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Turnstone (West Bexington 51" May 2023)



Weather 2023

2023 Meantemp C Maxtemp C Mintemp C Total Rain mm Days of Rain Wind Ave MPH Wind Max MPH Days of gale
Jan 7 12 1 83 13 9.6 45 7
Feb 7 12 0 & 1 5.3 27 0
Mar 8 13 1 97 21 8.4 40 1
Apr 10 18 3 86 11 6.9 55 1
May 14 24 7 71 6 55 36 0
Jun 17 29 9 71 5 5.3 28 0
Jul 16 24 11 110 11 9.3 35 0
Aug 17 25 11 43 10 7.3 37 0
Sep 18 28 9 83 10 7.3 41 2
Oct 14 20 6 206 18 8.3 40 1
Nov 10 32 0 147 15 10.8 50 7
Dec 10 14 1 157 17 11.9 48 5

There were seven days of gales in January which brought a few Kittiwakes and 2 Little
Gulls to the coast.

February was very dry but was followed by higher-than-average rainfall in March and April.
This caused flooding in the reed beds at a time when Reed Warblers were about to start
nest building. It was unclear what the direct impact was as monitoring the populations
proved difficult.

July was particularly wet, August was quiet as was September except for a period around
the20when high winds produced a Sabineds Gull

October was the wettest month with 18 days of rain and the highest rainfall of the year.

November started with a bang when Storm Ciaran hit with wind gusts up to 50 MPH

causing extensive damage along the coast. The impact on birds was less severe, but
Leachoés Petrels were forced i"hand8"tGhles bay and
continued on most days until the 13" and returned on the 20™.

December recorded the second highest monthly rainfall total and there were 5 more days
of gales, mostly from the 27™. Another Little Gull was seen on the 28™.



REVIEW OF THE YEAR

January

A Little Gull and a movement of around 200 Brent Geese west on the 4™ were the first
notable sightings of the year, these were followed by a Firecrest on the 6. Another Little
Gull was noted on the 9™ as was the Dartford Warbler first seen in 2022; confirming our
suspicion that the bird was over-wintering. Golden Plovers featured strongly during the
month, peaking at 197 on the 19™. A Jack Snipe was found on the 215t and would stay into
February. Another Firecrest was found on the 23" but probably the best sighting of the
month was the first Goldeneye for 13 years, found on the 26™ it would also stay into
February. There were 57 records of Red-throated Diver during the month.

February

The Goldeneye was still present on the 15t and would stay until the 10™. The Dartford
Warbler was also still present and would be seen up until the 17™. The only other notable
sighting on the 15t was a Woodcock which proved to be the only one of the year. Firecrests
were seen on the 8™ and 215t . The single Jack Snipe was present all month.

March

A Curlew was seen on the 2" and the Jack Snipe from February was seen on the 3.

A pair of Eider were a good find on the 12t and there was another Curlew on the 13®™.

The year o6s first WhEandapairof Garganeywevdhroogh eastlore 1 5
the 28t,

April

An Osprey was found on the 5" and unusually it landed on the beach for a while. The first
Redstart of the spring arrived on the 7" but, it was the 8™ that produced the bird of the

year in the form of a Baltic Gull; the first confirmed record for Dorset. A White-tailed Eagle

from the Isle of Wight re-introduction scheme was found on the 11" and would stay 3

days. A Merlin was seen on the 12" and a Great White Egretonthe 13", The year 0s
Common Sandpiper was seen on the 16™, the first reeling Grasshopper Warbler on the

17" and a Great Northern Diver on the 18". The 19" and 20™ proved good for waders with

10 Bar-tailed Godwits, 4 Black-tail Godwits, Redshank, Little Ringed Plover and Common
Sandpiper. A Woodchat Shrike was an excellent find on the 20" and lingered in the field

just below that favoured by | ast yearoés bird.
215t another Grasshopper Warbler on the 25™ with another Little Ringed Plover on the

26,

May

An Avocet and 2 Great Northern Divers flew east on the 3. Another Great Northern Diver

and 4 Grey Plovers were seen onthe 4". The5"pr oduced A Great Skua,
Pomarine Skua and a Hobby, with another Hobby on the 7. A drake Garganey lingered

on the Mere on the 15" and a Hoopoe spent the day eluding searchers on the 17%". A pair

of Cirl Buntings were seen at Cogden on the 26" but the significance of the sighting would

not become apparent for some time. A Nightjar was flushed on the 29",

June

A 3" calendar year Yellow-legged Gull was foundonthe8"and t he year os onl \
was seen and heard on the 9. A sedge Warbler was seen feeding young on the 20™";

confirmation of the first breeding since 2013.



July

The first juvenile Yellow-legged Gulls began to be seen from the 11" and returning
Common Sandpipers from the 18™. An Arctic Skua was noted on the 215t and a Curlew on
the 28™. On the 30" it was discovered that Cirl Buntings had bred at Cogden; the first
breeding here for over 50 years. Another Arctic Skua was seen on the 31,

August
The Cirl Bunting family were present all month. An Arctic Skua was seen on the 5" and a
Cattle Egret on the 8. Also on the 8™ was a juvenile Corn Bunting with an attendant

parent. The yearo6s only Gr e#and®Ried Blycatchegon was s

the 11%. An Arctic Skua was seen on the 12", a Great White Egret on the 16™, a Hobby on
the 24" and a Redstart the 26™. There was an early Merlin on the 28", a Great White
Egret on the 29™, Redstarts on the 30" and 315t with a Hobby also on the 31t

September

The Cirl Bunting family were present all month, but could be elusive at times. A Redstart
was seen on the 2", with another Merlin, an Osprey and a Pied Flycatcher on the 3.

10 Cattle Egrets were a good count on the 6" and a Redstart was also present on the 6t
and 7™, The first Balearic Shearwaters of the year were seen on the 18" and 19" with an
Arctic Skua also on the 19", The 20" produced a Sabine& Gull as well as a Knot which
flew through with 10 Turnstones. A Melodious Warbler was found on the 22", the first
confirmed occurrence for the recording area. There were more Balearic Shearwaters on
the 24™ and the first of up to 5 Grey Phalaropes were seen in an eight day period from the
25", An Osprey was seen on the 271" and a Wryneck on the 28™,

October

The Cirl Bunting family were present at the start of the month, but all had moved on by the
27", A Merlin was found on the 15t and was seen regularly until the 315, A different
Wryneck was found on the 2" and more Balearic Shearwaters passed on the 8. The 9™
proved a good day for Ring Ouzels with up to 7 seen during the day. A Woodlark was also
seen and heard on the 9. 9 Great White Egrets together were an unexpected sighting on
the 19" . A Merlin was also seen on the 19" with Firecrests on the 20" and 22", The first
Jack Snipe of the second winter period was flushed on the 22" and another Firecrest was
seen on the 25,

November

A Great Northern Diver passedonthe 18, a Leachds Petr é&landaas
Redshank on the 3. 4 Eider lingered on the sea on the 13" and 4,000 Woodpigeons flew
west on the 17". A Firecrest and a Goosander were seen on the 29™".

December

A Great White Egret was seen on the 1%t and another released White-tailed Eagle on the
3'd. 3 Goosanders lingered on the 5" and 6" with another Great White Egret seen on the
14™. Yet another (or perhaps the same) released White-tailed Eagle was seen on 20" and
a flock of at least 10 Cirl Buntings was an exciting find on the 215!, they would remain to
the end of the year. An adult Little Gull was seen on the 28™ and there were 60 records of
Red-throated Diver during the month.

seen



2023 Statistics
161 full species were recorded in 2023 along with 4 sub-species.

With one new species added (Melodious Warbler) the recording area species total (BOU
British List) increases to 278.

Number of Species Recorded by Year
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS

COMMON WILDFOWL MONTHLY MAXIMA AT WEST BEXINGTON (ADULTS ONLY)

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr [ May [ Jun |[Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Brent 200 18 | 21 6 | 5| 2|1
Goose
Canada 30 | 21| 14| 2 | 30| 6 | 24| 27| 54| 65 |117| 60
Goose
Mute 6 | 2| 213|109 2|9 |18]| 2] 10]2
Swan
Shelduck 1 5 " 10 9 9 8
Shoveler | 47 | 52 | 11 | 4 12 | 7 | 30
Gagwall 7 2 | 1| 2 2 | 1| 4
Wigeon 6 5 6 1
Mallard 59 5 14 | 19 7 | 54 | 37 | 30
Pintail 1 5 3 1 1 1
Teal 47 | 72 | 53 | 38 24 | 29 | 30 | 29
Tufted 301414 3| 5| 221|213/ 2]|23
Duck
BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla
Uncommon winter visitor
Dark-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla
West Bexington Up to 200 west on 4™ Jan, 9 east on 9™ Jan, 18 east on
and Cogden 215t Mar and 21 east on 14™ Apr. Then, 2 east on 22" Nov and

1 on 6% Dec.

Other than the excellent count on 4" January, made during a period of unsettled weather,
birds were only recorded in low numbers.

Pale-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla hrota

West Bexington 1 east on 215t Mar, 6 west on 19" Sept and 5 east on
19t Oct.




Brent Goose (West Bexington 6" December 2023)

CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis
Common resident, breeding occasionally

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
Did not breed here in 2023.

Max count: West Bexington - 117 on 6" Nov.

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis
Rare winter visitor

West Bexington 1 west with Canada Geese on 26" May and 6 east on 8" Jun.
Almost certainly feral birds.

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor
Common winter visitor, breeding occasionally

West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

A pair bred in the nature reserve rearing two young.

No significant counts, although 18 through West Bexington together on 3™ September was
noteworthy.
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EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopochen aegyptiaca
Rare visitor but increasing.

West Bexington 3 on 22" Apr and 7 on 25™ Nov
Now recorded two years in succession.

COMMON SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna
Common resident, mainly outside of the breeding season

All records West Bexington See Wildfow! Table

Max count: West Bexington - 10 on 27" Apr.

A pair were seen up towards the coastal ridge above Labour-in-Vain Lane on 271 April.
There is a good possibility they were nest prospecting although sadly there were no

subsequent sightings.

GARGANEY Spatula querquedula
Scarce migrant

West Bexington A male and female east together on 28" Mar, a possible east
on 10" Apr and a drake on the Mere on 15" May.

Another good spring.

Drake Garganey (West Bexington 15" May 2023)
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NORTHERN SHOVELER Spatula clypeata
Common winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

Only modest numbers beyond the first two months of the year, with a peak of 52 recorded

on 4" February at West Bexington.

GADWALL Mareca strepera
Uncommon winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
EURASIAN WIGEON Mareca penelope

Common winter visitor
All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

Only recorded in low numbers. It has been some years since we have had records into
three figures.

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos
Common resident

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
Breeding strongly suspected, but no young were seen this year.

PINTAIL Anas acuta
Uncommon winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
As usual, only a few recorded. A female lingered in both winter periods.

COMMON TEAL Anas crecca
Common winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table
Reasonable counts in the first winter period, below average in the second.

COMMON POCHARD Aythya ferina
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington A pair on Big Pond on 29" May.
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Male and Female Pochard (West Bexington 291" May 2023)

TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula
Winter visitor

All records West Bexington See Wildfowl Table

Only modest numbers, but two pairs bred at West Bexington producing nine and three
young respectively.
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AYTHYA HYBRID

A hybrid Tufted Duck x Lesser Scaup was present with the Tufted Duck flock from
11™ Dec until at least the end of the year.

Hybrid Tufted Duck x Lesser Scaup (West Bexington 11" December 2023)

EIDER Somateria mollissima
Rare offshore migrant

West Bexington 2 on 12" Mar and 4 on 13" Nov.

Unusually, both records involved lingering birds.

VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca
Scarce offshore migrant

West Bexington 3 east on 10" Apr.

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra

Winter visitor and offshore migrant

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Total West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
3 2 5 60 35 9 6 2 25 3 3
5 3 7 151 | 81 16 18 10 36 5 5

Poor numbers again this year.
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GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula
Rare winter visitor

West Bexington A female on the Mere from 26" Jan to 10" Feb.

Goldeneye has become a scarce bird in Dorset away from Poole Harbour. This bird was
our first since 2010.

Goldeneye (West Bexington 26™" January 2023)

GOOSANDER Mergus merganser
Formerly rare now scarce winter visitor

West Bexington 1 west on 29" Nov with 3 on the Mere on 5" and 6" Dec.
Al'l birds were ORedheadso.

COMMON PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus
Common resident

Breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden.

Noted regularly but in reduced numbers at both sites throughout the year although,
breeding was not confirmed in 2023.
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RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa
Fairly common resident (Birds at West Bexington probably refer to released birds
from the Puncknowle estate)

Noted regularly throughout the year including a number of presumed pairs during the
breeding season.

No evidence of breeding in 2023.
A high count of 15 on 12" November certainly related to newly released birds.

NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus
Rare migrant

Cogden 1 flushed from near the boardwalk on 29" May. It was seen to
land further west but could not be relocated.

COMMON SWIFT Apus apus
Common spring and autumn migrant but declining

First Seen  20™ Apr
Last Seen 21t Jul

No significant counts. Just 42 on 29" Jun was the highest day count.

COMMON CUCKOO Cuculus canorus
Scarce migrant

West Bexington One bird seen and heard on 9™ Jun.
A terrible year.

STOCK DOVE Columba oenas
Resident at West Bexington and seen regularly at Cogden

West Bexington As last year, at least one pair was on territory in 2023.

No significant counts, 70 on 215t Nov was the highest day count.

WOOD PIGEON Columba palumbus
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden and breeds in good numbers

No confirmed breeding in 2023, but it is sure to have taken place.

No large autumn movements were observed this year, although large counts were
recorded to the west of us. Perhaps birds were taking a flightline away from the coast.

Circa 4,000 west on 17" Nov was the highest day count.
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COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto
Resident in West Bexington village

West Bexington A number of pairs were seen displaying / courting around the
village. No nest sites were noted but breeding is sure to have
taken place.

No significant counts.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus
Winter visitor (recorded at both West Bexington and Cogden, may breed)

Birds regularly heard and occasionally seen in both winter periods.

Abirdwasheard 6si ngi ngo a bn3WEeb,tbut Berexwiens gotcanfirmed
breeding records in 2023.

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus
Locally common resident

Recorded regularly throughout the year at both West Bexington and Cogden.

A pair bred at West Bexington on the Mill Pond, successfully raising three young.
COMMON COOT Fulica atra

Locally common resident (numbers increase briefly late winter, but birds then
disperse to breeding areas)

No confirmed breeding in 2023.

Max Count: West Bexington - 19 on 4™ Feb.

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis
Locally common breeding bird and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington Just one pair bred in 2023, but all chicks were lost.

A disaster for this, presumably inexperienced, pair. Two nests were built in exposed
positions and were eventually abandoned, then a third was washed out. The fourth was
eventually successful (the first clutch was lost) and 4 young were seen before all
disappeared inside a week. Hopefully they will try again next year.

No territories at Cogden this year.

There were records of birds lingering in both winter periods.
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GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus
Winter visitor (Records usually refer to birds feeding at sea on calm days)

Birds were noted off West Bexington and Cogden feeding at sea.

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan |Feb | Mar | Apr [May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

3 3 3 1 2 2 2

13 | 12 | 6 1 2 6 5
Annual trend (2000 onwards)

™ I — o o)) fe'o) N~ © o) < ™ N Pre-

year | S |8 |§ |§ |82 |3 |83 |3 |38 |8 |3 |38 |2012

(9\] (V] (9\] (V] (V] (9\] (9\] N (9\] N N (e\] AV

g.

Toéaa'lyz"d 45 |49 |63 |78 | 69 | 88 | 78 | 117|163 | 31 | 120|190 | 67

The lowest annual count since 2014. There appears to be no overall concern with this
species in the UK, perhaps an increase in winter storms is the reason for a reduction here.

AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta
Scarce passage migrant

West Bexington One east on 3" May.
Again, just the one record this year.

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus
Uncommon passage migrant and wintering birds making local movements

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 1 1 9 6 5 3 2 1 3 2
2 5 3 11 20 12 4 4 1 4 3

As usual, most sightings noted in late spring.

NORTHERN LAPWING Vanellus vanellus
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather (formerly bred in small numbers)

West Bexington 7 on 19" Jan, 9 on 215t Jan, 32 on 22" Jan, 23 on 23 Jan,
21 on 24% Jan, 12 on 25" Jan, 1 on 27" Jan, 10 on 8% Feb,
1 on 18" Feb, 2 on 6" Mar with singles on 4" and 12" May.
Then, 1 on 15t Nov and 7 on 22" Nov.

Cogden 21 on 24" Jan.

Hard weather mid-January brought Lapwing to the coast, but not in particularly high
numbers
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GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather

West Bexington 4 on 11™ Jan, 30 on 17" Jan, 68 on 18" Jan, 197 on 19" Jan,
89 on 20™ Jan, 33 on 215t Jan, 22 on 22" Jan, 76 on 23" Jan,
145 on 24t Jan, 52 on 25" Jan, 11 on 26" Jan, 58 on 2" Mar
with 1 on 15" Mar and 16" Mar. Then, 18 east on 6" Sept and
65 east on 11t Nov.

Cogden 1 on 29™" Sept, 4 on 14™ Oct and 58 on 215t Oct.

As with Lapwing, there was a hard weather movement in January with 792 bird days in the

month peaking at 197 on the 19%".

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington 4 in breeding plumaged on 4™ May.
Just the one record this year.

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula
Irregular winter visitor and regular passage migrant, has bred

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington and Cogden
Jan | Feb [ Mar | Apr | May |Jun |[Jul |Aug |Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 1 6 1 19 2

Max Count: West Bexington - 19 east on 18" Aug.
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius
Scarce passage migrant

West Bexington One on 26™ Apr and a juvenile on 9" Jul.
Cogden One on 20" Apr.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus
Regular passage migrant mainly in spring

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [ Mar | Apr | May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
50 10 2
103 | 35 5

Overall numbers down again. 50 on 27™ April was the highest day count.



EURASIAN CURLEW Numenius arquata
Uncommon visitor, mainly in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 east on 2" Mar, 4 on 13" Mar, 1 on 18" Mar and 1 on
28h Jul.

Fewer than 2022.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa
Scare (but increasing) passage migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington 4 on the Mere on 19" and 20™ Apr.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica
Uncommon passage migrant

West Bexington 10 east on 19" Apr.

No large counts again this year.

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres

Scare passage migrant mainly in spring

West Bexington 2 on 4" May with one still present the next day. One on
215t and 22" May. Then, 10 east on 20" Sept and 1 west on
215" Nov.

A reasonable year.

KNOT Calidris canutus

Scare passage migrant

West Bexington One east with Turnstones on 20" Sept.
SANDERLING Calidris alba

Regular spring and occasional autumn migrant

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [ Mar | Apr | May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
59 42 10 14 1 3
273 | 194 | 11 26 1 3

A reasonable spring passage. 59 on 18" May was the highest day count.
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Sanderling (West Bexington 15" September 2023)

DUNLIN Calidris alpina
Regular spring and autumn migrant but in small numbers

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb |Mar | Apr |May [Jun |Jul |Aug [Sep |Oct | Nov | Dec
30 3 2 2 2 3
30 | 10 2 2 3 3

A similar picture to 2022. Numbers down on recent years.

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola

Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather

Cogden 1 on 1%t Feb, flushed during the winter bird survey.
JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus

Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington Just 1 from 215t Jan to 3@ Mar. Then, 2 on 22" Oct before
Storm Ciaran hit on 15t and 2" Nov pushing all birds out of the
nature reserve. 3 were then found on the Mere on 28" Nov and
then 2 back in the nature reserve on 16" Dec.
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COMMON SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
Common winter visitor

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington and Cogden
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

24 17 11 7 4 25 25

As with the previous species, Storm Ciaran impacted the wintering population in the nature
reserve and nearly all of the November records relate to birds on the Mere or surrounding
farmland.

GREY PHALAROPE Phalaropus fulicarius
Rare passage migrant and winter visitor. Often storm driven.

Cogden 2 on 25" Sept, 3 on 27" Sept, 1 west on 29" Sept and
1 east on 2" Oct.

A great set of sighting with most birds lingering close in, on and around seaweed mats
behind the line of surf. It was difficult to judge how many individuals were involved, but with
the birds on the 29" Sept and 2" Oct passing straight through, a count of between 3 and 5
seems reasonable.

Grey Phalarope (Cogden 25" September 2023)
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COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos
Uncommon migrant

West Bexington 1 on 16™ Apr, 6 on 17t Apr, singles on 19, 20t and 215t Apr,
2 on 25™ Apr, 1 on 26" Apr, 2 on 15t May, 1 on 2"¥ May, 2 on
16" May and 1 on 23 May. Then, 5 on 18" Jul, 1 on 20" Jul
and 4 on 27™ Jul.

A reasonable year with a strong spring passage.

Common Sandpiper (West Bexington 26™ April 2023)

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus
Scarce migrant

West Bexington 1 on 5" Feb and 1 on 10" Aug.
A poor year for this species here.

COMMON REDSHANK Tringa totanus
Scarce migrant and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington 1 on 20" Apr and 1 on 3@ Nov.
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Redshank (West Bexington 3@ November 2023)

KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla
Uncommon visitor in small numbers throughout the year and usually associated
with stormy weather

West Bexington & 1 on 15t Jan, 2 on 4" Jan, 10 on 7" Jan, 2 on 9 Jan, 4 on
Cogden 10" Jan, 1 on 11" Jan, 122 on 13" Mar, 1 on 22" Mar,
1 on 10" Apr, 1 on 51" May, a 15t summer on 315t May, 1 on
10% Jun, 100+ west 12" Aug, 1 on 19" Oct, 800+ west on
26t Oct, 1 on 15t Nov, 1 on 5" Nov, 2 on 13" Nov, 1 on
15™ Nov and 1 on 29" Dec.

SABI NBULE Xema sabini
Rare migrant, usually storm driven

West Bexington A juvenile east on 20" Sept with Black-headed Gulls.
Recorded for the second year in succession.

BLACK-HEADED GULL Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Common migrant and winter visitor. Regular in summer

Seen throughout the year.

No significant counts, 400+ at West Bexington on 121" Mar was the highest day count.
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LITTLE GULL Hydrocoloeus minutus
Scarce migrant and winter visitor

West Bexington A 1stwinter west on 4" Jan another on 9™ Jan and an adult on
28t Dec.

Little Gull (West Bexington 28" December 2023)

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus
Common visitor, mainly in winter

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington & Cogden

Jan |[Feb |Mar |Apr |[May |Jun |[Jul |Aug |Sep |Oct | Nov | Dec
89 45 11 14 4 16 47 50 14 | 600+ | 200+ | 10
205 | 56 44 18 6 79 | 151 | 110 | 47 [1190]1086| 38

An impressive count on 7t October with more than 600 birds over a newly harrowed field
and adjacent beach.

COMMON GULL Larus canus
Common winter visitor (formerly one of the commonest gulls in the winter gull
roost)

Common throughout both winter periods.

No exceptionally large counts, 200 at West Bexington on 20" Mar was the highest day
count recorded.



GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus
Resident in small numbers but does not breed (numbers can increase in stormy
weather)

Recorded on most days with daily counts usually into double figures.
No significant counts.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus argenteus
Common breeding resident

12 nests were counted in the small rooftop colony at West Bexington village. 11 chicks
fledged to the point where they were exploring the rooftops and gardens. Hopefully most
survived to make up for the total failure of all nests in 2022.

Significant counts: West Bexington/Cogden - Circa. 2,000 on 215t Jul.

Herring Gulls are declining and have been Red Listed as a bird of conservation concern.

Herring Gull and Chicks (West Bexington 10" June 2023)

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus michahellis
Uncommon autumn visitor

West Bexington A third calendar year bird on 8" Jun then, up to 3 juvenile birds daily
from 11™ Jul to 8" Aug but, oddly, none after.

26



Py S D
B L g g AT
-~ 4

Juvenile Yellow-legged Gull (West Bexington 12t July 2023)

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus graeselli
Regular winter visitor in relatively small numbers

Recorded regularly in both winter periods, but only in small numbers.
Baltic Gull Larus fuscus fuscus

West Bexington An adult on 8" Apr.

This is the first proven record of this sub-species in Dorset. See Page 59.

SANDWICH TERN Thalasseus sandvicensis
Frequent spring and autumn migrant

All records West Bexington and Cogden
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals

Jan | Feb [Mar | Apr |May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
3 26 14 5 3 16 1
6 144 | 42 33 7 39 1

First sighting 28" Mar

Last Sighting 8t Oct

As usual, April provided the highest counts.
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COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo
A common spring migrant and summer visitor

This species is only regularly recorded in summer when the nearby breeding colony at
Abbotsbury Swannery becomes established. When this colony fails there is a
corresponding reduction in sightings of this species and other terns.

All records West Bexington and Cogden

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals
Jan |Feb | Mar | Apr [May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
20 24 30 2 10
24 | 126 | 173 2 10

First sighting 16" Apr
Last Sighting 7" Aug

An average year.

GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua
Uncommon migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 east on 51" May.

Great Skuas have been devastated by Avian Flu (high pathogenicity avian influenza -
HPAI) and in Scotland between 64% and 84% of the breeding population has died. We
hadnd6t expected t 3 soewrthionerecoradis ndtéwdrthy.

POMARINE SKUA Stercorarius pomarinus
Uncommon migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington A @ale-phaseobird flew east on 51" May.

Just one record again this year.

ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus
Regular but uncommon migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 west on 215t Jul, 1 west on 315t Jul, 1 east on 5" Aug, 1 east on
and Cogden 8" Aug, 2 west on 12" Aug, 2 east on 19" Sept and 3 east on
13t Oct.

No spring passage noted. It is assumed the bulk of birds were passing up channel along

the French coast.

COMMON GUILLEMOT Uria aalge

Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter

West Bexington Just single figure counts in either winter period.
and Cogden
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RAZORBILL Alca torda
Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter

West Bexington Some good counts in the first winter period with up to 37

and Cogden lingering between 24" and 26™ Jan. After that and throughout
the second winter period only single figure counts were
recorded.

RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata

Fairly common winter visitor (records refer to birds settled on the sea or flying close
inshore to a different feeding area)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb | Mar | Apr | May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
12 | 5 5 4 1 1 9 | 12
57 | 15 | 15 | 15 | 1 2 | 25 | 60
Annual trends (1998 onwards)
™ N — o o)) 0 N~ © o) < ™ I Pre-
Year | S | |8 |S |8 |3 |8 |38 |8 |8 |3 |38 |2012
(9\] (9\] N (9\] (9\] N (9\] (9\] (9\] N N (9\] AV
g.
Toéaa'lyz"d 190 | 132 | 185 | 81 | 128|100| 48 | 21 | 57 | 57 | 89 |101| 79
™ o~ — o o e N~ © 0 < ™ N Pre-
Jan S |19 (9|9 |8 |3 |33 8|38 |3 |8 |202
(9\] N N (9\] (9\] N N N N N N N AVg
mggfmg 126 |28/ 98| 3|3 |3|2|/7|5]6/| 9
Bi'\r"dogt:% 57 | 39 | 64 | 25 | 39 | 12 | 17 | 8 | 42 | 23 | 40 | 28 | 28
QISR 8283|5883 18|8 |am
Dec S S S S o o o o o o | o o 2011
(9\] N N (9\] (9\] N N N N N (9\] N AV
g.
mg;t:q'g 12! 6 | 3|14 8|5 | 3|1]1|61|2]6® 6
B'\i’:g”g;';’s 60 | 25 | 11 | 33|39 | 17 | 17| 5 | 2 | 20| 6 | 28 | 22

A very good year, with excellent counts in January and December and the highest ever
total of Annual Bird Days.



GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer
Scarce winter visitor

West Bexington 1 west on 18" Apr, 2 east on 3" May, 1 west on 5" May and
and Cogden 1 east on 15 Nov.

As in 2022. just a handful of records.

LEACHGS PETREL Hydrobates leucorhous
Rare passage migrant, usually storm driven

West Bexington One O6pr ob ab {Nodane laesst on 8hNow

Frustrating views in stormy conditions on 15t Nov, but the sighting tied in with confirmed
birds to the west of us. The bird on the 8" Nov was more cooperative.

NORTHERN FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis
Regular visitor but may be declining (Birds breed nearby on cliffs at Burton
Bradstock)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 1 2 3 1 1 1 1 1
2 1 6 5 1 1 1 1 1

A poor showing. We are unaware of the status of the breeding population at West Bay, but

perhaps the regular cliff falls there are having a detrimental effect.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus
Fairly common passage migrant in spring and early summer

Very few records this year, certainly not enough to justify a table. 50+ on 23 April was
the only notable count.

BALEARIC SHEARWATER Puffinus mauretanicus
Rare late summer visitor/passage migrant

As with Manx Shearwater, a poor showing in 2023. Only 48 Bird Days in total and a high
count of just 30 on 19" Sept.

NORTHERN GANNET Morus bassanus
Frequent visitor offshore throughout the year

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb | Mar | Apr [May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
37 28 30 76 6 57 1100 | 30 33 20 17
44 94 68 | 277 | 17 | 119 | 145 | 174 | 171 | 51 32

Significant Counts: West Bexington - 100 east on 5" Aug.

The annual count was around 25% down on 2022.
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Gannet (West Bexington 51" June 2023)

As with Great Skua, this species has been greatly affected by Avian Flu. For example, in
2022 the breeding population on Bass Rock was down 25%. However, there were signs of
recovery in 2023 and a new study has discovered evidence that Northern Gannets can
recover from the virus and that birds with black irises is an indicator of a previous infection.
This bird had the usual pale blue irises.

EUROPEAN SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis

Scarce visitor

West Bexington 2 juveniles on 14" Sept, 1 on 18" Sept and 2 east on 15t Nov.
GREAT CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo

Common visitor with 2 or 3 birds seen on most days flying past West Bexington.
Sometimes noted flying inland through the Grove, possibly en route to the fish farm
at Berwick

Seen most days but no notable counts in 2023.

11 on 15" Sept was the highest day count.

Continental Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis

West Bexington 1 on 28" Mar, 1 on 2" Apr and 4 photographed flying east
together on 7" May.

More are sure to have passed through unnoticed.
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CATTLE EGRET Bubulcus ibis
Scarce, but increasing, migrant and visitor

West Bexington 13 west (together) on 71 Aug, 1 on 8" Aug, 10 on 6™ Sept.

Good autumn records.

Cattle Egret (West Bexington 8" August 2023)

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea
Scarce visitor (most records seem to relate to the post breeding dispersal of family
groups, just the odd one or two wandering birds noted at other times of the year)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden

Jan | Feb [ Mar | Apr | May |Jun |[Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 1 1 1 2 4 2 6 1
1 1 2 2 2 13 10 11 4

GREAT WHITE EGRET Ardea alba
Scarce visitor but becoming more regular

West Bexington 1 west on 13" Apr, 1 east on 16™ Aug, 1 on 29" Aug.
9 on the Mere on 19" Oct which then flew west, 1 west on
1st Dec and 1 west on 14t Dec.

Another good series of records. 9 together on 19" October was a site record.
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LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta
Uncommon visitor (despite suitable habitat, birds do not usually linger here)

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden
Jan |Feb [ Mar | Apr | May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 5 3 6 1 3 1 2 1
2 6 8 13 3 11 8 6 1

An average year.

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus
Scarce Migrant

West Bexington 1 on 5" Apr, 1 east on 3™ Sept and 1 east on 27" Sept.

A good set of records, possibly linked to the Osprey release project in Poole Harbour.

Osprey (West Bexington 27" September 2023)

EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus

Fairly common resident (breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden and often seen
hunting the area)

A similar status to 2022 with single birds seen throughout the year. No evidence of
breeding.
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MARSH HARRIER

Circus aeruginosus

Scarce (formerly rare) winter visitor

West Bexington
and Cogden

An immature bird from 5" to 28" Jan. Then, a cream-crowned
bird regularly from 5™ Feb until 2" May. Further cream-
crowned birds were seen on 27" Sept, 9" Oct, 11" Oct and
12t Oct followed by an immature male on 14" Oct, 23" Oct
and 23" Dec.

Marsh Harrier (West Bexington 22" March 2023)

RED KITE

Milvus milvus

Uncommon but increasing passage migrant

West Bexington

Cogden

Singles on 2" Mar, 30" Mar, 3 Apr and 5" Apr. 2 on 17™ Apr,
10 west on 18™ Apr, 3 west on 3™ May, 1 on 4" May, 5 on

12t May, 2 on 19" May, 29 on 20" May, 4 on 215t May, 3 on
28" May, 4 on 29" May, 1 on 4" Jun and 1 on 13" Jun.

Then, 1 on 8" Sept and 3 on 17" Oct.

Singles on 4" May, 28" May and 24" Aug.

An average year although, 29 through on 20" May was noteworthy.
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Red Kite (West Bexington 121" May 2023)

WHITE-TAILED EAGLE Haliaeetus albicilla
A vagrant from a reintroduction scheme on the Isle of Wight (This species does not
form part of the West Bexington and Cogden list)

West Bexington Different birds from the Isle of Wight reintroduction scheme
and Cogden were seen from 11" to 13" Apr and on 3" and 20 Dec.

The 3 December sighting was of a bird tagged G801, a female from the 2021 release
scheme. This very nomadic bird had an overgrown bill which was a cause for concern. The
same bird may have been seen again on the 20", but two birds were seen at Abbotsbury
Swannery around the same time and our sighting could have been of either.
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White-tailed Eagle (Cogden 13" April 2023)

COMMON BUZZARD Buteo buteo
Common resident and passage migrant (often seen hunting over the area and
sometimes breeds)

Although displaying birds (including a pair on 25™ Apr) were noted at West Bexington and
Cogden and young birds soliciting food were heard calling at both sites, there was no firm
evidence of breeding within the recording area in 2023.

BARN OWL Tyto alba
Scarce visitor, breeding regularly

West Bexington A pair bred successfully at the traditional site. Hunting birds
were seen at dawn and dusk throughout the year. Away from
the nest site there was 1 around the Mere on 27" Mar which
flew to Cogden.

Cogden A bird was seen near the car park on 131", 16" and 27t Mar.
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Barn Owl (West Bexington 13" June 2023)

TAWNY OWL Strix aluco
Uncommon resident

West Bexington Confirmed breeding at two sites with three young seen.

Another excellent year at West Bexington.

HOOPOE Upupa epops
Rare vagrant

West Bexington One along the coast east of the car park on 17" May. The bird
was found and photographed by a non-birder.

WRYNECK Jynx torquilla
Scarce passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 2" and 3" Oct
Cogden 1 on 28™ Sept.

Both birds lingered.

37



Wryneck (West Bexington 3™ October 2023)

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major
Uncommon resident, a breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden

Seen regularly at both sites, but a reduction in sightings.
No drumming heard this year and no juveniles seen so breeding is uncertain.

GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis
Uncommon resident, a breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden

Seen and heard regularly at both sites, but no juveniles seen.

COMMON KESTREL Falco tinnunculus
Fairly common resident (birds seen hunting over the area all year)

Individual birds were seen at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the year.

At least one pair bred successfully again at West Bexington. A pair were observed
interacting at Cogdenduring Apriland may have nested in the Oth
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MERLIN Falco columbarius
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington 1 on 12" Apr. Then, 1 on 28" Aug and 1 on 3" Sept
West Bexington 1 lingered from 15t Oct to 315 Oct and was seen regularly at
and Cogden both sites.

No winter records, but it was good to have a bird put in an extended stay.

EURASIAN HOBBY Falco subbuteo
Fairly common passage migrant

West Bexington Singles on 5" May, 7" May (fresh in), 24" Aug and 315t Aug.

Hobby (West Bexington 7t" May 2023)

PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus

Fairly common visitor (mostly winter but also other times of the year)
West Bexington Singles 19t Jul, 3 Oct, 7" Nov and 20" Nov.
Cogden 1 on 12t Mar.

Just five records, the unexplained decline in sightings continues.
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WODCHAT SHRIKE Lanius senator
Rare visitor

Cogden 1 on 20" Apr.

What looks like a second calendar year male was photographed on 20™" April. Incredibly, it
was on the edge of the field immediately below where the adult female lingered for four
days in May 2022.

JAY Garrulus glandarius
Scarce winter visitor and sometimes resident

West Bexington Seen often in and around the nature reserve up until Sept, but
not after. Usually single birds.

Cogden 2 on 29" Sept and 26™ Oct with singles throughout this period
until the end of the year.

No evidence of breeding, but it is certainly possible.

MAGPIE Pica pica
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2023.
Significant Counts: West Bexington - 10 on 11t May

EURASIAN JACKDAW Coloeus monedula
Scarce breeding bird and common winter visitor

Bred at West Bexington in 2023.

No significant counts.

ROOK Corvus frugilegus

Frequent visitor all year, but does not breed within the recording area ( birds seen
feeding at West Bexington presumably originate from the Puncknowle rookery, but
birds occasionally seen flying in from the west or the east, pointing to birds from
further afield)

No significant counts.

CARRION CROW Corvus corone
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden. Breeds in small numbers

Bred at West Bexington (several pairs) and Cogden in 2023.

No significant counts.
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COMMON RAVEN Corvus corax
Uncommon visitor to both West Bexington and Cogden

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb [ Mar | Apr | May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 3 2 2 1 2 5 2 5 3 1 2
8 9 11 7 1 2 9 5 12 13 3 9

Numbers down on 2022

COAL TIT Periparus ater
Uncommon resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

West Bexington Seen infrequently but heard singing in and around the market

garden and village on a number of occasions.
This species continues to be recorded only in low numbers.

BLUE TIT Cyanistes caeruleus
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2023.

GREAT TIT Parus major
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2023.

WOODLARK Lullula arborea
Rare visitor/passage migrant

Cogden 1 flew west calling on 9" Oct.
SKYLARK Alauda arvensis

Common resident and winter visitor at both West Bexington and Cogden
No change in the breeding population with 10-20 territories at each site.

Passage: No significant counts, 300 west on 22" Oct was the highest
day count.

Only wintered in low numbers, 79 recorded during winter bird survey in January and a
flock of 35 noted at West Bexington on 315t December.

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia
Frequent migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 17" Mar
Last Seen 13 Sept

No significant counts.
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BARN SWALLOW Hirundo rustica
Common migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 23 Mar
Last Seen  16™ Oct

At least 2 active nests at West Bexington in 2023.

Significant Counts: West Bexington - Circa 3-5,000 east on 4" Sept.
- Circa 10,000 east on 5" Sept.
- Circa 3,000 east on 7™ Sept.
- Circa 3-4,000 east on 27™ Sept.

A good autumn passage, hopefully reflecting a successful breeding season.

HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica
Common migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 7" Apr
Last Seen 10" Oct

Significant Counts: West Bexington - Circa 3-5,000 east on 7" Sept.

CETTI'S WARBLER Cettia cetti
Uncommon and local resident at West Bexington and Cogden

11 territories plotted, although birds are now regularly being encountered away from the
coast and at least two more were suspected.

Cetti's Warbler Singing Males
West Bexington & Cogden
1977 to 2023 (No counts 2004/2005/2020)
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LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden in 2023.

Feeding parties were seen regularly during the first winter period, but perhaps in reduced
numbers during the second.
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WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus
Common passage migrant

First Seen 5" Apr
Last Seen 3 QOct

Migration:  There were large arrivals on 16", 17" and 20" Apr. Returning birds and
juveniles started to be seen from 13" Jul, but all autumn day counts were in
single figures.

A bird singing on 22" May was probably a late arrival rather than a potential breeder.

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita

Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor
West Bexington No counts of territories in 2023, but confirmed breeding at both
and Cogden sites.

First Seen 17" Mar*
Last Seen 28" Oct*

* |t is virtually impossible to determine first arrival and latest departure dates for this
species as, with the increasing number of wintering Chiffchaffs, birds are seen on almost
every day of the year. In spring, birds seen with a pollen horn are a good indication of a
southerly origin.

Wintering birds: West Bexington - Numerous sightings of up to 7 birds in the first winter

and Cogden period, but only of 1 or 2 birds in the second.
Migration: West Bexington - 17 on 22" Mar and 36 on 9" Oct were the highest
and Cogden day counts.
SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Rare breeding summer visitor and locally common passage migrant
West Bexington A singing bird on territory in the nature reserve from 15t May
eventually attracted a mate and the pair were observed feeding
young at the nest. FIl edging wasnb

reason to doubt a successful outcome.
Additional singing birds included 2 on 17" Apr, 1 on 23 Apr
and 1 on 30" Apr. Then, departing migrants noted from 3 Aug
with at least 15 seen on 9™ Aug.

Cogden A singing bird on 23" Apr.

First Seen 17" Apr
Last Seen 22" Sept

Af t er | ast attgngph it wasendowagihgaadhave them successfully breeding in
the recording area again. The last confirmed breeding was in 2013.



Sedge Warbler with Food (West Bexington 215t June 2023)

REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Locally common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant
West Bexington No territory counts this year. Extensive flooding in the reed
and Cogden beds during April delayed nest building and may even have

forced birds to explore elsewhere to breed. Singing was
sporadic and seemed to take place over a protracted period
making it impossible to judge the maximum number of singing
males. That said, breeding was confirmed at West Bexington.

First Seen 12" Apr
Last Seen 14" Sept

MELODIOUS WARBLER Hippolais polyglotta
Rare passage migrant
West Bexington 1 in the nature reserve on 22" Sept.

This was the first confirmed sighting for the recording area although, a Hippolais warbler
seen at Cogden in 2021 was likely this species.
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Melodious Warbler (West Bexington 22" September 2023)

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia
Scarce passage migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington A reeling bird on 17" Apr.
Cogden A reeling bird on 25" Apr.

First Seen 17" Apr
Last Seen -

This secretive species is certainly under-recorded. No autumn records this year.

BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor

No counts of singing birds, but numbers were considered to be in line with recent years
and breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden.

First Seen 3" Apr
Last Seen 26" Oct

Winter West Bexington - Single birds seen at both sites from 17t Nov
and Cogden to the end of the year.

Migration West Bexington - 29 on 22" Sept was the highest day count.
and Cogden



LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and passage migrant

West Bexington Up to 5 singing birds, but territories were uncertain.

Cogden Up to 2 singing birds, but again, territories were uncertain.
No confirmed breeding

First Seen 19" Apr
Last Seen  30™ Sept

COMMON WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant

No formal survey this year but estimates suggest no change in statues.

Breeding confirmed at both sites in 2023.

First Seen 17" Apr
Last Seen  29™ Sept

DARTFORD WARBLER Sylvia communis
Scarce passage migrant and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington A migrant female on 215t Apr.

Cogden The 15t winter female from 2022 was still present at the start of
the year and was last seen on 17" Feb.

Dartford Warbler (West Bexington 26™" January 2023)
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FIRECREST Regulus ignicapilla
Scarce passage migrant mainly in late autumn and occasional winter visitor

West Bexington Singles on 23" Jan, 8" Feb, 215t Feb, 20" Oct, and 25" Oct.

Cogden 1 on 6" Jan, 2 on 22" Oct and 1 on 29" Nov.

Another below average year.

Firecrest (West Bexington 215t February 2023)

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus
Common resident and winter visitor

West Bexington Heard singing in the village and nature reserve and breeding
suspected. Recorded all year round.

Cogden Seen and heard regularly.
No confirmed breeding

As usual a small influx in late autumn, but outside of the breeding season, usually only
encountered when foraging alone or in tit flocks.

WREN Troglodytes troglodytes
Common breeding Bird at West Bexington and Cogden

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2023.

47



COMMON STARLING Sturnus vulgaris
Common resident at West Bexington. Also common winter visitor sometimes
forming large roosts in the reed beds

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington.

Roosts Cogden - A roost of circa 5,000 in the second winter period. It was present
from at least 15" November but had moved elsewhere by mid-December.

SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor

Breeding was confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden.
No significant counts.

MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus
Uncommon winter visitor and occasional breeding bird

West Bexington 2 on 25" Jan, 2 more on 27™ Jan.

Another shockingly quiet year.

REDWING Turdus iliacus
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard
weather

West Bexington 5 on 23 Jan, 3 on 24" Jan, 1 on 25" Jan and 1 on 26™ Jan.
Then, 3 on 3" Dec, 8 on 13™ Dec and 7 on 14™ Dec.

Cogden 1 on 23" Jan, 4 on 3" Feb, 1 on 8" Feb and 3 on 15" Dec.

Numbers down. Mild winters are reducing the necessity for winter migrants to travel so far
south or east to find suitable conditions. This is particularly true of winter thrushes.

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor
Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2023.

No significant counts.

FIELDFARE Turdus Pilaris
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard
weather

West Bexington 5 on 26" Jan. Then, 32 on 14" Nov, 100+ on 15" Nov, 1 on
215 Nov, 4 on 28" Nov and 2 on 3" Dec.

Few records, but there were no hard weather movements in 2023 (See Redwing).
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RING OUZEL Turdus torquatus
Scarce migrant

Cogden A mini-influx on 9™ Oct involving up to 7 birds. Sadly, they had
all passed through by the next day.

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn - declining

First Seen 12" May
Last Seen 22" Sept

West Bexington 1 on 19" May, 1 on 22" May, 1 on 27" May, 2 on 29" May,
1 on 1%t Jun and 1 on 2" Jun. Then, 1 on 9" Aug, 3 on
19" Aug, 1 on 30" Aug, 5 on 315t Aug, 4 on 15t Sept, 1 on
34 Sept and 4 on 5" Sept.

Cogden 1 on 121" May, 1 on 15" May and 1 on 15t Jun. Then, 5 on
2"d Sept, 2 on 39 Sept, 1 on 111" Sept, 1 on 15" Sept and 1 on
22nd Sept.

Another reasonable year and slightly up on 2022.

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden, also common winter visitor

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2023.

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in autumn

Cogden 1 on 11" Aug and 1 on 3" Sept.

No spring birds and a poor autumn.

COMMON REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Uncommon passage migrant in spring and autumn

West Bexington 1 on 6" Apr, 1 on 71" Apr, 2 on 22" Apr and 2 on 25™ Apr.
Then, 1 on 30" Aug, 2 on 315t Aug with 1 on 6" and 7" Sept.

Cogden 1 on 25" Apr. Then, 1 on 26" Aug and 1 on 2" Sept.

First Seen 6" Apr
Last Seen 7" Sept

37 bird days in 2021, 16 in 2022 and just 14 in 2023. Hopefully these figures are not
reflected elsewhere.



WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra
Passage migrant uncommon in spring, common in autumn

First Seen  20™ Apr
Last Seen 26" Oct

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb | Mar | Apr [May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 1 3 11 1
1 1 20 67 2

A poor spring and below average autumn.

COMMON STONECHAT Saxicola rubicola
Widespread, but not common resident. Breeds in small numbers

Formally surveyed in 2023.
17 territories were identified with possibly a further 3 that could not be confirmed.
West Bexington 10 territories and breeding confirmed.

Cogden 7 territories and breeding confirmed.

Stonechat territories 2023

West Bexington and Cogden
Wintering birds: 19 birds were counted on the winter bird survey.

Migration: 54 on 29™ Sept was a good count and was probably made up of both
migrants and resident birds.
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NORTHERN WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe
Common passage migrant in spring and autumn

First Seen 15 Mar
Last Seen 25" Oct

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb [ Mar | Apr | May |Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
18 22 9 1 1 14 | 38 2
59 | 114 | 21 1 1 113 | 201 | 19

Significant Count: West Bexington/Cogden - 38 on 17™ Sept.

HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus
Locally common resident in West Bexington village, but numbers much reduced
compared to a decade or two before

Bred around West Bexington village in 2023.

No significant counts, the largest group was 37.
Oddly, a group of up to 25 lingered around Cogden beach in autumn.

DUNNOCK Prunella modularis
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2023.

YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flavissima
Passage migrant mainly in autumn

First Seen 22" May
Last Seen 27 Sept

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden

Jan |Feb [ Mar | Apr | May |Jun |[Jul |Aug |Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 54 | 41 1
3 164 | 105 3

The above table reflects birds seen on migration either passing through or feeding in fields
within the recording area.

No overnight roosts were formed in the reed beds and with cattle grazing away from
coastal fields, recorded passage was again modest this year although up on 2022.

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea
Passage migrant mainly in autumn

West Bexington 1 lingered around the Mill Pond from 2" Feb to 3 Mar.

No spring movement noted and an unremarkable autumn passage.
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PIED WAGTAIL Motacilla alba yarellii
Regular throughout the year, also common autumn migrant

At least 2 pairs successfully bred at West Bexington in 2023.
No significant counts, 17 on 9" Dec was the highest day count.
White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba
West Bexington 1 on 19" Mar and 3 on 17" Apr.

O0AlIOb aWAGTAI L

No significant passage noted.

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis

Primarily a winter visitor and passage migrant, breeding occasionally

West Bexington Two pairs bred successfully, with one pair having a second
brood.

No significant winter counts, circa 200 on 29" Sept was the largest day count.

ROCK PIPIT Anthus petrosus
Scarce visitor to the recording area but a common resident to the west of Cogden at
Burton Bradstock

West Bexington A likely littoralis was present on 171" Apr. 1 on 10" Aug.

Cogden 2 on 27t Sept.

TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis

Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn

Cogden gi(?gles on 17" Aug, 27" Aug and 15t Sept, with 25 through on
d Sept

The above records are unlikely to reflect the true position and it is thought that flyover
calling birds are often being missed.

COMMON CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden and passage migrant.

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2023.

No significant counts, 26 at Cogden on 23" Sept was the highest day count.

COMMON BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2023.

There were no significant counts.
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GREENFINCH Chloris chloris
Declining resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2023.
Still only recorded in low numbers, but now regularly seen at Cogden in winter.

LINNET Carduelis cannabina
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden.

Max counts: West Bexington - Circa 100 on 5™ Sept.

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Seen throughout the year and breeding confirmed at West Bexington.

Significant counts: Cogden - Circa 200 on 29" Sept.
SISKIN Spinus spinus
Uncommon Migrant

Cogden 4 on 3" Sept.

CORN BUNTING Emberiza calandra

Uncommon visitor

West Bexington A male singing in fields behind the Mere from 18™ Jun to
10t Jul failed to attract a mate. Another, singing in fields
bordering the coastal path to the east had more success and
having paired raised at least one brood.

Cogden 1 on 13" Aug.

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2023, but in low numbers.

Wintering birds: West Bexington - A flock from the beginning of the year until
16™ Mar peaked at 40 birds.

- Up to 20 birds from 23 Nov to the end of the
year.

Cogden - 12 birds on 24" Oct.



CIRL BUNTING Emberiza cirlus
Rare but increasing visitor and now breeding bird.

West Bexington A flock of at least 10 Cirl Buntings was found on the 215t Dec.
9 were still present on 29" Dec.

Cogden A pair bred raising 2 young. See Page 65.

Juvenile Cirl Bunting (Cogden 1t August 2023)

REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus
Locally common resident at West Bexington and Cogden
West Bexington 3 territories and breeding confirmed.
Cogden 4 territories and breeding confirmed.

The territories might be undercounted due to flooding at the start of the breeding season.

There were regular single figure counts of birds during the winter months.
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ESCAPES

Racing Pigeon
Bar-headed Goose
Swan Goose
Shelduck/Eider Hybrid

Shelduck/Eider Hybrid (West Bexington 15t November 2023)

This mobile bird has been around for a few winters now and has been seen at a number of
sites.



Colour Ringed Birds
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44X Great Black-backed Gull (Black)
Ringed as a Pullus at Tlot du Ratier, Domaine Public Maritime, Normandie on 07/07/20
It was subsequently seen at:

- West Bexington on 29/05/22

- West Bexington on 10/05/23

P:04D Great Black-backed Gull (White)
Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour on 26/06/19
It was subsequently seen at:
- West Bexington on 15/07/20
- Wembury Beach, Dorset on 09/09/20
- Axe Estuary, Devon on 08/10/21
- West Bexington on 03/07/22
- West Bexington on 09/04/23

P:58F Great Black-backed Gull (White)
Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour on 15/06/22
It was subsequently seen at:

- West Bexington on 12/06/23

P:26D Great Black-backed Gull (White)
Ringed as a Pullus at Portland Harbour on 29/06/21
It was subsequently seen at:

- West Bexington on 16/07/22

- West Bexington on 10/05/23

34EA Mediterranean Gull (White)
Ringed as a 3CY Antwerp, Belgium on 12/05/20
It was subsequently seen at:
- Lodmoor, Dorset on 21/07/20
- Ferrybridge, Dorset from 18/01/21 to 03/03/21
- Langstone Harbour, Hants from 17/03/21 to 24/03/21
- Beaugency, Centre-Val de Loire; France from 27/04/21 to 18/07/21
- Ferrybridge, Dorset from 05/01/22 to 07/03/22
- Blois, Centre-Val de Loire, France from 26/03/22 to 29/03/22
- Beaugency; Loiret; Centre-Val de Loire; France from 17/06/22 to 24/06/22
- Ferrybridge, Dorset from 13/07/22 to 10/02/23
- West Bexington on 02/10/23
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Baltic Gull, the first confirmed record for Dorset
Mike Morse

Background

Dor set 0s sperdialotpfiimelsearshing through gull flocks in the hope of picking
out something rare or interesting. Included in the list of hoped-for possibilities is the Baltic
Gull, or more precisely a confirmable Baltic Gull.

If you have an interest in gulls, you will likely know that the Lesser Black-blacked Gull is
currently recognised to have up t o Lff.ifusces, subsp
L. f intermedius and L. f. graellsii occur in Britain.

The taxonomic positions of the remaining two are not entirely clear (they could be good

species in their own right) but at time of writing, L. f. heuglini( 6 Si b e r breedingi@u | | 6
Arctic north-west Russia) and L. f. barabensis( 6 St eppe Gul |l 6, breeding
Kazakhstan and south-west Siberia) have yet to be confirmed here.

Of the three forms that do occur, L. f graellsii is the most common. It is the westernmost

form and breeds in Britain as well as in Greenland, Iceland, the Faeroe Islands, Ireland

and along the coasts of mainland Europe from the Netherlands south to Iberia. It is a short

distance migrant wintering along the East Atlantic coast between Britain and Morocco.

The breeding grounds of L. f intermedius comprise southern and western Norway, western
Sweden, Denmark and Germany. It stages its migration south and south-west to wintering
grounds in western Europe and west Africa and as a consequence it is regularly seen in
Britain when on passage in spring and autumn. A small percentage also overwinter here.

The nominate form L. ffuscus ( 6 B a | t inasts @uhk fririggs of the Baltic Sea,
northern Scandinavia and northwest Russia where it is a coastal rather than urban
breeder. It is also different from graellsii and intermedius in that it is a very long-distance
migrant, travelling south-eastward from its breeding colonies through eastern Europe to
the Great Lakes of the Rift Valley, along the eastern Africa seaboard and westward into
the Congo basin, some 6-7000km south. Consequently, their general direction of travel
takes them away from Britain and records here are far fewer than for intermedius and
graellsii although certainly not as few as records suggest. It is a BBRC (British Bird
Rarities Committee) rarity and at time of writing only 16 submissions have been

accepted.

Separation of the three sub-species in all plumages can be problematic, with overlap in
characteristics and much individual variation within each form.

In terms of adult or near adult birds, graellsii are the palest mantled and with their slate-
grey plumage strongly contrasting with their black primaries it is not an uncommon sight
here. Fuscus are the darkest form with a sooty black or near-black plumage with little or no
contrast with their black primaries. Intermedius are the most variable with most birds sitting
comfortably between graellsii and fuscus, but occasionally some can be very dark grey,
almost black, which can cause identification problems with separating them from fuscus.
In fact, with one exception, the BBRC do not accept any bird identified as a Baltic Gull on
plumage characteristics and/or structure alone.

That said, most adult Baltic Gulls are very distinctive, just not uniquely so.

Baltic Gull is the smallest of the forms and as befits a long-distance migrant is the longest
winged; a sitting bird should appear very attenuated. Adults attain full breeding plumage
earlier than the other two forms and as a consequence will start to show worn primary tips



when on spring passage, sometimes worn to the point of absence. Adults generally only

have a small omirroré on P10 and, of cour se,
So, distinctive, but with some characteristics that can be shared with intermedius. This has

led the BBRC to take a cautious approach when accepting records of adult fuscus in

Britain, only ringed birds of known provenance have made the grade.

Of other age groups, currently only second calendar year birds in April to June (and
perhaps into the summer) can be safely identified based on moult and plumage
characteristics. The paper found at http://www.qgull-research.org/2cyfuscus/ is essential
reading for anyone keen on finding their own second calendar year Baltic Gull.

Of the 16 accepted records for Britain, 10 have been ringed and 6 have been second
calendar year birds. Up until the 7t April 2023, there had been no confirmed record for
Dorset.

The Dorset Record

On the 8™ April 2023 Alan Barrett and | were walking the beach at West Bexington, Dorset

looking for migrants. Scanning for gulls we picked up a very dark adult Lesser Black-

backed Gull and scrutinising the bird more closely | noticed it was colour-ringed.

We initially assumed the bird to be of the form intermedius (albeit at the @ark end of the

scale a colour ring 6readd of which would be a
looked good for intermedius and with obvious white tips to the exposed primaries no alarm

bells were ringing. | managed a take a couple of images of the bird on the shingle that

were sufficient to read the ring code as CA6W and a few more of the bird in flight before to

flew off along the beach. Quickly referencing cr-birding (a reference site for colour-ringed

birds) for the likely ringing project, there was only one for a Lesser Black-backed Gull with

a white ring that had a code beginning with 0
was not lost on me. Finnish Lesser Black-backed Gulls are generally considered to be of

the sub-species fuscus, also known as Baltic Gull.

So, was our bird fuscus? It did not look like my mental image of what a classic adult Baltic
Gull should look like, but | knew there was overlap in some fuscus and intermedius
features. That said, at that time | was completely unaware of the current status of

intermediusi n Fi nl and, |l needed to do some reading.
that included two images of the bird -lkackdd t he
Gull at West Bex this morning. It doesn't look like a classic fuscus but I'm not sure what the
status of i nt er ndali few respases, all offwhich lwere pibsitive and

although one or two suggested caution, most agreed it was likely that the bird was fuscus.

A couple of hours referencing Olsen and Larsson, British Birds, Gull Research and various
papers reset my understanding of adult fuscus identification, particularly of males, and my
confidence in the bird as a candidate fuscus increased. | submitted a record to the Finnish
ringing project the same day and had a reply a week later, the bird was indeed sub-
species fuscus. The bird had been ringed as a pullus on the Finnish coast at
Uusikaupunki, Varsinais-Suomi, Turku-Pori (SF86) on 28/06/16.

Description
There were no other birds adjacent to judge its size against.

The bird appeared to be in full adult breeding plumage. It had a clean white head, there
was no black in the bill, but it did have a red gonys spot restricted to the lower mandible.
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The bird had very dark upperparts, the blackness was striking and was what brought the
gull to our attention in the first place. In retrospect | would describe the colour as a dull
sooty black rather than very dark grey-black. There was little or no contrast with its black
primaries.

There was no sign of active moult.

Whilst the bird had longish wings, | had assumed that a classic fuscus would have very
long wings and an attenuated look. | had seen a few Baltic Gulls in Finland and Ethiopia
and all conformed to this impression. At the time | was unaware that structurally, some
males can look similar to intermedius and so | assume this bird was a male.

At rest the bird showed four fully exposed white primary tips. Again, | had assumed in a

classic fuscus in April these would have been reduced by wear to the point of being small
orevenOmi ssing6. In our bird the tips, whil st
however that this is within individual variation. Perhaps this bird was late in replacing its

outer primaries?

The bird had a large mirror on P10. This seems a variable feature with the literature
suggesting that fuscus can even show a mirror on P9.

Clearly, with no single or combination of features diagnostic in separating adult fuscus
from intermedius the ringing data was crucial to its identification. With this very dark bird
rung as a fuscus, in the nest, at a coastal location at the heart of the fuscus breeding
range, and with no plumage feature that would exclude fuscus, the case for its subspecies
identification has been made and the bird will be accepted as the first record of Baltic Gull
for Dorset. Although of course, there will have been others.
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J60°50N 21°7E

Goodle Earth

The pin marks the location of the nest site.




From:

P. 0. Box 17

To:

LUOMUS

number and

Recovery letter: Mike Morse 14.04.2023

Ringing Centre

FI-00014 UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI, FINLAND
ring@luomus.fi | Tel. 358-2941-28786 Ref.number

7047641

Mike Morse 14.04.2023

Ring recovery report

Thank you very much for your information on a Finnish bird ring. Ringing and finding details are given
below. If you find any errors in this report, please let us know about them referring both to the ring

to the reference number in the upper right corner of this letter.

Ringing details

Ring

CT 176327 + CA6W White

Date of ringing

28.06.2016 ITlme of day (hours)l

Place
Coordinates

UUSIKAUPUNKI, VARSINAIS-SUOMI, TURKU-PORI (SF86), FINLAND
60°50'N 21°7'E (WGS84)

Species

Baltic Gull (Larus fuscus fuscus)

Sex

| age [ Young, out of the nest

Weight (g)

l Wing length (mm) I | Fat I

Status

Capture method

Ringer

PEKKA ALHO (942), Puimalankatu 6, 21200 Raisio

Recovery details

Ring CAGW White [ Ring verification | Colour markings verified from a photo
Date found 08.04.2023 I Time of day (hours) |
Place GB West Bexington, Dorset West Bexington,, DORSET (GB12), UNITED KINGDOM
Coordinates  [50°41'N 2°41'W (WGS84)
Species Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus)
Sex | age [ Full-grown, hatched before 2022
Weight (g) leng length (mm)l lFat l

Status

Alive & released

Recovery method

Bird identified from coloured or numbered legrings (Announced finding detail certain)

Comments

BSeen on the beach and photographed

Finder

Mike Morse

The place of

Time from ringing to recovery is 2475 days (6 years 9 months 10 days)

recovery is 1851 km from the place of ringing in direction WSW

ACCEPTED BBRC RECORDS OF BALTIC GULL

1). 1981 Suffolk Orfordness, adult, found dead, 24th October, ringed as a pullus in Finland

in 1978.

2.0). 2005 Gloucestershire Gloucester Landfill, 1CY, 18th October to 1st November,

ringed, photo.

3). 2006 Gloucestershire Gloucester Landfill, 2CY, 27th July, photo.

4). 2007 Gloucestershire Hempsted, adult, 18th to 20th April, photo, had been ringed at

Pietersaari, Vaasa, Finland, on 5th July, 2004.




5). 2009 Gloucestershire Bishop's Cleeve Landfill, 4CY, 2nd to 3rd December, ringed,
photo.

6). 2010 Suffolk Blythburgh, 2CY, 14th to 17th July, photo.

2.1). 2012 Berkshire Lower Farm Gravel-pit, Newbury, 7CY, 9th to 10th January, ringed,
photo; same as 2005 Gloucestershire.

7). 2015 Leicestershire & Rutland Cotesbach Landfill Site, 2CY, 11th July, photo.

8). 2016 Leicestershire & Rutland Shawell A5 Lagoons, 15CY+, female, 26th March to 2nd
April, ringed, photo.

9). 2016 Leicestershire & Rutland Shawell A5 Lagoons, 12CY, 6th April, ringed.
10). 2016 Lincolnshire Norton Disney Quarry, 7CY, 22nd July, ringed, photo.
11). 2017 Norfolk Cley Marshes, 2CY, 22nd August, photo.

12). 2018 Yorkshire Attercliffe, Sheffield, 2CY, 9th July to 2nd August, photo.

13). 2019 Borders Gunknowe Loch, Tweedbank, 2CY, 6th February, ringed, photo, had
been ringed as a chick in Orivesi, Finland, in July 2018.

14.0). 2021 Northamptonshire Daventry, 3CY, 16th and 18th May.

14.1) 2021 Leicestershire & Rutland Shawell Sand Quarry, 3CY, 18th May, ringed, photo;
same as Northamptonshire.

15). 2021 Greater London Thamesmead 2CY, British Birds 116: 570.

16). 2022 Leicestershire & Rutland Cotesbach Landfill, Shawell 4CY, 26" May, ringed.
REFERENCES

- GULLS of Europe, Asia and North Amerca i Olsen and Larrson.

- https://www.bbrc.org.uk/subspecies-information/skuas-to-terns

- https://www.qull-research.orqg/

- https://tmbirding.blogspot.com/2021/08/the-baltic-qulls-at-appleford.html -

Thomas Miller
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Cirl Buntings breeding at Cogden 2023

The Cirl Bunting was once widespread and locally numerous in farmland habitats across

southern England. In Dorset it was described as resident and not uncommon. However,

the popul ation declined significantly in the
remaining birds were confined to south Devon.

The birds in Devon were stable, but it seemed would need help to move back into areas
which they had previously occupied. The problem was that Cirl Buntings are sedentary by
nature and there was a lack of suitable habitat to coax them out of their Devon stronghold.
It seemed likely Cirl Buntings would struggle to move to new areas or would do so very
slowly. So, the RSPB worked with Natural England to assess the feasibility of establishing
another self-sustaining population of Cirl Buntings by relocating them. The Cirl Bunting
reintroduction programme was established and is considered a great success.

As it happened, whilst the RSPB were helping to expand the population westwards, the
buntings were expanding eastwards under their
became established in east Devon.

The reintroduction programme had assessed a number of potential release sites, including
areas in Dorset, but eventually the Roseland Peninsula in Cornwall was chosen as the
most suitable. One of the Dorset sites looked at was West Bexington. This is hardly
surprising as West Bexington was the site of the last confirmed breeding in Dorset in 1971,
although there were breeding season records elsewhere up until 1974.

Aspart of the programme the RSPB | ooked at t he
what actions could mitigate them. The causes included:

Lack of winter food - The shift from spring-sown to autumn-sown cereals from the 1960s
onwards, together with an increased use of herbicides, resulted in far fewer weedy arable
fields being left as stubble during the winter.

Lack of summer food - In summer, grasshoppers are an important food source for chicks,
especially later in the season, and breeding success is closely linked to their availability.

Grassland intensification, including reseeding of pastures, the use of inorganic fertilisers
and the switch from hay to silage, has dramatically reduced grasshopper abundance.

Nesting sites - For a number of decades hedgerows were often removed or mismanaged,
which led to a reduction in scrubby, bushy hedges essential for nesting sites and winter
cover.

These factors were exacerbated by the essentially sedentary nature of the Cirl Bunting.
The species could thrive only if all the habitats required to meet its needs throughout the
year were available within a small area, essentially at the farm scale.

Fortunately, though communication and inducements, habitat management on farms
became more sympathetic to nature. The rise in organic farming, High Level Stewardship
schemes, re-wilding have done much slow and in some case reverse the issues facing
Cirl Buntings and other farmland birds.



Since the 1970s, over 400 acres of farmland at West Bexington and Cogden was acquired

by the National Trust and was eventually tenanted by the Pearse and Simon family and

incorporated into Tamarisk Farm. Their low input, completely organic farming practices

have gone a long way to address the challenges faced by colonising Cirl Buntings. The

planting of spring Barley, the leaving of substantial field margins, the recovery of grazing

meadows and the sympathetic management of hedgerows has seemingly produced an

i deal environment for the Cirl Buntingbs retu

Additionally, the adjacent farm to Tamarisk went into high-level Stewardship during this
period with several areas of set-aside created, favoured by wintering buntings and finches.

All that was needed was for the birds to continue their eastwards expansion and return to
West Bexington and Cogden.

The first signs of hope were in December 2014 when a male Cirl Bunting was seen at

Cogden. A second bird with it may have been a female. Five days later on the 19t

December we found a male at West Bexington, i/
next morning. On 24" December two female Cirl Buntings were seen again at Cogden,

they flew east. This intriguing set of sightings left us wondering what 2015 might bring. We
didndét have |l ong t o wa i"fanuarg wedoundiallithgee Cith e mor ni n
Buntings together at West Bexington. The three birds were seen regularly until 3@ March

after which a female disappeared. However, the remaining pair, with the male singing on

occasion, remained until 291 April.

In the UK, Cirl Buntings generally start to breed at the beginning of May (exceptionally late
April) with territories established through April. Clearly these birds were on the cusp of
breeding. Cirl Buntings are mostly sedentary (they only move up to 2 km between their
breeding and wintering areas), and it was thought they might still be in the general area.
However, the birds did not return the following winter.

There were no further sighting until 15t January 2021 when a female was found in an area

ofsettasi de on one of several fields owned by Ma!
West Bexington and Cogden parts of Tamarisk Farm. By 11" January we realised there

were two females present. They were seen daily until 16™ April but, as before, there were

no sighting through the summer.

Encouragingly, a female was then found in the same area on 25" November 2021. Three
days later a male and female were seen there together and a second female not long
after. The female was present daily until 21t March. The male was present from 17%" to
29" January and a second female on several dates between 19" and 30t January.

There was no sign of any Cirl Buntings during the summer of 2022 or the following winter.

Then, out of the blue, a pair were found at Cogden 26" May 2023 by a visiting birder. They

were searched for later that day and during the following week but there was no sign and

we assumed they had passed through. Meanwhile, a pair had been discovered on The Isle

of Portland and eventually bred there, the first breeding in Dorset for over 50 years. Whilst

this was great news for the species and the county, we were slightly disappointed that the

event hadnoét taken pl aoeCogdén. ei t her West Bexin
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Then, on 30" July | found a male not far from the location of the May sighting. There were
two other birds with it which immediately disappeared, but | thought they were also
buntings.

The following day the male was in the same area and in better weather the other two birds
were identified at juvenile Cirl Buntings; confirming that we too had a successful breeding
record in 2023.

The male and both juveniles were around until 4" August and the male was heard singing

on occasion. The juveniles appeared dependent on the adult male and were following it
around but often roosted separate from it, in an area of hedge that we assumed was near

to the nest site. Only one juvenile was present by 8" August and none after that until a
juvenile was seen on 3rd Sept and then the male and a juvenile on 23 Sept. Shortly after,

a male, adult female and juvenile were seen together. Where the female had been up until
this time is anyoneds guess, but there was
second brood which failed, and she had been on a nest.

The three birds were last seen on 22" October, with just the female present by 26
October.

Following this breeding record, we discovered a flock of buntings on 21st December. They
were difficult to count but were present again the following day and giving better views we
were able to confirm 10 Cirl Buntings. Two other birds with them were left unidentified.

There were no further sightings until 29th December when we found a flock of nine Cirl
Buntings in the same field.

The birds were not seen again by the end of the year, but we found 5 together on 5th
January. Hopefully sightings will continue and the birds will breed again in 2024.

Female and Male Cirl Bunting (Cogden 29" September 2023)
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SOUTH DORSET RIDGEWAY WINTER BIRD SURVEY

In January 2023, Alan and | undertook a winter bird survey of Tamarisk Farm. The survey
was part of a wider exercise to understand the extent and variety of birds that winter in the
South Dorset Ridgeway Farmer Cluster (of which Tamarisk is a part) and the habitats they
use. The results of the survey will develop an understanding of how valuable winter
habitats are, which will then inform a blueprint for a nature recovery strategy for the area.

The priority was to record DEFRA/JNCC/BTO/RSPB Farmland Bird Indicator
(FBI), species of conservation concern (Red & Amber List species) as well as selected
other species typically found on farmland; 70 bird species in total.

Methods

The farm is divided into formal field parcels and the process was to conduct an extensive
Owadvker 6 survey, entering all fields and wal ki
species counts plotted. Each O6registrationd o

boundary or patch (part of a field where habitat is different, e.g. game strip etc).

Habitat was recorded for each sampling unit (field, boundary or margin) using categories
based on the BTO Winter Farmland Bird Survey categories applicable to Dorset e.g. Bare
tilled, Crop (including type), Game strip, Fence/wall , Grassland - improved, Grassland -
semi-improved, Grassland - unimproved, Heathland, Hedgerow, Orchard, Scrub, Stubble
(including type), Winter Bird Food, Winter wheat, Woodland. Management was also
recorded including current (or recent) presence and type of stock.

Surveying Tamarisk
The survey was carried out in good weather and coverage was thorough. We had full
access to all 78 field parcels.

Of Tamariskoés | and, around 20% i s given over
scrub, reedbed and marsh with the remaining 65% unimproved/semi-improved grassland.

The arable is managed with a herbal lay system with arable field margins of 6 metres.
Management is generally to either improve soil or maintain botanical interest.

Management of the grassland also is largely driven by farming and botanical interest and
includes grazing with additional topping and scrub clearance as required.

Livestock includes a herd of Ruby Red Cattle and a mixed flock of Herdwick, Dorset
Down, Jacob, Shetland and Hebridean sheep.

Most of the fields are on a steep gradient, rising from near sea-level to 184 metres at the
hi ghest point. Soi |l is |l argely Fullerbds Earth
waterlogged during winter.

Being a coastal site, there is a fair amount of disturbance along coastal path and the

permissive paths through the farm at Cogden which walkers (including dog walkers) are
encouraged to use by the National Trust.
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Tamarisk Survey Results

The results and conclusions from the 12 farms surveyed will be reported in full elsewhere.
This summary is confined to the survey at Tamarisk Farm but with reference to the full
survey for context.

Over the survey period, at Tamarisk Farm we recorded 737 birds of 34 Target Bird
Species + 2 non-target species of interest. See Table 1 and Table 2.

Meadow Pipit 105 Stonechat 19 Sparrowhawk 4
Common Gull 100 Plus [Goldfinch 15 Raven 3
Woodpigeon 92 Jackdaw 15 Kestrel 2
Golden Plover 84 Song Thrush 12 Reed Bunting 2
79 9 Stock Dove 2
53 Redwing 8 Barn Owl 1
41 Chiffchaff 5 Dartford Warbler 1
Black-headed Gull 38:_ 5 Firecrest 1
37 Bullfinch 4 Jack Snipe 1
36 Buzzard 4 Marsh Harrier 1
Carrion Crow 29 Mediterranean Gul 4 1
Chaffinch 19 4 1

Amber listed Species Non target species
Table 1. Farmland Bird Indicator species recorded at Tamarisk Farm by status.

There were number of surprising omissions, but when surveying we could only record
what we saw or heard at the time, we could not record birds that we know to be resident
but were missed for some unexplained reason.

Pheasant was excluded as it wasnot recorded i
threshold for inclusion.

For a coastal site very few gulls in general were recorded. In fact, only one parcel had a
count of any significance. This was somewhat frustrating as at times hundreds, if not
thousands of gulls could be seen just outside of the survey area on the beach, sea and
adjacent farm. Some notes of explanation:
1 Gulls obviously passing over the survey area going inland to feed or out to
sea/beach to loaf/roost were ignored as they were not using the fields.
f Local gulls that use the coastal fields to
fields. Presumably because they favour the close-cropped turf of the sheep fields,
but also because they opportunistically feed on the supplementary feed pellets put
out in winter.

Small numbers of Snipe were recorded in grassland fields away from the marsh and
reedbeds. This is not unusual. Wintering Snipe get pushed out of their preferred areas
when they flood or freeze.

We largely ignored birds not on the species list but did include a few species of interest.
These included wintering Chiffchaffs & a Dartford Warbler.



Bewick's Swan

Black Redstart
Brambling

Cattle Egret

Corn Bunting

Goshawk

Great Black-backed Gull
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Great White Egret
Green Woodpecker
Greenfinch

Grey Heron

Grey Partridge

Grey Wagtail

Greylag Goose

Hawfinch

Hen Harrier

House Sparrow

Lesser Black-backed Gull
Lesser Redpoll

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Linnet

Little Egret

Little Owl

Marsh Tit

Merlin

Mute Swan

Peregrine

Pheasant

Pied Wagtail

Red Kite

Red-legged Partridge
Rook

Short-eared Owl
Tawny Owl

Tree Sparrow
White-fronted Goose
Whooper Swan
Woodlark
Yellow-legged Gull

Table 2. Farmland Bird Indicator species NOT recorded at Tamarisk Farm during the

survey.

Across all 12 farms surveyed:
Across all 12 farms, 13,382 birds of 57 species were recorded. This was across nineteen
habitat types making up 1,931 hectares with an average density of 7 birds per hectare.

Game cover strips and winter bird food provided by far the highest density of birds at 65
birds per hectare. The next highest was woodland at just 9 birds per hectare. See Table 3.
In fact 25% of all birds were recorded on game cover strips or winter bird food, 30% of
birds were recorded were on permanent grassland.

Permanent grassland also recorded the largest variety of bird species See Table 4.

Habitat Type

Area Ha (all farms|

Total of birds recorde
(all farms)

No. of specie:
(all farms)

No. of birds per H
(all farms)

iArea Ha (appro:
Tamarisk

No. of species|
Tamarisk

Total of birds recordeq
Tamarisk

No. of birds per H
Tamarisk

Game strip/winter bird food
Woodland

Temporary grassland
Mixed arable

Permanent grassland
Winter fodder Brassica
Cereal stubble
Pond/adjacent habitat
Winter cereal

55
113
476

8

3561

1028

3226
29

26

27

32
2

65
9

[

980

4093

40

162

30

485

41

142

6

57

109

9

17

2

18

25

38

7

176

285

14

NININ|W|B[_ N

50

13

185

Table 3. All farms data sorted by the number of birds per hectare of habitat type (Top 9 only).

Habitat Type Area Ha (all farms)Total of birds recordef No. of specieq No. of birds per HiArea Ha (approX No. of species| Total of birds recordeqNo. of birds per H
(all farms) (all farms) (all farms) Tamarisk Tamarisk Tamarisk Tamarisk
Permanent grassland 980 4093 40 4 162 30 485 4
Temporary grassland 476 3226 32 7
Woodland 113 1028 27 9
Game strip/winter bird food 55 3561 26 65
Winter cereal | 176 285 14 2 \ 50 13 185 4
Cereal stubble | 57 109 9 2 \ 17 2 18 1
Pond/adjacent habitat 25 38 7 2
Winter fodder Brassica 41 142 6 8
Mixed arable 8 29 2 4

Table 4. All farms data sorted by the number of bird species per hectare of habitat type (Top 9 only)
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Tamarisk

Tamarisk Farm held the third highest species count at 34 (the highest was 40), the sixth
highest bird count at 737 (the highest was 3080, the lowest 46) but the third lowest
density at 3 birds per hectare (the highest was 11, the lowest 1). See Tables 5 & 6.

Species Birds per Species Birds per

recorded Ha recorded Ha
Farm A 41 8 Farm K 23 18
Farm | 37 5 Farm C 9 11
Tamarisk 34 3 Farm F 23 9
Farm G 27 6 Farm A 41 8
Farm F 23 9 Farm E 19 8
Farm K 23 18 Farm G 27 6
Farm J 20 5 Farm H 15 6
Farm E 19 8 Farm | 37 5
Farm D 17 1 Farm J 20 5
Farm B 15 1 Tamarisk 34 3
Farm H 15 6 Farm B 15 1
Farm C 9 11 Farm D 17 1

Table 5. All farms data sorted by the number  Table 6. All farms data sorted by the number
of bird species recorded per hectare of birds recorded per hectare

Summary

In considering the number of species first, avian biodiversity on Tamarisk is impressive.
Especially so when you consider that, in this survey, the bulk of the farm is made up of
just three habitat categories, albeit 65% of the land is made up of grassland, the most
diverse of the habitats recorded. In addition, specialist habitats like wetland and coastal
scrub combined with the very nature of organic farming make the overall farm attractive to
a diverse range of bird species and this is clearly reflected in the results.

Of the bird species recorded on the most diverse farms (Farm A & Farm I) but not at
Tamarisk, it was reassuring that all would be considered resident at Tamarisk and were
simply missed on the day or not recorded in sufficient numbers to be included.

Turning to density measured by birds per hectare. This, at first glance looks disappointing,
however the data is worth exploring. A closer look shows that just three species, Herring
Gulls (1,328), Starling (2,460) and Linnet (1,911) together provided over 40% of the birds
recorded. All were absent or were recorded in low numbers at Tamarisk during the survey.
Of these species, Herring Gull and Starling are the most mobile and when foraging would
range over a wide area. They would almost certainly roost communally, probably outside
of the area surveyed and travel in to forage again. Over an extended period, these same
birds might well occur and be counted on more than one farm within the cluster. This
behaviour trait along with their flock sizes could easily skew farm counts. For Starlings at
least, had visits to Tamarisk been made in the late afternoon when roosts form in the reed
beds, the counts could have been very different.

Looking at Linnets, 75% of this species (1,420) were recorded in either in Game strips or
Winter Bird Food, habitat that simply does not exist at Tamarisk.
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Looking forward

As already stated, the purpose of the survey was to develop an understanding of how
valuable winter habitats are across the farm cluster, which will then inform a blueprint for a
nature recovery strategy for the area, this blueprint will arrive in due course. However, it
seems an obvious conclusion that both variety and numbers of birds can be improved by
providing more game cover strips and winter bird food. It is encouraging to see what a
positive effect these habitats have, but disappointing in that it might be considered
interventionist, short-term and artificial. However, farming by its very nature creates
artificial habitats. As these have slowly evolved birds have been able to adapt to take full
advantage. Unfortunately, rapid change and mechanisation have had a detrimental effect
that is so severe that birds will need artificial support to get back to a population that might
be able to adapt to new farming practises; especially as more farms recognise the issue
and take steps to mitigate the worst of the impact.

The challenge for farms | i ke Tamarisk is in t
vulnerable bird species survive and recover and the associated cost in doing so. There is

currently no specific bird food planting on the farm, it has been done in the past, but the

area planted was swamped by pheasants from neighbouring estates two of which have

had extensive shoots. However, with the news that at least one of these estates has
recently O6come outédé of shooting, it might ©be
suitable funding can be found. Plants such as Millet, Linseed, Mustard, Fat Hen and Dwarf
Sunflowers would all support farmland birds.

Long-term, the other obvious conclusion was the benefit of creating more woodland. Not

an option for Tamari sk per se, but clearly tr
habitats and increase climate resilience and recently around 1,000 mixed tree saplings

were planted at Tamarisk. This will obviously have a positive effect.
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DATES FOR COMMON MIGRANTS i WEST BEXINGTON AND COGDEN

Average First Seen Dates Average Last Seen Dates Earliest Latest First Seen | First Seen | First Seen
SPECIES By Decade By Decade First Seen | Last Seen | Last Seen [ Last Seen [ Last Seen
1981-1990 | 1991-2000 | 2001-2010 | 2011-2020 | 1981-1990 | 1991-2000 | 2001-2010 | 2011-2020 | 1981-2023 | 1981-2023 2021 2022 2023
Swift Spring 07-May 04-May 28-Apr 27-Apr 20-Apr 24-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr
Autumn 02-Aug 30-Aug 18-Aug 22-Aug 16-Sep 09-Sep 31-Aug 21-Jul
Cuckoo Spring 19-May 05-May 28-Apr 29-Apr 14-Apr 28-Apr 23-Apr 09-Jun
Autumn z z z z z 28-Aug 11-Jul 09-Jun
. Spring 23-Apr 17-Apr 29-Mar 25-Mar 15-Mar 15-Mar 10-Mar 28-Mar
Sandwich Tern
Autumn 17-Sep 22-Sep 02-Oct 01-Oct 27-Nov 13-Oct 28-Sep 08-Oct
Sand Martin Spring 18-Apr 27-Mar 22-Mar 17-Mar 26-Feb 26-Feb 29-Mar 17-Mar
Autumn 09-Sep 23-Sep 26-Sep 07-Oct 30-Nov 31-Aug 29-Sep 13-Sep
Swallow Spring 15-Apr 08-Apr 28-Mar 28-Mar 19-Mar 24-Mar 23-Mar 23-Mar
Autumn 15-Oct 04-Nov 06-Nov 10-Nov 01-Dec 04-Nov 29-Oct 16-Oct
House Martin Spring 02-May 22-Apr 20-Apr 09-Apr 02-Mar 01-Apr 31-Mar 07-Apr
Autumn 06-Oct 23-Sep 17-Oct 22-Oct 26-Nov 16-Sep 08-Oct 10-Oct
Willow Warbler Spring 22-Apr 10-Apr 31-Mar 02-Apr 10-Mar 30-Mar 29-Mar 05-Apr
Autumn 09-Sep 10-Sep 16-Sep 13-Sep 03-Oct 21-Sep 21-Sep 03-Oct
Chiffchaff *+ Spring 02-Apr 22-Mar 13-Mar 12-Mar 01-Mar 04-Mar 10-Mar 17-Mar
Autumn 13-Sep 09-Oct 24-Oct 31-Oct 23-Nov 19-Oct 31-Oct 28-Oct
Sedge Warbler Spring 03-May 30-Apr 18-Apr 16-Apr 03-Apr 25-Apr 12-Apr 17-Apr
Autumn 11-Sep 14-Sep 22-Sep 25-Sep 04-Nov 26-Sep 29-Sep 22-Sep
Reed Warbler Spring 05-May 23-Apr 17-Apr 15-Apr 08-Apr 13-Apr 13-Apr 12-Apr
Autumn 26-Aug 13-Sep 19-Sep 20-Sep 12-Oct 12-Oct 21-Sep 14-Sep
Spring 30-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 18-Apr 04-Apr 04-Apr 22-Apr 17-Apr
Grasshopper Warbler Autumn 5 5 5 04-Sep 13-Oct 21-Sep 11-Sep 5
Blackcap ** Spring 25-Apr 15-Apr 01-Apr 17-Mar 17-Mar 25-Mar 22-Mar 03-Apr
Autumn 22-Sep 11-Oct 21-Oct 22-Oct 31-Oct 22-Oct 23-Oct 26-Oct
. Spring 28-Apr 29-Apr 20-Apr 14-Apr 07-Apr 14-Apr 19-Apr 19-Apr
Lesser Whitethroat Autumn 05-Sep 12-Sep 22-Sep 01-Oct 29-Nov 26-Sep 19-Sep 20-Sep
Whitethroat Spring 28-Apr 23-Apr 15-Apr 12-Apr 04-Apr 04-Apr 13-Apr 17-Apr
Autumn 12-Sep 19-Sep 24-Sep 06-Oct 12-Nov 24-Sep 19-Sep 29-Sep
Spring 10-May 10-May 09-May 05-May 22-Apr 08-May 15-May 12-May
Spotted Flycatcher Autumn 13-Sep 18-Sep 21-Sep 23-Sep 12-Oct 25-Sep 27-Sep 22-Sep
Spring 22-Apr 20-Apr 13-Apr 10-Apr 01-Apr 14-Apr 14-Apr 06-Apr
Common Redstart Autumn 14-Sep 16-Sep 26-Sep 19-Sep 24-Oct 21-Sep 14-Sep 07-Sep
Whinchat Spring 02-May 28-Apr 27-Apr 23-Apr 13-Apr 13-Apr 20-Apr 20-Apr
Autumn 02-Oct 10-Oct 14-Oct 13-Oct 07-Nov 10-Oct 24-Sep 26-Oct
Northern Wheatear Spring 29-Mar 22-Mar 11-Mar 13-Mar 05-Mar 16-Mar 14-Mar 15-Mar
Autumn 28-Sep 12-Oct 14-Oct 29-Oct 14-Nov 29-Oct 27-Oct 25-Oct
Yellow Wagtail Spring 01-May 27-Apr 23-Apr 18-Apr 31-Mar 31-Mar 23-Apr 22-May
Autumn 13-Sep 17-Sep 15-Sep 02-Oct 28-Oct 28-Sep 23-Sep 27-Sep

*** Blackcap and Chiffchaff dates complicated by wintering birds
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SYSTEMATIC LIST (BOU Order) - 278 FULL SPECIES

Red-legged Partridge
Grey Partridge

Quail

Pheasant

Brent Goose
Canada Goose
Barnacle Goose
Greylag Goose
Pink-footed Goose
Tundra Bean Goose
White-fronted Goose
Mute Swan

Bewick's Swan
Whooper Swan
Egypian Goose
Shelduck

Ruddy Shelduck
Mandarin Duck
Garganey

Shoveler

Gadwall

Wigeon

American Wigeon
Mallard

Pintail

Teal

Red-crested Pochard
Pochard

Tufted Duck
Scaup

Eider

Surf Scoter
Velvet Scoter
Common Scoter

Long-tailed Duck

Goldeneye
Smew

Goosander

Ruddy Duck
Nightjar
Swift

Cuckoo

Stock Dove
Woodpigeon
Turtle Dove
Collared Dove
Water Rail
Corncrake
Moorhen

Coot

Common Crane

Red-breasted Merganser

Little Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Creat Crested Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Stone Curlew

Oystercatcher

Avocet
Lapwing

Golden Plover
Grey Plover

Ringed Plover
Little Ringed Plover
Kentish Plover
Whimbrel

Curlew

Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Turnstone

Knot

Ruff

Curlew Sandpiper
Temminck's Stint
Sanderling

Dunlin

Purple Sandpiper
Little Stint

ST -«

Jack Snipe
Snipe

S . rralerope

Common Sandpiper

Green Sandpiper

Redshank
Wood Sandpiper

RS < mecshank

Greenshank
Kittiwake
Sabine's Gull
Black-headed Gull
Little Gull

Mediterranean Gull

T - o

Ring-billed Gull

Great Black-backed Gull

Glaucous Gull
Iceland Gull

Herring Gull

Caspian Gull

Yellow-legged Gull

Lesser Black-backed Gull

L [OEES

Sandwich Tern
Little Tern
Roseate Tern

Common Tern

Arctic Tern

Black Tern

Great Skua

Pomarine Skua
Arctic Skua
Long-tailed Skua
Little Auk

Guillemot

Razorbill

Black Guillemot
Puffin

Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver
Great Northern Diver
Storm Petrel
Leach's Petrel
Fulmar

Cory's Shearwater
Sooty Shearwater
Manx Shearwater

Balearic Shearwater

Gannet
Shag
Cormorant
Glossy lbis
Spoonbill

Bittern

Cattle Egret

Grey Heron
Purple Heron
Great White Egret
Little Egret
Osprey

Honey Buzzard

L EEE

Marsh Harrier
Hen Harrier
Montagu's Harrier
Red Kite

Black Kite
Buzzard

Barn Owl
Tawny Owl
Little Owl
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl

Hoopoe

Bee-eater

Wryneck

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Green Woodpecker

Kestrel

Merlin

Hobby

Peregrine
Red-backed Shrike
Great Grey Shrike
Woodchat Shrike
Golden Oriole
Jay

Magpie

Jackdaw

Rook

Carrion Crow
Hooded Crow
Raven

Coal Tit

Marsh Tit

Willow Tit

Blue Tit

Great Tit

Bearded Tit
Woodlark

Skylark
Short-toed Lark
Sand Martin
Swallow

House Martin
Red-rumped Swallow
Cetti's Warbler
Long-tailed Tit
Wood Warbler
Yellow-browed Warbler
Dusky Warbler
Willow Warbler
Chiffchaff

Aquatic Warbler
Sedge Warbler

Reed Warbler
Grasshopper Warbler
Blackcap

Garden Warbler
Barred Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Common Whitethroat
Dartford Warbler

Treecreeper
Rose-coloured Starling
Starling

Ring Ouzel
Blackbird
Fieldfare
Redwing

Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Spotted Flycatcher
Robin

Bluethroat
Nightingale

Pied Flycatcher
Black Redstart
Redstart
Whinchat
Stonechat
Wheatear

Dipper

House Sparrow
Tree Sparrow
Dunnock

Yellow Wagtail
Grey Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Richard's Pipit
Tawny Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Tree Pipit

Water Pipit

Rock Pipit
Chaffinch
Brambling
Hawfinch
Bullfinch
Common Rosefinch
Greenfinch

Twite

Linnet

Common Redpoll
Lesser Redpoll
Common Crossbill
Goldfinch

Serin

Siskin

Lapland Bunting
Snow Bunting
Corn Bunting
Yellowhammer

Ortolan Bunting

R - -

Firecrest
Goldcrest
Wren
Nuthatch

Reed Bunting
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BUTTERFLIES

Butterflies noted with first seen dates

Peacock
Brimstone
Small White
Speckled Wood
Comma

Holly Blue
Small Tortoiseshell
Orange Tip
Green-veined White
Painted Lady
Small Copper
Small Heath
Dingy Skipper
Common Blue
Red Admiral
Meadow Brown
Large Skipper
Brown Argus
Marbled White
Small Skipper
Clouded Yellow
Gatekeeper
Large White

Inachis io
Gonepteryx rhamni
Pieris rapie

Pararge aegeria
Polygonia c-album
Celastrina argiolus
Aglais urticae
Anthocharis cardamines
pieris napi

Vanessa cardui
Lycaena phlaeas
Coenonympha pamphilus
Erynnis tages
Polyommatus icarus
Vanessa atalanta
Maniola jurtina
Ochlodes venata
Aricia agestis
Melanargia galathea
Thymelicus sylvestris
Colias croceus
Pyronia tithonus
Pieris brassicae

Brown Argus (Cogden 10™" June 2023)

March 14th
April 4th
April 7th
April 7th
April 9th
April 15th
April 20th
April 29th
May 2nd
May 5th
May 12th
May 18th
May 25th
May 27th
May 28th
June 4th
June 5th
June 10th
June 15th
June 19th
June 23rd
June 28th
July 7th




MOTHS

1. Ghost Swift (Hepialus humuli) A female of this primitive moth
taken at light on 16 June. A declining species in the UK, it favours
damp, unimproved meadows.

2. Tebenna micalis (Beautiful Twitcher) 8 October at light. One
of seven examples seen at light between 2 and 8 October. This is a
scarce migrant and transitory resident first found in the UK in the
mid-1980s. The larva feeds on fleabane. Although the species has
bred in West Bexington in the past, it has been seen much less
frequently in recent years and it is assumed that these examples
were migrants.

Ghost Swift

3. Agonopterix pallorella (Black-Streaked Buff) 8 October at light. First record for West
Bexington for many years. This is a scarce resident species in the UK, principally known
from coastal localities. The larva feeds on Greater Knapweed. There is a breeding
population on Portland and the foodplant occurs elsewhere on chalk and limestone in the
county, but it is equally likely that this example was a primary migrant.

4, Aethes deaurana (Alexanders Straw) 16 June at light. This species was first found
in the UK near Morrisons in Broadwey in 2017. The moth is now well established in
Weymouth and on Portland as well as on the coast of South Devon. The larva feeds on
Alexanders (Smyrnium). Larvae found at the edge of Swyre Road in March in old stems of
Alexanders. Adults found at dusk resting on Alexanders and at light in June.

5. Lozotaeniodes formosana (Orange Pine Tortrix) 16 June at light. First found in the
UK in 1945, this attractive moth is now fairly common in southern England and is resident
at low numbers in West Bexington. One of seven found at light between 16 and 18 June.

The larva feeds on Scots Pine.

6. Bactra venosana 2 October at light (2nd UK record). This specimen was retained
and dissected (6b) as moths of the genus Bactra are difficult to tell apart externally. This
proved to be only the second UK record of Bactra venosana and only the fourth record for
Great Britain and Ireland. It has previously been recorded from the Republic of Ireland in
1988 and 2006 (the 1988 specimen was only correctly identified over 20 years later) and
from Cornwall in 2021. The West Bexington example will have been a primary migrant.

7. Hellula undalis (Old World Webworm) 8 October at light. One of seven specimens
to light in the first week of October. This is a scarce migrant species, first recorded in the
UK in 1967. However, this year was a bumper year for this species and Dorset had its fair
share of records, six specimens being recorded in Portesham over the same period.
These were the first records for West Bexington for almost 15 years.

8. Bl airs Mocha (Cyclophora puppillaria) 9 C
seen this year, the other at light on 18 June. This moth is in the process of establishing

itself in southern coastal counties. There is almost certainly now a resident population near

Bridport. The records for West Bexington are still sporadic and these two specimens were

probably migrants. The larva feeds in the wild on Holm Oak.
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9. The Vestal (Rhodometra sacraria) 1-6 October at light. This is a migrant species
which is seen every year in the autumn at West Bexington. Over 30 were recorded at light
in the first week of October and four were flushed from field edges between Labour in Vain
Lane and the sea. The most common form is yellow with a thin red stripe but there are
also forms which are more or less flushed with fuschia pink. The moth usually adopts a
tent like resting posture as in image c.

10. The Mallow (Larentia clavaria) 9 October at light. A characteristic autumn species
which can be found into November. The moth is resident at West Bexington. The larva
feeds on Mallow (Malva sylvestris), which grows commonly on the landward side of Chesil
Bank and on field margins around the village.

11.  Convolvulus Hawk (Agrius convolvuli) 4 October at light. 31 at light during the first
week of October and one squashed on the road outside the Manor Hotel. This is the
second largest moth in the UK with a wingspan of up to 5 inches. It is a migrant which is
seen every autumn at West Bexington. It was unusually common this year.

12. Deat hdés HmahdAchtenti& atropos)

2 October at light. Seeing a live specimen of the rare and
iconic Deathés Head Hawk i s
experience for most moth watchers. This is the largest

moth found in the UK. This example has a wingspan of
over five inches. It is a migrant which is found in small
numbers in the UK each year, but never commonly. This is S
the second record of the adult for West Bexington although =S
Adam has seen larvae previously feeding on potato plants
at Tamarisk Farm. The adult raids bee hives for honey.
The ventral image suggests that in the gloom of a hive it
may resemble a huge queen bee. It may also mimic a
large hornet in order to deter predators. A full grown larva
was also seen in East Bexington towards the end of
October.

Deat hés Head Hawk
13. Lobster Moth (Stauropus fagi) 16 June at light. A resident species found in small
numbers at light in West Bexington. The moth gets its English name from its larva which,
in its resting posture, resembles a lobster. The larva feeds on beech and oak and probably
does not breed in the village but the moth is a strong flier and is likely to come from local
woods.

14.  Cream Spot Tiger (Arctia villica) 17 June at light. Five out of six species of Tiger
Moths (Erebidae: Arctiinae) which occur in the UK are resident at West Bexington. This
species is night flying and has a principally coastal distribution. The larvae feed on various
low plants growing near the coast.

15.  Scarlet Tiger (Callimorpha dominula) 18 June at light. This species is principally day

flying but, as with the example photographed here, occasionally comes to light as well.

unt i | the 19806s this species was most | ikely
expanding its range. It has been seen each year in the past few years at West Bexington.

For some reason there appears to be a favoured site around the Tamarisk Farm Shop.

The larvae also feed on a variety of low plants.
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16.  Clifden Nonpareil (Catocala fraxini) 2 October at light. A large, iconic species which

is expanding its range in the UK. Historically there was a single breeding population in a

wood in Kent and it was otherwise a rare and exciting migrant. It has been seen in West

Bexington every year since 2018 and this is one of five examples seen this year. The larva

feeds on various species of Poplar and it is likely to be breeding around the village. A larva

was found a few years ago feeding on an Aspen

17. Dewicko6és Plusia (Macdunnoud¢ 'a) 1
light. The only example seen at West Bexington this year. This s N :
is another migrant species which has become resident in the
UK in the last 10 years or so. Itis now regularly found,
particularly at pheromone lures for the Ni Moth, in east and
south eastern England, less so further west.

18.  Scarce Bordered Straw (Helicoverpa armigera) 2
October at light. One of 20 seen at light in the first week of
October. This example was found sitting outside a light trap and
is covered in heavy morning dew. This is a migrant species
which was historically scarce in the UK but has become much
more common. It is found at light in numbers every year at
West Bexington, mainly in the autumn.

Dewi ckds Pl usi a

19. Small Mottled Willow (Spodoptera exigua) 16 June at light. One of five seen this
year. This is a migrant species seen each year at West Bexington, sometimes in good
numbers.

20. Red Sword Grass (Xylena vetusta) 4 March at light. This species is sporadically
recorded in southern England but occurs more commonly in Scotland. It flies in the autumn
and, after hibernation, in the spring. This is the first record from West Bexington for at least
20 years. The species is likely to be resident at very low numbers in the area. This is a
large moth with a distinctive resting posture which resembles a piece of wood or loose
bark.

21. Brindled Green (Dryabatodes eremita) 1 October at light. This is a reasonably
common resident species in the UK, the larva of which feeds on oak. In most places in the
UK the form which is found is somewhat dowdy. This strikingly marked form, which
resembles a form occurring in southern Europe, is occasionally found in Dorset.

22.  Northern Drab (Orthosia opima) 5 March at light. This is a species which is resident
at low numbers around West Bexington. Nationally it seems to be declining, although there
are still a few localities in which it can be found commonly. The moth is usually found in
the last half of April and the first week of May. This example is extremely early for the
species and also a very dark form. Despite its name, this moth occurs more in the south
than in the north of England.
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23.  White Speck (Mythimna unipuncta) 4 October after dark at ivy blossom on Labour in
Vain Lane. Searching ivy blossom with a strong light which picks up the reflection in

mot hs 6 ey efashioned wayrof findingl moths in the autumn. Banks of ivy which
overlook the sea are particularly good for finding migrant species. Three other examples
found at light in the first week of October. This is a migrant species which is becoming
progressively commoner and is now resident in the Scilly Isles. It has been seen in West
Bexington each year for the last four years. It is one of the later species of migrant which
can still be found at light in December.

24. The Cosmopolitan (Leucania loreyi) 4 October after dark at ivy blossom on Labour
in Vain Lane. Another migrant species of Wainscot. The only specimen recorded this year
at West Bexington. Generally a less common species than the White Speck and not seen
every yeatr.

25. Radforddés Flame Shoul de§
leucogaster) 6 October at light. One of over 30 at light in
the first week of October. Until recently a rare migrant
species. However, in 2022 Mark Parsons found this
species i n numbers at ivy
Abbotsbury and a few came to light at West Bexington.
Although no larvae have yet been found this species is
very likely to have become resident in the area, at least
for now.

26. Pearly Underwing (Peridroma saucia) 9 October
at light. One of 15 specimens seen at light during the first
week of October. This is a migrant species which is seen
regularly at West Bexington but in varying numbers. It is
another species which flies late in the year and can be
found at light well into December on warm nights. Radf or d 6 Shokltlea me
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DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES

Dragonflies and Damselflies recorded with first seen dates

Vagrant Emperor Dragonfly
Beautiful Demoiselle
Azure Damselfly
Broad-bodied Chaser
Black-tailed Skimmer
Common Blue Damselfly
Emperor Dragonfly

Hairy Dragonfly
Red-veined Darter

Small Red-eyed Damselfly
Four-spotted chaser
Golden-ringed Drangonfly
Blue-tailed Damselfly
Southern Hawker
Common Darter

Migrant Hawker

Southern Migrant Hawker

Anax imperator
Calopteryx virgo
Coenagrion puella
Libellula depressa
Orthetrum cancellatum
Enallagma cyathigerum
Anax imperator
Brachytron pratense
Sympetrum fonscolombii
Erythromma viridulum
Libellula quadrimaculata
Cordulegaster boltonii
Ischnura elegans
Aeshna cyanea
Sympetrum striolatum
Aeshna mixta

Aeshna affinis

May 2nd
May 19th
May 21st
May 21st
May 21st
May 22nd
May 25th
May 26th
May 28th
May 28th
June 4th
June 5th
June 7th
June 14th
July 17th
July 21st
July 21st

Clockwise from top left: Mating Southern Migrant Hawkers, Four-spotted Chaser.
Hairy Dragonfly (New for the recording area), Red-veined Darter
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AMPHIBIANS

Marsh Frog Breeding freely in both West Bexington and Cogden reed beds.
Great Crested Newt Usually found in most suitable ponds.
REPTILES

Four species of reptile were recorded

Adder (Vipera berus) - Noted from 11™ February.
Grass Snake (Natrix natrix) i A number of sighting at West Bexington.
Common Lizard (Zootoca vivipara) - Just one sighting on 14" March.

Common Lizard (West Bexington 14" March 2023)
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ORCHIDS

Nine species of Orchid were recorded - first seen dates

Early Purple Orchid Orchis mascula
Green-veined Orchid Orchis moriu

Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza majalis
Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera

Greater Butterfly Orchid Platanthera ehlorantha
Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis
Greater Twayblade Listera ovata

Marsh Helleborine Epipactis palustris
Autumn Ladies Tresses Spiranthes Spiralis

Early Purple Orchid (West Bexington 18" April 2023)

April 18t

April 19t

May 2"d

May 29t

May 10t

May 29t

Date unrecorded
Date unrecorded
Aug 6%
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