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Introduction 
 

This report includes entries for all the 181 free-flying bird species noted during 2023 
within the Swannery recording area. This total included one national rarity and six 
county rarities, one of which was also a site first. Although the majority were of natural 
or naturalised origin, four were of captive or non-naturalised origin and one was a 
wanderer from a reintroduction project. 
 
The Swannery recording area consists of the Swannery grounds and adjoining withy-
beds, reed-beds and flood-meadows. It also includes those parts of The Fleet Lagoon, 
Chesil Bank and its hinterland that can be easily viewed from the Swannery. It does 
not include the seaward side of Abbotsbury Beach however, and therefore all the 
seabirds included were on or over The Fleet from the Swannery. 
 
With a few exceptions and unless otherwise credited, Swannery staff (to a lesser or 
greater degree) namely Kevin Butler, Steve Groves, Joe Stockwell and Charlie 
Wheeler, along with the WeBS counters (see below) were responsible for the records. 
Most are 100% certain although the odd clearly stated putative record may be 
included. Official British or Dorset rarities may still await acceptance (or non-
acceptance) by the relevant authorities. 
 
The English vernacular, international English, scientific bird names, taxonomic 
treatments and the systematic list order used in this report all follow the International 
Ornithological Congress. This in turn is used by the British Ornithologistsô Union for 
their official list of birds of Great Britain. Some distinctive subspecies are also included 
under the relevant species accounts. The English names given for subspecies are 
loosely based upon óBirding World ï A Checklist of Bird Forms in Britain and Irelandô.  
 
Count tables have been added to the entries of most of the common wetland species 
and a few others. In these tables the monthly 'maxima' are the highest day counts for 
each month. Bird-days are the total of the maximum daily counts during a month or 
other period. A dash in the table indicates no data is available for that month. The 
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) counts conducted at The Swannery are part of the WeBS 
counts for the entire Fleet and are not treated as separate counts other than for the 
purpose of this report. Also, they are not necessarily the peak counts for each month 
but given when no other counts were available. Alan Barrett, Steve Groves, Ian 
McLean, and Nick Urch were the counters for the section of the Fleet that includes the 
Swannery recording area during 2023.  
 
Graphs have been added to many of the entries for the first time this year. These take 
two forms. The óIntra Year Population Trendô graph gives the highest day counts for 
each species over the course of the year, while an óInter Year Population Trendô graph 
gives the highest day counts for each species per annum going back to a specified 
year (most often 10 or 20 years depending on the species and available data). Please 
note that they donôt signify the number of individuals recorded in the period, just the 
highest day counts of each species in the period. 
 

 
 



 

Species accountsé 
 

Brent Goose (Brant Goose) Branta bernicla  

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.  
Summaryé  
Winter/spring: There were regular sightings of flocks of up to thirty flying west on five dates in January, 
but the highest count was of at least fifty, settled in the Swannery Embayment on the 5th. The only other 
sightings were of five on 16th February; two on 13th March; and singles on 14th and 29th April. 
Autumn/winter: The first three returning birds was seen on 17th October, followed by one on 28th 
October; four on 3rd and 16th November; and singles on 6th and 14th December.  
Subspecies: óDark-bellied Brent Gooseô Branta bernicla bernicla. All those identified to form were of 
this taxon. 

Monthly Maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

50 5 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 4 1 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 



 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis                                                                                                
Swannery status: A common naturalised breeding resident, moult migrant & winter visitor.  
Summary: Present throughout the year with a pronounced influx during the summer moulting period.   
Breeding: Present in the nesting period but no young were seen. 
Hybrids: Several Canada Goose x Greylag Goose were seen.    
                                                                                   

Monthly Maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

200 65 23 30 66 710 720 85 33 160 50 60 
 

 
Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 
 

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis                                                                                             
Swannery status: A regular visitor mostly (but perhaps not entirely) of naturalised origin. 
All records: One from 20th May to 30th May; two from 31st May to 4th June; and six on 8th June. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Barnacle Goose continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 
 

Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus                                                                     
Swannery status: A scarce visitor of captive origin. 
All records: One from 18th to 21st May; three on 23rd May; then one regularly from 24th May to at least 
28th December. 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 



 

Greylag Goose Anser anser                                                                                            

Swannery status: A regular visitor mostly (but not entirely) of naturalised origin. 
All records: One from 20th to 22nd March; one on 2nd April; three on 3rd April; one regularly from 4th to 
17th April; one on 4th May. 
Hybrids: Several Canada Goose x Greylag Goose were seen.      
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

 
Greylag Goose, Abbotsbury Swannery, March 2023 © Steve Groves 



 

Swan Goose Anser cygnoides 

Swannery status: A rare visitor of captive origin. 
All records: One was present regularly from 3rd June to 25th October. The only previous record was in 
2017. 
Hybrids: One presumed Swan Goose x Greylag Goose accompanied the pure bird through much of 
its stay. 
 

Black Swan Cygnus atratus 

Swannery status: An annual visitor of captive origin. Has bred. 
Summary: Present for much of the year. 
Breeding: One pair nested and hatched young, but none fledged. 

Monthly Maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

3 1 1 6 6 3 3 3 3 3 2 0 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 



 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor  

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, moult migrant & winter visitor. 
Summary: Present throughout the year.  
Breeding: One hundred and two pairs nested or at least attempted to do so and at least two hundred 
and seven cygnets fledged. 
 

WeBS counts 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

310 331 392 515 464 585 640 450 404 480 210 300 
 

 
Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

 
Inter Year Population Trend (since 2012) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Mute Swan & cygnets, Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2023 © Steve Groves 

 

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 

County rarity.  
Swannery status: Traditionally a scarce passage migrant & winter visitor. Now resident. 
All records: The resident bird (of presumed captive origin) was present throughout the year. In addition, 
two arrived on 18th March and lingered to 20th March. Another individual arrived on 30th September and 
was still present at the end of the year. This latter bird was originally seen on 29th September at nearby 
Lodmoor RSPB. 
Previous records: Even disregarding the resident bird there have now been records every year since 
2016.  

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2002) 

 



 

 
Whooper Swans, Abbotsbury Swannery, March 2023 © Steve Groves 

 
 
 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 

Swannery status: A scarce, but increasing, naturalised visitor.  
All records: Three on 22nd April; two on 7th June; eight on 16th October; and ten on 1st December. 
 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2002) 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Egyptian Geese, Abbotsbury Swannery, April 2023 © Steve Groves 

 
Shelduck (Common Shelduck) Tadorna tadorna  

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant & winter visitor. 
Summary: Present throughout the year.  
Breeding: At least four broods were seen.  
Hybrids: A Shelduck x Eider was present for much of the year and a Shelduck x Ruddy Shelduck was 
present on 11th May and 18th June. 

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

32 80 30 50 44 13 20 20 4 3 36 20 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 



 

Shelduck continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 
 
 

Garganey Spatula querquedula 

Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant.  
All recordsé  
Spring: A pair were present on 28th March and a single female on 21st and 22nd April. 
Summer/Autumn: One on 6th August. 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Shoveler (Northern Shoveler) Spatula clypeata 

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Has summered & bred. 
Summary: Present through much of the year.  
Breeding: There was no evidence of nesting.  
Hybrids: A female thought initially to be a Blue-winged Teal was seen on 21st April. Brown markings 
on the bill however indicated that at least some Shoveler genes were present. 
 
 

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

80 120 85 24 3 2 1 50 80 100 100 100 
 

 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 
 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
(ǀ) Blue-winged Teal x Shoveler hybrid? Abbotsbury Swannery, April 2023 © Steve Groves   

 
 

Gadwall Mareca strepera                                                                                                                 

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & winter visitor. A few summer & has bred. 
Summary: Present periodically through much of the year.  
Breeding: Present in late spring/early summer but there was no evidence of nesting.  

 

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1 0 2 4 6 9 1 0 4 1 0 0 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 
 



 

Gadwall continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

Wigeon (Eurasian Wigeon) Mareca penelope 

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.  
Summary:  
Winter/spring: Seen regularly from early January to the last of the spring on 31st March. 
Summer: One on 27th July. 
Autumn/winter: Regular from 16th August to the end of the year.  

Monthly maxima  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

10 40 10 0 0 0 1 2 50 150 200 200 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 



 

Wigeon continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 

Chiloe Wigeon Mareca sibilatrix 

Swannery status: A rare visitor of captive origin. Last recorded in 2004. 
All recordsé Three were present on 3rd August. 
Hybrids: Two apparent Chiloe Wigeon x Wood Duck hybrids were seen sporadically in November. 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 
 

 
Chiloe Wigeons, Abbotsbury Swannery, August 2023 © Steve Groves 
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Mallard Anas platyrhynchos                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant & winter visitor.  
Summary: Present throughout the year. Several showed at least some characters of domestic breeds.  
Breeding: No accurate data is available, but nests and many unfledged young noted.   
Hybrids: A Domestic Muscovy Duck x Domestic Mallard was present for much of the second half of 
the year, and a few others showed at least some domestic breed influence. 
 

WeBS counts  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

360 140 152 46 88 230 380 500 590 420 260 290 
 

 
Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

 
Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 
 

Pintail (Northern Pintail) Anas acuta    

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Has summered.   
Summary: Present throughout the year (due to an over-summering drake).  
 

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

16 20 68 33 1 1 1 2 100 200 50 110 
 

 
 



 

Pintail continuedé 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 

Teal (Eurasian Teal) Anas crecca  

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Can summer & has bred. 
Summary: Present regularly through the year.  
Breeding: Present in late spring/early summer but there was no evidence of nesting.  

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

300 350 150 80 6 5 4 50 200 400 300 360 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 



 

Teal continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 

Pochard (Common Pochard) Aythya ferina  

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor that occasionally summers. 
Summary: Present through much of the year.   
Breeding: Present in late spring/early summer but there was no evidence of nesting.  
Hybrids: A Pochard x Tufted Duck was noted on several dates. 
 

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

370 90 42 10 10 7 0 16 40 50 150 200 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 



 

Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca  

National rarity.  
Swannery status: A rare winter visitor. 
All recordsé An adult male (first seen at Lodmoor RSPB) was present on 8th and 13th November.  
Previous records: Single females in December 2009, December 2006, December 2003, December 
2001, and October 1993. Possibly more but status confused by hybrids. 

 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2001) 

 
 

 
Ferruginous Duck (ǁ) Abbotsbury Swannery, November 2023 © Steve Groves   

 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor; scarce breeding resident. 
Summary: Present throughout the year.  
Breeding: Present in late spring/early summer but there was no evidence of nesting.  
Hybrids: The regular Tufted Duck x Scaup and Tufted Duck x Pochard were noted in the winter months. 

 

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

150 80 65 60 26 13 10 14 72 60 100 94 
 



 

Tufted Duck continuedé 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 
 
 
 

Scaup (Greater Scaup) Aythya marila  

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & winter visitor. 
All recordsé  
Winter/spring: An adult female was present on 14th January and then reappeared with two ósecond- 
calendar-yearô females on 18th January. All three were then present most days until 1st February. 
Autumn/winter: Two ófirst calendar-yearsô (a male and female) arrived on 23rd October, with the female 
then present regularly to 17th November, when she was joined by the first winter male again. One or 
the other, often both, were then present to the end of the year, being joined by a second ósecond 
calendar-yearô male from 14th December.  
Hybrids: The regular Scaup x Tufted Duck was noted in the winter months. 
 

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Scaup continuedé 
 

 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

 
Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Scaup (1st calendar year ǀ & adult ǀ), Abbotsbury Swannery, January 2023 © Steve Groves 

 

 

 
 

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra  

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant & winter visitor. 
All records: A ósecond calendar-yearô female was present regularly from 1st to 7th January. What was 
possibly the same bird reappeared on 20th March and was then present regularly until 23rd May. 
  

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2002) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Common Scoter (2nd calendar year ᶏ), Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2023 © Joe Stockwell 

 
 
 

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant & winter visitor. 
All records: A ófirst calendar-yearô was seen regularly from 2nd November and was joined by a second 
on 6th November, and a third from 16th November. One to three were then seen regularly to the end of 
the year. These were the first site records since April 2021. 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 



 

 

Long-tailed Ducks (1st calendar year ǀǀ), Abbotsbury Swannery, October 2023 © Steve Groves 
 
 

Goldeneye (Common Goldeneye) Bucephala clangula 

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant & winter visitor. 
All records: A female was seen regularly from 13th February to 6th March. Once a common winter 
visitor, this was the first site record since November 2021. 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2012) 

 
 
 

Goosander (Common Merganser) Mergus merganser 
Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor. 
All records: In November three were seen regularly from 7th to 10th, with singles on 17th and 24th. In 
December singles were seen on 1st, 4th and 12th but there were two on 6th. All were óredheadsô (females 
or ófirst calendar-yearô males). 



 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and winter visitor. 
Summaryé  
Winter/spring: Present regularly from 1st January to 29th April.  
Autumn/winter: The first returning bird was seen on 23rd October and there were then regular sightings 
to the end of the year.   

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

20 24 24 16 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 5 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 
 

 

Pheasant (Common Pheasant) Phasianus colchicus 

Swannery status: An introduced common breeding resident with regular influxes due to releases.  
Summary: Present throughout the year.  
Breeding: Several broods noted.  
 
 
 
 

Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 

Swannery status: An introduced casual visitor from release sites nearby.  
Summary: From one to six were seen regularly for much of the year.  
Breeding: Present but not confirmed. 
 



 

Swift (Common Swift) Apus apus  

Swannery status: A common but declining, passage migrant and summer visitor. Breeds in the village. 
Summary: The first of the year was seen on 27th April and there were then regular sightings until 9th 
August.  

Monthly maxima 

Apr May Jun Jul Aug 

10 50 100 120 10 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Cuckoo (Common Cuckoo) Cuculus canorus 

Swannery status: A now uncommon passage migrant. Formerly regularly summered and bred. 
All records: Singles were seen, or at least heard, on six dates from 1st May to 7th June, the first site 
records since July 2021. 
 

Feral Pigeon (Rock Dove) Columba livia    

Swannery status: A semi-resident of captive/naturalised origin that has bred. 
Summary: Obvious domestic óracingô flocks were regular overhead from April to September and a 
mixed flock of around ten to eighty óawolô racing birds, free-flying ornamentals and apparent genuine 
naturalised feral birds visited from the village daily. 
 

Stock Dove Columba oenas  

Swannery status: A common breeding resident and passage migrant. 
Summary: Regularly encountered in single figures through much of the year.  
Autumn passage: There was a marked overhead passage, both easterly and westerly, between 16th 
October and 24th November. Most day totals were of between ten and one hundred birds (432 bird-
days) but over three hundred were noted on 24th November.     
Breeding: At least one pair were present in the recording area with others in nearby woods and farm 
buildings. 
 

Woodpigeon (Common Wood Pigeon) Columba palumbus 

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 
Summary: Commonly encountered all year.  
Breeding:  Several pairs nested.  
Autumn passage: Overhead passage was noted regularly between 16th October and 24th November 
(10,500 bird-days) with a maximum of three thousand on 24th November. 
 

Collared Dove (Eurasian Collared Dove) Streptopelia decaocto  

Swannery status: A common breeding resident. 
Summary: Single figures were noted regularly throughout the year.  
Breeding: At least one pair nested in the grounds and others did so within the near vicinity. 
 

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor and occasional breeding resident. 
Summary:  
Winter/spring: Seen or at least heard regularly from 1st January to 20th March. 
Breeding: Singles were noted on 21st April, 12th May and 26th July, but nesting, although likely, was not 
confirmed. 
Autumn/winter: Regularly seen or heard from 18th August to the end of the year.  
 



 

Moorhen (Common Moorhen) Gallinula chloropus  

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 
Summary: Present throughout the year. The highest count was of eleven on 19th February but for a 
waterbird this species is considerably under recorded. 
Breeding: Around five pairs nested.  
 

Coot (Eurasian Coot) Fulica atra 

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 
Summary: Present throughout the year.  
Breeding: Three or four pairs nested. 

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

560 285 170 7 9 112 104 310 540 330 166 12 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 

Crane (Common Crane) Grus grus 

County rarity.  
Swannery status: A rare passage migrant. 
All records: One flew west on 6th April. 
Previous records: Six south on 29th September 2021 and two southeast on 20th April 2015.  
 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis  
Swannery status: A common passage migrant and winter visitor.   
Summaryé Present through much of the year.  

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

20 18 11 1 1 1 3 10 12 25 13 14 



 

Little Grebe continuedé 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 

 

Little Grebe (juvenile), Abbotsbury Swannery, August 2023 © Steve Groves 



 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus                                                                                 
Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor and non-breeding summer visitor. 
Summary: Present throughout much of the year.  
 

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

10 11 11 24 24 16 18 48 32 9 5 4 
 

 

 
Great Crested Grebe, Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2023 © Steve Groves 

 
Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

 
 



 

Great Crested Grebe Grebe continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2014) 

 
 
 

Oystercatcher (Eurasian Oystercatcher) Haematopus ostralegus  

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & semi-resident breeder. 
Summary: Present virtually daily from 20th January to 10th October.    
Breeding: Three pairs nested, or at least held territory, but no young were fledged.  
 

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 

2 8 4 8 6 6 4 1 1 1 
 
 
 

 
Oystercatchers, Abbotsbury Swannery, April 2023 © Steve Groves 

 
 
 



 

Oystercatcher continuedé 
 

 
Intra Year Population Trend 

 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 
 
 
 

Avocet (Pied Avocet) Recurvirostra avosetta   
Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant.  
All records: A poor year with just two on 1st June. 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Avocet continuedé   
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant. 
Summary:   
Winter/spring: Singles were noted on 16th March and 29th April. 
Spring passage: All records were between 17th May and 9th June (40 bird-days), with a maximum of 
six on 29th May. 
Autumn/winter: One on 25th September. 
 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Maxima 1 1 6 5 0 0 1 

Bird-days 1 1 15 25 0 0 1 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 



 

Grey Plover continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

 
Grey Plover, Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2023 © Steve Groves 



 

Golden Plover (European Golden Plover) Pluvialis apricaria 

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.   
Summaryé 
Winter/spring: There were regular sightings from 17th January to 24th March. 
Autumn/winter: There were sporadic records from 5th October to 1st December. 
 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Maxima 60 4 120 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 4 

Bird-days 158 8 278 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 4 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 
 



 

Ringed Plover (Common Ringed Plover) Charadrius hiaticula  

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor that formerly bred.  
Summaryé Noted in most months of the year with a marked passage in late spring and early autumn. 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Maxima 1 1 1 1 12 0 0 5 10 3 1 0 

Bird-days 3 1 1 3 34 0 0 16 26 7 1 0 
  

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

 
Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Ringed Plovers, Abbotsbury Swannery, August 2023 © Steve Groves 
 

 

 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant. 
All recordsé 
Spring passage: One on 18th April. 
Autumn passage: Two on 7th July; singles 24th July; 4th and 24th August. 
 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Little Ringed Plover continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

 

Little Ringed Plover (juvenile), Abbotsbury Swannery, July 2023 © Steve Groves 



 

Lapwing (Northern Lapwing) Vanellus vanellus  

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor that formerly bred.  
Summaryé 
Winter/spring: Present virtually daily from 1st January to 15th March. 
Autumn/winter: The first returning bird arrived 9th June and there were then birds present virtually daily 
to the end of the year.  

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2000 2000 500 0 0 2 3 9 12 40 160 140 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

 

Whimbrel (Eurasian Whimbrel) Numenius phaeopus 

Swannery status: A common passage migrant.  
Summaryé 
Spring passage: All records were between 27th March and 18th May.  
Autumn passage: All records were between 28th July and 13th September.  
 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Maxima 1 15 2 0 10 1 1 

Bird-days 1 49 5 0 13 7 1 
 

 

 



 

Whimbrel continuedé 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

Curlew (Eurasian Curlew) Numenius arquata 

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and occasional winter visitor.  
Summaryé Noted sporadically through the year. 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Maxima 0 2 4 1 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 

Bird-days 0 4 12 1 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 
 

 



 

Curlew continuedé 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004)

 



 

 

 
Curlews, Abbotsbury Swannery, February 2023 © Steve Groves 

 

 

 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.  
Summaryé 
Spring passage: All records were between 14th April and 6th June.  
Autumn passage: All records were between 2nd August and 14th November.  
 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Maxima 16 2 1 0 4 6 1 1 

Bird-days 64 6 1 0 8 34 3 4 
 

 
Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Bar-tailed Godwit continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

 

Bar-tailed Godwit, Abbotsbury Swannery, October 2023 © Steve Groves 



 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and winter visitor.  
Summaryé Noted sporadically through much of the year, with a marked influx during spring passage. 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Maxima 1 1 27 0 3 4 3 2 1 1 0 0 

Bird-days 1 1 28 0 4 8 7 4 1 3 0 0 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 



 

 
Black-tailed Godwit, Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2023 © Steve Groves 

 

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 

Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor. 
All records: One on 31st December. The first site record since March 2021. 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 



 

Snipe (Common Snipe) Gallinago gallinago  

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.  
Summaryé 
Winter/spring: Seen regularly from early January to the last of the spring on 19th April, with a maximum 
count of forty on 22nd January.  
Autumn/winter: The first of the óautumnô was seen on 4th August. There were then regular sightings 
until the end of the year, with a maximum count of at least fifty on 12th December. 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2009) 

 
 
 

Grey Phalarope (Red Phalarope) Phalaropus fulicarius 

Swannery status: A scarce storm blown passage migrant. 
All records: One on 24th September. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Grey Phalarope continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

 

 

Grey Phalarope, Abbotsbury Swannery, September 2023 © Steve Groves 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 

County Rarity. 
Swannery status: Rare autumn passage migrant. 
All records: The long awaited first for the Swannery was found on 5th August (Joe Stockwell). Although 
elusive it lingered for much of the day. 
Previous records: None. 
 

 

Red-necked Phalarope, Abbotsbury Swannery, August 2023 © Steve Groves 
 

 

 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and now regular winter visitor. 
Summaryé Noted in every month of the year with a marked passage in spring and autumn. 
 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Maxima 2 2 1 4 3 2 10 15 16 6 4 2 

Bird-days 15 9 12 32 11 2 116 229 243 50 16 14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Common Sandpiper continuedé 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 



 

 

Common Sandpiper, Abbotsbury Swannery, April 2023 © Steve Groves 
 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & scarce winter visitor.  
Summaryé  
Spring passage: All records were between 16th April and 16th June.  
Autumn passage: The first of the autumn was noted on 28th July. There were then regular records until 
31st August. One was then noted regularly from 30th September to 17th October. 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 

Maxima 1 0 2 1 2 1 1 

Bird-days 1 0 5 1 19 1 8 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 



 

Green Sandpiper continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

 

Green Sandpiper, Abbotsbury Swannery, October 2023 © Steve Groves 



 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant.  
All records: Singles on 2nd, 11th and 29th August. 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

 

Wood Sandpiper, Abbotsbury Swannery, August 2023 © Steve Groves 
 



 

Redshank (Common Redshank) Tringa totanus  

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Former breeder. 
Summary: Present throughout much of the year.  
Breeding: There was no evidence of nesting. 

Monthly maxima 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

9 7 20 11 15 15 7 37 4 5 5 12 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 
 
 



 

Redshank continuedé 
 

 
Redshank, Abbotsbury Swannery, January 2023 © Steve Groves 

 

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant.  
All records: Singles on 25th June (a summer-plumaged adult) and on 31st August (a juvenile). 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 



 

Greenshank (Common Greenshank) Tringa nebularia  
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant. 
Summaryé 
Spring passage: Regular from 20th April to 27th May. 
Autumn passage: The first returning bird was present on 8th July and there were then regular sightings 
until 29th September. 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Maxima 2 3 0 1 4 2 

Bird-days 3 7 0 4 26 10 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 
 



 

 
Greenshank continuedé 
 

 
Greenshank, Abbotsbury Swannery, August 2023 © Steve Groves 

 
 

Turnstone (Ruddy Turnstone) Arenaria interpres  

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and scarce winter visitor. 
Summaryé Noted sporadically through much of the year. 
 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Maxima 6 1 0 1 10 2 4 14 10 2 1 20 

Bird-days 7 1 0 1 28 5 9 74 26 5 2 30 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 

 
 



 

Turnstone continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

 
Turnstones, Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2023 © Steve Groves 



 

Knot (Red Knot) Calidris canutus  

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & scarce winter visitor. 
Summaryé 
Spring passage: One from 27th to 30th May. 
Autumn passage: The first returning bird was present on 24th July and there were then regular 
sightings until 21st November. 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Maxima 1 0 1 11 12 3 1 

Bird-days 4 0 1 26 28 5 1 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004)

 



 

Knot continuedé 
 

 

Knot, Abbotsbury Swannery, September 2023 © Steve Groves 
 

 

 

Ruff Calidris pugnax 

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.  
All records:  
Spring passage: Single óReevesô (adult females) on 3rd and 30th May, and an adult summer-plumaged 
male on 17th May. 
Autumn passage: Singles on 31st August and 13th September; two on 18th September and one on 1st 
October. 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 
 

 

 
 
 



 

Ruff continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

 
Ruff (ǁ), Abbotsbury Swannery, May 2023 © Steve Groves 



 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant 
All records: One on 15th August. 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2002) 

 
 
 
 

Sanderling Calidris alba 

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant. 
Summaryé  
Spring passage: All records were between 3rd May and 9thJune (663 bird-days!), with a maximum of 
one hundred on 31st May! 
Autumn passage: All records were between 28th July and 14th September (19 bird-days), with a 
maximum of three on several dates. 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Sanderling continuedé 
 

Inter Year Population Trend (since 2004) 

 
 

 

Dunlin Calidris alpina 

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and winter visitor.  
Summary: Recorded regularly through the year with obvious passage peaks in the spring and autumn.  
Subspeciesé óSouthern Dunlinô Calidris alpina schinzii and óNorthern Dunlinô Calidris alpina alpina. 
Most appeared to be of the former taxon but a definite individual of the latter form was present on 22nd 
and 23rd August. 

Monthly maxima / Bird-days 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Maxima 8 1 5 8 15 30 30 15 18 3 20 2 

Bird-days 43 1 16 42 147 212 60 123 53 15 35 5 
 

Intra Year Population Trend 

 


