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Between us we recorded 193 species of birds.  
There were no less than three additions to the Lodmoor list: Elegant tern, Black crowned 
Night Heron and Ferruginous Duck. 
These additions take the Lodmoor list to 316.  
There were also two species making only their second appearance on Lodmoor: American 
Golden Plover and Ross’s Gull. 
In the spring other rarities incl. an Alpine Swift, Common Crane, a pair of Black winged 
Stilt, Purple Heron and, arguably, rarest of all, a singing Fieldfare.  
The autumn produced, among others, Sooty Shearwater in the bay, Caspian Gull, a record 
count of Greenshank, Turtle Dove, Honey Buzzard, Lodmoor’s earliest ever Whooper 
Swan and, for the second year running, Leach’s Petrel.   
Sadly the headline event of the year, however, was the devastating impact of avian flu on the 
Common Tern and Black headed Gull colonies. For the first time since they began breeding 
at Lodmoor not a single tern chick survived. Fingers cross for 2024.   
There was better news for some of the other flagship breeders. The Marsh Harrier pair 
raised a single chick, the single mum Barn Owl at Lorton successfully reared two young, 
Bearded Reedlings enjoyed another excellent year and Eurasian Bullfinch continues to go 
from strength to strength as a breeding bird locally.  
On the debit side there was no sign of any recovery in numbers of breeding Sedge Warbler 
and there was a worrying decline in the number of singing Eurasian Reed Warblers.   
Finally no account of the highlights of 2023 would be complete without mentioning  

a) the return of the wintering Golden Plover flock. They brightened many an otherwise dull 
winter’s day. 
b) the morning a record count of 28 Greenshank magically dropped onto the west scrape.  

 
 
OBSERVERS 
Geoff Lightfoot, Richard Morris, Geoff and Sheila Barlow, Phil Cheeseman Nevil Fowler, 
Daragh Croxson and Brett Spencer(+ several uncredited observers). 
Photographs: grovelling apologies that this year there aren’t any! This isn’t because of a lack 
of good pics( Phil has loads). It’s because, when I returned from hols, I couldn’t be arsed to 
organise any, so I’ve produced a text only report. I’ll try and do better next year. In the 
meantime rare birds that were snapped as proof of i.d. are marked PHOTO for ref.   

 
Daragh Croxson February 15 2024 
 
KEY 
Red denotes National N or Dorset D rarities.  
Blue denotes birds rare or very scarce to Lodmoor/Weymouth Bay, but not to Dorset.    
WB: Weymouth Bay. 2MC: Two Mile Coppice. CP: Lodmoor Country Park. 
 
 

SYSTEMATIC LIST 
 
Dark bellied brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla 
As ever the majority of records were of birds flying over or settled in Weymouth Bay.  
Between Jan 3rd and May 1st a total of 32 on just 7 dates were noted, incl. 11 w Jan 7th.   
The autumn, as usual, produced the majority of records. There was no repeat of 2022’s 
spectacular numbers. But a very respectable 260+ were recorded on 40 dates from Spt 12th - 
Dec 26th. Spt 12th was an early first returning date by Lodmoor standards. The majority were 
west bound across the bay but also incl. a number on Lodmoor. One individual lingered for 17 
days in Oct/early Nov and 26 appeared briefly on the reserve Nov 30th.  



A single flock of 40 east across the bay Nov 25th was an exceptional count by Lodmoor 
standards.       
Pale bellied brent Goose Branta bernicla hrota 
4 records of of a mere 10 migrants on/across WB this year: 
3 Mch 16th.  
4 May 1st.  
2 May 8th.  
1 Oct 13th.   

 
Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
Breeding: the small breeding population seemed fairly stable. A total of 25 goslings were 
counted from at least 7 nesting pairs.    
Other records: the usual autumn influx was about a month later this year. Instead of 
appearing en masse in early Spt the big flocks delayed their arrival until Oct with peak counts 
of 600. It wasn’t long before many of them disappeared again as flooding in Nov made the 
reserve a less tempting feeding area.   
As always the feral flocks pulled in a variety of hybrid exotica incl. the Cape Shelduck hybrid 
job from previous years.    
 
Greylag Goose Anser anser 
Surprisingly few records given the big increases in numbers at Silverlake in recent years. 
Confined to just 5 birds on 4 isolated dates in Mch(twice), Apr and Spt.  
A grey goose sp. distantly w across the bay Oct 27th was probably this species.      
       
Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
Breeding: very poor breeding success this year. Two pairs produced 2 cygnets between them 
but one perished and the other disappeared shortly after fledging.   
Two more pairs failed or possibly didn’t even attempt to breed.    
Winter/passage: present all year round and occasionally appearing in Weymouth Bay as well 
as the reserve. No big counts this year but wanderers did incl. 7 adults and 2 juvs Spt 29th 
and a flock of 6 juveniles that hung around in Nov.  

 
Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 
1 record: 
west scrape Spt 29th. Photo. 
Lodmoor’s earliest ever autumn record. Only the 3rd record in the last 10 years.   
    
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 
8 records of feral wanderers: 
2 Jan 4th. 
1-2 on several dates Mch 11th - 16th.  
3 Apr 22nd. 
2 May 16th and 26th.  
1 Jun 7th.  
8 w, then later back e, Oct 16th.   
10 w Dec 1st.  

 
Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 
Breeding: successfully nested on the reserve for the first time in 3 years. 2 newly hatched 
ducklings were noted in late May and 5 in early Jun. It is possible that these were two 
separate broods but may have all been siblings. At any rate 5 survived to fledging. In addition 
a pair with 2 duckling were noted in the bay on Jun 20th and may have been birds leaving the 
reserve or arriving from Portland Harbour breakwater.    
There was also the intriguing arrival of of 2 adults with a creche of 14 juvs in Aug….almost 
certainly breeders from nearby.     
Other records: the usual gap in records fell this year between Spt 10th and Oct 11th. Otherwise 
present all year. This species is not uncommon crossing the bay en route to and from 
Portland Harbour breakwater. But 9 settled birds on the water Dec 22nd was an unexpected 
sight.  



Mch featured the highest settled count of 29 but there were some notable, if brief, visits. 
These incl. 16 Oct 15th & 16th, and 14 briefly doubling the settled flock of 14 Dec 25th.       
 
Garganey Spatula querquedula 
Probably Lodmoor’s best ever spring…followed by a completely blank autumn! 
Spring: a pair Mch 26th were welcome but they failed to prepare us for what was to come. 
Starting on Apr 6th, when 5 arrived, numbers rose daily to 9 by 8th. Birds were then present 
daily with 4 until 23rd. This flock was followed by a female 28th - 30th, a male May 7th and 
probably the same 13th - 15th and 20th. Finally a pair May 26th, 27th.  
In summary a minimum of 14 birds on 28 days. 
To put that in context in recent years we’ve only been averaging about 3 records a year.         

 
Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata 
Breeding: becoming a familiar story in recent years….at least 1 and maybe 2 pairs appeared 
to over-summer. But once again none of us could spot any ducklings.      
Winter/passage: nothing too dramatic but some quite good counts by Lodmoor standards, incl. 
38 in early Mch and up to 47 Oct - Dec.    
This is a genuinely rare bird in the bay, so a drake sat on the sea Dec 10th was a good record.  
 
Gadwall Mareca strepera 
Breeding: several pairs continue to successfully nest on Lodmoor. Two separate broods of 9 
and 5 were noted in late May and Jun. At least 7 of the 9 made it to fledging. The fate of the 
smaller brood is less certain, although an adult with 3 well grown young Jun 28th were 
probably the survivors of this attempt. So a total of 10 young probably made it.             
Counts: three figure counts appear to be a thing of the past. But there were gatherings of 55 
by late May and up to 72 in mid Oct.   

 
Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope 
Once again regularly present in winter in small numbers. 
Early on: present daily Jan until Apr 23rd. A fairly stable flock of between 15 and 27 birds were 
around through Jan and Mch, peaking at 30 in early Mch and gradually dwindling until the last 
bird departed in the final week in Apr. 
Autumn: first returning bird Aug 26th, followed by 1 Spt 13th, and 18th- 26th.  
Late on: 2 in early Oct has increased to up to 26 by the end of the month and into Dec, with 
up to 21 staying until the end of the year.     
 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
Breeding: incl. broods of 14 and 11(of which 9 made it to fledging). A total of at least 7 pair 
bred.   
Remarkably few around later in the year. A count of just 9 on Dec 2nd.      
 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta 
Winter-spring: male Feb 4th, fem 14th, fem Mch 16th - 31st, 1 in off Apr 21st.      
Autumn-winter: fem Oct 18th, pair 23rd, male 25th.   
A below par set of records. 
 
Eurasian Teal Anas crecca 
Winter-spring: a max. of 210 were counted Jan/Feb. As usual some were slow to leave. 80+ 
lingered into mid Apr with 30 still around early May. 1-2 hung on until the last of the spring 
24th.    
Summer-autumn: the first returning/non breeding birds are appearing later in recent years. 2 
turned up Jun 17th but birds were then only very erratically present until late Jly. Numbers 
then gradually grew to 30+ by the end of Aug. 
Autumn-winter: a flock of 77 had gathered by Spt 10th and three figure counts were a daily 
feature by early Oct. Numbers then stabilised at around 220 until flooding in Nov when 
numbers fell again to just 110 before increasing slowly again late Nov. A cold weather 
movement Dec 2nd pushed numbers up to 300, the highest total of the year.   
  
Common Pochard Aythya ferina 
We now seem to have lost both our wintering flock and the small colony of breeding bird. 



How times have changed.  The “good old days” at Lodmoor are actually just 4 years ago. To 
put the abrupt decline in the wintering flock in context the highest count of 2023 was less than 
one tenth of the biggest flock in 2019. And it is not just numbers that are down…this species 
is now present on far fewer dates.     
Breeding: the fourth blank year in a row. Up to 7, incl. 2 females, were around on a number of 
dates in Apr and May. But the prospecting didn’t lead to any nesting. Indeed between late 
May and late Aug there was just a single record, of a male, Jun 21st - 23rd.       
Winter/Autumn: very few were noted at Jan/Feb but there was a small arrival of up to 29 Jan 
30th - Feb 2nd. The only other double figure count was Mch 20th.   
In the autumn up to 5 hung around Spt 1st - 10th. But there were then just 5 records of 1 - 3 

birds until a minor influx produced the year’s highest count of 59 Oct 30th, with 49 the next 
day. But again it didn’t last…by Nov 5th they’d all departed for Abbotsbury. Subsequently 

there were up to 11 from the second half of Nov, peaking briefly with 31 Dec 2nd.             
 
D Ferruginus Duck Aythya nyroca 
1 record: 
first winter male Oct 31st, Nov 4th, 7th, and 9th. Photo. 
Surprisingly a new species for Lodmoor.There were a run of records on Radipole in the late 
70s and early 80s but none managed to make it over to Lodmoor. And since the late 90s this 
species has become a lot harder to come by in Dorset. 
This one turned up on the post box pool with the Pochard flock(see above). But after most of 
them departed it returned, with Tufties, to a flooded west scrape. During its stay it toured west 
Dorset’s coastal wetlands…putting in appearances at Lodmoor, Radipole and Abbotsbury.   
* it was also claimed on Lodmoor, by an unknown observer, on Nov 10th. But since, despite 
looking, no one else could find it that day I’ve ignored this claim.  

 
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 
Breeding: in contrast to Gadwall none of us could find a single brood of Tufties on Lodmoor in 
2023…the first time in many years that none have been confirmed breeding. In spring a flock 
of up to 19 loitered round the seaward end of the reserve but didn’t over summer.  
Winter: a max. of 46 were around in Jan. 1 - 3 birds were regularly noted from Aug onwards 
but this species wasn’t present in any numbers until a flock of up to 29 began using the 
flooded west side in Nov. A notable arrival mid Dec then produced the year’s highest count 
with a total of 67.   
 
Greater Scaup Aythya marila  
1 record: 
female Jan 12th.  
If that sounds like a poor showing it is at least one more record than 2022!  
A Scaup type with the Tuftie flock on the west scrape on Nov 11th showed some 
characteristics of Lesser Scaup but was probably a hybrid Aythya. We’ll never know because 
it flew off before anyone could get a photo.  
    
Common Eider Somateria mollissima 
2 records in bay: 
imm drake Jan 1st. 
3 w Jan 28th.   
 
Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca  
1 record in bay: 
1 w with Common Scoter Jan 3rd. 
This remains a less than annual and usually fleeting visitor to the area. The 5th  record in the 
last 10 years.   
 
Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 
Winter-spring: about 60 in/across the bay on 30 dates Jan 3rd - Apr 9th. Incl. occasional settled 
flocks of up to 11. 
Spring-summer: inexplicably none!   
Autumn-winter: a below par showing year…a total of about 146 on 36 dates Jly 29th - Dec 29th. 
Incl. a settled flock of up to 16 late Nov/Dec.     



 
Common Goldeneye Bucephela clangula 
1 record: 
fem/imm w and then back e across bay Oct 22nd. 
 
Goosander Mergus merganser 
2 sets of records: 
5 Jan 26th. 
singles Nov 17th, 19th, 23rd, 4 over 25th, singles 27th, Dec 8th and 24th . Impossible to say how 
many different birds involved.    
The Nov and Dec records relate to some of the red heads hanging around in the 
Weymouth/Silverlake area at the time. 
 
Red breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 
1 record in the bay: 
1 Jan 2nd.    
 
Red legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 
1 record: 
1 flying across the post box pool Feb 28th. 
For the two startled observers arguably one of the most unexpected records of the year and 
surely a first for the reed bed! 
  
Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
Breeding: the decline continues. Not much evidence of breeding and generally only seen or 

heard very erratically. A male was calling regularly around Horselynch in the first half of the 
year incl. Apr. But there were depressingly few records at all in the second half of 2023.   
A huge increase in disturbance by dog walkers may have taken its toll.   

      
D Alpine Swift Apus melbus  
1 record:  
1 Mch 17th. 
Part of a national influx. Unfortunately it didn’t linger. 
Lodmoor's 7th record. But the first for 6 years. There were 4 between 2002 and 2010 but this 
was only the second since. 
 
Common Swift Apus apus 
Spring: first Apr 20th. Subsequently only passing through in disappointingly modest numbers. 
Up to 30 could be counted daily in May, increasing to 50 by the end of the month and into 
early Jun.         
Summer: incl. a feeding flock of 60+ Jun 27th.        
Autumn: this species seems to be arriving later but also lingering for a little longer in early 
autumn.The usual trickle of ones and twos in Aug were replaced by 16 on 4th and 60+ 5th. 
Thereafter 1 -3 were noted regularly until the last 2 on Spt 1st.  

 
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus    
2 records: 
1 calling Apr 21st.  
1 Jun 15th & 16th.  
Another “blink and you’ll miss them” year. 

 
Stock Dove Columba oenas 
Breeding: about 4 pairs again nested in Horselynch, Two Mile Coppice and Coffin Wood. And, 
for the first time, a pair were in territory in the CP where they probably bred. The breeding 
birds were present all year and regularly visited the main reserve to drink. 
Autumn passage: A total of about 75 were counted with the westbound Wood pigeon flocks 
on 8 dates Oct 26th - Nov 17th, incl. 30 on 15th. These figures, however, are almost certainly a 
serious underestimate of the true numbers passing through undetected in some of the big, 
and distant, Woodie flocks. 
 



Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 
Breeding: ever present. 
Autumn passage: watching the squadrons of Woodies heading west are a niche pleasure for 
some of the reserve’s regulars. For those who love the spectacle at least 48,000 passed over 
on a number of dates from Oct 16th - Nov 24th. The highest day count was 14,000 on Oct 31st.  
On occasions flocks could be seen heading ssw(towards Portland Harbour), then circling to 
get their bearings, and veering to the west as they realised they could cut the corner by 
travelling along the base of the Weymouth/Portland peninsular and carry on over The Fleet.      
European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
1 record: 
1 feeding on the west scrape with Collared Doves, Spt 29th. Photographed. 
Only the 2nd record in the last 6 years of an increasingly rare visitor to Lodmoor. And, like the 
last one, spotted by visiting birders and missed by all the locals!  

 
Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
Ever present breeding species. A common sight and sound around Lodmoor…particularly the 
west side and Country Park. However, there was no sign of a recovery in the declining 
numbers of wintering birds noted in 2022. 
 
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 
Breeding: no proof of breeding this year but calling birds clearly in territory throughout Apr 
until Jun strongly suggested they did. At least 4 territories seemed to be operation around the 
main moor.          
Winter/Autumn:surprisingly scarce early in the year but vocally present from mid Spt, with at 
least 7 birds seen/heard on a number of occasion by late Oct/Nov, incl 1 in CP moat and 
another up on the west bank itself.     
 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Breeding: once again about 10 pairs nested on the reserve, the CP and Lorton Valley. This 
species are opportunistic nesters and even small areas of open water -- like the Sainsbury 
ponds and the CP moat -- were once again colonised. Incl. a single brood of 8 chicks. 
One of the features of breeding Moorhens on Lodmoor is how many second/late broods there 
are with no less than 4 fresh lots of chicks appearing in Jly/Aug. Two obviously independent 
young were seen still successfully food begging off an adult as late as Dec. 
There were good numbers around towards the end of the year and the highest winter count 
mustered 26.          
 
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 
Breeding: first noted nest building Jan 27th. But this was another really poor year for what, 
until relatively recently, was one of Lodmoor's commonest nesting waterfowl. The best 
estimate across the summer is that only around 6 pairs successfully bred.    
Winter: the days of routine three figure counts also seem to be a thing of the past...although 
totals were better than 2022's paltry counts. A max. of 75 were counted in late Spt, rising to a 
peak count of 97 in late Dec.       
 
D Common Crane Grus grus 
2 records: 
1 nw Apr 6th .  
1 e Apr 9th.  
These sightings may have related to the same bird...who knows? The bird on the 9th was 
tracked coming across from Portland before it made landfall over Greenhill and carried on 
over Lodmoor. Most, if not all the records in Dorset nowadays, relate to wanderers from the 
reintroduction scheme. 
The first records since 2016. It’s now nearly 20 years since we had a settled bird.    
 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Breeding: a minimum of 4 pairs were in territory. They may all have produced young but the 
only record of a chick came from one on the post box pool from Aug 20th into Spt. This was 
already quite well grown by the time it was first noted, so it is possible other pairs raised 



young undetected. The pool east of Beachdown and north of the rugby club are both hard to 
observe.       
Winter: up to 5 frequented the seaward end of the reserve early in the year. Wintering birds 
returned in mid Oct and 6 were around from late Nov...often fishing on the flooded west 
scrape  
 
Red necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 
1 record: 
1 in bay Jan 1st - 2nd .  
Almost certainly the bird from Dec 2022. Strangely it didn't linger.    
     
Great crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
Breeding: an excellent year by a Lodmoor standards. Birds returned to the reserve in early 
Mch. At least 3 pairs were in territory and the first chick appeared Jun 7th and was still thriving 
in early Jly. Then up to 4 more were noted from late Jly to early Spt. Finally 2 smaller juvs 
appeared on Spt 22nd. Its not exactly clear how many pairs were involved but all 6 youngsters 
appeared to survive.  
Winter: early in the year a max. of just 21(but usually fewer than 10) frequented the bay. In 
Feb and Mch several were displaying. A pair in the bay May 20th may have come off the 
reserve rather than been genuine migrants. 
In the autumn 2 appeared in the bay in early Spt. But aside from isolated singles there were 
no settled numbers until between 7 and 11 in Dec. 
 
Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 
1 record: 
1 Weymouth Bay Dec 15th.  
Seen by a visiting birder. No longer a regular bird in the bay. 
 
Black necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
1 record: 
2 Weymouth Bay Mch 26th .  
Both of these birds were in superb summer plumage...one of those species that are 
transformed by the seasons. As an added bonus they appeared close to shore for the benefit 
of two lucky observers. Most of the few Weymouth Bay records probably relate to strays from 
Portland Harbour. But this record bears all the hallmarks of genuine migrants. 
 
Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 
Breeding: all mouth and no trousers this year. Up to 5 pairs prospected the reserve and 2 of 
them appeared to get down to nesting. The Hump pair, however, fell victim to the RSPB's 
unwillingness to control the cattle(again!) and a pair on the tern islands also gave up. Birds 
were present on Lodmoor from late Jan to the end of Aug but, apart from a lot of noise and 
colour, there was no end product. 
Winter/passage: incl. 9 w across the bay Aug 2nd, 1 along the beach Nov 12th, 1 reserve 24th, 
1 bay 28th, 29th.   
The RSPB have created a miniature Oystercatcher reserve on an island off Arne to protect 
them from increasing disturbance on the shoreline. What a shame they don’t take the same 
time and trouble with Lodmoor’s Oystercatchers. It seems utterly bonkers that a conservation 
organisation lavishes time and resources on a species at one location but at another does 
nothing to protect them!        

 
D Black winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 
1 record: 
pair Apr 24th - 28th. Photograph. 
Lodmoor's 8th. record. Unusually for this species on Lodmoor they hung around long enough 
to be widely enjoyed. They also enjoyed each other during their stay and were seen mating 
on a number of occasions.   

   
Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
5 or 6 records: 
1 Jan 25th - Feb 7th.  



1 Mch 8th, with 2 9th.  
Single(s) Mch 16th, 21st, 29th . 
2 Apr 17th.  
1 Dec 30th, 31st and into Jan 2024.   
The usual sprinkle of spring migrants. But then a very long gap before the late Dec record. 
 
Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
Winter-spring: numbers fluctuated with the weather in Jan. Nearly half of the 600 strong flock 
left during  brief freeze but when they returned numbers swelled to 950, increasing to a peak 
of 1100 in early Feb. 650 were still present mid month. But, as ever, there was a rapid 
departure of northbound birds. Just 18 lingered into Mch and the last was gone by 13th.  
No records of Apr/May migrants this year. 
Summer/Autumn: the first returning bird/failed breeder was back by Jun 1st. Numbers rose 
slowly to 30 by mid Aug. But, as usual, the first big arrival didn't happen until Oct when 
numbers climbed to 140.        
Winter: Nov's floods suppressed numbers but 250 had gathered by Nov 21st climbing to 650 
by mid Dec.   
 
European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 
Winter/Spring: the wintering flock from 2022 remained until Mch. Numbers briefly dropped 
during the freeze in mid Jan. But birds were soon back, swelling to a max count of 700 in 
early Feb.   
Like Lapwing wintering birds made a sharp exit. Just 50 were left by Mch 6th , followed by an 
isolated count of 5 17th.  
Autumn/Winter: the first returning birds appeared on Spt 30th. Numbers increased to three 
figures by mid Oct, rising to 250. Flooding in Nov deterred many birds but 500+ had returned 
by 24th and a peak count of 1050 Dec 29th. A fantastic spectacle...both in the air and when 
they could be viewed up close by the Hump. Several in the spring moulted into summer 
plumage before leaving.  
Birds regularly arrived shortly after dawn from both the north and the east. The best guess is 
that they had been feeding in the fields around and beyond the Ridgeway and commuted to 
Lodmoor to rest up in the day. They certainly didn't seem to spend much time feeding on the 
reserve.  
As discussed in last year's report it is a good 25/30 years since we were blessed with a 
regular wintering flock and these delightful waders brightened many an otherwise gloomy day. 

 
D American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica 
1 record:  
juv/1st winter with Golden plover flock Nov 25th - 29th. Photo.  
The 2nd Lodmoor record and, for most of us, the first...the adult in  2016 was appreciated by 
just two lucky observers. This is a strangely rare bird in Dorset as a whole, with just 6 records. 
Even stranger Lodmoor holds a monopoly on autumn records...all 2 of them. 

 
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 
9 records of 12 birds: 
1 Apr 26th & 27th .  
2 May 4th, 3 5th and 1 summ plum to 7th. 
2 May 23rd, 1 to 25th, 1 28th. 
1 Jun 7th & 10th - 13th. 
1 Spt 21st.  
1 Oct 22nd & 23rd. 
1 Nov 12th . 
1 Dec 21st with Lapwing flock. 
A fairly predictable sprinkling of May records but the Nov and Dec birds were a rarity for those 
months. 
 
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
Spring: 26 on 17 dates Feb 16th - Jun 2nd. The overwhelming majority of records came in Apr 
and May. 



Autumn: the start of return passage was marked by 1 Jly 19th, then 3 Aug 8th - 10th . From mid 
Aug up to 17, but more often 5/6, were noted daily through to Spt 22nd. 1 Oct 2nd &  3rd.   
Winter: 10 Preston beach Nov 21st, 7 27th, 5 29th and 6 Dec 29th.   
 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
Spring: singles Mch 14th, 17th, 26th, 4 29th, singles Apr 9th, 10th, 27th, 3 May 4th.  
Autumn: up to 3 juvs on a number of dates Jly 12th- 30th, 1 Aug 4th-11th, 1 17th- 20th and finally 
3 23rd.   
The first LRP of the year is one of the rites of spring on Lodmoor. 
 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
Spring: not a vintage year. Only about 120 were logged between Apr 9th and May 10th .There 
were no big eastbound flocks noted across the bay and the highest count on Lodmoor itself 
mustered just 42 on May 6th .      
Autumn: the usual smattering of records: 1 Jly 28th, 2 Aug 6th, 1 17th, 3 19th, 6 21st, 2 24th..   
 
Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 
Spring: more than 50 migrants were noted on 19 dates extending from Feb 23rd- May 18th . 
There was, as usual a very obvious peak in Mch, incl 11 on 9th .    
Autumn: 15  on 11 dates Jun 29th- Oct 8th, most of them in Aug.   
A sign of how good a spring this was, by Lodmoor standards, is that one observer clocked up 
32 birds in Mch alone.  

 
Bar tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 
Spring: about 180 between Mch 29th and Jun 1st and recorded daily from Apr 17th. As usual 
passage was most marked in late Apr and early May. Max 80, incl. a flock of 50 e, Apr 20th.       
Autumn: singles Spt 18th and Oct 5th .    
You can never tell from spring to spring just how many beautiful summer plumage birds will 
grace Lodmoor and Weymouth Bay. This year's total lay somewhere in a very broad band 
that stretches from more than 1,400 in 2021 to just 19 in 2022!           

 
Black tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 
Winter-spring: the presence of no more than 3 in Jan and early Feb reflects the exodus that 
occurred during freezes and floods at the end of 2022. Numbers of early migrants began 
building up in the second half of Feb, with 28 by early Mch and 52 13th. No big flocks this 
spring but up to 35 were regularly present to mid Apr. A few late movers were present mid 
May. It was hard to tell if records on 5 dates in Jun were coming or going.            
Summer-autumn: rather modest numbers. A max of just 17 were noted from mid Jly through 
to Spt, briefly increasing to 22 mid Oct.    
Winter: flooding in late Oct and again in Nov meant the small wintering flock was pushed off 
entirely. 9 had returned by Dec 1st  but they didn’t hang around and there were none for the 
last fortnight of 2023.  
    
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres   
Winter: surprisingly hard to come by Jan-Mch. Only erratically present Preston beach. A max 
of just 12 noted and frequently absent altogether.  
Later in the year much more regular. A flock of up to 18 frequented the beach(and 
occasionally the reserve) on a daily basis from late Oct onwards...regularly commuting to and 
from the Nothe….and increasing to 23 by Dec.   
Spring: migrants on the reserve May 5th and 10th, when 5 were noted.      
Autumn: passage birds fairly regularly noted on the beach and the reserve from Aug 16th 
through Spt.           
 
Red Knot Calidris canutus 
8 records of 12 birds. 
Spring: singles May 4th- 6th and 19th & 20th ...both in summer plumage. 
Autumn: 1 Spt 1st - 7th with 5 on 4th, single(s) 19th, 21st, 27th, Oct 2nd, 10th .  
  
Ruff  Calidris pugnax 
5 records of 13 birds:  



2 Aug 12th . 
1 Aug 28th . 
1 Spt 3rd . 
8 Spt 16th , with 3 17th .   
1 Dec 31st into Jan 2024. Probably the bird seen at Silverlake and Dorchester WM. 
No spring records this year but some compensation in the form of the flock of 8 in Spt.  

 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 
3 records of juvs: 
1 Spt 7th . 
1 Spt 16th-18th . 
1 Spt 29th . 
As ever there were a number of spurious claims relating to Dunlin. 

  
Sanderling Calidris alba 
Spring: 3 summer plumage May 17th, 1 20th, 3e Jun 10th .          
Autumn: 40 on 12 dates Jly 30th - Spt 24th . Incl. 16e Aug 29th .   
The worst spring passage on record followed by one of the better autumns.  
 
Dunlin Calidris alpina 
Winter-spring: flooding at the end of 2022 meant that a max of just 10(and often just 1)  
lingered through Jan - Mch.    
Passage seemed to get underway much later than usual with only single figure counts for 
much of Apr. And when it did get going it really didn't last for more than a few days with brief 
peaks of  35 Apr 27th and 60 28th. Birds trickled through to Jun 10th but the highest day count 
in May was a paltry 25 on 5th .  
Summer-autumn: birds began appearing again in mid Jly raising to 15 21st and 32 by mid Aug 
increasing to 38 by early Spt.   
Autumn-winter: most passage birds had moved through by Oct with a max count of just 15. 
Unusually for this species 5 were seen heading inland over the ridge Oct 14th .  
The floods pushed the remaining birds off in early Nov but up to 15  had returned by the end 
of the month and into the New Year.     
Another depressingly poor spring and a generally underwhelming year.   
 
Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima 
1 record: 
1w across Weymouth Bay Jan 8th .   
This was only the 5th Lodmoor records ever but probably relates to the same bird that 
associated with the Turnstone flock from the Nothe area in Nov and Dec 2022. Interestingly it 
-- or another -- turned up at The Nothe again in Dec.  
 
Little Stint Calidris minuta  
1 record: 
juv Spt 1st - 3rd . 
 
Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 
Winter: 1 emerging from Two Mile Coppice Jan 24th and 3 found feeding by the parknride 27th. 
A thermal imaging camera revealed the birds on 27th . It is now pretty clear that a few 
Woodcock winter regularly in the Lorton Valley.     
 
Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 
4 records: 
singles Overcombe Jan 1st , Feb 24th and Apr 4th .  
1 main moor Nov 25th .       
A poor year...even allowing for under recording. No more than 1 could be found at its 

favoured wintering haunt and more often than not none at all were noted there.   
 
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
Winter/Spring: rather lower numbers this year. But Lodmoor still produced some of the 
highest counts in Dorset. The freeze in early Jan kept numbers down but once the reserve 



had thawed a minimum of 150 had returned by the end of the month and well into Mch. 
Numbers then fell steadily as spring progressed but there were still at least 20 until mid Apr, 
with the last May 1st.    
Autumn: 2/3 were regular from the second half of Jly through Aug. But numbers didn't really 
start to climb until late Spt, with 25 on 22nd .  
Winter: as usual most birds returned in Oct when numbers reached three figures again. Snipe 
were among several species displaced by Nov's floods but at least 150 were back by the end 
of the month. 
 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
Spring: like last year passage birds didn't start appearing until mid Apr(as opposed to the first 
week). 1 Apr 16th -18th was followed by 2 - 5 daily Apr 25th-May 7th . Then 1 May 24th & 25th .    
Autumn: the first returning bird appeared Jun 29th. Birds were then recorded daily from Jly to 
the last of the year on Spt 27th . As ever peak numbers occurred in Aug with up to 12 a day in 
the second half of the month.    
* the reference to a wintering Common sand in 2022 in the DBR report is clearly an error. 
There are no Jan records of this species on Lodmoor. Green sands, the other hand, occur 
every Jan!  
 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
Winter-spring: 1-2 erratically present Jan-late Mch. A run of Mch records may have related to 
passage birds rather than the earlier wintering records and 1 Apr 21st was almost certainly a 
migrant.      
Summer-autumn: first returning bird Jun 10th. Present daily late Jun to early Oct with rather 
modest peak counts of just 8(in Jly) this year.  
Autumn-winter: 1-2 erratically present again from mid Oct to late Nov when records strangely 
petered out.     

 
Common Redshank Tringa totanus 
Spring: about 20 mainly singles Feb 22nd - Jun 5th. Redshank is never a particularly common 
passage bird on Lodmoor in the spring but this was a distinct improvement on 2022.       
Summer-autumn: 1-2 failed breeders/returning migrants popped up on a number of dates in 
the second half of Jun. Birds were noted near daily in Jly, increasing to a flock of 9 Aug 16th . 
Most birds have usually moved through Lodmoor by the end of Aug and there were just 4 
records in Spt.   
Autumn-winter: usually the hardest time to see Redshank on Lodmoor and this year was no 
exception...just 4 singles Oct 5th, Nov 9th, 22nd, Dec 14th.     
 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
1 or 2 records: 
1, or probably 2 different birds, Jly 23rd  - Aug 15th . 
 For the first time in 4 years no spring records.    

 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Spring: about 7. Singles Apr 11th, 19th- 21st, 28th, May 6th, summer plumage 23rd & 24th, 28th, 2 
30th, 1 Jun 1st.   
Autumn: Noted daily mid Jly - Aug 3rd. There was then an unseasonal gap in records until a 
staggering 28 appeared 18th. Four new birds were noted the next day, and singles 24th, Spt 
4th, 6th, 13th and finally 19th .    
In what was in some ways a relatively duff year for waders the record breaking flock in Aug 
was one of the highlights of the autumn. They dropped in during a misty, claggy morning 
when visibility for migrants was bound to be poor. As the weather cleared they departed 
west...but not before they had been appreciated by a select audience of locals.  
This is not just the highest count ever for Lodmoor but one of the biggest flocks recorded in 
west Dorset. 
This record, by the way, shouldn't eclipse the fact that we also enjoyed a better than average 
spring passage of this elegant wader.        

 
Black legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 



Winter/Spring: a total of more than 90 were clocked in Weymouth Bay during the gales in the 
first half of Jan. The same storms also produced singles on the reserve 5th, 8th . After that it 
was decidedly slim pickings: confined to an adult Mch 31st and a 2nd cy Apr 25th.  
Autumn: inexplicably poor...despite a succession of gales. All records given: 7 in bay Aug 5th, 
1 along beach Oct 18th, 11 Nov 13th, 3 w 22nd, singles Dec 24th, 27th and 28th.    
Numbers in Jan were fairly impressive but there was to be no repeat of 2022's record 
breaking numbers in the autumn. In fact Weymouth Bay's best autumn for this species was 
followed by arguably its worst.        
 
Black headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
Breeding: a minimum of 50 pairs squeezed onto the two islands. By early Jun they had 
hatched at least 75 young. Then bird flu struck. Most of the chicks perished. Only about 25 of 
the earliest hatched birds made it to fledging. The disease also hit adults in the colony but 
mortality rates seemed much higher among the young. In the face of the epidemic virtually the 
entire colony had deserted by the end of Jun.          
Winter/passage: during Aug and Spt's passage juvs were in strikingly short supply suggesting 
Lodmoor wasn't the only colony riven by the flu. 
It was probably only a matter of time before avian influenza arrived on Lodmoor. But the sight 
of so many dead birds -- at a time when nature needs all the help it can get -- was pretty 
dispiriting.     
 
Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus 
8 records of 9 birds: 
ad e bay Jan 3rd . 
2 ads, 1 2nd cy e Jan 7th . 
1st cy Aug 17th . 
1st cy reserve Spt 6th .  
1st cy reserve Spt 24th .    
1st cy reserve Dec 9th, 10th, 13th.  
ad post box pool Dec 28th.  
 
Ross's Gull Rhodostethia rosea 
1 record: 
2nd cy Mch 19th . Photo. 
The first record in 2018 was regarded by many of us as one of Lodmoor's more extraordinary 
records. How wrong could we be. Just 5 years later a second turns up. Unlike its predecessor, 
however, this one only hung around long enough to be appreciated by a lone observer.      

 
Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 
Breeding: once again a single pair nested in the gull/tern colony. They produced a single 
chick. But shortly before fledging it died...almost certainly a victim of bird flu.   
This species generally has become more abundant in spring(when once most of the wintering 
birds had moved on). Up to 250, mainly immatures, hung around in Apr/ May with 110 still 
loitering in early Jun.    
Winter-spring: a minimum of 2000 had gathered in the Weymouth Bay roost in Feb, while 250 
migrants a day were regularly passing through the reserve.   
Summer/Autumn: evidence of the impact of avian influenza was provided by the relatively low 
numbers of juvs moving through Jly - Spt. For example a flock of 600 birds in Aug incl. just 32 
juvs. And throughout the autumn only about 10% of migrants were juveniles.      
Autumn/winter: numbers built up steadily late autumn/ early winter. At least 2250 were 
roosting in the bay Dec 5th incl. a group of 600 feeding on the tideline.  
 
Common Gull Larus canus 
Winter-spring: spring passage peaked in mid Feb with 80+ going through daily. Passage 
remained steady rather than spectacular with 50+ in mid Mch and 40+ still by the end of the 
month. As ever numbers then fell sharply but between 1 - 3 were noted near daily through Apr 
to early May, with isolated singles on 12th, 22nd , Jun 1st and 4th .    
Summer-autumn: the mid summer hiatus in records was finally broken Aug 11th. But records 
remained few and far between until the main arrival of wintering birds from mid Oct onwards.  



Autumn-winter: regular again on both the reserve and in bay from early Oct. This species 
sometimes engages in pronounced movements, even in winter. On the morning of Dec 9th  
more than 100 went west over the reserve and bay and more than 90 had gathered on the 
west scrape during the morning of 21st , followed by 118 24th. 144 were counted in the 
Weymouth Bay pre roost 17th.       
 
Great black backed Gull Larus marinus 
Ever present in the bay and Lodmoor. One of the area’s top avian predators. In Dec a flock of 
35 were watched in the bay stealing from a group of Cormorants feeding on a shoal.     
 
Herring Gull Larus argentatus   
An ever present and abundant resident, winter visitor and passage bird.  
 
D  Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans 
1 record: 
1st cy Aug 27th . Photo. 
Another instructive individual…this time a juv moulting into 1st winter. 
  
Yellow legged Gull Larus michahellis 
Noted Jan-Mch and again from Jun - Oct. Most were once again seen in Aug and Spt. 
Recorded on more than 25 dates but hard to say how many different birds were involved, 
particularly when juvs were turning up regularly in early autumn. 
 
Lesser black backed Gull Larus fuscus graellsii 
Migrants incl. up to 20 a day in Mch. In the autumn most counts numbered just single figures 
but there was nevertheless a healthy passage both on the reserve and in the bay with birds 
being recorded near daily in Oct and Nov.  
Intermedius race birds incl. 1 Feb 26th and singles on 4 dates in Nov. 
 
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 
Winter: single bay Jan 2nd and 29th. An adult and a youngster that lingered in the bay until Nov 
17th may have been late migrants rather than genuine overwintering birds.  
Spring-summer: passing though from Mch 21st into Jun. Good numbers were noted compared 
to some years and incl. counts of 10-12 daily in the last week in Apr and first week of May. A 
pair were mating opposite the tern islands Apr 30th but there was no suggestion of breeding. 
Summer-autumn: returning birds began appearing in Jly. And, in light of bird flu, there were 
an encouraging number of juvs. Indeed one of the most endearing sights -- and sounds -- of 
any autumn at Lodmoor are youngster heading south accompanied by their parents.  
Numbers peaked with 26 together Aug 19th and steady, rather than heavy, passage continued 
through Spt and Oct, with a few stragglers until the last of the year Nov 15th.      
 
N Elegant Tern Thalasseus elegans 
1 record: 
ad Apr 24th .  
A first for Lodmoor. But not one many of us would have predicted! Without doubt the most 
dramatic and memorable moment of the birding year. Looking at a large tern with a banana 
for a bill on your local patch is one of those pinch yourself moments. Unfortunately it only 
stayed long enough to be enjoyed by the few. But it was at least superbly captured on camera. 
It was unringed, so not one of those individuals already identified mixing with Sandwich tern 
colonies the other side of the Channel.  
For the sake of completion the 14 species of tern that have now been recorded on 
Lodmoor/Weymouth Bay are: 
Gull billed, Caspian, American Royal, Sandwich, Elegant, Little, Bridled, Roseate, Common, 
Arctic, Forster's, Whiskered, White winged and Black.   
 
Little Tern Sternula albifrons 
3 records: 
2 in bay Apr 20th.  
3 by tern islands Apr 22nd.  
8 in bay and 1 reserve Jly 29th .    



Counter intuitively the number turning up on Lodmoor/in Weymouth Bay has declined a bit 
since the Ferrybridge colony starting doing a lot better.   
 
Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii 
2 records of single(s) around the tern colony: 
Jun 15th and 16th .  
possibly the same 19th - 21st . 
Being taken off the Dorset rarities list hasn't made it any commoner on Lodmoor! 
    
Common Tern Sterna hirundo 
Breeding: a distressing story. Avian influenza swept through the colony in Jun, killing all the 
chicks and a number of adults. As a result, for the first time since the colony began, not a 
single fledged young survived. Fingers crossed that they try again next spring and that they 
may have built up some kind of immunity.  
Earlier in the spring things had looked set fair. The first birds returned Apr 13th, building up to 
about 40 prospecting pairs in early May. Bird flu shouldn't obscure the fact that -- on top of all 
their other challenges -- the terns are now being squeezed off both breeding islands by the 
Black headed gulls. The RSPB's endless attempts to titivate the third island is an annual 
waste of time and effort. And the latest wheeze, of simply replacing the existing pontoon with 
a redecorated one, clearly won't work either. What's obviously needed is more pontoons. 
The 37 of so pairs that did nest on the two main islands produced the first young Jun 5th. But 
disease struck almost immediately, wiping out any other young and forcing all the sitting 
adults to desert.      
Portlandica type sub adults are now an annual feature in mid summer: three different birds 
were noted Jun 10th, 21st and late Jly. 
Autumn passage: several records of possibly failed breeders in Aug. In Spt singles bay 2nd 
and  w 20th .  
 
Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 
5 records, all in the bay: 
1 Mch 31st and Apr 1st .  
1 Jly 30th . 
2 Aug 5th . 
2 Aug 12th . 
1 Oct 17th .  
The Mch bird was Lodmoor's earlier ever. Otherwise an unremarkable year.  
 
Black Tern Childonias niger 
1 record in bay: 
ad Aug 18th . 
Not getting any easier. It is now 5 years since one occurred over the reserve itself.  
 
Great Skua Stercorarius skua  
1 record in bay: 
1 e Aug 18th .  
 
 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 
5 records of singles in bay: 
dark phase hassling gull Jly 16th.  
dark phase e Aug 17th . 
w Aug 18th .  
pale phase w Nov 2nd. 
dark phase w Nov 13th. 
5 records is really good going by Weymouth Bay standards...particularly during what was 
hardly a vintage autumn for sea watchers. The easterly gales on Aug 18th produced two 
species of skua and a Black tern. 
 
Common Guillemot Uria aalge 
3 records in bay: 
singles Feb 8th, Spt 14th, Oct 27th. 



The worst year on record and part of a decline in numbers that has been going on for 5 years 
or more.  
 
Razorbill Alca torda 
Winter-spring: good numbers again in bay in Jan incl. 11 19th. Up to  4 were present Feb 1st -
10th.   
Autumn-winter: harder to come by in the second half of the year. Confined to 1 - 4 on just 12 
dates Nov 20th - Dec 27th.     

 
Red throated Diver Gavia stellata 
6 records, 5 in the bay and 1, remarkably, over the reserve itself: 
1 Jan 8th  
1 e Mch 28th . 
imm Aug 17th .  
1 in off and over Lodmoor Oct 27th, 28th .    
1 Nov 9th . 
1 on a a number of dates Nov 29th -- Dec 30th.   
A year that incl. two exceptional records. The Aug bird was amazingly early but follows the Jly 
record from 2022. The Oct bird was seen two days in a row commuting between the north 
end of Lodmoor and the bay. The first such record this century, although there were no fewer 
than 5 reserve records pre-2000.        
 
Black throated Diver Gavia arctica 
Early in the year singles Jan 14th and Apr 17th . 
Then at the end of the year 3 records between Nov 19th and Dec 24th that almost certainly 
related to a bird commuting to and from Portland Harbour.   
 
Great northern Diver  Gavia immer 
Winter-spring: up to 4 were recorded near daily in the bay through Jan to Feb 2nd when 
sightings almost dried up. Just 3 brief stayers in the spring: Mch 13th, 26th and w Apr 9th.    
Autumn-winter: a 1st winter in the bay Spt 20th was followed by several spanking summer 
plumage jobs from Oct 21st, with up to 4 present by mid Nov and up to 7 in Dec. There is 
almost certainly a lot of interchange between the bay and Portland Harbour but numbers in 
the Weymouth area in Dec seemed genuinely high. 
  
D  Leach’s Storm Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
1 record in bay: 
1 w close in Nov 4th .  
Part of an influx along the Dorset coast during Nov's gales. A bird was also seen off 
Weymouth seafront the same day...which may have been an additional record.     
 
Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 
2 records: 
2 Jan 7th . 
2 Apr 6th  
The worst year ever...in common with Guillemot.    
 
Sooty Shearwater Ardenna grisea  
1 record in bay: 
1 e then back w Jly 31st .   
Two in two years but still only the 3rd Weymouth Bay record ever. This individual initially 
appeared only mid distance out, purposefully shearing east before drifting back west and 
further out. Half an hour later what was almost certainly the same bird was picked up by a 
second observer going west again.   
 
Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauritanicus 
1 record in bay: 
5 w Oct 28th . 
Like the Sooty these birds also looked like they were doing a loop round the bay...before 
disappearing beyond Portland Harbour breakwater. 



 
Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 
A species that in recent years can be expected fairly frequently in Weymouth Bay all year 
round.…following an obvious increase in winter records. 
The gales on Oct 13th produced a count of 80+. Otherwise feeding flocks usually numbered 
no more than 30 and on many days just 1 - 5 were noted.     
The most striking thing in the autumn was the encouraging number of juvs...hopefully a sign 
that Gannet's are recovering from the outbreak of bird flu that hit them so hard in 2022.       
    
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 
Ever-present reserve and bay.  
Counts of between 25 and 47 on the reserve in Jan and Feb were regular. In the bay up to 50 
could be watched commuting to and from Portland Harbour. Later in the year up to 31 loafed 
around on the reserve. 
Worryingly there were several dead birds around Lodmoor in the autumn but thankfully there 
was little evidence of any higher mortality.    
A number of birds showing some characteristics of P.c. sinensis also noted.  
 
European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Erratically present in Weymouth bay in small numbers.  
Confined to just 8 sightings of singles fishing in the bay Jan - to late Apr. There was then a 
long gap in the summer before the next record on Aug 31st . 
This species is usually most regular in Weymouth Bay Oct-Dec and there were a series of 
sighting in Nov and Dec incl. 4 together occasionally and rarest of all, for a species that 
usually stays a long way out, one posing on Greenhill Groyne.     
 
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 
About 10 sets of records, featuring about 18 birds:  
1 Jan 16th and 17th.   
Dutch ringed bird Feb 1st - 4th .  
1 Feb 11th - 14th .  
1 Feb 24th, with 5 by 28th and 6 Mch 1st - 3rd, 3 to 4th and 1 to 7th . 
ad Mch 20th  - 26th . 
2 immatures Apr 10th . 
2 Jun 27th - 29th . 
1 - 2 Jly 1st - 3rd and 7th.  
1 Jly 15th, 16th and 22nd.  
juv Aug 12th .  
The usual rash of spring records -- Feb, Mch are the months to enjoy Spoonbill on Lodmoor -- 
was followed by a clutch of mid summer birds.  Birds were present for a total of nearly 6 
weeks of the year.  
  
Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris 
Winter: 2 Jan 19th , singles 20th , 30th , 31st .  
Autumn/Winter: singles(s) on 11 dates Oct 8th - Dec 20th.       
Another poor year. It is 15 since birds first started wintering regularly but numbers appear to 
have declined more recently. This year there were none in the spring -- not even departing 
birds -- and probably no more than 1 or 2 lurking in the reed bed either end of the winter.  
 
N Black crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax      
1 record:  
ad Jun 1st .   
A long over due Lodmoor first and another hawk eyed find by Brackendown's finest, who has 
now clinched Night heron, 2 Squaccos and a Little bittern from his bedroom landing. First 
picked up at 07.00 it obliged all comers until 21.00 but did a bunk overnight.  
 
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
Wanderers from the big flocks round Abbotsbury, and possibly further afield, now grace 
Lodmoor with growing frequency. The overwhelming majority of records this year, however, 
were squeezed into an 8 week window in Aug and Spt. 



Winter/Spring: 1 - 2 birds roosted in the conifers by the rugby club in Jan. There were then 
just 3 records: 1 Mch 27th and 28th, 2 May 9th and 1 21st.  
Autumn: recorded on 9 dates in Aug incl. 8 over 16th and 29th . In Spt 9 turned up 7th, 19 went 
over 12th, 4 arrived 21st, with 5 22nd and 3 28th. There was then another flurry of records in Oct 
and late Nov incl. 6 26th, before 3/4 Dec 1st -- 3rd, 1 20th.    
The flock on Spt 12th is the biggest recorded over/on Lodmoor....so far. 
 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
The first juv from nearby colonies appeared on the surprisingly early date of May 20th .   
 
D Purple Heron Ardea purpurea   
1 record: 
1st summer May 13th .   
The 16th Lodmoor record but only the 4th in the last 15 years. It was last see n flying east at 
18.45.  
 
Great Egret Ardea alba 
A clear pattern has emerged in the last few years. We get a small number of mainly single 
birds moulting into summer plumage(with dark bills) Jan-Jun..and mainly Apr. 
In the second half of the year non breeding/immature birds appear and sometimes gather in 
long-staying flocks. But, for what ever reason, they don't often stay much beyond Oct/early 
Nov. So, this species is not yet a regular wintering bird. 
Winter/Spring: singles Jan 24th, Mch 15th - 19th. Then 1-2 on a number of dates in Apr and 1-2 
again on a number of dates in Jun. 
Autumn: 1-2 recorded daily from Jly. Numbers gradually increased to 6 by Spt. Hard to say 
exactly how many different birds were coming and going over a period of 4 months but 9 were 
present Oct 19th. Finally single(s) Nov 6th, 22nd and 26th & 27th, Dec 1st, 5th, 17th- 20th.            
 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
A near daily(non breeding) presence...although absent for spells during Jan's freeze and 
Nov's floods. 
All other Lodmoor records were eclipsed when a flock of at least 100 went w across the bay 
Spt 3rd. In addition 40 w Spt 1st were also almost certainly all Little Egrets as well. 
Unprecedented movements.  
Otherwise usually only present in single figures although 12 were present in May and there 
was a cold weather arrival of 10 on Nov 25th. 
 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
10 records of singles: 
Spring: Mch 23rd, 29th, ne Apr 2nd, n 20th.  
Autumn: Aug 9th, w 26th, 27th, nw Spt 5th, 10th, Oct 1st -3rd.   
Becoming commoner, although fly overs are still remarkably easy to miss. One or two, 
however, hang around most autumns...and the records in late Aug and early Spt and again in 
early Oct may have related to no more than two birds. On one occasion a bird gave stunning 
views as it fished at point blank range over the west scrape. Another was watched taking its 
fish, caught on the marsh, to eat at its leisure around Horselynch.     
 
D European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivornis 
1 record: 
1 sw Spt 15th .  
 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter  nisus 
Breeding: once again at least 3 pairs were in territory and at the very least 1 pair successfully 
bred, as usual, in Horselynch.In the late summer 3 freshly fledged juvs regularly caused a 
commotion among the local corvids at the bottom end of the wood.  
Present all year and incl. a huge female Goshawk impersonator in Oct.   
 
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 
Breeding: one pair bred up the northern end again. It looks like only 1 chick survived to 
fledging this year. We could, of course, have been looking at different individuals emerging at 



different times. But no one saw more than a single juv. Any young is a success story for this 
wonderful raptor but by Lodmoor standards this represents a poor return with 3 or 4 the norm. 
This juvenile appeared much later than usual, so it is possible that the first brood was lost and 
this was the result of a second attempt.  
As usual birds were displaying from the beginning of the year, nest building in Mch and food 
passing in Apr. Two females seemed to be in territory in spring with up to 4, but more usually, 
2 different males. But there was no evidence that more than 1 female actually nested.         
Winter/passage: what may have been genuine passage birds went w across Weymouth Bay 
Oct 10th and Nov 11th.  
On the reserve the resident population was regularly joined by visiting birds incl. a very smart 
male from Radipole. In the autumn at least 2 different juvs appeared occasionally in Oct and 
and Nov. The resident pair were already engaging in high altitude display flights by late Nov. 
And up to 5 birds could be seen in the air together.    
  
D  White tailed Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla 
5 records of reintroduced immatures: 
1 n Jan 1st .  
1 w across the bay and then in off over Weymouth Feb 27th .  
1 n Oct 17th .  
1 Oct 26th seen from Greenhill drifting low w over Spring Hill Bottom.  
1 n over reserve Dec 17th.  
This tally more than doubles the Lodmoor total from 4 to 9 in the last 3 years. Dismissed by 
some as "sky litter" these flying barn doors are nevertheless a compelling sight    

 
Red Kite Milvus milvus 
16 records of 24 birds is a bit below par compared to recent years.  
A very obvious spring bias this year: 20 of the 24 birds all occurred between Mch 3rd - May 
23rd, with 7 May 12th . 
 
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 
Breeding: no obvious sign that birds bred in Lorton Valley this year. They might have done but 
actually in the spring and summer sightings were quite hard to come by...suggesting they 
didn't!   
Winter/passage: at least 2 wintered in the Lorton Valley at the start of the year and once 
again in Dec.  
No really obvious passage this year. Odd birds clocked going over in the autumn may have 
been on passage but were just as likely to be local wanderers from the Ridgeway area.    
 
Western Barn Owl Tyto alba 
Breeding: a pair successfully bred again in the DWT's nest box at the Lorton Valley VC. The 
male disappeared and 2 of the 4 chicks died but their siblings were successfully reared by the 
female. Prey was dominated by Field Voles but the mother also brought Rats and Starlings 
into the nest box. 
Remains surprisingly elusive over Lodmoor. This is probably because the adults always seem 
to fly off north to hunt when they leave the nest hole. 
One watched hunting over the reed bed Jan 13th provided a rare treat. Another was roosting 
just outside the area at Bowleaze in Mch.         
 
Short eared Owl Asio flammeus 
2 records: 
1 west bank Nov 5th .  
1 over west path and west bank Dec 9th.  
A grand total of just 3 records in the last 2 years.       
 
Tawny Owl Strix aluca   
Calling birds noted Two Mile Coppice, Horselynch, Country Park. Under recorded.    
 
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
Winter-spring: 1 -2 regularly from 2022 until Mch 25th ...departing later than usual.    



Autumn/Winter: unlike 2022 no mid summer records. The first returning bird appeared Aug 
12th. 1 - 2 were then noted daily continuously though to early Nov. There was a brief gap 
when the water levels rose. But at least 1 had returned by Nov 14th (on one occasion seen 
hunting off the beach) with 2 back again late Dec.  
As ever impossible to say how many different birds were passing through Aug-Oct. 

   
Great spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  
Breeding: in territory again in Lodmoor CP, Horselynch and Two Mile Coppice. At least 1, and 
probably 2, pairs nested in the CP and a family party of 4 were noted in 2MC.  
Present year round. Two quarrelsome pairs were often seen squabbling in the CP outside the 
breeding season.  
 
European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 
Breeding: the only report of freshly fledged young was a juv visiting a birder’s garden on 
Brackendown Avenue. Pairs, however, were present in Lodmoor CP, Horselynch and the 
north of Lorton Valley and probably bred in all three locations. 
Present all year. 
 
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
Breeding: 2 pair were in territory in Lorton Valley. Another pair were in territory around 
Overcombe/Jordan Temple. 
A wintering male took up residence on Lodmoor itself towards the end of the year. 
 
Merlin Falco columbarius 
2 records of singles: 
1 w over Country Park Oct 10th  
1 hunting over Hump Dec 3rd . 
The Oct record was typical for this species on/around Lodmoor but there are amazingly few 
Dec records. 
  
Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 
Spring/Summer: a paltry 5 records of just 6 singles Apr 21st - Jun 27th.  
Autumn: just as poor…5 records of probably no more than 3 birds on 6 dates Spt 2nd-18th .  
The poorest showing on record and certainly no sign of any of the few migrants hanging 
around to nest this year.  Many people have commented on how poor a summer it has been 
for flying insects. Could that have contributed to the relative scarcity of some summer visitors 
incl. Hobby and Swift?  
   
Peregrine Falco peregrinus 
Continues to be a regular visitor from its nearby breeding territories. In the old days this 
species used to be an almost daily fixture on the concrete block in the middle of Lodmoor. 
Now it favours the steeple on St. John's Church. What may have been the same female spent 
the first few months of the year and much of autumn perched near the top. From there she 
could be watched leaving to hunt over Lodmoor before returning to dismember her prey.     
 
Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 
Breeding: 1 pair resident again in Two Mile Coppice…although no proof of breeding this year. 
Wandering birds, almost certainly from 2MC, occasionally turned up in Horselynch and the 
Country Park. At least 4 wintered in Two Mile Coppice. 
 
Eurasian Magpie Pica pica 
Breeding: as common and as noisy as ever. Present all year.     
 
Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula 
Breeding: common and widespread. 
Passage: flocks going vocally and high over in the autumn incl. 75 ne Oct 20th, 60 w 24th and 
50 w 29th and 80 w 31st.   
Winter: least 800 birds gather in the parknride in the winter evenings before roosting in Two 
Mile Coppice.  
 



Rook Corvus frugilegus 
Most obvious when up to 300 use Two Mile Coppice to roost on winter evenings. Otherwise 
often a fairly scarce bird on a circuit  of Lodmoor. 
However, small numbers go over with the migrating Jackdaw flocks in autumn, suggesting 
they too are passage birds.   
 
Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
Breeding: at least 3 pairs again nested in their usual trees/bushes bounding the reserve.    
Winter: a flock of 60+ foraged in the cut reed area in the middle of the main moor in Mch.   
 
Northern Raven Corvus corax 
The domestic recycling centre continues to attract small numbers of birds year round from 
nearby. Once again up to 4 frequented the tip early in the morning during most months of the 
year. 
This species can also often be seen overflying Lodmoor in small numbers and occasionally 
birds even engage in tumbling displays over the reserve.  
On Nov 23rd one was seen dismembering the wing of what looked like a Canada Goose.   
 
Coal Tit Periparus ater 
Breeding: 2 pairs again present Two Mile Coppice and at least 1 pair bred in the Country 
Park...birds were singing in late May and a family party were seen in early Aug.    
Present in small numbers in the CP and 2MC all year round but remains a rarity on Lodmoor 
itself.    
  
Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 
Common. Every day breeding resident.  
 
Great Tit Parus major 
See above! Family parties much in evidence in the summer. Neither this nor the previous 
species are in any danger of extinction.     
 
Bearded Reedling Panurus biamicus 
Breeding: the local population appears to be thriving. 5/6 pairs probably bred. Adults were 
seen feeding nearly fledged young in May. By the autumn counts of up to 25, incl. a good 
percentage of juvs, were regular across the reed bed. 
As usual parties could be seen flying up high and turning up at times some distance from the 
reed bed. But it was often hard to tell if this was local birds leaving or immigrants arriving.       
 
Woodlark Lullula arborea 
3 records of singles: 
w Oct  30th . 
n Nov 5th . 
w over Country Park Nov 6th .  
All three went over on their own. And, counter intuitively, a couple occurred on days when 
there wasn't much Skylark movement.  
 
Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis 
Breeding: at least 1 pair in territory just on the edge of the area in the fields leading down to 
Littlemoor. 
Winter/Spring: a series of records of 1/2 in Feb looked like they might be birds wintering 
somewhere up on the top fields. Subsequently singles e Mch 12th and May 2nd. Hard to 
explain what one flushed from by the parknride May 26th was doing.    
Autumn: about 640 went over -- mainly w -- Spt 15th- Nov 15th. Peak passage was in mid and 
late Oct and incl. 112 over 14th. Finally singles went w Dec 8th and 21st.   
 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia 
Spring: three very early records on Feb 24th,Mch 3rd & 4th.   
Main arrival though not until Mch 20th by which date 70+ had arrived increasing to 200 by 29th. 
Passage in Apr was generally heavier than 2022 and incl. 100+ mid Apr. Most birds have 
moved through by early May and records mid month were down to occasional singles.   



Summer: small numbers started to appear again regularly in late May and Jun.  
Autumn: passage steady rather than spectacular and petered out really early this year. 
Normally three figure counts continue into Spt but this year there were very few records after 
the first week. The last on Oct 23rd, was, however, a late date for this species on 
Lodmoor.            

 
Common House Martin Delichon urbicum 
Spring: another depressingly underwhelming spring. First Apr 5th. Thereafter just single 
figures until the final week of Apr followed by peak daily counts of just 30+ May 8th-11th . 
Summer: reassuringly good numbers collecting mud from Lodmoor for nest building that must 
surely have been reasonably close by in the Weymouth area.      
Autumn: a complete contrast to the spring. Several hundred a day in late Aug increased to 
800+ daily with Swallows in early Spt. Up to 200 a day were still going through Spt 22nd  - Oct 
2nd . Numbers then fell away abruptly before the last Oct 17th . 
These records very much fit the pattern of recent years: a dreadful spring redeemed by 
respectable numbers in the autumn. 
 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Breeding: at least 3 pairs nested in the skate park and in the Greenhill again. 
Spring: first not until Mch 29th. Daily from Apr 4th . And, in contrast to House Martin, some big 
arrivals incl. 1,000 Apr 17th - 19th and 500 a day in mid May. 
Autumn: one of the best for a number of years. Really big movements got underway in late 
Aug, culminating in minima of 10,000 a day Spt 4th - 8th. This coincided with big House 
martin passage. At least 4,000 were still going through on 22nd before numbers tailed away in 
Oct with max. Of no more than 50 on 10th. Finally one late bird on a number of dates Nov 20th 
- 28th. 
 
Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti 
Breeding: once again none of us made a concerted effort to count singing males. But the 
general impression is that the breeding population seems stable. A minimum of 4 family 
parties were observed in the summer…surely a big underestimate of the total nesting 
population. 
In the autumn there were an encouragingly high number of immature males to be heard 
perfecting their song.              
 
Long tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 
Breeding: present in good numbers all year. Family parties were common and conspicuous in 
the summer months.   
 
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 
Spring: first Mch 18th…an early first arrival. Generally followed by an above average passage 
in Apr. Mainly single figures but a fall of about 12 birds daily 7th - 19th . As usual vast majority 
of birds had moved through by the end of the month. Single(s) Country Park May 23rd and 
Jun 6th were intriguing but may have just been tardy migrants. 
Autumn: first returning bird Jly 31st. Numbers increased from Aug 6th with up to 20 a day. But 
passage was short lived. Most had departed by later in the month followed by just 2 singles 
Spt 4th and 9th .  
 
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 
Breeding: casual observation suggested it may have been another poor year for nesting birds. 
Only 7 noted in territory, most of them in the Lorton Valley/Two Mile Coppice.     
Winter-spring: up to 7 were registered Jan/Feb. The first arrival of migrants swelled numbers 
to 12 a day by mid Mch. But, in contrast to Willow Warbler, passage was fairly poor by 
Lodmoor standards, with no big falls this spring. 
Autumn: some nice falls on occasions in late Spt. They incl. 30+ 23rd and 40+ 29th, with 
smaller pulses of passage birds in Oct. 
Winter: at least 6 late Nov/Dec. 
 
Common Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 
8 reelers in spring from Apr 10th  - May 5th . Incl. 3 on 17th 



Unlike 2022 no evidence any hung around to breed. 
  
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Spring/breeding: first Apr 4th, followed by a trickle of singles until 3/4 were singing in late Apr 
and early May. But very little evidence that breeding numbers are recovering. One was in 
territory on the edge of the Country Park, another by Beachdown and a third up the northern 
end. But no obvious signs of nesting at all in what had once been a stronghold in the weedy 
reed scrub on the west bank. 
Autumn: underwhelming. This is still a fairly common migrant in autumn -- 5 a day were 
moving through in late Aug -- but not in anything like the numbers of 10 years ago. Just 4 
singles in Spt with the last 29th.  
 
Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Spring/breeding: first Apr 4th. There was then a clutch of arrivals with at least 8 singing by 
10th . As ever good numbers by late Apr. But there seems no sign of any recovery in the 
number of singing males since the decline in 2021. If anything there seemed to be even fewer 
fledged young around in late summer than last year. This species is still a common and 
familiar sound around the summer reed beds but is clearly not as abundant as it was.  
Autumn: poor numbers. Hard to tell if this was a product of there being fewer locally bred 
birds knocking about in Aug or whether there was a real drop in the number of passage birds. 
Records of just 1- 2 on a number of dates in Spt until the last 22nd.     
 
Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 
Winter-spring: a singing male brightened some dull days in late Jan. It or another was singing 
late Feb and early Mch. The first migrants were arriving by late Mch with good numbers, by 
Lodmoor standards, in Apr and early May, incl a small fall Apr 17th- 19th .  
Breeding: at least 6 singing males held territory in Two Mile Coppice, Horselynch and Lorton 
Valley in late spring/summer.  
Autumn-Winter: a pronounced passage from late Aug and Spt...numbers definitely above 
average. Singles were noted regularly in Oct and occasionally in Nov. Finally one frequented 
a birder’s garden in Dec.   
 
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 
Spring: 1 May 1st . 
Autumn: 1 -2 daily Aug 6th - 9th 
Never a very common migrant on Lodmoor but these were particularly slim pickings.     
 
Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca 
Spring/breeding: first arrival Apr 17th. Another very good spring for a species that has 
definitely got commoner on Lodmoor in the last 10 year. Up to 7 were rattling away around 
the reserve by early May. As ever some moved on but at least 3 appeared to be in territory 
around Lodmoor with at least 1 more pair up the Lorton Valley.   
Autumn: bigger numbers than 2022 or 2021. The picture was muddied by at least one family 
party of local breeders that were still fledging young on the west side in Aug. But a series of 
records of up to 5 near daily from Jly 26th - Spt 13th suggested many were migrants.       
 
Common Whitethroat Curruca communis 
Spring/breeding: first Apr 7th and subsequently excellent numbers passed through, with up to 
8 a day in the last week of Apr. The local breeding population seems to be stable, having 
recovered from the drop in numbers nationally 15 years ago. First fledged young noted by mid 
Jun.   
Autumn: a really strong showing in Aug, incl. up to 25 a day mid month. The vast majority, 
however, had moved through by early Spt with just a trickle records until the last 29th .      
  
Dartford Warbler Curruca undata  
A number of records probably relating to no more than 4 birds:  
at least 1 of the wintering birds from 2022 was still on the west bank Jan 26th. 
1 Oct 17th near viewing shelter. 
It, or perhaps another, regularly recorded west bank 21st - Dec 15th. Singing on a couple of 
occasions.  



1 in gorse near main entrance Nov 27th could be the same as above but there could also have 
been 2 birds wintering on the west side.   
It's tempting the speculate that the Oct/Nov birds were the previous winter's birds returning.    
 
Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla 
5 records: 
2 edge of Two Mile Coppice Jan 19th .  
1 Southdown Ave Feb 15th .  
1 singing Two Mile Coppice Apr 3rd . 
1 singing Country Park Aug 25th . 
1 Two Mile Coppice Dec 5th.  
The Apr singer raised hopes of a return of breeding birds. But, despite much searching, there 
wasn't another sight or sound of any in the spring. The singer in the CP in Aug was a surprise 
but was most likely a migrant.   
 
Goldcrest Regulus regulus 
Breeding: at least 3(and probably more) pairs nested in the Country Park. Family parties with 
freshly fledged young were noted in Jun, Jly and Aug. At least 3 more were in territory in Two 
Mile Coppice and another singer occupied the conifers around Weymouth College.    
Passage/wintering: a familiar presence in small numbers year round. Peak passage occurred 
in late Spt and Oct when up to 8 birds a day were counted. But by Nov many had clearly 
moved on. At least 10 were wintering in Two Mile Coppice in Dec.  
 
Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 
An ever present and very common breeding bird.  
 
Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea 
4 sets of records: 
2 Two Mile Coppice Mch 3rd .  
1 Horselynch area  Spt 4th, 9th, 11th .  
1 old recycling centre Nov 6th, 17th. 
2 Two Mile Coppice Dec 18th.  
Records of this species are a bit like piecing together a jigsaw puzzle. It's the gaps that are as 
striking as the bits we can fill in. The likliest status is as a nearby breeding species that 
wanders erratically into the Lodmoor area.      
 
Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 
Breeding: once again present year round in Two Mile Coppice, and the Country Park where 
presumably nested again.  
This species remains very rare on Lodmoor itself. So, a record of one flying down Southdown 
Ave Oct 3rd was a real turn up.     
 
Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
Breeding: commonly breeds in the wider area.   
Winter/roosts: some impressive numbers in the last quarter of the year. A flock of 300+ that 
foraged over the reserve all day incl. a striking partial albino bird.  
Murmurations of roosting birds in late Oct and Nov culminated in about 6,000 birds 
descending balletically into the reeds.    
 
Common Blackbird Turdus merula 
Breeding: Common and widespread.    
Autumn: some impressive influxes of migrants in Oct and Nov. A minimum of 60 birds were 
around the reserve on the morning of Oct 26th and at least 30 were feeding in the bushes 
along the west path Nov 8th . Finally there were signs of a hard weather movement of 
Blackbird Dec 1st when at least 30 were on/over the reserve.       
  
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 
Spring: I singing west bank Mch 13th. 
Autumn passage: really disappointing...1 in off Oct 17th, 4 n Nov 24th.   



The spring singer was a remarkable records. This is a species that's rarely seen at all around 
Lodmoor in the spring, let alone in full song.  
  
Redwing Turdus iliacus 
Winter: only around in rather modest numbers this year. Early on up to 10 frequented the 
Country Park, increasing to 15 until the last date of the spring Mch 15th.    
Autumn/Winter: the first birds of the autumn were noted on Oct 6th. Subsequently mainly 
single figures logged on a number of dates through Oct and into Nov. From early Nov a flock 
of at least 8 birds were feeding on the berries on the west bank and CP. Another 15 joined the 
Blackbird flock in Two Mile Coppice. 
In addition flocks of 21 west over Southdown Dec 13th and 9 w over Sainsbury 21st could have 
been migrating…there was a Dec movement of winter thrushes noted elsewhere in Dorset at 
the time. 
 
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 
Breeding: once again at least a dozen pairs continued to hold territory around Lodmoor, the 
CP and Lorton Valley, incl. Horselynch and Two Mile Coppice.       
Winter/Passage: compared to Blackbird migrant numbers were strikingly low in early Oct. 
That changed, however, with at least 25 around the morning of 21st, along with more obvious 
influxes of passage birds on or over Lodmoor 25th - 27th.   
 
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 
Confined to autumn migrants. 
7 records beginning with 4 together w Spt 29th. Then 4 singles over Oct 19th - Nov 6th, 
followed by one on the deck in the Country Park Nov 17th and 1 n Dec 8th.       
 
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 
Spring: 6 n May 22nd, 1 in a birder's garden 27th .  
Autumn: 6 records CP Aug 16th - Spt 12th , then 1- 2 continuously Spt 26th - Oct 8th .  
The 6 over on May 22nd  were a tiny part of a much larger influx of Spot flys along the west 
Dorset coast that morning. The Oct bird was one of Lodmoor's latest ever. 
 
European Robin Erithacus rubecula 
Breeding: a widespread and common breeding resident.   
Passage: several really obvious arrivals of immigrants in Oct.   
 
European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 
Spring: male Apr 13th - 16th, female 21st.   
Autumn: 1 CP Aug 3rd. 
After last year's record breaking autumn it was back to normal. The spring male, however, 
hung around long enough to be appreciated by many. 
 
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochrurus 
1 record: 
imm/fem Greenhill area Jan 30th, 31st and Feb 28th.  
The year's only record might not even have been a new bird...there was one hanging around 
the same area in late 2022. The only other local records in 2023 were just outside the 
Lodmoor area at Bowleaze.. It is possible the Greenhill and Bowleaze birds could have been 
commuting from this species’ regular winter haunt at The Nothe.  
 
Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
7 records of 8 birds:  
Spring: males  Apr 10th, 17th, fem 21st .   
Autumn: moulting males CP Aug 15th, old tip 16th, 2 24th, fem/imm 29th.      
 
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 
Spring: male by parknride Apr 17th.   
Autumn: just 6 Aug 28th - Spt 25th.    
Poor year again.   
  



European Stonechat Saxicola torquata 
Breeding: a pair were in territory and feeding at least one newly fledged young by the 
parknride. 
Disappointingly the birds on the Main Moor didn't stay to nest this year. Stonechat is quite a 
fickle species when it comes to breeding on Lodmoor. 
Winter/Passage: 4 records of singles Feb 20th - Apr 23rd may very well have been migrants 
rather than genuine wintering birds. In the autumn there was the usual pronounced arrival of 
migrant Stonechats from Spt 13th, with up to 10 a day counted Oct 18th - 21st . Nearly all of 
these moved on. So, by late Nov, there seemed to be no more than about 3 birds lingering.  
 
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 
Better than 2021…but not by much. 
Spring: 31 Mch 15th - May 3rd.      
Autumn: 36 Jly 31st - Oct 13th.  
 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
Breeding: the colonies along Southdown, Overcombe, the west side of the reserve and 
Greenhill continue to thrive.          
  
Dunnock Prunella modularis 
Remains an abundant resident. 
 
Western yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Spring: singles over n Mch 21st, May 7th, 11th, 30th.          
Autumn: no repeat of last year's flava fest but steady passage nonetheless. 1 - 10 logged 
near daily Aug 7th - Spt 30th, then two lateish birds Oct 6th and 14th. No obvious sign of a reed 
bed roost this year. 

 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
Winter/Spring: 1/2  intermittently Jan - Mch 23rd. Most frequent in CP.  
Autumn/Winter: first returning bird Aug 25th. From then the usual steady rather than 
spectacular passage of up to 10, but usually 1 -3, daily through to early Oct. Subsequently 1-2 
on many dates that almost certainly referred to wintering birds. And at least 1 into Dec.  
 
Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 
Breeding: Incl. 1 pair that nested at Greenhill again. 
Winter/Passage: in common with flava wags movement this autumn was significantly lighter 
than last year. We did, though, get to enjoy really good views of a series settled of White 
Wagtails Motacilla alba alba  in Spt.        
 
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 
Winter/Spring: 12 wintered on the Horselynch slope. A smattering of northbound Mipits in Mch 
was, as usual, one of the early signs of spring. 1 n May 2nd was, however, unusually late.  
Autumn/Winter: return passage didn't seem to get underway until early Spt. But when it did 
there were some really good moving days incl. 250+ over 22nd and 450+ 23rd, 250+ 30th. 
Passage had peaked by the end of the month but there were still reasonable numbers on the 
go in Oct, incl. 60 grounded birds 20th.  
By late Nov about 10 were still lingering on and around the reserve.     
 
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 
Spring: 2 over Apr 13th . 
Autumn: 8 over Aug 25th - Spt 25th . Mainly singles but incl. 3 Aug 25th .  
  
Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 
Winter/Spring: no more than 1 logged at Overcombe Jan/Feb. But 2 were present Mch 6th and 
again Apr 13th. These birds were overshadowed by the very showy individual which turned up 
just beyond the Lodmoor area at Bowleaze in Jan and Feb.    
Autumn/Winter: several singes were seen/heard occasionally from Oct 23rd , usually flying 
between Overcombe and the main reserve. But an indication of their true numbers was 
provided with a count of at least 3(and probably 4) at Overcombe Nov 22nd.  



 
Eurasian Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 
The usual birds wintered just beyond the Lodmoor boundary in Bowleaze Cove. But we had 
to wait until the autumn for the first records of the year for the reserve and immediate 
surroundings.  
Singles on/over the beach: Spt 7th and on 4 dates Oct 7th - 27th.   
  
Common Chaffinch Fringilla coalebs 
Breeding: 2/3 pairs CP/Weymouth Bay Ave area, 2 pairs around Two Mile Coppice and 1/2 
pairs Horselynch area.    
Passage/Wintering: about a dozen wintered in the early part of the year. In the autumn 
overhead migrants passed through more as a trickle than a flood. However, there were good 
numbers of grounded birds in Nov, with perhaps 20 around the reserve and CP.  At least 10 
lingered on the seaward side of the reserve in Dec where one fell victim to a Sparrowhawk.     
 
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla   
2 records of autumn fly overs: 
2 over Oct 15th.  
1 Nov 5th.     
 
Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrrhula 
Breeding: a total of about 5 pairs appear to nest in the wider area. Despite their striking 
colours this can be an unobtrusive species..one pair nested within yards of the viewing shelter 
without ever being detected by the hordes of toggers.   
Autumn: 1 high e Oct 15th looked a good candidate for a genuine migrant. 
 
European Greenfinch Chloris chloris 
Breeding: the local population, on the west side of the reserve, continues to buck the national, 
and even local, trend. There's no sign of the decline elsewhere. Indeed Lodmoor is one of the 
places targeted by Jan bird racers to ensure they get it on their day lists!  
In Jan up to 20 birds foraged mainly around the west bank and the seaward sides of the 
reserve, with at least 30 about on the west side and Country Park in Dec.       
 
Common Linnet Linaria cannabina 
Breeding: about 9 pairs nested again in the gorse on the west bank.Nesting birds returned a 
little earlier this spring..in late Feb and early Mch.  
Autumn/Winter:  vis mig stretched from early Spt to late Nov. But a distinct peak came in Oct 
and early Nov and incl. 60 over Oct 9th, 50 15th and 160 17th . In Nov a flock of 25 lingered off 
passage on the west side. Most moved on but at least 4 hung around into mid Dec.  
  
Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret 
About 85 went over on 11 dates Spt 4th - Oct 31st. The Spt record was exceptionally early. 
The vast majority of fly overs went over between Spt 23rd and Oct 31st. Almost half the entire 
total...42...went over on Oct 16th.  
For vis miggers this is one of Lodmoor's more erratic migrants. In the last 5 years annual 
totals have varied from as few as 2 to as many as 130.     
 
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
Once again a common passage migrant, wintering species and -- in modest numbers -- 
breeding bird.      
Passage/Winter: modest numbers noted from late Spt - Nov. A flock of 50 were off passage 
on the Southdown Estate in Oct and 35 stayed to winter.  
 
Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus   
In autumn a total of at least 600 passed over from Spt 4th - Nov 5th . Peak passage came in 
mid Oct with the highest day count of 158 on 16th . The overwhelming majority went straight 
over on their way south west. But occasionally small parties pitched down in the trees around 
the CP for a feed and rest.   
A pretty good autumn -- the best since 2020 when more than 1,000 were logged. But, oddly, 
there were no spring records for the first time in a number of years.    



 
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 
1 record: 
1 over calling on an unspecified date in spring. 
The first entirely blank autumn for a very long time. 
 
Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
Breeding: once again at least 7 males were in territory. 
Winter: good numbers winter around the reserve and in the scrub and hedges in the wider 
area. 10 were in the fields along Southdown Ridge and another 8 frequented the west bank 
with half a dozen regularly feeding on the west path.  

 
ESCAPES 
Swan goose Anser cygnoides 

 
BUTTERFLIES 
White letter Hairstreak Strymonidia v-album  
Once again several recorded in perfect habitat in Lorton Valley..this time in late Jun. Until this 
small colony was discovered in 2022 there was only one previous record in the Lodmoor area.  
Large Skipper  Ochlodes venata    
Small Skipper  Thymelicus sylvestris 
Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon 
This species just extends into the eastern edge of the Lodmoor area…once again 10 were 
counted on Furzey Cliffs in late Jun.  
Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni   
Large White  Pieris brasicae  
Green veined White  Pieris napi 
Small White  Pieris rapae  
Orange tip  Anthocaris cardemines 
Brown Argus  Aricia agestis 
Still thriving in Lorton Valley.   
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus  
Holly Blue Celastaina argiolus  
A bumper spring. At least 30 Lorton Valley May 28th . 
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus 
Singles Spt 4th, 14th, Oct 4th .     
Comma Polygonia c-album   
First Jun 27th and good numbers late summer.  
Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus 
Painted Lady  Cynthia cardui 
Fewer than 2022. Small arrivals mid May, Aug, late Spt/early Oct and finally Nov 5th.     
Peacock  Inachis io   
Out by mid Mch.    
Small Tortoiseshell Alais urticae  
Red Admiral  Venessa atalanta 
An obvious influx Aug, Spt and still on the wing late Nov. 
Marbled White  Melanagia galathea 
Still thriving in the Lorton Valley and on parts of Lodmoor. Also incl. 12 on Furzey Cliffs.  
Meadow Brown  Manida jurtina 
Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus  
On the wing by mid Jun.  
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus 
Incl. 1 Horselynch slope Jun 2nd.  
Wall Brown  Lasiommata megara   
First appearing mid Apr.  
Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria 
Often one of the last butterflies on the wing but Nov 25th is pushing it. 
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 
Incl. a very early record Apr 4th.  

 



ODONATA 
Hairy Dragonfly  Brachytron pratense 
Flying from early May. And now firmly established as a locally common species.  
Migrant Hawker   Aeshna mixta 
Once again some impressive Aug flocks incl. 35 along the west path. 
Southern Hawker  Aeshna cyanea 
Green eyed/Norfolk Hawker Aeshna isoceles  
Active from late May. Established in what feels like almost overnight into a regular breeder. 
Actually it has taken 4 years from the first records but now present as a conspicuously 
successful coloniser. A sign of its abundance is that it is now appearing in gardens and moth 
traps.   
Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator 
Once again common and conspicuous.  
Vagrant Emperor Anax ephippiger 
Male near northern reed bed Apr 19th. A really rare dragonfly on Lodmoor. This one turned up 
during a small influx along the Dorset coast. 
Broad bodied Chaser  Libellula depressa 
Four spotted Chaser  Libellula quadrimaculata 
Present again Lorton Meadow pools where established in small numbers. 
Scarce Chaser Libellula fulva  
Another species slowly increasing in and around Lodmoor although still lives up to its name!  
Black tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum 
Common Darter   Sympetrum striolatum 
Better numbers than last year. However, between us we failed to log a single Ruddy darter in 
2023. 
Beautiful demoiselle  Calopteryx virgo 
1 May 25th.. 2, male and female, Lorton Valley VC ponds Jun. 
Banded demoiselle  Calopteryx splendens 
male Aug 9th.     
Emerald Damselfly  Lestes sponsa  
Noted on the small pools in Lorton Valley. 
Large red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula 

First May 14th.   
Azure Damselfly  Coenagrion puella   
First noted May 8th. Lorton Valley pools, Overcombe, and a garden pond on the Southdown 
Estate. 
Common blue Damselfly   Emallagma cyathigerum 
Blue tailed Damselfly   Ischura elegans  
Small red eyed Damselfly Erythomma najas 
Breeding again on the Sainsbury pool from late Jun. And 1 on a birder’s garden pond by the 
Country Park Aug 1st.    
 
 
MAMMALS 
American Mink Mustela lutreola 
The most unwanted records of the year. Several sightings in the autumn incl. 2 photographed. 
Sika Cervus nippon 
Max. count of 10 in Mch. Now seems firmly established in the reed beds. 
Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 
Sadly becoming harder and harder to see around an increasingly disturbed Lodmoor. Still 
clinging on around the west bank where a doe and fawn were seen. The dad could have been 
the buck regularly sighted in the Hump area in the spring.  
Muntjac 
Photographed west path Jun 22nd. This sighting follows one near the main entrance in 2022. 
Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus 
Occasional sightings in the bay...a number of records  in Nov and Dec probably related to the 
same individual. 
European Rabbit  Orctolegus cuniculus 
European Badger Meles meles 
Locally thriving. 



Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolenensis 
Commoner than ever, particularly in CP where up to 9 at a time can now be counted.  
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 
Fairly regularly seen in the first half of the year but harder to come by later on.   
Least Weasel Mustela nivalis 
Occasionally noted. Stoat on the other hand seems to have vanished round Lodmoor.   
European Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus 
Amazingly rare in the Lodmoor area...so really sad that the only record of the year involved a 
dead one on Preston Beach Road in May.  
Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus 
Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus 
An unwelcome increase again…thanks to irresponsible toggers putting down bird seed.    
Common Shrew Sorex areneus 
Eurasian Pygmy Shrew Sorex minutus 
1 dead May 23rd .  
Common Bottle nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus  
Several sightings in bay, incl. a pod of 12 Aug 4th.  
  

  
OTHER CREATURES   
Grass Snake Natrix natrix 
One seen off by a vigilant pair of Mallards on the Sainsbury Pools. 
Slow Worm Anguis fragilis 
Incl. 7 by west bank pumping station in late May….when this species mating season kicks off, 
which may explain the crowd! 
Smooth Newt Lissotriton vulgaris 
1 photographed Aug 19th. 
Common Frog Rena temporaria 
Common Toad Bufo bufo 
1 in a birder’s garden pond Spt 1st.  
European Hornet Vespa crabro 
Incl. at least 8 foraging round saplings in CP in early Oct. 
Hornet Mimic Hoverfly Volucela zonaria 
The UK’s largest hoverfly was recorded in a birder’s garden on several dates in Jly and Aug. 
Hummingbird Hawkmoth Macroglossum stellatarum 
This wonderful insect was regularly recorded in a birder’s garden May, Jly, Spt and Oct, as 
well as at Greenhill. Once again at least one of us managed to avoid them altogether. 
 

 


