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Introduction 

The following report presents a systematic list and detailed notes of the wildlife – primarily birds – 

observed at the Hatch Pond LNR in Poole during 2023. Most observations and records are those 

made by myself, Martin Smith (editor of this paper) and as such are uncredited. Any sightings or 

records from other observers have their initials noted in square brackets and each is named on the 

List of Contributors. 

  

Birds 

During the twelve months of 2023, a total of 85 bird species was recorded, equalling the highest 

ever annual yearlist at the pond: 85 species were also recorded in 1996 and 2013. There were 84 

species recorded in 2010 and 83 in both 2008 and 2011. In contrast, the lowest annual yearlist 

here is just 50 species in 2020, and 53 in 2021- both years in which a reduced number of visits 

would have been made to the site in line with Covid-19 restrictions. 

One species was added to the PatchList in 2023, that being the first record of Sandwich Tern 

when a bird flew over the site in mid-July; and one species, Pochard, was not recorded for the first 

time, having otherwise been on the yearlist annually since at least 1993. Regular and frequent 

visits to the pond (by this author) will account for the increase in the number of species recorded 

compared to the previous ten years, enabled by taking up residency in a property adjacent to the 

site. This is demonstrated in records of some of the sites more unusual bird species being seen for 

the first time in a long period, such as Curlew, Hobby, Raven and Whitethroat; and others 

(including Swift and Firecrest) being seen more regularly than previously noted. 

  

Butterflies 

There are no published reports describing the population and occurrence of butterflies at Hatch 

Pond, so no data against which the 2023 records included here has yet been compared. 

16 butterfly species were recorded by the editor of this report between April and October. This 

includes the sighting of a single Silver-studded Blue in June which is thought by BCP's 

Environmental Services (Natural Habitats) team to be the first at the Pond. 

  

Moths 

In August and September, the BCP Environmental Services (Natural Habitats) team conducted 

what are thought to be the first overnight sessions of moth-trapping with light-boxes at the Pond. 

These, with the addition of species recorded during daytime sessions, resulted in the identification 

of 85 species. As with butterflies, there are no published reports describing the population and 

occurrence of moths at Hatch Pond, so no data against which the 2023 records included here can 

be compared. The highlight of these trapping sessions was the discovery of a superb Clifden 

Nonpareil in August - almost certainly a first record for the site. 
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Other wildlife 

This report also presents lists and sighting reports of the following groups: Mammals; Dragonflies & 

Darters; and Insects, as well as some notes on fish and amphibians. An attempt has also been 

made to list species of fungi and flora seen around the pond this year. 

But none of these lists, especially the latter, are exhaustive. They reference only single-observer 

records from my own notebook, and I have very limited experience of these groups. As well as field 

guides, photographs and conversations on social media, identification of species is aided by the 

Obsidentify and PlantNet apps. The lists are intended as a guide only and are by no means 

complete. They represent groups that provide challenges and projects in the years ahead. 

  

Notes on landscaping and management 

Hatch Pond LNR is managed by the BCP Environmental Services team, who work according to the 

policies described in an ongoing management plan that is not in public circulation. This includes a 

grass cutting programme, landscaping, the monitoring of water quality and levels, public access, 

fishing rights and conservation. The two most notable developments on the site this year were the 

introduction of a new bench and viewing area at the edge of the meadow in the north-east corner 

of the site (see map), and significant clearance of scrub and vegetation along the feeder stream 

from Sandyhurst Close at the north end during November. The annual reed-cutting took place in 

October, but this is different every year and affected by prevailing local conditions at the time. 
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HATCH POND BIRDS 2023 

Systematic List 

This section presents a detailed summary of the records and status of the 85 bird species 

recorded at Hatch Pond during 2023, in systematic order. Each account includes a statement 

describing the historical status of the species at the site, followed by a narrative presentation of 

records this year. 

 

CANADA GOOSE 

Occasional visitor. Usually one or two records annually, but none since 2019. 

At least two birds were heard calling over the pond around 9.30pm on 11 February, and a noisy 

party of four flew through low over the water early morning on 20 March. Six flew over south, low, 

on 3 April and 14 similar on 6 April then five the following day (all records early in the morning). 

Five flew through south on 5 May and two more were seen heading north on 26 May. 

One passed high over the Nuffield estate early morning on 17 July and two similar on 21 July. 

A large flock of 48 birds flew north over the pond at 7am on 19 August, the largest single count 

since 2007 consistent with larger flocks being recorded at this time of year. 

A party of four flew over north-east early morning on 23 August, and 28 together on 7 October. 

The only record of this species actually on the water comes from 31 March, when one bird was 

seen swimming along the north edge into the Top Pool. 

 

GREYLAG GOOSE 

Rare visitor. One or two small groups of 5 – 8 birds have been recorded most years between 2005 

and 2018, but since then there is just one record of a single bird in September 2022. 

A party of five flew over heading NE early morning on 19 May. 

 

MUTE SWAN 

Resident, and most years breeding is successful. 

One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

One pair present all year = both unringed – but after 20 March the female withdrew to nest [NB, PC 

et al] Both adults emerged from the reedbed on 22 May with five new cygnets, which a local 

dogwalker reported seeing on 21 May. On the morning of 13 June, the pair had only four cygnets 

with them, despite being seen resting on the grass area by the benches with five cygnets the 

previous day [MS] so it is assumed one was predated. 

On 24 August, one of the young birds was taken from the Pond for surgery after becoming 

entangled in fishing line and swallowing a hook. This report from Moyles Court Animal rescue: 

Earlier this week we received a call from BCP Council wardens who asked for assistance 

with a family of six swans in trouble with fishing line at Hatch Pond, Poole. Mike and team left 

immediately and on arrival found two cygnets and the Cob (male) swan attached to each 
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other with fishing line. It was obvious that one of the cygnets had fishing line hanging from its 

beak. The Cob swan was very distressed and protective of his family so he was the first to be 

freed. After being thoroughly inspected for hooks and line he was released back into the 

pond. The two cygnets were then untangled and cut free from each other. One cygnet was 

free of line and hooks and joined the Cob swan but unfortunately on further inspection the 

other cygnet was found to have deeply ingested a fishing hook. The line was still trailing from 

its beak with fishing tackle attached so the line was loosely secured around his neck to stop it 

being swallowed. This cygnet was then placed into a swan wrap so it could be taken back to 

our hospital for further investigation. The remaining two cygnets and the Pen (female) swan 

were then thoroughly checked before being released back to join the Cob and other cygnet in 

the pond. 

This bird was not returned to the pond, after it was considered potentially more disruptive to the 

family to bring it back. In the morning of 23 October, the family were seen to fly as usual up the full 

length of the pond, but two of the young misjudged the landing. Both birds were seen to fly directly 

towards the observer at the new bench, rising up over the reeds, whereupon they pulled up sharply 

and both crash-landed heavily onto the cut reed area. Neither bird was hurt and both were seen to 

swim off together quite happily. On 30 October, only two cygnets remained with the two adults and 

it is assumed the eldest youngster left the pond to live independently. All four birds were still 

present at the end of the year. 

Other records: 

One adult flew low northeast over the pond at treetop height at 8.30am on Thursday 14 

September; a different bird, as both resident adults were on the grass verge by the outfall as usual 

at the time [MS]. 
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SHELDUCK 

Occasional visitor; thought to have bred 2009 – 2012.  

Six birds flew through early morning on 13 April; three landed briefly and headed off south. One 

flew southwards over the Pond mid-afternoon on 7 May. 

Prior to these records, there have been none at the Pond since 2015. 

 

SHOVELER 

Occasional winter visitor in small numbers; declining 

One male, still in late moult, feeding among the reed fringes on the west side on 7 and 11 October. 

Two birds present together, a pair, on 17 and 18 December [NB] and three on 20 December [eB]. 

On Boxing Day, 26 December, these birds (two males and a female) were seen to fly high around 

the pond calling (very unfamiliar to the observer) as they spiralled down to the water but did not 

land before circling the site and flying off to the east [MS]. 

 

GADWALL 

Winter visitor, historically in large numbers; possibly breeding 2001 – 2004. 

Significantly declined in recent years 

Maximum four on 15 January and present until two on 21 January. 

One female among Mallard at HP Road end in mid-afternoon on 9 August, seen again on 19 

August when a separate male was also present. Male in eclipse plumage still present 25 August. 

Two (a pair) on 3 and 4 September. Three (two males and one female) then present until 11 

November, and one male on 21 November. 

 

WIGEON 

Occasional winter visitor; declining 

A pair present on 25 January, described as the first record at the site for the observer [TE], and a 

pair later in the year on 28 December also a first for the observer [MS]. . It is possible these two 

records are of the same pair. 

There are previously only four records since 2013, each to individual observers on a single 

occasion. Birds have not been recorded at the beginning and the end of the same year since 2004 

 

MALLARD 

Common resident; breeding success varies and can be difficult to ascertain as most ducklings are 

predated. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Maximum counts each month as follows: January (28), February (26), March (26), April (16), May 

(22), June (54), July (59) August (46), September (34), October (40), November (24) and 

December (37) 

A female with six young was first seen on 30 April; a second female with five young was seen on 
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11 May and a third on 26 May. On 6 June, a fourth female was seen with six tiny young, at the 

same time as another female with four much older young were in the top pool. On 12 June, a fifth 

brood of five was noted and the four older birds were still present. 33 birds counted that morning, 

including 21 males now moving into eclipse plumage. On 23 June, a sixth brood of five was 

present along Hatch Pond Road edge, and a female with two older young in the same area. 

Including these and 42 birds on the bank by the benches, at least 54 birds were present. A seventh 

brood of five was found on 6 July, but only one of these was present on 10 July, though one female 

still had five older young with her. On 17 July there was one female on the roadside with five young 

(presumably those above) but also one female with three full grown young on the water, and a 

female with one tiny chick on in the channel. 

An eighth brood was registered on 21 July when a female appeared with two tiny young. On the 

same date, one female with a very small duckling was present, and groups of four and five older 

young. Same female present with one small young sitting on a lily leaf in the morning on 26 July, 

when five grown up young were also together in the same area. Four fully grown young with a 

female on 15 August otherwise c25 birds present throughout the month. 

In summary – at least ten pairs bred and successfully fledged young, though few survived beyond 

a couple of weeks. 

One hybrid Domestic-type male present all year, showing significant white on the flanks and 

discoloured head markings [IB, MS et al]. 

 

TEAL 

Occasional winter visitor; declining 

Three on 22 January [MS]; otherwise only reported present on 31 October [IB]. A single adult male 

was present at sunset among Tufted Ducks on 12 December and still present, with a female, on 18 

December [MS]. 

 

POCHARD 

 Occasional (now rare) winter visitor; declining 

2023 is the first year since records began that no Pochard have been recorded. 

 

TUFTED DUCK 

Winter visitor. One pair bred successfully in 2017 and 2019. 

Maximum 32 on 1 January [NB] declining to ten (8 males and 2 females) by the end of March. One 

pair stayed throughout April, joined by a single male for May and most of June [PC, MS]. Four 

present on 21 May [NB]. A female with four young was seen in the channel early morning on 10 

July but no birds were seen subsequently until a male re-appeared on 5 August. This represents 

the first successful breeding by Tufted Ducks at the site since 2018, but there is no evidence 

the young survived more than a few days, probably predated by either Great Black-Backed Gulls 
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or Grey Heron. The male was joined by two returning females on 12 August and any combination 

of those three birds was present throughout the rest of the month. Pair on 3 September, and a 

male with two females on 5 September. One male with three females on 12 September, increasing 

to five birds on 15 September, being probably moulting males as they spent all their time huddled 

together in the same patch of water. Numbers increased to 15 on 24 October [TE], 21 on 30 

October and 30 by 3 November. 44 birds were present on 11, 12 and 13 November and 48 on 21 

November. By 4 December the flock had risen to 57 birds [NB], including 38 males [MS] and on 12 

December, a highest-ever count of 77 birds was made, including at least 60 male birds [MS]. 

Surprisingly, the flock was reduced by half a few days later: only 39 birds were present on 20 

December [DF via eB], and by 24 December only 14 birds remained after a long period of mild, wet 

and windy weather. Two days later numbers were back up to 24 but the extra ten birds were in a 

distinctly separate group. 

Tufted Duck female with young (Aythya fuligula) by Martin Smith 

 

GOOSANDER     

Rare winter visitor; almost all records describe single birds seen in January, except for two birds 

being present from November to December in 2010.  

A single male was present briefly in the morning on 8 January [IB]. This the first record for 11 

years, since January 2012. 

 

SWIFT 

Occasional summer visitor, recorded in small numbers most years between May and August. 

Two overhead moving north on 7 May [MS]; then two were seen skimming the pond for 5 minutes 

early morning on 19 May [MS]. A party of 11 birds went through in two straggly groups early 
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morning on 2 June, moving north [MS]. One low over the sanctuary late in the evening (9.15pm) on 

9 June, one again on 12 June and three on 13 June – it is thought these birds were feeding on flies 

around the trees as their presence coincided with both bats and dragonflies. Five overhead on 14 

June [AC], then two on 15 June and 17 June [MS] at exactly the same time of day. One over the 

Pond mid-afternoon on 23 June, and two on 27, heading north ahead of low pressure front with 

Swallows. One flew over high going south on 6 July; and four individually passed NE over the 

sanctuary at 5pm on 7 July. One overhead south (low) on 9 July. Four together circling overhead 

(as if local?) at 10am on 10 July and 5pm on 12 July. Latest record of a single bird high overhead 

in the evening on 20 July. 

These represent significantly more records of Swift than in any previous year and it is thought the 

species has been overlooked, their brief presence not coinciding with that of many observers. 

 

FERAL PIGEON 

Local resident; increasing 

Present throughout the year in flocks of up to 30. Local birds, especially white doves, live in both 

Plantation Road and Holsted Road and can often be seen on rooftops. Occasionally larger flocks 

of mixed domestic racing pigeons also fly over. The presence of so many local ‘cotes’ or ‘bevies’ 

makes the identification of any passing Stock Doves very difficult, so any records of the later are 

uncertain and cannot be confirmed. 

On 21 September a gathering of 23 white doves was seen bathing in a shallow puddle on 

Plantation Road, the single largest flock of white doves to date. 

 

STOCK DOVE 

 Rare visitor 

 It will be very difficult to confirm records of Stock Dove flying over the Pond now, due to the 

 significant increase of Feral Pigeons and domestic pet doves locally. The last confirmed  

 record of this species was in 2013, and prior to that there are only two confirmed records 

 since 2004.   

 

WOODPIGEON 

Common resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Counts of between 50 and 150 regular January – February, especially in the evenings, reducing to 

25 – 30 local birds by the end of March. Several singing birds present in the Sanctuary throughout 

spring, suggesting at least 10 pairs breed. At least one pair also breeds in Plantation Woodland. 

Maximum on 21 July when 200 birds passed west overhead in small groups; similar numbers on 

15 August. 
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COLLARED DOVE 

Local resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Up to four birds can be present from late January into September. At least two pairs breed locally, 

and probably at opposite ends of the Pond: one near the council depot and one on the Nuffield 

Industrial Estate. Birds are regularly seen in local gardens and in the sanctuary area. 

There are no records from November, but one was briefly present in an alder by the fishing 

platform on 18 December 

 

WATER RAIL 

Resident 

Two or three heard calling in January and February; maximum three (including a singing bird) on 3 

March and several birds seen briefly including one in the open feeding with Snipe [MS]. During the 

breeding season from mid-March birds fall silent and become impossible to record. 

One heard calling from reeds at the north end early morning on 14 August and occasionally 

thereafter into September. Two heard from the same patch of reeds on 15 September and at least 

three on 6 October. Probably four calling around the reserve at dusk on 25 October, and regularly 

at least three into December 

 

MOORHEN 

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

At least four birds present throughout the year. One pair were seen with three fledged young on 30 

April [MS]; and a single young bird was present in the same area (in front of the sanctuary in the 

SE corner) on 11 May. Another pair were seen with two small young along the Stinsford Road 

edge on 23 June [MS]. Maximum of 11 present on 17 July, including six adults and five young of 

three ages, suggesting three broods. Two independent young birds were present on 9 August, 

when a pair of adults was also seen feeding two smaller young. Eight on 19 August – an adult pair 

with two attendant young, two separate adults and two independent older young. Similar thereafter, 

except an adult was seen accompanying a smaller young bird in an overgrown channel along the 

Stinsford Road bank on 18 September. At least seven birds counted on 13 November, of probably 

ten present. Birds were mostly paired up by the end of the year, and on 26 December two were 

watched nest-building among the reeds. 
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Moorhen in reeds, presumably gathering nest material. February 2023 by Martin Smith 

 

COOT 

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Maximum 14 on 15 and 29 January [NB] and 13 February [MS]. Two pairs were seen with three 

young each on 30 April [MS] and a single bird was seen with one fledgling on 11 May. A pair with 

two very small young were present along the Stinsford Road (east) bank on 27 June. On 17 July 

and 26 July, one pair was present with one young; two independent young also present as well as 

three other adults. Two adults on 14 August, increasing to four adults on 22 August. Numbers had 

increased to eight birds by 12 September and reached 10 by the end of the month, but no more 

than 8 were counted from the beginning of November. 

 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE 

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Four birds present at the beginning of the year, and courtship was seen between one pair during 

early February. One female bird disappeared early in January, to emerge from reeds beside ‘the 

island’ on 8 March with a new fledgling [MS]. This pair were seen together without the young bird 

on 13 March, and it is assumed to have been predated. By the end of March, both pairs were 

nesting. The pair at the North end with the lost early youngster (Pair A) fledged three more young 

on 27 April [MS] and a second pair in the south-west corner (Pair B) fledged two young on 29 April 

[MS]. On 7 May, Pair A had two young with them, while Pair B were without any young [MS] 

presumably having lost them to scavenging gulls or Herons. From 14 May onwards, only Pair A 

was present with one young, suggesting Pair B had left the site. From 17 June, this young bird 
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appeared to be independent of the adults until it too apparently disappeared on 27 June. 

Thereafter, an adult male (presumably Male A) was seen alone on most visits, being joined by a 

(moulted) female on 21 July. Sightings of the male were intermittent through August, and both 

birds were not seen together again until 15 September. On this date, no young birds were noticed 

despite the adults displaying and both were loud and very active; but on 21 September the pair 

were busy feeding two young in the same patch of reeds from which Pair A raised a family in 

March, leading to the conclusion that this is a third brood for that pair. 

On 24 September, mid-morning, careful observation of the Grebe family revealed the presence of 

a third adult on a different patch of water. This appeared to be a young bird, moulting into first-

winter plumage, leading to a suggestion that it is the original fledgling of Pair A. There was no 

interaction between the pair and this new bird. The population remained at five birds to the end of 

the month, but the independent young adult was not seen after 3 November. On 21 November, 

both adults were seen attending the youngest of the two offspring, which the male fed with a small 

fish. The family of four remained present to the end of the year, often associating and roosting with 

Tufted Ducks, but always separate from the lone sub-adult. This bird was seen in fine adult 

breeding plumage on 18 December, while the others were all in a winter moult.  

 

CURLEW 

Very rare visitor; recorded only three times between 1995 and 1998. 

One flew south over the pond at 7.45am on 11 April [MS], apparently the first record here for 25 

years. On 17 July, one was seen to fly low around the pond at 7am, calling constantly, looking as if 

to land before flying off northeast over the viewpoint [MS].  

 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT 

Occasional visitor. 

Historically, there was more or less one record of this species (usually a small flock) annually until 

2011, but then none were recorded until November 2022. 

A small group of four birds flew north at low level (below tree height) in the early morning of 9 

October. The 83rd species to be record at the site this year, and the 81st species for this observer. 

  

SNIPE 

Winter visitor; declining rapidly since 2015. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Up to six most evenings and mornings until early March; maxima10 on 21 January [IB] and six on 

21 January [PS] and 23 January [RG]. At least two birds were still active on the site throughout 

spring, and a late bird was seen in display flight in the evening of 28 April [MS]. The first returning 

birds were seen feeding on the cut reed area in Elborn’s Channel at dusk on 6 October. Two 

present in the same place early morning on 9 October, when a third was also present at ’The 

Glimpse’. Two present in the evening on 14 October were flushed by the young Mute Swans as 
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they swam into roost at the Top Pool. Five in Elborn’s Cut on 24 October [TE] and still five on 30 

October. Higher than average seasonal water levels may have affected Snipe roosting – only two 

birds were seen on two occasions in November, rising to three on 26 December, 

 

COMMON SANDPIPER 

Occasional passage migrant; usually recorded in April-May and September 

An early record of one on 21 January [IB]. One on a fishing platform late evening on 17 April [MS] 

and other single birds seen on occasions thereafter. Maximum four flying around together early on 

29 April [MS], the highest count since 2011. 

 

BLACK-HEADED GULL 

Regular visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Maximum 150 on 1 February [MS] and often present in smaller groups throughout the winter. First 

returning juveniles among 25 birds present early morning on 21 July. During August numbers 

decline significantly, although there are often one or two birds present standing out on the lilies. 

Numbers increase from mid-September as birds commute overhead from Poole Harbour, 

occasionally spending time at the Pond in small groups. At evening in mid-November, over 250 

can be seen flying to Poole Harbour at dusk, and similar numbers, occasionally up to 400, pass 

over the Pond in winter mornings, many gathering on the water to bathe. 

 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL 

Occasional visitor; seasonal 

23 birds overhead early morning on 20 March, all moving high to the northeast. Two circled the 

Pond but did not land. Three adults overhead on 23 March. Various numbers for the rest of the 

month – maximum 65 on 3 April – again all moving high in a north-easterly direction [MS]. One 

circling high on thermal with Ravens and other gulls on 2 June [MS]. On 7 July, at least 10 birds 

(including one juvenile) over the pond and sanctuary area with a mixed flock of 100 gulls 

presumably feeding on flying ants. 

 

COMMON GULL 

Occasional visitor, especially in colder weather 

Single bird present on 9 January  and 7 February [IB], and maximum four when the pond was 

partially frozen on 21 January [MS]. Latest record of a single bird on 3 March [MS]. One sub-adult 

second winter bird was present in the morning on 9 October. 

 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL 

Regular visitor 
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One (adult) bird seen occasionally in January and February. On 27 February, this bird (nicknamed 

“Charlie”) was seen interacting with a second bird [MS]. Both birds present briefly on 3 April and 

one or both circled the pond several times every day throughout the summer presumably a 

significant predator of young wildfowl. Not recorded in September or October, but one was present 

flying around the Pond on 11 November. 

 

HERRING GULL 

Regular visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Present throughout the year in varying numbers. Up to 200 (including birds flying over) in January. 

Often groups of up to 100 mixed aged birds pass through bathing early mornings, and over 100 

were counted moving south over the pond on 14 August including several adult pairs travelling 

together. B yearly September, though very few were recorded flying over in the early morning, 

numbers have built up to 100+ birds using the Pond to wash pre-roost early evening. Several 

hundred birds pass over the pond most mornings, with small numbers (of all ages) visiting the 

pond in winter mornings to bathe before moving on. At evening in mid-November, over 400 birds 

can be seen flying to Poole Harbour at dusk. 

 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 

Occasional visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

First returning birds on 21 and 31 January [IB], then 27 February, and occasionally thereafter April 

– August [MS]. One on 14 June [AC] and maximum five on 7 July [MS]. One on 3 September and 

one on 25 September. Two among Herring Gulls passing over on 11 November, and two on 21 

November. On 2 December, in thick early mist on a frosty morning, one bird was swimming around 

on the pond calling mournfully. At least two flew over among 500 gulls on 10 December. 

 

SANDWICH TERN 

Very rare visitor 

One flew over heading SSE at 0515 hrs on 21 July. 

This is the first record of Sandwich Tern at the site and constitutes the 145th bird species 

recorded here. 

 

CORMORANT 

Regular visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Up to four birds present on most visits between January and March, then single birds occasionally 

into May [MS]. One flew over on 6 June [MS] one on 6 July, and two flew in and landed on the 

water briefly on 12 August. One overhead 19 August and 28 August. On 30 August in the early 

morning, one was seen flying low SE over the Pond, and a second ((juvenile) circled the Pond 

briefly immediately after. Two adult birds then flew in and landed, making four in total. Single birds 
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were seen flying around on a few dates in early September, up to four on 15 September though 

none were seen to land. Individual birds were seen occasionally flying over in early October, with 3 

seen on 16 October. Only occasionally seen after that, but at least four birds were present – 

circling overhead – on 4 December. One of these was seen to perch up in an alder above on of the 

fishing platforms. One on 10 December. 

 

GREY HERON 

Regular visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

One (occasionally two) present from January – March, then a single juvenile remained present 

throughout April into August [MS] Two additional birds flew over low on 19 May, calling loudly. One 

was present mid-afternoon on 23 and 27 June, on the latter occasion being angrily mobbed by a 

Great Black-backed Gull. A second bird, an adult, arrived on 21 July passing through and was 

aggressively and noisily chased off by the ‘resident’ younger bird. Neither bird was seen on more 

than one date in August. One present on 3 and 4 September, and two on 9 September when one 

flew in from the south and chased off a Little Egret, while a second bird remained perched up in a 

tree in the Sanctuary area. One seen flying over but did not land on 25 September. Two on 16 

October, and one regularly thereafter. 

 

LITTLE EGRET 

Occasional visitor; increasing 

One flew through northwards early morning on 13 April [MS] and one similar on 23 June. 

Two birds were present on 28 August in low trees overhanging the water along the Hatch Pond 

Road bank, suggestive of overnight roosting. These two were observed flying round the pond over 

the next hour, occasionally settling on the west side to feed and returning to the roost site. One 

present early morning on 30 August but was only seen flying over and heading northwards. Two 

roosted overnight at the pond on 31 August and were seen perched in vegetation at the HP Road 

end. One was also seen flying over (possibly flushed from the roost site) early on 3 September. 

Three present early on 7 September, circling and trying to land on lily pads, splashing flapping 

around. On 9 September, one was photographed standing out on a pile of vegetation among the 

lilies by the outfall and seen to fly around several times before it was chased off by a Heron and left 

to the southeast at 6.45am. Not recorded again until 16 October, when a single bird flew south 

over the Pond early morning. Another single bird flew over, again heading south, on 18 December. 

On 24 December, this bird was seen again, and observed to rise from the hidden pools among the 

reeds on the west side. 

 

SPARROWHAWK 

Resident; one pair possibly breeds 
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One or two records (at the north end of the site) in January and February, and one seen high over 

the Sanctuary on 13 May. A male bird was seen taking food into a tree nearby on Darby’s Corner 

roundabout three time in May, indicating a pair may breed there. One female flew into trees among 

scrub at the north end in the evening of 20 July and was seen flying around in the same area the 

following morning. One, a smaller male, was seen to fly reasonably low over the scrub area on 28 

August. On 28 September, a juvenile was photographed visiting a garden fence in Royster Close. 

One flew in hunting Pied Wagtails coming to roost, seen over Hatch Pond Road from the depot on 

24 October. 

 

BUZZARD 

Resident; one pair probably breeds 

Single bird in the same area around The Meadow and the north Sanctuary area on 15 January and 

13 March. No records then until one was seen circling over the south end of the Sanctuary area on 

three occasions in May [MS]. A local couple, with a flat in Sandyhurst Close, reported seeing 

Buzzards nesting in the sanctuary area ‘almost every day’ for the last few years but the infrequent 

low number of sightings by the editor and others suggest birds are not actually local. 

Three passed over heading towards Canford Heath at 3pm on 12 August. One young bird drifted in 

early morning on 15 September, where it was chased into a Scots Pine tree by Swallows and gave 

excellent views before taking off again. The same bird was again present in this area on 26 

November and 4 December, and on 10 December was seen to fly in at dusk, harassed by four 

Crows. Its arrival disturbed the roosting Magpies prompting more than 30 birds to rise from the 

trees, which is very unusual behaviour. 

 

TAWNY OWL 

Occasional visitor 

One male hooting from the Sanctuary area in the early hours of Monday 4 June after probably the 

same bird was heard from Plantation Woodland [MS]. On the same night, a female was heard 

calling from nearby Fleets Corner [MS]. 

This constitutes only the second record at the site. The first was heard in the same place in 

October 2022. A female was again heard in the same location overnight on 13 August. Though the 

species is not thought to breed at Hatch Pond, any birds present have probably gone undetected in 

the past as their nocturnal habits are not likely to have been witnessed by any birders 

 

KINGFISHER 

Regular winter visitor 

One (probably the same bird as at the end of last year) present and showing well using the T-bar 

perches around the reeds at the north end of the pond on 12 -13 January [MS] and seen briefly in 

flight at the west end by Hatch Pond Road on 24 March [MS]. The first bird returning to the pond in 
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the autumn was seen four times in different places on a circuit on the morning of 12 August, and 

was present again on 14, 25 and 28 August. On 3 September, two birds were present – one at 

each end of the Pond. The second bird was seen to fly out of a tree in the scrub area and out over 

the gate. One seen perched in reeds early morning on 15 September and again seen using the T-

perch on 25 September. Still present 9, 16 and 23 October but then not seen until 13 November 

when it was positively identified as a male bird. Seen regularly throughout December. 

 

GREEN WOODPECKER 

Resident (possibly; status unknown) 

A single bird seen and heard in the Sanctuary area behind Plantation Road while working on a 

garden fence on 14 March [MS]. This is the first record since 2018, and only the second since birds 

stopped being reported annually in 2013. 

 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER 

Resident; one or two pairs probably breed 

Seen regularly and drumming heard from January into April in the Sanctuary area woodland and 

calling again from mid-June into October. One also heard calling from Darby’s Corner roundabout 

near Plantation Woodland on 4 April where a nest hole was also found. Presumably a second pair. 

Fledged young were first seen from neighbouring gardens on 21 May. 

Records are scarce from November onwards, until drumming was heard in the Sanctuary area on 

Boxing Day. 

 

HOBBY 

Very rare visitor 

One was seen flying very high northeast over the pond at 4pm on 7 May, towards Canford Heath. 

This is only the third record at the site, and the first since 2008. 

 

JAY 

Resident; two or three pairs probably breed 

Up to four present throughout the year, suggesting two pairs possibly breed. One in Plantation 

Woodland on 4 April, and an hour later two different birds together birds Hatch Pond Road. Three 

or four were seen together at opposite ends of the pond during April and May and at least two 

young birds present by the viewpoint on 17 and 26 July. On 30 August, at least six birds were 

present along the Stinsford Road trees and in the scrub area to the north, suggesting a second 

brood of young has recently fledged. These birds may have dispersed around the site: two were 

present in the Sanctuary from 3 September onwards. At least four birds active on 9 October. 
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MAGPIE 

Resident and winter visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Maximum roost count 165 on 1 February [MS]. Usually 6 or 8 birds present during the daytime and 

at least three pairs breed in the Sanctuary area [MS] and several others around Plantation 

Woodland and the local area. At the first evening ‘roostwatch’ of the season on 21 September, 18 

birds were counted using the roost site increasing to 25 on 7 October. A count of 53 was made in 

good conditions on 14 October, and 56 on 25 October. 75 birds were counted at roost on 11 

November. Two weeks later, on 27 November, the count had risen to 140 birds and at least 155 

were present on 10 December. 

 

JACKDAW 

Occasional visitor 

Two on 4, 16 and 22 February [MS] and four on 6 February [MS]; two on 25 March [MS] and two 

on 13 April [MS]. Two flew over northwards calling in the early morning on 23 June. In keeping with 

the random records of this species, four flew over Hatch Pond Road calling at 12.30 on 9 October, 

and another small group (unseen but heard calling – possibly the same birds?) flew back over the 

pond at 17.00hrs. On 23 October, four birds flew over the pond, circled low and headed off east but 

were not heard to call. 

 

CARRION CROW 

Resident; two or three pairs probably breed. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Up to four present throughout the year to March, suggesting two pairs breed. One nest found in tall 

pines behind Holly Hatch Lane late March. Six birds together in the Sanctuary on 10 April 

suggesting recently fledged young. Eight birds were counted during the season’s first roost watch 

on 21 September, and eight birds together around Sandyhurst Close on 24 September. Eight birds 

were also recorded flying over in a single group on 16 October. Six present early on 23 October. In 

the evening of 25 October, during a roostwatch, 18 birds were counted flying over heading north 

and similar into mid-November. 

 

RAVEN 

Occasional visitor; increasing 

One flew south low in corkscrew flight over nearby Lidl on 20 February – this being the first record 

of the species here since 2011. 

Subsequently one overhead north on 25 March, pursued by Crows. One again on 3 April and 4 

April, low and presumably local [MS] A family party of five was seen heading west early morning on 

19 May, 25 May, and 2 June, agitating the local crows [MS]. Later on 2 June, two young birds were 

circling in a thermal for 20 minutes high over the Sanctuary area at 5.50pm. Two up on a pylon 

behind Selco early morning on 21 July, including one bird with a distinctive malformed beak that 
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appeared bright orange at distance. 

One flew over the Pond fast and calling at 2pm on 21 August, and two were present in tall pines at 

the north end early morning on 28 August before flying off west. Four birds over together early 

morning on 3 September, one of which dropped down to the Selco pylon. One flew over 

southwards calling early morning on 9 September, and was seen again on 11 September, 

suggesting it is possibly roosting at the site. Two flew over low, heading north, early morning on 15 

September and again on 24 September. One overhead calling on 7 October. 

 

COAL TIT 

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

Present in small numbers throughout the year. Birds seen regularly coming to feeders in a Royster 

Close garden in spring and early summer. Also in Plantation Woodland. Vocal and active again 

from early September 

 

BLUE TIT 

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

Present in small numbers throughout the year. Up to ten birds on any circuit in spring and as many 

as 25 in early autumn. Regular garden visitor from woodland in the Sanctuary area. 

 

GREAT TIT 

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

Present in small numbers throughout the year. Four or five birds on any circuit in spring and up to 

ten or twelve together in early autumn. Regular garden visitor from woodland in the Sanctuary 

area. 

 

BEARDED TIT 

Rare winter visitor 

One female present in the reeds at the north end of the Pond between 20 January [PS] and 13 

February [MS] during which time it was seen by several observers. Last previous records in 2021 

and 2015. 

 

SAND MARTIN 

Occasional passage migrant 

One heading south in the early morning on 25 March [MS]. First record since 2018. 

A small party of nine birds passed south, low over the water, in the early morning of 25 August. 

Four more went through similar at 6am on 28 August and three on 30 August 
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SWALLOW 

Occasional summer visitor 

First recorded on 11 April and occasional birds migrating through thereafter [MS]. Six on 20 April 

and 7 May [MS]. One hawking over the reedbed, calling incessantly, in the evening on 17 June 

[MS] and 12-15 passing through ahead of a low-pressure front mid-afternoon on 27 June, with 

House Martins and Swifts. 

One low over the Hatch Pond Road end on 1 July, and one calling and skimming low on 5 July. 

Three passed overhead early morning on 21 July. One overhead moving south on 9 August and 

three on 14 August. Small numbers overhead on 4 September, and very high on 5 September. On 

15 September, a dozen birds stayed around over an hour, feeding and twittering low over the 

reeds at the north end. At one point, they chased a young Buzzard down into a Scots Pine as it 

drifted over. One passed through on 24 September. 

 

HOUSE MARTIN 

Occasional summer visitor, breeds locally. 

Three over the Pond ahead of low-pressure mid-afternoon on 27 June, ahead of swallows and 

swifts. Two circling high for at least an hour over the west side and sanctuary area on 5 July. 

Possibly the same birds present again at 5pm on 7 July. 

Three over from the south mid-afternoon on 4 September 

 

CETTI’S WARBLER 

Winter visitor; probably does not breed 

One or two singing birds heard occasionally through January to 27 March. Maximum three on 23 

February [MS]. No further records until at least one was heard singing from three different locations 

in the evening of 25 October. Three individuals heard on 3 November, and two seen well in the 

morning of 11 November when at least three birds were present. At least two heard regularly at the 

north end until the end of the year. 

The absence of records between 23 February and 25 October suggests the species does not 

breed at the Pond but is now instead a winter visitor. 

 

LONG-TAILED TIT 

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

Present in small numbers all round the Pond and throughout the year, most regularly in Scots 

Pines along Stinsford Road and vegetation at the north end of the pond around Sandyhurst Close. 

One large group of 24 birds was counted moving along between bushes at the water’s edge along 

Hatch Pond Road on the morning of 13 June [MS] and two similar groups totaling 20 birds on 23 

June and 12 August [MS]. 18 in one flock on 25 September, and 38 around the new bench on 9 

October, with another 6-8 along Hatch Pond Road. At least 20 in one mixed flock on 11 November. 
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WILLOW WARBLER 

Occasional passage migrant 

One singing from woodland in Sanctuary area between 15 and 29 April [MS]; at least three brightly 

coloured young birds among a mixed tit flock in Sandyhurst Close on 12 August; two or three more 

along the stream by the meadow on 14 August among a mixed flock of c20 birds. One calling on 

19 August. Migrant birds began to pass through from 28 August, including max 8 – 10 on 1 

September, 5 and 8 September 

 

CHIFFCHAFF 

Summer visitor; five or six pairs probably breed 

Present from 27 February [IB] with three birds singing well into June. Maximum five on 23 March 

[MS]. Three birds remained singing throughout the summer. Migrant birds moving through on 12 

and 14 August. At least ten present on 15 September and 12 or more after (and during) heavy rain 

early morning on 18 September, including one (probably) of the P. c. tristis “Siberian” race. Seen 

briefly in reedmace after being located by call. Heard to call persistently as it passed the observer 

before disappearing into reeds over the channel. 

At least 20 Chiffchaffs present early morning on 25 September, and at least 10 regularly thereafter. 

Approximately 15 on 9 October and at least six on 17 October. One (of three present) was heard 

singing on 25 October. At least one present and calling on 11 November, and until 10 December 

associating with mixed tit flock. 

 

REED WARBLER 

Summer visitor; five or six pairs probably breed 

Singing birds from 16 April [MS] and at least four were present throughout May and June at the 

north end in the reed beds. Birds were also heard singing in the corner by Hatch Pond Road and 

from behind the Sanctuary area on the west side. Often, birds were heard singing after sunset, 

until past 9.30pm and audible from Royster Close so becoming a “garden tick”. On a site survey on 

12 and 13 June seven males were recorded singing on territories: one on the west side in front of 

the sanctuary; one in the south-east corner by the fishing platform and benches; then five in the 

reedbed at the north end, including one on the Stinsford Road side east of the channel. Birds tend 

to stop singing in July and become harder to record as a result. In the early morning of 26 July, one 

adult was seen in the reeds at the north end, two on the east side, and a family of four together in 

the Sandhurst channel. 

Seen occasionally moving around in the reeds during August, and on 14 August two families of 2-3 

young each (at least five juveniles were seen and photographed) were present and active in 

bushes along the stream by the meadow and in the wet heath /scrub area behind the gate. At least 

six young birds were seen early morning on 30 August. 
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BLACKCAP 

Summer visitor and passage migrant; one or two pairs possibly breed 

Present from 17 March until 2 June [MS], including a pair coming to a bird feeder in Royster Close. 

Three (two males and a female) on 19 May [MS], but breeding was not proven. 

Three returning migrant birds passed through along the Stinsford Road edge early morning on 9 

August, and at least two more were present early morning on 14 August among a mixed flock of 

c20 birds. One on 19 August and at least four on 22 August. One on 28, one on 30 August and 

one 3 September. One briefly in song early morning on 9 September and calling on 15 September. 

 

WHITETHROAT 

Occasional passage migrant; no record of breeding at the site since 2000 

One juvenile picked up among a mixed flock of c20 birds (warblers and tits) along the stream 

beside the meadow early morning on 14 August. This is the first known record since 2014. 

Another juvenile bird picked up in exactly the same bush early morning on 25 September. 

 

FIRECREST 

Resident; three or four pairs probably breed 

The same two birds (a pair) visited a garden in Royster Close several times during February. They 

presumably bred in the holly understorey at the south end of The Sanctuary area. One singing in 

holly at the north end of Plantation Woodland 8am on 4 April [MS] and both a pair and a second 

male (three birds) on 5 May [MS]. Two singing males in Plantation Woodland on 27 June. Two 

among a small flock of 40 mixed birds (mostly Blue Tits and Willow Warblers) along the hedge 

behind garages in Sandyhurst Close early morning on 1 September. At least one heard calling in a 

similar place on 3 September. Two birds present in Plantation Woodland in early November on a 

bright sunny morning, and a further two visited the Royster Close garden on 3 and 4 December, 

and again despite high winds on 267 December 

 

GOLDCREST 

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

Present in small numbers (up to four) throughout the year. Also heard singing in Plantation 

Woodland and at nearby Darby’s Corner roundabout. Migrant birds among among a mixed flock of 

c20 warblers and tits on 14 August, and local birds present regularly thereafter. Singing birds in 

November, and others associating with mixed tit flocks. 

 

WREN 

Common resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

Present every month, averaging 5-6 birds per visit. With rear garden proximity to the sanctuary and 

woodland areas of Hatch Pond, MS was able to confirm the presence of a larger population than 
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previously reported – up to ten singing birds in spring and summer. Once the dawn chorus stops 

mid-June, it is often only Wrens that are heard singing early morning. 

 

NUTHATCH 

Resident; one or two pairs probably breed 

Up to four birds regularly seen coming to feeders in Royster Close January - February. Heard 

singing and seen well in the Sanctuary area at the south end until September. One pair here, and 

one singing in Plantation Woodland on 4 April, after which birds fell silent. A vocal and active pair 

were seen in Plantation Woodland on 27 June and heard regularly in the Sanctuary from mid-July 

into early October but not thereafter. 

 

STARLING 

Local resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

Local birds, presumably breeding, present throughout the year in Sandyhurst Close and nearby 

residential areas. Occasional flocks of up to 40 in the evenings in January [MS]. Smaller numbers 

later in the year, and up to maximum 40 again on 15 and 25 October. 

 

BLACKBIRD 

Common resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

Present all year around. Small numbers breed on site, but the population has never been surveyed 

and woodland areas were rarely visited. Maximum ten in January and on 24 March [MS], and 

similar numbers at dusk until the end of the year. 

 

REDWING 

Winter visitor 

Small numbers (maximum 12) present around the Sandyhurst Conduit and the south end of the 

Sanctuary at Holly Hatch Lane January to March [MS]. One flew towards the conduit from the cut 

area at the island on 25 March [MS]. Return passage in autumn was first noticed on 16 October, 

when several individuals were seen flying over the site, following a huge influx to the country over 

the previous week during easterly winds. Small numbers were recorded during the week after but 

then none seen until later November although flight calls were heard overhead at night regularly. 8-

10 present in the evening on 12 December 

 

SONG THRUSH 

Resident but elusive; one or two pairs probably breed 

One seen and heard in the area around the Sandyhurst conduit on one or two occasions January 

to March [MS]. One young bird on the footpath in this area on 6 June [MS] suggesting a pair 

probably bred nearby. Up to two singing birds present from mid-July and two singing together on 
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17 July. Secretive, but one bird seen on several occasions August and September, both at the 

Pond and in Plantation Woodland. One seen well in Sandyhurst Close on 24 December. 

 

MISTLE THRUSH 

Very rare visitor 

One heard calling and then seen to fly out from a birch tree in the scrub area in the early morning 

of 21 November. Previous records of this species are sporadic, and in some recent years there 

have been no reports at all, i.e. since one was present in January 2012 [IB], there have only been 

records of one in December 2015 [SS] and one in February 2020 [IB]. 

 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER 

Rare passage migrant 

One in the top of a tall birch in the scrub area behind the Sandyhurst gate in the morning of 3 

September. 

There are only three previous records, all of single birds, as follows: May 2000, September 2004 

and (unseasonally) in July 2019 

 

ROBIN 

Common resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

Present all year. Up to ten singing birds around the site in February and March and fledged young 

present in June [MS]. With rear garden access to hear the sanctuary and woodland areas of Hatch 

Pond every day, MJS was able to confirm the presence of a larger population than previously 

reported. Post-breeding, birds started to use their ‘winter song’ from mid-July. 8-10 birds in the 

evening of 25 October. 

 

STONECHAT 

Rare passage migrant; former breeding species 

One juvenile seen from a distance on the water’s edge of the reedbed at the north end on 15 

September [MS] flitting between young willows and other bushes. This bird was previously seen 

briefly in the same place but not identified on 9 September. This, or possibly a second, bird was 

seen briefly in the same area (viewed from the fishing platform opposite) early morning on 25 

September. 

Formerly a breeding species, records having declined significantly. Since the turn of the century 

there have only been a handful of records, on passage at this time of year 

 

WHEATEAR 

Very rare passage migrant 

One juvenile seen at Hatch Pond depot opposite the Pond on 23 October [TE]; thought to have 
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been present all day and stayed until 25 October. This is the first record since 2013. Prior to that, 

there was one seen in the same place by the same observer on 3 October 2008 

As the previous records from this area have been included in Annual Reports, then this record also 

counts for the site. 

 

Wheatear at Hatch Pond Depot. Photo by Terry Elborn 

 

 

HOUSE SPARROW 

Resident; up to ten pairs breed in local streets 

Small numbers (less than 20) in small flocks around Plantation Road, Holly Hedge Lane and 

Royster Close. Birds seen carrying nest material and heard singing in Sandyhurst Close and on 

industrial estate opposite the pond. Maximum 15 in July, and present in smaller numbers until late 

August when once again only one or two birds were present. By October, numbers around the site 

had increased again: two flocks of c10 birds each were regularly present in Royster Close / Holly 

Hedge Lane area, and in Sandyhurst Close. 
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DUNNOCK 

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

Present all year. Maximum six singing birds around the site and local gardens in March. With rear 

garden access to the sanctuary and woodland areas of Hatch Pond, MS was able to confirm the 

presence of a larger population than previously reported 

 

GREY WAGTAIL 

Occasional visitor 

One overhead calling on 30 January [MS] and 31 January [IB]. One flew westwards calling over 

the outfall mid-afternoon on 4 September, and back in the opposite direction an hour later. 

On 24 September, one was present on the grass verge along Hatch Pond Road, jumping up at the 

water’s edge to catch flies before flying off low across the Pond. One was flushed by foxes from 

the freshly cut reed area early morning on 29 September and one flying around calling on 9 

October. On 16 October, one juvenile bird was seen feeding at The Glimpse before flying across 

the pond when disturbed. One (presumably the same bird), was flying around calling on 21 and 22 

October, and still present on 25 October. Also recorded on 11, 13 and 21 November, and on 11 

December. 

 

PIED WAGTAIL 

(UK & Ireland sub-species Moticilla alba yarelli) 

Regular visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

One or two birds around the site throughout winter. Maximum 85 birds using roost on 21 February 

[MS]. No spring records between 4 April and mid-August, except one overhead in the evening on 

17 June [MS]. Four were seen flying over the Pond early morning on 3 September, perhaps using 

the roost site, and on 15 September one bird was seen out on the lilies feeding. In the morning of 9 

October, c25 were counted leaving the reeds in three small groups. An estimate of 30 birds was 

made coming to roost on 14 October, with up to 50 a week later. 

On the morning of 21 October, at first light (just after 7am), a count was made from a watch point 

on Hatch Pond Road of birds leaving the reedbed roost at the opposite end of the site. A minimum 

of 175 birds were seen to pass overhead, going south, in a 20-minute period either side of sunrise. 

Returning to the site that evening ten minutes either side of sunset returned a tally count of 265 

birds. They massed up and swirled around a few times making an incredible noise and were visible 

in the reeds through a telescope. Reported to Dorset Bird Club and BPC Countryside team – the 

latter are planning another reedcut next week and this data may affect their plans. It is a large 

count locally, and especially for a mild October. The following evening, 22 October, a tally of 272 

confirms this to be a reasonably accurate count.  

Three days later, when the weather had turned grey and damp, but still mild, 345 birds were 

counted coming in to the roost site between 1730 and 1800hrs 



29 

 

On 26 October, 260 birds were counted going in to roost. The roost site was specifically identified 

this evening, on the small island of reeds beside Elborn’s cut. Two further channels were cut into 

the is reed bed connecting the channel with the top pool on 30 October, and not expected to 

impact the roost. The following day, 27 October, IB reports his highest count ever, suggesting that 

as many as 500 birds may have come in to roost. On 13 November, during clear but very windy 

conditions, only 65 birds were counted at a roostwatch; but it is noted that up to four birds are now 

present during the daytime in local streets. In the mornings by the end of November, only around 

20 birds were counted leaving the roost, but the birds are almost impossible to see at this time. 

They rise steeply from the reeds and are exceptionally well camouflaged against grey winter skies. 

A count of birds coming to roost in the reeds on 10 December returned 45 birds, but less than 20 

came in on 12 December. 

 

MEADOW PIPIT 

Rare visitor 

One recorded in December 2022 was only the second in fifteen years. 

Two birds flew over the pond northwards calling, in the early morning of 7 October; another four 

birds went over east to west on 9 October, and three more were seen going north overhead on 16 

October. One flying north at dusk on 25 October. Three went overhead east, calling, early morning 

on 30 October. A single bird also flew over calling on 21 November. 

 

CHAFFINCH 

Resident but elusive; one or two pairs possibly breed 

One or two birds regularly in the woodland behind Royster Close and occasionally at Sandyhurst 

Close, until 7 April. It is thought unlikely that the species breeds at the Pond, but possibly in 

Plantation Woodland [MS]. One present and calling around the scrub area at the north end of the 

pond on 9 August, 30 August and 9 September; and one flew over a Royster Close calling on 13 

August. One calling in the woodland behind the house on 12 September, and calling from 

Sandyhurst Close early on 29 September and into October by which time the familiar ‘pink-pink’ 

call was again familiar around the Close. On 16 October, birds were heard calling both in The 

Sanctuary area and in trees at the north end, suggesting the presence of at least two males. One 

calling in the Sanctuary on 18 December. 

 

GREENFINCH 

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

Up to eight birds – including two or three singing males – regularly at the north end of the site. Six 

together (presumably a family group) on 25 July; five together in Sandyhurst on 13 November. 

 

 



30 

 

GOLDFINCH 

Local resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993  

Up to six occasionally, including singing birds, around Royster Close and Sandyhurst Close; 

exceptional flock of up 30 birds around the Hatch Pond / Stinsford Road junction on 21 January 

[MS]. The species is not thought to bred at the Pond as they were not present from March until 

mid-June when young birds appeared locally, and adults started to sing. More evident from early 

September, with numbers rising to eight birds again around Sandyhurst Close.  

 

SISKIN 

Winter visitor 

At least ten birds in the woodland sanctuary between Holly Hedge Lane and Royster Close on 20 

February [MS]. Two birds were picked up calling in the trees behind Royster Close on 30 

November, and (presumably the same) two were seen in flight and heard calling at the north end of 

the Pond on 4 December. On 18 December, at least 12 birds present together, and seen well 

feeding in alders above the fishing platforms. There were still 5 or 6 birds here on 24 December 

despite high winds and heavy rain, and at least four on 26 December. 

 

LINNET 

Rare winter visitor 

At least two birds occasionally in the meadow / grass area off Stinsford Road early in the year. 

Maximum four on 21 January but no records after 22 January. 

 

BULLFINCH 

Resident (?); one pair possibly breeds 

A pair at feeders in the garden at Royster Close, early evening on 9 April. Neighbours report 

seeing them for many years: “not often, but always appreciated”. MS then had a pair together by 

the outfall on 11 April, and a male in vegetation around the new viewpoint on Stinsford Road a few 

days later on 17 April. One female was present in vegetation by the outfall (in the same spot as 11 

April) on 24 September and seen to fly over to the Sanctuary area.  

 

REED BUNTING 

Resident; one or two pairs possibly breed. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993 

One male first heard singing on 3 March and recorded regularly thereafter, with two singing on 6 

June when a second bird was heard on the SW side. Two females seen on opposite sides of the 

Pond on 4 April. One male singing throughout May to at least 24 June [MS]. On 28 June, a singing 

bird was sitting very close to the old viewpoint, on the Stinsford Road slope. After which not seen 

until one was picked up flying between bushes in the reeds at the north end on 14 August. 

Thereafter, no records until one was heard calling in the early evening on 12 December. 
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OTHER WILDLIFE 

 

Insects 

The systematic order of insects presented here follows that described by Peter C. Barnard in The 

Royal Entomological Society Book of British Insects, published by Wiley-Blackwell in 2011 

 

The following list comprises insects identified by the editor during 2023. It is recognized the there 

are many, many others at the site, but no entymological knowledge is assumed and a survey has 

never been undertaken. 

 

Dragonflies and Damselflies (odonata) 

The Odonata lists presented below follow the taxonomic sequence of Schorr and Paulson (2013) 

 

Common Blue Damselfly 

Occasional in the garden at Royster Close in late May and into June. One female photographed in 

the meadow area on 12 June. Lots around the Pond on 24, 27 and 28 June - 11 July including ovi-

positing  

Blue-tailed Damselfly 

Occasional in the garden at Royster Close in late May and into June. 

Two in the meadow area on 13 June. Several on 24 June, including along Hatch Pond Road edge. 

Teneral (emergent) female photographed on 27 June, also several males. 

Similar 28 June - 21 July. One or two males still in the wet heath area of scrub at the north end on 

9 August. 

 

Migrant Hawker 

One on 4 September and at least four on 5 September. Two on 7 September and one on 15 

September. Two on 7 October. 

 

Hairy Dragonfly 

Two hawking the tops of oak trees in the sanctuary in the late evening on 9 June, then one in the 

Royster Close garden on 10 June. 

One female in the meadow area on 13 June, and a pair on 24 June 

 

Broad-bodied Chaser 

One male along the water’s edge at Hatch Pond Road at 10am on 13 June, and two more half an 

hour later in the meadow area. At least ten around the pond on 24 June 
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Scarce Chaser 

Three or four along the Stinsford Road hedge on 24, 27 and 28 June. 

One in wet heath / scrub area on 5 July 

One on bramble in the meadow on 10 July. 

 

Keeled Skimmer 

Two females in the wet heath / scrub area on 5 July; three on 12 July 

One male in the meadow area on 17 July. Two females on 21 July 

 

Common Darter 

One male on the new bench in bright sunshine mid-afternoon on 21 August; several in scrub area 

on 4 and 5 September, as well as in the channel from BIttern Viewpoint. Also 7 September and two 

(male and female) present on 16 October 

 

 

Grasshoppers and Crickets (orthoptera) 

The Orthoptera lists presented below follow the taxonomic sequence used by Dr Tim Gardner 

FBNA in A Guide to Grasshoppers and Bush-Crickets (2012) 

 

Roesel’s bush-cricket (Metrioptera roeselii) 

One photographed in long grass at the edge of the meadow on 11 September 

 

Meadow Grasshopper (Chorthippus parallelus) 

Common in the meadow and scrub areas especially during summer, seen from July onwards. 

Common Field Grasshopper (Chorthippus brunneus) 

Common in the meadow and scrub areas especially during summer, seen from July onwards. 

 

Beetles (coleoptera) 

Stag Beetle 

Up to three in the Royster Close garden and Sanctuary area in the first week of June 

Common Red Soldier Beetle 

Many on Queen Anne’s Lace and Yarrow first seen on 27 June 

Great Diving Beetle 

A female seen in the garden at Royster Close on 28 August. Presumably dropped by a bird, the 

insect was alive and hurried through the lawn into shade of border plants 

Cream-streaked ladybird (Harmonia quadripunctata) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (NW, TE) 
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Shield Bugs (Pentatomidae) 

Red-legged Shieldbug (Pentatoma rufipes) 

One caught in a moth trap on 21 September 

Red-legged Shieldbug (Pentatoma rufipes) by Martin Smith 

 

Flies (diptera) 

Alder Fly 

Adult at the outfall on 15 April 

Caddis Fly 

Large numbers in late August, including several in moth traps. 

Common Awl Robber Fly (Neoitamus cyanurus) 

One in the garden on 9 June, and lots in the Meadow on 27 June 

Flesh Fly (Sarcophaga carnaria) 

One on bramble leaves along Stinsford Road on 20 July 

 

Syrphidae (Hoverflies) 

Hornet Mimic Hoverfly (Volucella zonaria) 
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One along Stinsford Road hedge on 28 June 

At least five on 11 July and 12 July 

Long Hoverfly (Sphaerophoria scripta) 

One photographed in the ditch along the Stinsford Road hedge on 5 July. 

A mating pair in the scrub area on 20 July 

Batman Hoverfly (Myathropa florea) 

One in bramble along Stinsford Road edge on 11 July and 12 July 

Marmalade Hoverfly (Episyrphus balteatus) 

One in bramble along Stinsford Road edge on 11 July (same day as first Silver Y) 

 

Bees, Wasps and Ants (hymenoptera) 

Hornet (vespa vespa) 

One in woodland by The Glimpse on 11 July 

Spined Mason Bee (Osmia spinulosa)  

Photographed on Queen Anne’s Lace in the meadow on 21 July 

Spined Mason Bee (Osmia spinulosa) by Martin Smith 

 

White-tailed Bumble Bee 

Buff-tailed Bumble Bee 
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Butterflies and moths (lepidoptera) 

Butterflies 

The taxonomy of the butterflies of Britain and Ireland as used in this report is defined in Checklist 

of the Lepidoptera of the British Isles; Agassiz, Beavan & Heckford (2013) and its updates. 

 

ESSEX SKIPPER 

Two at least of this species in the Stinsford Road meadow on 27 June. 

A small colony (10 – 15 individuals) located in the wet heath / scrub area behind the gate at the 

north end on 5 July. 2 – 3 in the meadow on 11 July. Up to six in colony on 12 July 

 

SMALL SKIPPER 

Two in the scrub area to the north on 23 June. At least ten around the meadow mid-afternoon on 

24 June and more than 30 on 27 June. 15-20 on 28 June; two on 5 July; 5 – 6 on 20 July. 

One along Stinsford Road path in the morning of 25 July, when over 100 butterflies of 11 species 

were present 

 

LARGE SKIPPER 

At least ten around the meadow mid-afternoon on 24 June and 3 on 27 June 

 

LARGE WHITE 

Two in the back of the Sanctuary (and Royster Close garden) on 17 May 

One flying around the scrub area on 17 June 

One in the meadow on 24 June 

One in Plantation Woodland on 27 June and Royster Close garden on 7 July, 9 July, and 11 July. 

Two along the Stinsford Road path and Meadow in the morning of 25 July, when over 100 

butterflies of 11 species were present. At least four on 9 August and 2 – 3 throughout the month 

into September 

 

SMALL WHITE 

Two in Sanctuary and Royster Close garden on 9 July. One in the wet heath area on 11 July and 

at least three on 20 July. Up to five in the morning of 25 July, when over 100 butterflies of 11 

species were present. Small numbers (3-5, max 10) throughout August. 5 – 6 on 3 September 

 

BRIMSTONE 

One in the sanctuary (and Royster Close garden) on 14 April. One flying across the scrub area at 

the north end on 20 July. One along bramble beside the meadow in the morning of 25 July, when 

over 100 butterflies of 11 species were present. 

 

https://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/references.php#Agassiz,%20Beavan%20&%20Heckford%20(2013)
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SPECKLED WOOD 

One in the sanctuary area on 7 May 

One in the trees along Stinsford Road edge on 24 June 

One in Plantation Woodland on 27 June. 

Two along Sandyhurst FP on 10 July and two in Bramble in the meadow on 11 July. 

Three in trees along Stinsford Road on 17 July morning. Two on 20 July 

At least five along the Stinsford Road path in the morning of 25 July, when over 100 butterflies of 

11 species were present. Two on 9 August in bright sunshine, and two on 4 September. 

Two late individuals on 22 October- one along Stinsford edge and one in a Royster Close garden 

RINGLET 

One freshly emerged male on garlic mustard along Stinsford Road hedge on 27 June 

 

MEADOW BROWN 

First seen on the wing early morning in the meadow on 12 June; three on 13 June. 

Three on 23 June 

at least 15 on 24 June and more than 20 on 27-28 June; two in wet heath / scrub area on 5 July. 

Three or four in Royster Close garden on 9 July. At least ten on 17 July, including one very small 

individual. Up to five in the Meadow and along Stinsford Road path in the morning of 25 July, when 

over 100 butterflies of 11 species were present. 2 – 3 on 9 August. 

 

GATEKEEPER 

Two along Stinsford Road hedge on 27 June 

At least 30 in the meadow in the morning of 11 July. 8 on 12 July in wind. One on 17 July. 

5-6 behind the gate at the north end on 20 July. At least 60, most on Field Thistles, were counted 

in the morning of 25 July, when over 100 butterflies of 11 species were present. 

Still on the wing on 8 August when at least six were flying in the scrub area, visiting gorse and 

hemp agrimony. 

 

MARBLED WHITE 

One along Stinsford Road edge and a second in bramble at the meadow mid-afternoon on 24 

June. Three here on 27 June and two on 28 June 

 

RED ADMIRAL 

Nationally, 2023 was an exceptional year for this species, and especially later in the year 

(from September onwards) large numbers were recorded across Dorset 

One on brambles along Stinsford Road hedge on 27 June and 28 June. 
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One on buddleia (and grounding on the pavement) in Plantation Road on 1 July 

One in a Royster Close garden at 5pm on 7 July, and 4pm 9 July. 

One in bramble on the meadow at 5pm 10 July, 10am on 11 July, 5pm 12 July. 

Three here on 17 July and similar on 20 July. At least five in the meadow and along Stinsford Road 

path in the morning of 25 July, when over 100 butterflies of 11 species were present. An 

exceptional year for this species. Three present along the channel beyond the Bittern viewpoint on 

9 August, and up to five specimens recorded regularly throughout August. A significant increase in 

numbers was reported across the region from 21 September, and at least 20 were present around 

the Pond and in Royster Close gardens, including 8 – 10 together on 26 September. At least three 

on 7 and 9 October, and still one mid-afternoon on 15 October. Three late afternoon in gardens on 

22 October. One still present in sunshine on 30 October. 

 

PEACOCK 

One in Royster Close garden 5pm on 7 July. One on bramble in the meadow in the morning of 11 

July One in Sandyhurst Close on 20 July. At least five on buddleia and bramble in the Meadow and 

Stinsford Road path in the morning of 25 July, when over 100 butterflies of 11 species were 

present. At least three present in bright sunshine around the site on 9 August; one late-morning on 

4 September. At least three with Red Admirals on 26 September. 

 

COMMA 

One in bramble along Stinsford Road edge mid-afternoon on 24 June and 28 June. 

One in the Royster Close garden on 9 July. One along Stinsford Road path in the morning of 25 

July, when over 100 butterflies of 11 species were present. 

One past in a strong wind before a thunderstorm on the morning of 2 August 

 

HOLLY BLUE 

Several around the sanctuary area and (up to six) visiting the garden in late April and throughout 

May. One male back in the same area on 9 July. 

Up to 5 (males and females) along the Stinsford Road path in the morning of 25 July, when over 

100 butterflies of 11 species were present. Over the weekend of 5 / 6 August up to 20 individuals 

were present around gardens in the afternoon, and two or three were flying around the scrub area 

on 9 August. Garden 4 September. 

One, presumably of this species, was seen flying across the pond early morning on 24 September. 

 

SILVER-STUDDED BLUE 

One male on Meadow Grass along the Stinsford Road hedge on 27 June. Possibly the first record 

for the site [tbc] 
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Silver-studded Blue (Plebejus argus) by Martin Smith 

 

Moths 

Presented here in Systematic Order according to the website of UK Moths and in accordance with 

“A checklist of the Lepidoptera of the British Isles" by Agassiz, D.J.L., Beavan, S.D. & Heckford 

R.J. (2013) 

 

The following species were trapped in four sessions in two traps placed overnight on each 

occasion at the scrub and wet heath area behind the Sandyhurst Gate on 15 and 22 August, and 6 

and 11 September. Records suggest these may be the first settings of moth traps of any kind at 

Hatch Pond. 

On 15 August, 77 moths of 27 species were trapped; and on 22 August 136 moths of 47 species 

were trapped. On 6 September, the two traps caught 150 specimens of 35 species. A further ten 

species were recorded for the first time on 12 September, when 130 moths of 28 species were 

trapped. In all, over 450 moths were recorded, of 78 species. Including the day-time species listed 

a total of 85 species were recorded this summer. 

 

Ypsolopha parenthesella (White-shouldered Smudge) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

 

Argyresthia goedartella (Golden Argent) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE)  
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Blastobasis adustella (Dingy Dowd) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Blastobasis lacticolella (London Dowd) 

Three caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

 

Chequered Fruit-tree Tortrix (Pandemis corylana) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW)  

Light Brown Apple (Epiphyas postvittana) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (NW, TE) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Neoochylis molliculana (Ox-tongue Conch) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (NW, TE) 

Epinotia Ramella (Small Birch Bell) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Epinotia nisella (Grey Poplar Bell) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Dark Strawberry Tortrix (Celypha lacunana) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Acleris sp 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (NW, TE) 

 

Cydia amplana (Rusty Oak Moth) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (NW, TE) 

 

Oncocera Semirubella (Rosy-striped Knot-horn) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE)  

 

Mother of Pearl (Pleuroptya ruralis) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

 

Eudonia angustea (Narrow-winged Grey) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

 

Chilo phragmitella (Reed Veneer) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Calamotropha paludella (Bulrush Veneer) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Agriphila tristella (Common Grass-veneer) 
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One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Agriphila geniculea (Elbow-striped Grass-veneer) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Four caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

 

Brown China-mark (Elophila nymphaeata) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Beautiful China-mark (Nymphula nitidulata) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

 

Poplar Hawkmoth (Laothoe populi) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

 

Single-dotted Wave (Idaea dimidiata) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Riband Wave (Idaea aversata) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Maiden’s Blush (Cyclophora punctaria) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Vestal (Rhodometra sacraria) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

 

Grey Pine Carpet (Thera obeliscata) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Three caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

 

Yellow Shell (Camptogramma bilineata bilineata) 

Three caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE)  

Double-striped Pug (Gymnoscelis rufifasciata) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Three caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 
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Iron Prominent (Notodonta dromedarius) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

 

Buff-tip (Phalera bucephala) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

 

Ermine sp 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

 

Marsh Oblique-barred (Hypenodes humidalis) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Pinion Streaked Snout (Schrankia costaestrigalis) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

 

Clifden Nonpareil (catocala fracini) 

One was trapped overnight in a moth trap in the scrub area and released onsite on 7 September 

[TE, NW] This constitutes a first record for Hatch Pond. This follows a few days of gentle easterly 

winds and high temperature, so typical of a continental migrant...? 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) and another overnight 

on 6 September in a garden 3 miles north of the site  

Although the majority of record dates coincide with airflows from the Continent, the 7 September 

2007 example at Puddletown occurred following a ten-day period of north to north-westerly winds. 

Jersey Tiger (Euplagia quadripunctaria 

Four caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

 

Knot Grass (Acronicta rumicis) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

 

Copper Underwing (Amphipyra pyramidea) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

 

Pale Mottled Willow (Caradrina clavipalpis) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW)  
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Straw Underwing (Thalpophila matura) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Five caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE 

Ear Moth (Amphipoea oculea) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Flounced Rustic (Luperina testacea) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Vine’s Rustic (Hoplodrina ambigua) 

Fourteen caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Eighteen caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Four caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Nine caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Silky Wainscot (Chilodes maritima) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE)  

Old Lady (Mormo maura) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Angle Shades (Phlogophora meticulosa) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Rosy Rustic (Hydraecia micacea) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Sallow (Cirrhia icteritia) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

The Dun-bar (Cosmia trapezina) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

 

Bright-line Brown-eye (Lacanobia oleracea) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Webb’s Wainscot (Globia sparganii) 

Three caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Six caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 
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Common Wainscot (Mythimna pallens) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Smoky Wainscot (Mythimna impura) 

Three caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Southern Wainscot (Mythimna straminea) 

Four caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

White-point (Mythimna albipuncta) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Obscure Wainscot (Mythimna obsolete) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

 

Turnip (Agrotis segetum) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW)  

Heart & Dart (Agrotis exclamationis) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Heart & Club (Agrigotis clavis) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE)  

Shuttle-shaped Dart (Agrotis puta) 

Six caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Eleven caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Seven caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Flame Shoulder (Ochropleura plecta) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Five caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Small Square-spot (Diarsia rubi) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Square-spot Rustic (Xestia xanthographa) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Fifteen caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Four caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Large Yellow Underwing (Noctua pronuba) 

Nine caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Nine caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 
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An exceptional count of 51 caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

22 caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing (Noctua fimbriata) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Lesser Yellow Underwing (Noctua pronuba) 

22 caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing (Noctua janthe) 

Seven caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Fourteen caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Four caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Setaceous Hebrew Character (Xestia c-nigrum) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Three caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Eight caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Three caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Silver Y (Autographa gamma) 

One in flowery grass on the meadow in the morning of 11 July. 

Three in the wet heath grass on 12 July and at least six more on 20 July  

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

 

Sharp-angled Peacock (Macaria alternata) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Brimstone moth (Opisthograptis luteolata) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE)  

Bordered Beauty (Epione repandaria) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

Canary-shouldered Thorn (Ennomos alniaria) 

Three caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Scalloped Oak (Crocallis elinguaria) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Four caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Tawny-barred Angle (Macaria liturata) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Willow Beauty (Peribatodes rhomboidaria) 

Three caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 
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Eleven caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Twelve caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

28 caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Common Wave (Cabera exanthemata) 

Six caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 15 / 16 August (TE) 

Three caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Two caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

Light Emerald (Campaea margaritaria) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 21 / 22 August (TE, NW) 

Five caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 5 / 6 September (TE) 

One caught overnight in a BCP moth trap session on 11 / 12 September (TE) 

 

The following species were recorded during the year as day-flying specimens only (ie NOT caught 

in the moth traps): 

Six-spot Burnet (Zygaena filipendulae) 

One on a thistle head in the meadow on 5 July and at least three (all on ragwort) in the morning of 

11 July. Six on 20 July and at least four in the morning of 25 July, when over 100 butterflies of 11 

species were present [MS] 

Brown Silverline (Petrophora chlorosata) 

One in long grass along the Stinsford Road hedge on 12 July [MS] 

Dichrorampha vancouverana (Tansy Root) 

First identified from photograph on nettles on 11 July [MS] 

Hummingbird Hawkmoth (Macroglossum stellatarum) 

One flying between Royster Close and the Sanctuary area late afternoon on 23 August [MS] 

 

 

Clifden Nonpareil (Catocala fraxini) by BCP Environmental Services 
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Reptiles (amphibia) 

Red-eared Slider 

Large terrapin basking on lily pads in warm sunshine; south-west corner by outfall. 

First seen on 30 April, and on two occasions in May. One (presumably the same individual) was 

seen again on 24 September, chewing on reed stems on the west edge of the Pond. 

Common Toad 

Toadlets (and occasionally some adults) were first reported passing through Royster Close 

gardens early in August, and in the grass along the meadow on 9 and 12 September. Several 

adults in the garden on 7 September and one under a waste bin on 15 September; two more in 

compost on 5 and 7 October. 

 

Lizards and Snakes (Squamata) 

Common Lizard 

One (probably of this species) was seen briefly in the scrub area on 16 August [TE]. One juvenile 

in a Royster Close garden immediately behind the sanctuary area on 6 September [KD] when two 

were also seen in the scrub area while setting up moth traps [TE] 

 

Slugs and Snails (Stylommatophora) 

Leopard or Great Grey Slug (Limax maximus)  

One in the wet fen area at the north end of the site on 12 September 

 

Spiders (Arachnida) 

The Arachnida lists presented below follow the taxonomic sequence published by Peter Merrett 

and John Murphy in The Bulletin of the British Arachnological Society (2000) 

 

Wasp Spider (Argiope bruennichi) 

Small colony in the long grass in the wet heath and scrub area behind the Sandyhurst gate, 

maximum fourteen occupied webs counted on 16 August. Nine counted there on 30 August. 

On 11 September, five were counted in the scrub area (including three new webs) and a further 

three in the meadow area. 
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Raft Spider (Dolomedes fimbriatus) 

Large numbers on various leaves in the wet heath and scrub area behind the Sandyhurst gate on 

22 August and for severla weeks thereafter. 

Evarcha arcuate (Metallic Jumping Spider) 

in the wet heath and scrub area behind the Sandyhurst gate on 22 August (TE, NW) 

Garden or Cross Spider (Metrioptera roeselii) 

Common as webs appeared in the meadow and scrub areas from early in September 

 

Harvestman sp (Leiobunum rotundum) 

Two or three noticed in long grass while counting Wasp Spiders on 28 and 30 August 
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Mammals 

Rodents (rodentia) 

Grey Squirrel 

Brown Rat 

 

Carnivores (carnivora) 

Red Fox 

A family of foxes has been present in the woodland behind Royster Close for many years (since at 

least 1998) and in 2023 are still seen and heard regularly. 

 

The body of an adult was found in the ditch behind the Stinsford Road hedge in March, presumably 

hit by a vehicle. Another adult was seen (alive and well) in the rough area behind the Top Pool on 

31 March and again on 10 April. Same adult, identified by tail. A small vixen. 

One (different) adult seen well in Plantation Woodland early morning on 4 April. 

One large male along Stinsford Road in the evening on 27 April, and a Vixen heard calling from the 

sanctuary at the same time. Young heard nipping and yelping in the woodland on 12 June and 28 

June. - 5 July. Dog fox barking in this area on 13 June. Vixen seen in the Meadow area mid-

afternoon on 23 June. Various young and barking / screeching throughout August. 

On 25 August, one small animal was seen on the grass area by the footpath opposite the Pond 

leading to Canford Heath, visiting gardens, and a second larger animal up near the subway a 

halfmile away. 

Between 11pm and midnight on 5 September three foxes were seen locally- one in the meadow at 

Hatch Pond (a large animal with a very dark tail); one in the middle of Fleetsbridge Roundabout 

and one along Cabot Lane. One young animal in Plantation Road and Royster Close late at night 
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on 25 September. At early morning on 29 September, two young foxes were seen together from 

the new bench and watched for half an hour at play on the freshly cut area of reeds (cut 

Wednesday 27 September). Both these young were again seen together in Sandyhurst Close 

around midnight on 10 October, and one in Plantation Road at 6am on 15 October. 

A vixen was heard squealing from the sanctuary area several times during December. 

 

Bats (chiroptera) 

Pipistrelle 

Several bats (presumably of this species) have been recorded throughout the summer in gardens 

and woodland behind Royster Close for many years. 

First seen in a garden at Royster Close on 27 March. 

At least ten active around the Pond on 21 April and 27 April. 

Four at Sandyhurst and two at Royster Close on 5 June. Every night, still at least two on 13 June. 

This pattern continued late into the summer, and two were still active on 9 October. 

Unseasonally warm weather in 10 December (still12°C at 4.30pm) meant that at least four 

Pipistrelles were flying, foraging along both Stinsford Road and Sandyhurst Close on 10 and 12 

December. 

Long-eared Bat 

Two (presumably of this species) over the Royster Close garden in late May, and two active again 

on 7 June, 12 June and one 13 June 

Two along Hatch Pond Road edge early morning on 1 September and one 4 September, and one 

in the evening on 18 and 21 September. At least three still flying around the garden on 7 October. 

Noctule 

One (probably of this species) over the pond flying N/NE at 9.30pm on 5 June and again at 9.50 on 

7 June, when all three species were seen from the house 

 

Fish 

In conversation with a fisherman on 16 April, he advised having landed a ’listed’ Common Carp 

last evening, named ‘Split-tail’ that weighed 29lb and 10oz. The largest fish caught here weighed 

32lb. He had also caught eleven other fish overnight, the smallest weighing 11lb, and a 4lb Tench. 

The smaller fish are Roach and Perch. Hatch Pond (managed by Wimborne & District Angling 

Club) offers seven ‘swims’, previously up to nine 

.I saw my first reasonable view of a carp investigating a submerged road cone in murky sunlit 

water off one of the fishing platforms on 15 September, and on 26 December one large fish was 

seen to jump clear of the water behind two Grebes, which it outsized considerably. 

One Ghost Carp weighing 15lb was landed overnight on 12 June 
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Fungi 

Persistent Waxcap (Hygrocybe acutoconica) 

First specimen recorded by Jez Martin (BCP) on 3 August. 

This is considered to be the first record of this species anywhere within the BCP Authority, though 

typical of this time of year in chalk and acid grass areas so may be elsewhere in Poole 

 

 

Persistent Waxcap (Hygrocybe acutoconica) by Jez Martin 

 

Amethyst Deceiver (Laccaria amethystina) 

Small cluster of three and one of two, noticed in leaf litter at the north end of the pond on 9 August 

and several more on the back near the badger sett on 17 October. 

Sulphur Tuft (Hypholoma fasciculare) 

Several long stands and clusters along the Sandyhurst Close path first noticed on 5 August; then 

various present around the site until the end of the year. Several clusters in a willow tree by the 

outfall on HP Road 

Grisette (Amanita vaginata) 

A stand, probably of this species, along the Hatch Pond Road at the beginning of August, still 

blooming and spreading on 15 October and 23 October. 

Fly Agaric (Amanita muscaria) 

One large specimen under trees along the Stinsford edge on 17 October 
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Blusher (Amanita rubescens)  

Several along edge near Fishing Platform from 7 October, mixed with Gristtes on 15 October.  

Parasol (Macrolepiota procera) 

Various round the area near the bench and Fishing Platforms in August, and October. 

Cep / Penny Bun (Boletus edulus) 

Two stands of small specimens on 9 October 

Haresfoot Inkcap (Coprinosis lagopus) 

A stand of six and another, younger stand of two in rough grass and mixed woodchip by the new 

bench on 7 October; others in the same spot on 9 October. Still flowering on 23 October. 

Deceiver (Laccaria laccata) 

Several in a few small clusters in the scrub area near the badger sett on 17 October. 

Saffron Milk Cap (Lactarius deliciosus) 

Three close together in the reedbed on 17 October 

Birch Knight (tricholoma fulvum) 

A stand of several large specimens,on the Sandthurst Close grass beside the gate on 17 October. 

Birch bolete (leccinum scabrum) 

One beside Hatch Pond Road on 17 October 

Armarilla mellea (Honey Fungus) 

Stinsford Road woodland edge on 11 November 

Purple Brittlegill (Russula atropurpurea) 

One with Amethysy Deceiver at the north end on 11 November 

Common Earthball (Scleroderma citrinum) 

Stinsford Road woodland 

Common Puffball (Lycoperdon perlatum) 

One by the first fishing platform in HPR corner on 11 November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haresfoot Inkcap (Coprinosis lagopus)  Amethyst Deceiver (Laccaria amethystina)  
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