


Welcome to the 33" consecutive Lytchett Bay annual report. The data that we have gathered & published
over the period constitutes a comprehensive | o0g
2014, thanks to work led by Nick Hull, we have widened the report to cover a much wider taxa, interest in
this section is growing year on year, page 41. Steve Smith& plant survey reports are on page 64.

January and February were generally mild with above average rain fall. It was the second warmest
February on record. A short cold spell in March was followed by another month that was wetter and milder
than average. April continued the theme of the previous few months, being unsettled, wet and dull. After a
warm start to the month, temperatures dropped, with the last two weeks of April cooler than average. May
was the warmest on record but the weather was unsettled throughout. June was 2 degrees cooler than
average due to northerly and northwesterly winds bringing cold Arctic air across the UK. The first two
weeks of July were wet again but after this things did improve. In August the winds were often from the
west or southwest, bringing moist, sometimes warm air from the Atlantic, exactly what we do not want at
this time of year. However it was mainly dry with rainfall 50% of that expected. The unsettled westerly
predominated weather returned in September and it was wetter than average. October saw a mix of settled
conditions due to high-pressure systems as well as wet and windy weather from a succession of low-
pressure systems, including the first named storm of the 2024/25 season. November was a month of two
very contrasting halves. The first half of the month was dominated by high pressure, leading to dull, dry and
mild conditions with very low sunshine levels. The second half colder brought temperatures and wintry
precipitation but it never really amounted to more than a thin and brief covering. December ended the year
in conditions reminiscent of much of the year. Wet. Storm Darragh, the fourth named storm of the season,
brought significant disruption from the 6th to the 8th, with heavy rain and severe gales. (Source - Met
Office).

To watch a video of an impressive spring electrical storm over Lytchett Bay look here -
https://www.facebook.com/frazer.hockey/videos/784632157059249?idorvanity=2469123376495268 with

thanks to Fraser Hockey.

Given our high expectations this could only be described as an ordinary year for birds at Lytchett Bay. If the
only addition to the Bay list, Dark-eyed Junco, had been co-operative our perspective and conclusion
would have changed entirely. That is how fickle we birders are! The Bay list is now 238 species. The next
best bird, a Red-backed Shrike, was only the second. 36 years after the first. This was much more obliging
to all except one keen prospective observer! The key species groups which did disappoint this year were
migrant waders and passerines. Both of which were in relatively short supply.

Canada Goose, Mallard, Cattle Egret, Jackdaw and Black Redstart occurred in greater numbers than ever
before. 161 species were recorded this year.
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Lvtchett Bay i people and wildlife

The facilitation of enjoying wildlife, whilst at the same time, protecting it from disturbance took another big

step forward this year with important work on the Turlin Shore. Thanks to leadership by the Parks

Foundation, Birds & Recreation Initiative (BARI) and BCP Council, two splendid new viewpoints have been
createdwher e views of the Bay in the morning |light are
option for raptor watching.

Before After




In turn we hope they will discourage the disturbance of the Turlin Moor saltmarsh and it is hoped that this
will lead to the establishment of a regular high tide roost and encourage the return of breeding birds to the
marsh itself.

The use of art has enhanced the quality of the
interpretation providing a real connection with the
landscape.

Staying at Turlin Moor efforts to draw local attention
to the beauty of their immediate locality continued
with the installation of




The team at Lytchett Minster and Upton Town Council and friends at Upton in Bloom produced a
wonderfully wuplifting short film celebrating al/l

Wild Upton: Creating space for nature

The same team contributed to another Gold award for Lytchett Bay View in the South and South-East In
Bloom Large Conservation award.

All of this attracted the interest of the BBC South team and they made a short film to highlight the good
work going on at Lytchett Bay View and beyond. Watch it here.
https://www.facebook.com/LytchettAndUptonTC/videos/1157128532062023

Paul Merifield
Lytchett Minster and Upton Town Council
B @@ SOUTH TODAY

New fencing at RSPB Lytchett Fields as part of the
countryside stewardship scheme both supported
conservation grazing and protected our resident
Adder population from disturbance. Four work
parties at RSPB Lytchett Fields helped us keep on
top of fence repairs, hedge management, gate
maintenance and pathway clearance. Thanks to lan
Ballam and kind donations the winter feeding station
operated in both winter seasons.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vt5cIOBd0_8
https://www.facebook.com/LytchettAndUptonTC/videos/1157128532062023

4 guided walks, severalipop up s«
ringing demonstration and a local talk

took place across the area in partnership
with Upton in Bloom, The Parks
Foundation, BARI and The Dorset Club.

{ o & The Turlin Moor litter pickers are out
\F §. every month. Keeping the area clean is
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Wally would entertain passers-by as he leant on his

The Barn Ceremony Hall 4

‘ﬁarbourwa Cre::natorlum&Woodland Burial Ground gat e w |_ t h t al es f_ rom t h. e r
' ~ Thursday 11" July 2024 memories of him and his father standing at the bar in
plam the original Bakers Arms in their wellies unmoved as

flood water ran through the building. He recalled that in
his childhood Dunnocks went by their old

S Gl oucestershire name of AE
man we will never forget.

Service cbnduéted by Martin Hiles



1. Kingsbridge Pools = 13. French’s Farm
B He 2B g Lytchett Bay Recording Area 14 Froncts SAN.G.
3. Sherford Pools VP :

95 4. Holton Pools 9% 98 Old Qoins Cottage (private) 99
sSY 5. French’s Pools VP 16. Dragonfly Pond Fielq (private SY
6. Steffi’s Field 17. Upton Allotments (private)

7. New Pools Field (private) 18. Lytchett Heath
93— Wrimbrel Field ™ t)t:TlilaBno 93
9. Sewage Works . Lytchett Bay
10. Lytchgtt Pools Field 21. Footpath 12 Lytchett Way
11. Arable Field . Lytchett Bay View Point
12. Approach Field

92

23. Chad’s Copse
24. Turlin Shore

Boundary s

View Points At )
Footpaths == = s 25. Turlin View Point
Parking H 26. Turin Point
o 27. South Haven View Point
: 28. Black Bridge 91
SY 29. Rock Lea View Point SY
95 98 30. Policemen’s Field (private) 99

Ni ¢ k Hu lahoe givemacpmplete overview of the recording area. Whilst we have named as many sites as we can, please remember that some areas
remain private and we would be grateful if visitors stick to the extensive network of public and permissive pathways that are available. There is a wide
selection of viewpoints that provide visibility of the area.
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Bird Ringing 2024

Collectively, ringing activities took place on only 34 dates, a s mal | i mpr ov e me nAttotab n

of 1316 new birds of 41 species were ringed, with more than 100 birds ringed in 2 sessions, 203 on 4th Aug
and 172 on 28" Sep. Efforts were spread between three sites: Lytchett Fields (RSPB) i Aquatic and Pipit
projects, 15 dates, Lytchett Heath (ARC and DWT) i 15 dates and Sandy Close Pond (Private Garden) 1 4
dates.

A dreadful year for Aquatic Warbler migration through Britain and Ireland. At the time of writing we are not
aware of any confirmed records in the UK. If this is in fact the case it will be the first year with no records!

Our Pipit project was undermined by a lack of birds. The weather was largely helpful but there were just
very few pipits around. Only 2 Water and 1 Rock Pipit were colour ringed.

Thanks to again some keen eyed observation, largely by lan Ballam, we had an excellent number of colour
ring reads to supplement the data gathered by conventional ringing. The details are contained within the
systematic list.

Appendix 2 summarises species ringing totals. Details of recoveries and controls are detailed under
species accounts. Since 1983, at least 36,917 birds of 88 species have been ringed at Lytchett Bay. We
continue to research historical data and add new data and discoveries as we find them.

Our ringing data is published on Trektellen. All input data is available at [Trektellen.org]- Totals Lytchett
Bay RS (Dorset, Englandl

Acknowledgements:
The Birds of Poole Harbour & Dorset Bird Club host this and our previous annual reports on their websites
which is hugely appreciated.

SR would like to add particular thanks to lan Ballam for his continued commitment to birding and bird
recording at Lytchett Bay and for his support with various volunteer activity at Lytchett Fields. To Ed Roe
and his colleagues at RSPB Arne. To friends at Stour Ringing Group for companionship and support. Many
thanks to fellow editor Nick Hull for his survey work and assistance in researching and writing this report. To
Stephen F Smith for his work on plants at RSPB Lytchett Fields (see Appendix 3, page 41 for latest survey
results). To the Lytchett Fields work party crew for their continued help in managing the reserve.

Stour Ringing Group would like to thank the RSPB, Post Green Estate, DWT & ARC for their kind
permission to ring at Lytchett Bay.

Many thanks to all the observers who supplied records and comments via BirdTrack, e-Bird, Twitter and
other information sources. Finally, to everyone who has allowed us to use their ever impressive
photographs which brighten and decorate this report. Please keep them coming.

The Lytchett Bay saltmarsh from above. A com
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https://trektellen.org/site/totals/1829/-1/0/0
https://trektellen.org/site/totals/1829/-1/0/0

Systematic List 2024 - Shaun Robson

2799 specific records were collated during the year via the @BirdTrack and @Team_eBird databases
covering 161 species. | n addi ti on, many more records of common

' i st so t o bBachhofthkantirasiies at yschett Bay have beensetupase-Bi r d fAHDt spot
including Rock Lea Viewpoint. Users of e-Bird are encouraged to log their sightings against these. If

anyone would like advice ontheuseofe-Bi rd t hen SR is very happy to try
mechanism is based around 1km squares, again records logged against the actual square are most helpful.

BTO Wetland Bird Surveys (WeBS) are conducted monthly from September to March. RSPB Lytchett
Fields is surveyed completely bi-weekly on the high tide. This data is incorporated within the species
accounts.

Nocturnal sound recording conducted by Nick Hull at Lytchett Way continues to provide surprising
information about the unseen migration over our area and the highlights of this research are included in the
systematic list.

BirdTrack functionality has been used to generate graphs showing the weekly maxima throughout the year

for some regularly occurring species. The interpretation of these requires some cautionasnotalligr ap hed
species are counted every week; this can lead to gaps in the data. Where necessary this is clarified in the

text.

Bird records were received from the recording area on all but 3 days in the year.
The systematic list follows the latest I0C list as followed by the Dorset Bird Club.

Species names are followed by 2 or 3 numbers. The first is the record known count recorded at the Bay.
This now includes historical counts by observers going back to 1975. The middle figure is the maximum
day count in the period since 1992 (if less than the first). The final figure is the number of years in which the
species has been recorded since 1992 (max 33), the year in which the current spell of comprehensive
coverage began.

The symbol which follows each species name shows the direction of travel of the species status at Lytchett
Bay over the last 5 years. We think these are quite intuitive; strongly increasing, increasing, stable,
declining and strongly declining. Hopefully this feature will enable others to compare the data from this site
with experiences at their own site and engender some debate and understanding.

Each species or sub-species listed in blue did not occur in 2024 but has occurred previously as detailed.
Dark-bellied Brent Goose: (14871 25)n

Common winter visitor. Present until 12" Feb, max 103 on 4™ Jan. 1 spring record of 5 on 18" Mar. First of
the winter 13" Oct after which birds were present almost daily until the year end. Max 137 on 4™ Dec.

© Peter Corbin



Pale-bellied Brent Goose: 4 records. Last in 2023.

Black Brant: 1 record. 2018.

Canada Goose: (80071 33) k

Increasingly frequent visitor. 3 pairs again bred successfully. Large numbers lingering daily around Bay
between early Jun and late Oct was unusual. Max 800 on 6™ Oct. A new record count, Previously 602 on
20" Oct 2018.

Barnacle Goose: (50-13) n
Scarce visitor. 1 on 25" Oct was probably a feral bird that has been around Poole Harbour for a while.

Greylag Goose: (407 25) n
Uncommon feral wanderer. Recorded on more than 30 dates and in every month except Aug. Max 35 on
mud with Canada Geese 31 Oct.

Pink-footed Goose: 1 record. 1981
Tundra Bean Goose: 1 record. 2022.
White-fronted Goose: Scarce visitor. Recorded in 6 years since 1992. Last record 2021.

Mute Swan: (587 33)n

Uncommon resident, increases in winter. Bred for the first time since 2015. 4 cygnets hatched but only 2
survived, one bei ng Anotseopoar yebhrl2& ah 15" Peciwasshi Bighdst coudt of
the year.

Bewi ckds Swan: 1 record. 1983.

Whooper Swan: Rare visitor. 4 records. 2010, 2016, 2017, 2018.

Egyptian Goose: (1371 11) k

Uncommon feral visitor. The first record was in 2011. Bred for the first time, not something to be celebrated!

A pair raised 5 young at Lytchett Fields. Recorded throughout much of the year. The breeding pair apart, 6
on 10" Apr was the max count.

Shelduck: (6457 5487 33) m
Occasional breeder and winter visitor. 1 family party noted with 6 young chicks in July. After a quiet start to
the year, autumn was good by recent standards, with decent numbers from mid Nov. Max 119 on 4" Dec.

Mandarin Duck: 2 records. 2003 & 2011

Garganey: (371 9)
Scarce visitor. A drake on 17" March (IB) was our earliest ever, previously 20" Mar 2022.

Shoveler: (327 32) n
Scarce visitor, which can occur at any time. Slightly above average. Birds seen on 21 dates across 8
months. Max 11 on 4" Jan.

Gadwall: (737 27)n

Uncommon visitor and occasional breeder. 1 pair again bred, with chicks seen on 2 dates in Jun. Whilst
birds were seen in most months, the remainder of the year was rather poor. 10 on 2" Dec was the max
count.

Wigeon: (7327 33) n
Common winter visitor. Absent from 30" Mar until 24" Jul. Max 622 on 2" Nov.
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Mallard: (1807 33) n

Breeds at several sites around the recording area. Very regular on Sandy Close Pond. Fewer in winter.
Excellent summer numbers at the Bay and Lytchett Fields peaked with a record breaking 180 on 15" Aug,
previously 123 on 14" Aug 2017.

Northern Pintail: (21 - 25)n
Scarce visitor. A much better year than 2023 with 49 bird-days on 16 dates until 315 Jan and from 23" Sep.
Max 8 on 28" Jan.

Teal: (134571 33)k

Winter visitor and passage migrant. 4 juveniles on 20" July continue our run of breeding evidence. Max 647
on 22" Sep.

Green-winged Teal: 3 records. 2000, 2016-17 & 2022.

Pochard: Scarce visitor. Recorded in 17 years since 1992. Last record 2023

Tufted Duck: (207 17 -20) n
Scarce visitor. 1 on 14™ Oct was the only record.

Scaup: 1 record. 1986.
Common Scoter:

Rare visitor. 7th record. Recorded over the Listening Station on 17" Apr at 22:30. There were lots of calls
suggesting a flock was migrating.

Goldeneye: Previously uncommon winter visitor. Now rare. Recorded in 25 years since 1992. Last record
2018.

Smew: 4 records, 1980, 1997, 2001 & 2014.

Goosander: (471 12)
Scarce visitor. A redhead was in the Bay on 17" Apr. 4 flew west up the Sherford on 30" Sep.

Red-breasted Merganser: (737 33)n
Winter visitor. Recorded on at least 52 dates until 17" Apr and from 24™ Nov. October arrivals were once
the norm. Max 6 on 10" Jan.

Ruddy Duck: 2 records, both 2001.
Grey Partridge: 1 record since 1992, in 1999.

Pheasant: n
Common resident.

Red-legged Partridge: Scarce introduced visitor. Recorded in 8 years since 1992. Last record 2023.

Nightjar: (37 25)n
Irregular breeder. A pair present at Lytchett Heath
from at least 16" May i 13™ Aug. Breeding likely. A

migrant on 21 Sep.

© lan Ballam
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Swift: (1407 33)n
Passage migrant and occasional local breeder. Recorded between 5" May i 12" Aug. Max 80 on 12" Jun.

Cuckoo: (27 32) n
Scarce visitor in spring. Another poor year with only 3 records. Singles on 27" Apr and 7" May. One in
autumn on 12" Aug was unusual.

Feral Pigeon: (- - 33)
Common resident.

Stock Dove: (1387 33) k

Common resident, increasing. Again bred in the vicinity of Lytchett Fields. The arable field proved attractive
in the first part of the year, max 70 on 21% Jan. With the change in management, the second fallow year in
a row, numbers were much lower in the second half of the year. Occasional visitor to feeders at Sandy
Close Pond.

Woodpigeon: (17,7851 33) n
Common resident and autumn migrant. Autumn movements were earlier than usual with the best
movements being in mid/late October. Max 3800 over Lytchett Bay View on 27" Oct. 1 ringed.

Turtle Dove: Once scarce, now very rare visitor. Recorded in 12 years since 1992. Last record 2023.

Collared Dove: (181 33) n
Resident. Recorded across the site on a daily basis. Max 15 at Turlin Moor on 31 Oct.

Water Rail: (67 pairsi 33) n
Common resident and winter visitor. No perceived
found 67 prs. 2 ringed

Corncrake: 1 record. 1996.
Spotted Crake: 4 records. 1983, 1992, 2014, 2016.

Moorhen: (187 33) m

Common resident. Breeds across the area but after recent increase, now declining. Bred at Lytchett Fields
(but probably only 1 pr), Old Quoins and Lytchett Bay View but generally hard to find across the recording
area.

Coot: (621 22)

Very scarce visitor, though night recording is proving that they are very frequent overhead nocturnal
migrants. The first was sound recorded on 16" Mar at the Lytchett Way listening station and on a further 12
dates in spring until 18" Apr. In autumn on 6 dates between 10" Sep & 6" Nov. There were no field
sightings this year.

Common Crane: Rare visitor, recorded in 5 years since 1992. Increasing. Last record 2023.

Little Grebe: (12-33)n
Winter visitor. Present in the Bay, and occasionally on Lytchett Fields, on many days until 2"¢ Mar and from
34 Sep. Nocturnal migrants were recorded up to 2" Apr. Max 7 on 2 dates.

Great Crested Grebe; (7 - 30) k
Increasingly frequent visitor. Seen on 56 dates, a more typical year after the surge in 2023 (at least 104
dates). Records from every month except Sep. Max 6 on 10" Aug.

Slavonian Grebe: 1 record. 1989.

Black-necked Grebe: 2 records. 1994, 2019.

12
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Stone Curlew: 1 record. 2019.

Oystercatcher: (40071 33) n

A common winter visitor and passage migrant. Turlin Fields and Turlin Shore at high tide remain the
favored locations, with fewer birds remaining in the bay to feed at low tide. Increasingly birds are seen on
Lytchett Fields, particularly in spring and summer.

Reasonable numbers again at Turlin Moor. Max 218 on 3™ Jan and 165 on 15" Oct.
Black-winged Stilt: 2 records. 2014 & 2016.

Pied Avocet: (3271 32)n

Increasingly regular winter visitor and passage migrant. Now less reliant on cold weather. Present almost
daily until 2" Apr and from 14™ Sep. Outside this period migrants noted on one day per month in May, Jun,
July & Aug. Max 212 on 17" Jan and 9" Dec.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
212 18 2 1 1 4 3 4 1 22 101 212

BN+GY(8) (FS102622) i present at Lytchett Bay on 6™ Feb 2024

It was ringed at Saline Barelle, Asserac, Loire-
Atlantique, FRANCE on 10™ Jun 2016.

It has been seen in Wareham in 2017 and returned
to France to breed in 2024.

© lan Ballam

It was ringed at Greenabella Marsh, Teeside on 24"
Jun 2014 as a pullus.

It has previously been seen at Lytchett Bay in 2018
and 2021. Also seen in Yorkshire and Essex.

© lan Ballam

Bf(AE)Y//Y (EM57724) i present at Lytchett Bay on 4™ & 18" Jan 2024.

It was ringed at Canute, Castletown Est, Cumbria on
2" Jun 2023 as a pullus.

© lan Ballam
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Yfl(64)+Y (ER93350) i was present at Lytchett Bay on 18™ & 22" Jan 2024

It was ringed Condor Green, Lancashire on 18" Jun
2021 as a pullus.

e

It was ringed at Chichester Harbour, Hampshire on
22" Jun 2024 as a pullus.

© lan Ballam

Lapwing: (300071 33)n
Formerly bred, nowanon-br eedi ng visitor in smaller numbers.
confirmed breeding 1999. Max 500 on 26" Jan.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
500 300 O 0 2 36 40 52 50 80 226 330

Golden Plover: (1607 19)

Scarce visitor, surprisingly so. 1 at Lytchett Fields with Lapwing on 26™ Dec was the only sighting. However
birds were recorded at the Listening Station on 4 nights between 12" Sep and 8™ Nov, including this lovely
recording.

https://soundcloud.com/twowls/goldenplover
1?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

Grey Plover: (1871 27) n
Scarce visitor. Recorded on 7 dates as 2023. 3 singles in May, 2 oddities on 27" Jun, 1 on 19" Aug, 1 on
39 noc-mig on 4" Nov and 2 on 7" Nov.

Ringed Plover; (507 29) n
Passage migrant, previously scarce.Li ke many wader 6s a Ibird-dapsomaB dates. e r

Spring migration 24" Mar (sound recorded) 7 4" Jun. Max 11 on 3" Jun. Autumn migration 9" Aug i 17%
Sep. Max 14 on 26™ Aug. One on 4" Dec was unusual.

Little Ringed Plover: (157 22) k
Increasingly frequent summer visitor, but this was the second poor year in a row, the worst year since
2013. The first was on 19" Mar but there were only 8 bird-days until 13th Apr, including 2 nocturnal

14



https://soundcloud.com/two-owls/golden-plover-1?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/two-owls/golden-plover-1?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

migrants, and no pairs settled. Max 2 on 20" Mar. Return passage was also poor. 9 bird-days 24™ Jun i
15" Jul, max 3 on 15t Jul.

Whimbrel: (1577 33) n
Passage migrant, most numerous in Spring. The first was on 10" Apr and spring migration lasted until 3
Jun. It was however poor with only 74 bird-days, max 10 on 27" Apr.

Autumn passage occurred between 13" Jul i 10" Oct involving at least 45 bird-days, max 4 on 2 dates.

Curlew: (1167 33)n
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Frequently seen on Lytchett Fields in small numbers.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
42 20 31 nc. 3 20 22 14 16 13 28 30

M//R+R//WR (FP45756) - present at Lytchett Bay during winter 2023/24 until at least 11" Feb, arriving back
the foIIowi season on 26" Jun 2024 and continuing until the end of the year.

It was ringed as an adult female at Strodgemoor, Burley Street,
New Forest, Hampshire, UK on 25th May 2018. The bird was
fitted with a GPS tag, but unfortunately this fell off one month
after fitting. It was seen in the Avon Valley, Hants in Mar 2019,
presumably on its way back to its breeding site. First
encountered at Lytchett Bay on 16th Sep 2018, the bird has
returned to over-wintered every year since. Many thanks to Pete
Potts for this information.

© lan Ballam

R//M+W(K1M) i was still present at Lytchett Bay on 30™ Jan 2024. It had previously been seen on 28" Oct
and 13" Nov 2023.
(XY \

It had been ringed as a pullus at Siikalatva,
Pohjois-Pohjanmaa, Oulu, FINLAND on 1% Jul
2023. This is our first recovery of a bird from that
country. Very exciting, even though it is known that
a lot of Finnish Curlews move to the UK to winter.
Many thanks to the University of Helsinki for this
information.

© lan Ballam

Bar-tailed Godwit: (1107 29) n

Scarce visitor. The second poor year in a row. Only 1 spring record i 4 on 22" Apr. In autumn singles on 5
dates between 17" Sep and 6" Nov.

Black-tailed Godwit: (124071 33) n

Common passage migrant and winter visitor. The early half of the year was surprisingly quiet except for
one day, 26" Mar, when at least 1000 were present including birds flying through. Our best count since the
record year of 1996. Autumn was much better with good numbers visiting Lytchett Fields. Max 452 on 23
Sep.

15
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Over the last 27 years colour ringed birds have proved that birds visiting Lytchett Bay breed in Iceland
(L.lislandica). Birds seen at Lytchett Bay also visit western France, Portugal, Ireland, Scotland, The
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, E England as well as many locations along the south coast. Numbers of
colour ringed birds detected in the flocks seem to be falling. Presumably ringing effort has declined as the
studies are nearing completion?

It was ringed at Axe Estuary, Seaton, Devon on 10" Nov
2013. It has previously been encountered at Lytchett
Bay in 2014, 2015, 2017, 2018, 2021, 2022 & 2023. All
recent records are from Poole Harbour.

© lan Ballam

Left leg always given first, all rings above the tibia (unless preceded by the mark //). Recently some birds
have been marked with leg flags rather than rings. Colours are:

O = Orange L = Lime (this can look very washed out in the field, approaching white)
R = Red G = Green

W = White B = Blue

Y = Yellow N = Niger

Turnstone: (97 13)
Scarce visitor. 2 singles i 9" Jul and 21t Sep.
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Red Knot: (300-487 24) n
Scarce visitor. Even worse than 2023. Only recorded on 3 dates. Singles on 15" Aug and 5™ Sep. Then 4
on 12" Nov.

Ruff: (117 29) n

Scarce visitor. Continuing the theme of a quiet wader year. Only recorded on 7 dates between 4" Sep and
19" Dec. Max 2 on first date.

Stilt Sandpiper: 1 record. 2017.

Curlew Sandpiper: (137 18) k
Scarce autumn migrant. A poor year by recent standards. 10 bird-days between 27 26" Sep. All singles.

Temmi nckds Stint. 1 record. 2014.
Sanderling: Rare visitor. Recorded in 8 years, after first record in 2015. Last record 2023.

Dunlin: (180071 12007 33) n

Regular winter visitor and passage migrant. Good flocks attracted to Lytchett Fields in the first winter
period, Max 458 on 16" Jan. No records between 27" May & 9" Jul. Numbers in the second half of the year
low, only occasionally exceeding 100.

Little Stint: (77 18) n
Scarce autumn migrant. The run of poor years across the UK continue. 1 at Lytchett Bay on 23 Sep was
the only record.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 1 record. 2017.
Pectoral Sandpiper: Rare Visitor. 4 records. 1992, 2014, 2021, 2022.

Long-billed Dowitcher: 1 record. 2020.

Woodcock: (57 23) n

Scarce but under recorded winter visitor. The number of records of this species is largely a reflection of the
effort made to see them. Nick Hopper studied Woodcock during early 2014 on behalf of The Birds of Poole
Harbour. Following transects at Lytchett Bay the estimated winter population was predicted to be 8 birds
(No more than 5 have ever been seen on one visit). Very little effort was made to survey birds at Lytchett
Fields. Only recorded on 2 dates. 3 at dusk on 12 Nov. 1 flying around allotment mid-morning on 17" Nov.
Birds have been recorded roding at nearby Holton Lee in recent years.

Jack Snipe: (6-24)n

Scarce but under recorded winter visitor. Like Woodcock, records are to a degree a reflection of birder /
survey effort as much as presence. This year, once again, there was relatively little effort. Recorded on 4
dates i 11"and 12" Jan, 27" Sep & 7™ Nov.

Snipe: (1607 1327 33)n
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Recorded until 15" Apr, returning on the 4™ Jul. Max 60 on 1t Jan and
47 on 2™ Sep.

Grey Phalarope: 3 records. 1978, 1999 & 2020.

Common Sandpiper: (187 33) n

Uncommon passage migrant. 8 bird-days in spring between 9" Apr i 13" May. Autumn passage 21 Jun i
4" Nov. 154 bird-days, max 11 on 2" Aug. 2 at Rock Lea View on 28" Nov were a surprise, at least one of
these went on to be our first wintering bird being recorded occasionally into 2025.

Green Sandpiper: (307 33)k
Common non-breeding visitor. Lytchett Fields and western most part of the Bay is the favored area.
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Present until 17" Apr and from 315t May. Max 20 on 28™ Aug. 4-5 present during both winter periods.
Lesser Yellowlegs: 1 record. 2016 -17.

Redshank: (6081 4361 33) m
Common winter visitor. One pair again raised at least 1 young at Lytchett Fields. Max 209 on 19" Oct.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
137 153 40 2 2 24 183 106 122 209 154 108

Wood Sandpiper: (57 21) n
Scarce migrant. 3 records, probably involving 2 birds, 1 over Lytchett Heath and then at Lytchett Fields on
10" Aug and another on 27" Aug also at the Fields. Neither lingered for long.

Spotted Redshank: (681 421 33)

Scarce passage migrant and scarce winter visitor. The number of individuals remains low but presence is
good and improving. 189 dates with 283 bird-days. Present until 28" Apr, Max 5 on 13" Apr. From 3" Aug
till the year end. Max 3 on several dates.

Greenshank: (4971 2717 33)n

Common non-breeding visitor. This species is enjoying a series of good years at the Bay. There were no
records between 14" May and 26™ Jun but present almost daily outside that period. Max 23 on 28" Aug.
Lytchett Fields was by far the most used habitat.
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RN+GB (DT00415) was present from the beginning of the year until at least 28" Feb 2024. It returned for
its 10th season on 3rd Jul 2024 and continued into 2025.

It was ringed as a juvenile at Seabrook,

Montrose Basin, Scotland on 29th Sep

2015. A seasoned visitor to Lytchett Bay,

it was first encountered on 4thi 12th Apr

20186, returning for the non-breeding

seasons of 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19,

2019-20, 2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23,

2023-2024. It was recorded at Steart,

Somerset in Dec 2015.
© lan Ballam
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Kittiwake: Scarce visitor. Recorded in 8 years since 1992. Last record 2023.
Bonapart grécerd Ga22. |

Black-headed Gull: (150007 33) n
A very common visitor. No significant records submitted.

TV39 (blue ring) - present at Lytchett Fields in 2" Oct 2024.

It was ringed at Stare Czarnowo,
Zachodniopomorskie, POLAND on 12" June 2022.

© lan Ballam
219E (red ring) i present at Lytchett Fields on 30" Apr 2024

It was ringed at Farlington Marshes, Hampshire on
2" Jun 2023.

© lan Ballam

It was ringed at Hose Hill Lake LNR, Berkshire on
4™ Jun 2016.

It had previously been seen at Lytchett Bay in 2019,
2020, 2021 & 2022.

© lan Ballam

Little Gull: (271 19)
Scarce visitor. Another very good year. All 5 records listed. Ad 25" Jan, 2cy 3" Mar, 2cy 5" Apr, Ad 13"
Apr, 2cy 15" Apr. Shared between Lytchett Bay and Lytchett Fields.

Mediterranean Gull: (32971 32)n

Spring and early summer visitor, occasional at other times. Assessing actual numbers in spring is very
difficult due to the number of calling birds passing overhead. Max 200 on 1%t Apr. Another decent year for
juveniles bathing at Lytchett Fields throughout Jul.
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Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
2 19 63 200 6 5 6 3 1 1 3 1

3HY5 (white ring) i present at Turlin Fields, Lytchett Bay on 17th Feb 2024.

It had previously been recorded there on 15th Mar, 9th
Apr & 22nd Apr 2023

It was ringed as an Ad on 18" May 2019 at Antwerp,
Flanders, BELGIUM.

The bird has also been observed in FRANCE &
Cornwall.

© lan Ballam
3JX5 (White ring) i present at Turlin Fields, Lytchett Bay on 17" Feb 2024.

It had previously been recorded there on 15™
Mar & 22" Apr 2023.

It was ringed as an Ad on 18" May 2019 at
Antwerp, Flanders, BELGIUM.

This bird has been seen in Dorset, Sussex
and the Isle of Wight.

© lan Ballam

Common Gull: (30007 33)n

A common winter visitor and passage migrant, especially in spring. Not recorded between 14" May and
13" Jul.

Ring-billed Gull: Rare visitor. Recorded in 10 years since 1992. Last record 2020.

Iceland Gull: Rare visitor. Recorded in 5 years since 1992. Last record 2008.

Great Black-backed Gull: (1517 33)n

Daily visitor throughout the year in small numbers, usually single figures. The max count for the site of 151

was way back in 2003 when Corfe Mullen Tip was in its hey-day. 24 on 22" Oct was the biggest count of
the year.

Herring Gull: (25007 32) n
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Numbers
tip attracted large numbers of gulls to the wider area. Max 360 on 1%t Oct.

Herring Gull x Lesser Black-backed Gull hybrid:
The bird first seen in Dec 2020 finally moved on during late 2023 and was not seen this year.

American Herring Gull: 1 record. 2002.

Yellow leqged Gull: (657 32),

Increasingly uncommon visitor. As feared the decline of records of this species at the Bay appears terminal.
Recorded on only 4 dates. Ad on 2™ Feb, 2 Ad on 11" Mar, Ad on 24" Jul and 1cy on 6™ Oct. The worst
year since 1992 when there were none!
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hree of our commonest raptors. Sparrowhawk and Osprey ©Mark Wright. Kestrel ©John Thorpe. Marsh Harrier has probably ascended to top spot with Common Buzzard dropping down the
ranking.
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Lesser Black backed Gull: (21287 33) n

Uncommon passage migrant and uncommon winter visitor. Numbers are much lower now than they were in
t he 90 6 s /when upltoy2000 &duld occur associated with Corfe Mullen Tip. Another very poor year.
Whilst present on most visits, 10 on 8" Aug was the max count.

Lesser Black-backed Gull (L.f.intermedius): Scarce visitor. Last record 2023.

Sandwich Tern: (147 33) k
Summer visitor. 95 bird-days on 48 dates between 9" Apri 11" Nov. Max 8 on 27" Sep.

Little Tern: (107 8)
Rare visitor. 1 on Lytchett Fields on the 2" Sep (SR, IB)

Common Tern: (267 33)n

Uncommon summer visitor. 72 bird-days
recorded on 37 dates between 29" May i
30" Sep (latest ever, previously 26" Sep
2013). Max 19 on 2" Sep. Records mainly in
the Bay, though the flock of 19 was on
Lytchett Fields. Another good year.

© lan Ballam

Arctic Tern: Rare visitor. Recorded in 4 years since 1992. Last record 2020.

Forster Isi 2fer n:

Last vy e aisitdr spenstheavinter in Brittany, France. In spring it returned to Poole Harbour and was
seen from 30" Mar until 8" May at various locations. On the afternoon of 17" Apr it flew through the Bay
and up the Sherford (MB). Remarkably photos then confirmed that the same bird was present in County
Louth, Ireland throughout July. On 30" Sep & 1%t Oct it was back, this time at Holes Bay, before returning to
Brittany once again. We now wait with hope that we might see it again in 2025.

Black Tern: Rare visitor. Recorded in 4 years since 1992. Last record 2022.
Arctic Skua: 1 record. 2011.

Common Guillemot: 1 record. 2021.

Red-throated Diver: 4 records. 1985, 1998, 2011 & 2013.

Black-throated Diver: 1 record. 1977.

Great Northern Diver: Rare visitor. 8 records. Last record 2023

Black Stork: 1 record. 2011
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White Stork: Rare visitor, now helped by reintroduction scheme. 1 record. 2021.

Cormorant: (50071 33) k
Daily visitor. Large feeding flocks now occur frequently in autumn. Max 300 on 30" Oct.

Glossy Ibis: Rare Visitor. Recorded in 4 years since 1992. Last record 2022.

Spoonbill: (257 15) n
Increasingly frequent visitor. Records on 33 dates. 38 bird-days to 27" Feb, Max 10. 85 bird-days from 5%
Aug to year end. Max 15 on 2 dates in Dec.

B(AE)+W(AE) was present on 8" Jan 2024.

It was ringed as a pullus at Schiermonnikoog,
NETHERLANDS on 19th Jul 2006, and is now 18
years old! A familiar visitor to Lytchett Bay, it has
previously been encountered in 2013, 2015,
2017, 2018, 2020, 2021, 2022 & 2023. The bird
commutes back and forth between SW England
and the Netherlands where it was again recorded
breeding at its place of hatching in 2023. In
previous years, the bird has also been seen en
route at Somme, FRANCE during late Sept and
Oct.

© lan Ballam
YmB+YGYfl i was present in Lytchett Bay on 8" Jan 2024.

It was ringed Onderdijk, Vooroever,
NETHERLANDS on 12" May 2024.

It has previously visited the Bay in 2017.

© Fraser Hockey

Bittern: Rare visitor. Recorded in 7 years since 1992. Last record 2020

Cattle Egret: (2471 11) k
Increasingly frequent visitor. 60 bird-days on 14 dates. Max 24 on 5" Oct (IB) was a new record count

(previously 9 on 26" Nov 2023).
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Grey Heron: (137 33)n
Daily visitor in small numbers. Max 5 on 30" Aug.

Purple Heron: 2 records. 1992 & 1994

Great White Egret: (77 12) k

Uncommon but increasing visitor. Recorded on 29 dates, al most doubl e | a&t2oyear 0

several dates.

Little Egret: (6771 32)n
Daily visitor. The largest counts occur in the early morning or late afternoon when birds arrive from or
prepare to set off to roost. Max 33 on 25" Aug.

Osprey: (57 32)n
Annual passage migrant. Recorded on at least 68 dates. The Poole Harbour pair fledged 4 young.

Our first was on 23 Mar. At least 5 were seen on several dates in Aug. These were migrants and not the
locally bred birds.Qui t e how many individuals were seen on
good few more than 5.

The last record of the year was 27" Oct.
Honey-buzzard: Rare visitor. 11 records in 8 years since 1992. Last record 2022.
Sparrowhawk: (47 33)n

Uncommon. Recorded on at least 75 dates throughout the year. Again, a bird carrying food in Jun
suggested local breeding.

Goshawk: (17 7)
Increasing visitor. 6 records.

11" Feb, 15" Feb (juv), 23™ Feb, 25" Mar, 27" Jul (Ad), 15" Aug. All from the western side of the recording
area.

Marsh Harrier: (617 32) k

Increasingly regular visitor. Probably our most frequently recorded raptor. Noted on at least 161 dates.
Recorded in every month of the year. Max 4 on 7"" Nov. 1 or 2 roosted occasionally at both ends of the
year.

Hen Harrier: (27 32)n

S

orn

Irregular Visitor. Recorded on at least 22 dates,s i mi | ar to 20236s recHspit year ,

between grey males and ringtails. Recorded on 13 dates between Jan and 17" Mar and then 8 dates from
10" Dec to year end. 2 were seen on 2 dates, a grey male and a ringtail on each.

Montagubs Harrier: 2 records. 1995 & 2017

Red Kite: (2971 19) k
Scarce migrant, increasingly expected on spring migration. A poor year with records on only 12 dates
between 25" Feb & 15t Jun. Max 4 on 215 Apr.

White-tailed Eagle: (371 4)

Scarce wanderer from Isle of Wight reintroduction scheme. The following news release was made by the
project in Nov 2024. Al t i s n otaled Eagledrojgceam the Islesof Wighte
in partnership with Forestry England. In that time we have released a total of 37 young eagles and the
project reached a major milestone last year when a pair of translocated birds, G405 and G471, reared a
chick for the first time. Two further chicks fledged from the same site this year and three other territorial
pairs are now established in southern England, including on the Isle of Wight and at Poole Harbour in
Dorset.ohttps://www.roydennis.org/category/latest-news/
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Recorded on 25 dates. Max 3 on 31% Dec. Rock Lea View is a prime eagle watching location.
Rough-legged Buzzard: 1 record. 2005.

Common Buzzard: (157 33)n

For 30 years we have commented that this is the commonest raptor in the area. However this year at times

it was rather hard to find and wasnodot seen anything
Harrier. ltés too early to say if something has® cha
Mar.

Barn Owl: (27 23)

Bred at Frenchdéds Farm until 2009. Shortly after thi
been hard to see. One along the A35 on 21 Jul was the only sighting of the year. Nocturnal sound

monitoring at our Listening Station recorded them on 7 dates in spring and 15 dates in autumn confirming

that there are birds in the area but that they are strictly nocturnal.

Little Owl: Previously resident breeder. Now very rare. Recorded in 12 years since 1992. Last record 2003.
Short Eared Owl: Scarce visitor. Recorded in 9 years since 1992. Last record 2022.

Tawny Owl: (2/3 territories T 33) n

Uncommon resident. Heard occasionally throughout the year from 3 locations. Successful breeding thought

likely but not proven.

Hoopoe: Rare visitor. Recorded in 4 years since 1992. Last record 2021.

Kingfisher: (57 33) n

Passage migrant and uncommon, but frequently seen, winter visitor. Almost certainly bred again this year
on the Sherford with frequent records in May and Jun. 5 ringed.

Wryneck: Rare visitor. Recorded in 6 years since 1992. Last record 2023.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: Scarce visitor. Recorded in 11 years since 1992. Last record 2021.

Great Spotted Woodpecker: k
Breeding Resident. Seen regularly in most parts of the Bay. Drumming heard in most areas during spring.

Green Woodpecker: ,

Declining catastrophically. Last year we wr ot We nbtiee this dhangean2024 gut nieverx t
expected it to be so quick or severe. This species has gone from uncommon breeder to locally very rare in

the space of 3 years. We thought that 17 dates in 2022 was poor but in 2023 we only have two records!

Singles on 27" Mar & 15t Jun. Will 2023 be our first ever blank year?0

The good news is that it was n@unégl.on2WUDec anchl oy 26" Des.t . 3

This decline is being noticed across Dorset, where it is confirmed by the sharp decline in records within
complete lists on Bird Track, and some other parts of the UK. The reasons are at this stage unclear with
various ideas coming forward. We wait and monitor with interest.

Kestrel: (37 33)n
Uncommon resident. Recorded on at least 36 dates (probably under recorded). Scarce in the first part of
the year but more frequently recorded from August onwards.

Merlin: (27 29) n

Scarce visitor. As 2023, recorded on only 6 dates. 11" Mar, 13" & 25" Oct, 3" & 18" Nov and 2" Dec. All
singles. The best year was 2020 with birds seen on 27 dates.
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Hobby; (47 31)n
Irregular summer visitor. Singles recorded on 11 dates between 13" Apri 17" Sep. Almost identical to
2022 & 2023 and a relatively poor showing compared to the average.

Peregrine: (37 32)n

Frequent visitor. Noted on at least 35 dates. A noticeable gap in records from late Mar to early Jul.
Probably as result of the disappearance of the Poole breeding pair due to bird flu.

Ring-necked Parakeet: 3 records. 1993, 2002 & 2020

Red-backed Shrike:

2" record. A long awaited bird. A juv showed very well at Lytchett Fields on 15" - 17" Sep (IB). Thanks to
wardening by lan, of this otherwise private part of the reserve, many people were able to enjoy its visit. The
bird was in the same field as | ast year 6and@wlélmte Gr e
been Abird of the year o was it not38)fThelastavagon k1R JuneA me r
1988 at Lytchett Heath.

e z
Red-backed Shrike captured by its finder ©lan Ballam and in flight ©Peter Corbin

Great Grey Shrike: 1 record. 2023.
Woodchat Shrike: 1 record. 2011.
Golden Oriole: 1 record. 1993.

Jay: (207 33)n
Resident. Regularly seen throughout the year but most often in autumn.

Magpie: n
Common Resident.

Jackdaw: (14007 33)n

Resident. Recorded throughout the year. A record year. As reported in 2023, in autumn & winter a strong
flight at the beginning and end of the day was noted flying towards and from a roost in Holes Bay. This was
even bigger this year. Max 1400 on 27" Oct, previous record 750 on 15t Nov 2023.

Rook: (18571 33) k

Breeds on edge of recording area. The Watery Lane colony was not counted this year. (111 25 nests 2010
i 2023).

Carrion Crow: (1007 33)n

Common Resident. Breeds widely across the area.

Raven: (157 30)n
Uncommon. Recorded throughout the year, in particular during autumn.
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Waxwing: (207 5)

Rare visitor. The big British influx took its time to reach Dorset and never really materialized in the scale
that was anticipated. However we did get one of the earliest birds. A single, briefly in Slough Lane on 15"
Jan (PC). Our first record since 2013. 8 appeared later in the month just outside the recording area and
satisfied everyoneds appetite.

N .I"
A
Rt o o
Feo

Sadly for several local I|isters this yearo6s bird

Coal Tit: k
Uncommon resident, increasing. Recorded from most sites across the calendar. 6 ringed.

Marsh Tit: (17 8)
Rare visitor. 1 was in the hedge near the feeding station at Lytchett Fields on 16™ Jan.

Willow Tit: 2 records. 1982 & 1998.

Blue Tit: n
Common resident. 74 ringed.

AXL6085 i An adult ringed on 7" Nov 2020 at Lytchett Bay was photographed 1224 days later in Poole on
15" Mar 2024. A movement of 7km. The bird was therefore at least 5 years old. The oldest recorded is 9
yrs 8 mnths.

Great Tit: n
Common resident. 32 ringed.

Penduline Tit: 2 records. 1998 & 2015.
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Bearded Tit: (407 33)k

Scarce breeder and uncommon
passage migrant. The survey in
2019 found at least 4, and
possibly 8, pairs east of The
Sherford. Bred successfully and
lots of juveniles amongst 20 birds
seen on 13™ Jul, the max count of
the year. 12 ringed.

Juvenile Bearded Tit © lan Ballam

Woodlark: (15 - 21)

Previous winter visitor. Now scarce migrant. First record since 2021. A bird was heard singing on the
western side of The Sherford at Holton Lee from Lytchett Fields on 215 Mar. This species had previously
disappeared from Holton Lee presumably due to disturbance. Now that the site is now largely closed to the
public it appears that they have returned.

Skylark: (781 - 33) n

Scarce breeder and passage migrant. A singing male was recorded in Mar - Jun with 3 birds seen in Jun,
suggesting that they bred successfully. Rather scarce in each winter period, Max 4. Autumn passage was
very weak with no counts greater than 5.

Sand Martin: (50007 33) m
Common passage migrant. Recorded from 17" Mar until 28" Sep. Numbers were poor throughout, not
exceeding 25 on any one day.

Swallow: (10750+71 33) n
Common passage migrant, breeds at French& Farm. Recorded from 26" Mar until 8" Nov. Spring
migration was unremarkable. Autumn migration was decent. Max 650 on 21t Sep. 5 ringed.

Red-rumped Swallow: 1 record. 2023.
House Martin: (18007 33) n

Common passage migrant, breeding colony on edge of recording area at Watery Lane. Present from 30"
Mar until 8" Oct. Max 250 on 21t Sep.

The colony at Watery Lane continued spread into Seaview Road and has extended into Slough Lane /
Beach Road thanks to the provision of nest boxes. The newly installed House Martin nest tower attracted
some interest when sound lures were played but no breeding occurred.

No of House Martin nests at the Watery Lane colony 2010 7 2024. No of nest collapsed or destroyed in
brackets.

2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024

8 | 13 | 2 4 ? 7 | 10 | 18 | 17 | 12 | 18 | 11 | 10 | 20 | 22
(| @ | © | @ @ 1@ 16 1@ 60160160160
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Cetti's Warbler: (11 malesi 32)n

Breeding resident. Despite this species rapid
and continuing expansion across the UK it
continues to struggle at Lytchett Bay. Sika
deer grazing seems to be limiting habitat with
low scrub being browsed out or severely
disturbed. Singing birds were found at only 4
locations around the recording area and again
some of these were quite sporadic. At this
species peak in 2005 & 2015 it occupied 7
locations with up to 11 singing birds. 15
ringed.

= N
Lt B «
25N

- R " Juvenile Cettidos Warbler

Long tailed Tit: k
Common resident. Regularly recorded from most sites at the Bay. 28 ringed.

Wood Warbler: 2 records. 1998 & 2013

Yellow-browed Warbler: (17 9)

Rare visitor. A very good year in the UK, probably
the best since at least 2020. One finally made its
way to Lytchett Heath and was ringed on 7"" Nov
(ANG, SR et al).

© Shaun Robson

Willow Warbler: (607 33) n

Passage migrant. This species has been lost as a regular breeder. Recorded between 20" Mar & 4" Oct.
One in mid Jun at Lytchett Heath was unusual nowadays but there was no proof of breeding. Autumn was
reasonable. Max 41 on 4" Aug. 100 ringed.

Chiffchaff: (14271 33) k
Breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. No breeding survey was undertaken but the population
seemed stable at 7 1 10 territories east of the Sherford found in 2019.
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A good series of winter records with 3 birds at Rock Lea View throughout Jan & Feb. The first definite
wintering here, odd given the permanent existence of the water treatment plant.

15 on 15™ Mar was the start of spring migration. The measurement of autumn migration is influenced by the
reduced ringing effort. This was a good year. Max 138 at Lytchett Heath on 28™ Sep. Wintering birds noted
at several sites in Dec. 276 ringed.

HYJ260 i A 1cy ringed at Kessingland, Suffolk on 30™ Aug 2024 was controlled at Lytchett Bay 29 days
later on 28™ Sep 2024. A SW movement of 320km.

Siberian Chiffchaff: Rare visitor. 14 records in 10 years. Last record 2022.
Aquatic Warbler: Rare visitor. 10 records involving 12 individuals. Last record 2022
Sedge Warbler: (2197 33) n

Passage migrant. Another poor spring. 8 recorded on only 7 dates between 17" Apr & 20" May. Autumn
passage commenced on 20" Jul and continuing to 25" Sep. Max 129 on 4" Aug. 294 ringed.

The Devon bird below is remarkable in being at least 7 years old. The oldest recorded is 8 yrs and 8
months.

S391617 7 An adult ringed on 25th Jul 2018 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 2094 days later at Slapton Ley
Devon on 18™ Apr 2024. A SW movement of 137km.

99921997 A 1cy ringed on 15" Aug 2022 at Reserve du Massereau, Frossay, Loire Atlantique, FRANCE
was controlled 733 days later at Lytchett Bay on 17" Aug 2024. A N movement of 385km.

ABX6102 1 A lcy ringed on 28™ Jul 2023 at Lytchett bay was re-trapped 375 days later at Chenal, Chenac-
Saint-Seurin-d'Uzet, Charente-Maritime, FRANCE on 6™ Aug 2024. A S movement of 608km.

AJZ1994 1 A 1cy ringed on 25" Aug 2024 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 10 days later at Tour aux
Moutons, Donges, Loire-Atlantique, FRANCE on 4" Sep2024. A S movement of 380km.

AJZ1935 - a 1cy ringed on 17" Aug 2024 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 8 days later at Tour aux
Moutons, Donges, Loire-Atlantique, FRANCE on 25" Aug 2024. A S movement of 380km.

AYR4795 1 a lcy ringed on 6™ Aug 2022 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 730 days later at Reserve du
Massereau, Frossay, Loire Atlantique, FRANCE on 5" Aug 2024. A S movement of 385km.

AJZ1734 - A 1cy ringed on 4™ Aug 2024 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 6 days later at RNR Des Marais
de la Taute Marais de Cap, Montmartin-en-Graines, Manche, FRANCE on 10" Aug 2024. A SSE
movement of 173km.

Reed Warbler: (107 malesi 33) n
Common summer visitor. Present between 7" Apr and 7" Nov. 107 singing males were recorded in a full
survey in 2019. 151 ringed.

AYL6795 i a lcy ringed on 18" Aug 2022 at Rostherne Mere, Cheshire was controlled 730 days later at
Lytchett Bay on 17" Aug 2024. A S movement of 293km.

BAE12107i a pullus ringed on 4™ Jul 2024 at Mockbeggar Lake, Hampshire was controlled 52 days later at
Lytchett bay on 25" Aug. A SW movement of 25km.

Melodious Warbler: 1 record. 2015
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Grasshopper Warbler: (3371 26) n
Passage migrant, predominantly in autumn. Under recorded. Bred in 1986.

No spring records. 30 between 2" Aug & 22" Sep. All ringed except one field record at Lytchett Fields on
last date. Max 9 on 25" Aug. 29 ringed.

Blackcap: (7571 33) k
Passage migrant, summer visitor and scarce winter visitor. No breeding survey undertaken but population
felt stable at 14 - 18 territories found in 2019.

Seen regularly at Sandy Close Pond, Lytchett Way and Lytchett Fields in the first two months. Max 5 on 1%
Jan.

Spring migration almost undetectable. The first quiet autumn for a while. Max 11 on 28" Sep. 41 ringed.
Occasional sightings in second winter period.

173676001 a 1cy ringed on 28™ Sep 2023 at Oorderen, Antwerpen, BELGIUM was controlled 17 days later
at Lytchett Bay on 15" Oct 2023. A W movement of 432km and presumably a continental bird arriving here
for the winter?

Garden Warbler: (77 31)n
Scarce passage migrant. 2 in spring, singles 24" & 27" Apr. 9 bird-days in autumn between 4" Aug i 12%
Sep. Max 4 on 10™ Aug. 7 ringed.

Lesser Whitethroat: (37 30) n
Scarce passage migrant, which occasionally breeds or holds territory.

Another thin year. Singles on 22" Apr, 121" Jun, 17" Aug & 12™ Sep. 1 ringed.

Whitethroat: (187 31)n
Uncommon passage migrant. Bred in 2013. 6 bird-days in spring between 19" Apri 15" May. In autumn, 8
bird-days between 8" Aug i 6™ Sep. All singles. 30 plus bird-days is more typical, a dreadful year. 3 ringed.

Dartford Warbler: (2 pairsi 31)
1 pair present at Lytchett Heath, bred successfully. 1 ringed.

Firecrest: (97 21) k

Recent colonist, previously
scarce migrant. Present
throughout the year and
recorded from all parts of the
Bay. Thought that 1, or may-be
2, pairs bred. 2 ringed.

What thrill it is to encounter these birds
on a regular basis © lan Ballam




Goldcrest: (271 33) n

Passage migrant, which occasionally breeds. Only one breeding season record this year but might be

under recorded. Autumn migration was typical with widespread records of up to 6 on any one date at one

location. 20 ringed.

Wren: n
Common resident. 12 ringed.

Nuthatch: n

Uncommon. Seen occasionally throughout the year from sites stretching from Lytchett Fields to Sandy

Close Pond, seen frequently in the summer and autumn. 3 ringed.

Treecreeper: n

Scarce resident. Recorded occasionally across the year from Lytchett Way to Kingsbridge. Probably breeds

but the population is obviously small. 1 at Turlin Moor on 1% Oct was probably our first record there.

Rose-coloured Starling. 1 record. 2008.

Starling: (350007 560071 33)n

Common resident. A flock of 142 on 1% Jul contained approx. 80% juveniles suggesting a good breeding
season. 500 were present in a pre-roost on 2" Dec. 2 ringed

LL58843 i An adult ringed on 18™ Jul 2022 at Lytchett Bay was killed by a cat 666 days later in Hamworthy

on 14™ Apr 2024.

Song Thrush: (125671 33) n

Breeding resident and passage
migrant. Estimated population 11
pairs. No diurnal migration witnessed,
though the Listening Station
evidenced migration in both spring
and autumn. Max 85 calls on 17"/18™
Mar. 13 ringed.

This species now starts so sing in December,
this feels like recent behavioral change? ©
Shaun Robson

Mistle Thrush: (60-207 33)n
Uncommonresident. Anot her

Redwing: (100071 51471 33)n

species

for
recorded on 15 dates to the best of our knowledge! The worst year on record by some margin.

whi

ch

t his

y e Only s

Winter visitor and passage migrant. Recorded until 12" Apr and from 3" Oct (both noc-mig).

Small numbers around Lytchett Fields in the first two months, max 20 on 3™ Feb. Noc-mig recordings were

frequent at Lytchett Way Listening Station, peaking with 93 calls on 14™"/15" Mar.
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Diurnal migration in Oct - Nov was quite strong with movements noted on 7 mornings . Max 227 at Lytchett
Bay View on 315 Oct.

A very good noc-mig migration was recorded. Nick Hull has prepared this informative graph comparing
autumn migration of Redwing and Song Thrush.
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24 ringed.

Blackbird: (457 33) n
Common Resident. No significant records submitted. 10 ringed.

Fieldfare: (5591 33) m

Uncommon winter visitor. Seen on three dates early in the year, 15 on 15t Jan 2 on 17" Jan & 1 on 2™ Feb.
Sound-recorded on 17" Mar. The first of autumn was 21 on 3 Nov. After which recorded on at least 6
dates in fewer numbers.

Ring Ouzel: Scarce migrant. Recorded in 14 years since 1992. Last record 2023.
Spotted Flycatcher: (87 67 33)n

Passage migrant, previously bred. In spring singles on 8" & 25" May. Only 10 bird-days in autumn between
215 Aug & 29" Sep. Max 3 on 17%,

Robin: n
Common resident. 25 ringed.

Bluethroat: 2 records. 1971 & 2015.

Nightingale: 3 records. 1970, 1991 & 2012.

Pied Flycatcher: (1 - 14)

Scarce migrant. 3 records, making it the best year since at least 1992. 1 at Lytchett Bay View on 15" Aug,

1 ringed at Lytchett Heath on 17" Aug (the first to be ringed since 1990) and one seen at the same site on
8" Sep.

Black Redstart: (27 9)
Rare visitor. 2 at Sandy Close Pond on 29" Oct showed well throughout the afternoon (SR et al). The first
multiple occurrence.
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Pied Flycatcher, Lytchett Bay View & male Black Redstart, Sandy Close Pond. © Shaun Robson

Common Redstart: (27 27) n
Scarce migrant. 2 singles, both in spring i 13" & 27" Apr.

Whinchat: (117 31)n
Scarce passage migrant. The best spring fall since at least 1992. 8 were present on 27" Apr with 3 the
following day. 19 bird-days in autumn between 28" Aug i 3 Oct. Max 2 on several dates.

Stonechat: (237 33)k

Returning breeding resident (7 pairs in 2002). We
never understood why this species disappeared as a
breeding species in 2006
why they are coming back. After a gap of 12 years,
they bred again in 2018 and each year since. One
pair raised 2 broods.

Present in every month of the year and recorded at

a wide range of sites around the bay. Max 13 in
autumn on 2 dates in Oct. 2 ringed.

Juvenile Stonechat © lan Ballam

AYR34771 A 1cy female ringed on 8™ Oct 2021 at Lytchett Bay was photographed at the same site 860
days later on 15" Feb 2024.

Northern Wheatear: (3971 33)n
Uncommon passage migrant. Almost every record of this species occurs in the north-west of the recording
area where their preferred short grass habitat has declined in recent years.

25 bird-days in spring from 20" Mar i 3" Jun. Max 6 on 28" Apr.
4 bird-days between 26" Aug i 5" Sep. All singles. The poorest autumn on record.

Tree Sparrow: 2 records. 1981 & 1995
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House Sparrow: (101++7 33)n
Resident. Usually recorded around the urban fringe, seems to be doing well in many areas around the Bay.
Mx 50 at Turlin Moor on 23 Jul. 7 ringed.

Dunnock: n
Common resident. 9 ringed.

Yellow Wagtail: (1507 33) n
Uncommon passage migrant. 3 singles in spring between 16" Apr i 5" May. Autumn migration was even
worse than last year with only 45 bird-days between 5" Aug i 19" Sep. Max 25 on 6" Sep.

Blue-headed Wagtail: 4 records. 1983, 2013 (2) & 2014

Grey Wagtail: (157 33)n
Winter visitor, passage migrant and occasional breeder. 1 pair raised at least 1 brood at the Water Works.

Pied Wagtail: (65071 33) n
Recorded throughout the year, common in autumn. The second very poor year in a row. Very few
anywhere at any time. The Lytchett Heath roost eventually appeared briefly in Nov with max 160 on 4", 3

ringed.

Meadow Pipit: (4607 33) n
Historic breeder, now common passage migrant and uncommon winter visitor. Max 226 on 17" Sep. 58
ringed.

BVE2156 1 A 1cy ringed on 3™ Sep 2024 at Seal Houses, North Yorkshire was controlled 47 days later at
Lytchett Bay on 21 Oct 2024. A S movement of 413km.

Tree Pipit: (187 29) n

Scarce passage migrant, rare in spring. 1 noc-mig on 12" Apr & 1 on 15" Apr. Autumn was very poor i a
theme among many migrant passerines this year. 1 on 25" Aug, 12" & 29" Sep plus 3 noc-mig birds in the
same period. 1 ringed.

Water Pipit: (207 27) n

Uncommon winter visitor. Records have returned to previous levels since the creation of Lytchett Fields. A
30% decrease in records cp 2023. Recorded on at least 37 dates (likely that birds were present throughout
the winter). Present until 15t Apr, Max 5 on 7" Feb. The first returning bird was on 23 Oct but the second
period was rather poor. Max 2 on several dates.

Our APipitryo mdivadals anged ano ooloyr markedas part of a national project. A total of
23 birds have now been colour-marked at Lytchett Bay since Nov 2020. No marked birds were seen in the
field this year.

An excellent article in British Birds in Jan 25, Vol 118 by Adam Rowlands presents evidence that Water
Pipits roost exclusively in typha (Typha latifolia) in Suffolk. This opens up a whole new line of enquiry for
our work on Water Pipits at Lytchett Bay and the wider Poole Harbour area. We thank Adam for introducing
us to the word APipitryo to describe our pursuit.

Scandinavian Rock Pipit: (507 33)n

Common winter visitor. All Rock Pipits at Lytchett Bay are considered to be from Scandinavia of the race
littoralis. Recorded until 3 Mar and from 5™ Oct. The autumn was again very wet everywhere and it can
only be concluded that birds were thinly spread across a wide area rather than being concentrated in the
historically favoured locations. Max 8 on 18" Jan at Turlin Moor and 5 on 5" Nov. 1 ringed and colour
marked.

A white ringed bird was seen in the field 28" Jan but the details could not be read.
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Chaffinch: (45071 33) n
Breeding resident and winter visitor. Max 35 on 16" Jan around the arable field. 3 ringed.

Brambling: Scarce winter visitor. Recorded in 28 years since 1992. Last record 2023.

Hawfinch: (27 7)

Rare visitor. The UK experienced another autumn influx. Not as big as the 2017 irruption but impressive
nonetheless. Our little slice of this included 1 over Rock Lea View on 25" Oct (IB) and 2 over Lytchett Bay
View on 8" Nov (SR). Noc-mig recorded on 4%"/5", 5t/6™" and 7!/8™ Nov involving as many as 8 birds!

Bullfinch: (207 33) m
Uncommon, in decline after an increase earlier in the century. A much better year than 2023. Recorded on
at least 31 dates. Max 5 on 22" Oct.

Greenfinch: (607 33)n

Uncommon breeding resident, which has declined due to on-going Trichomoniasis disease in the
population. This arrived in late summer 2006 and has had a severe impact on English Greenfinch
populations. Mostly seen in winter but bred widely in small numbers. Feeders at Lytchett Fields attracted up
to 35 in Dec. Otherwise 12 at Turlin Moor on 17" Feb.

Twite: 1 record. 1983.

Linnet: (4757 33)n

Uncommon breeding resident. The arable field again proved attractive in the first winter period. Max 300 on
10" Mar. The field was left fallow all year and its interest to this species declined in the second period. Max
only 8 in Dec.

Lesser Redpoll: (407 27)n
Scarce passage migrant. Dreadful year. 12 bird-days on 10 dates.

AJZ12007 A 1cy ringed on 31% Oct 2023 at Lytchett Bay was re-trapped 170 days later at Middle Hope,
Somerset. A NW movement of 98km.

Siskin in typical acrobatic feeding action on Alder fruits The Redpoll s were fearmatthatiy
© Pete Corbin made any difference to us. Lesser Redpoll is our only

representative © Daniel Nash

Crossbill: (217 18)
Scarce passage migrant. 2 over on 4" May was the only record.

Goldfinch: (1207 33) n
Common breeding resident and passage migrant. Notable counts included 73 at Lytchett Fields on 3" Sep
and 40 at Lytchett Way on 30" Dec.

Siskin: (28071 30) n
Uncommon resident. Recorded throughout the year in very small numbers. No count greater than 5.
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Lapland Bunting: 2 records. 2006 & 2015.

Snow Bunting: 1 record. 1993.

Yellowhammer: Extinct breeding species. Recorded in 21 years since 1992. Last record 2023.
Ortolan Bunting: 2 records. 2018 & 2021.

Reed Bunting: (11071 33) n
Breeding resident, c23 prs found in 2019 survey. Regularly encountered throughout the year. 34 ringed.

Dark-eyed Junco:

First record. The 4™ for Dorset and 60" in the UK. Completely unexpected and unpredicted, this North
American passerine was bird of the year. A male visited a garden on Slough Lane on 11" 1 12" Nov (WS,
JS). Sadly by the time the bird was identified it had moved on. Hopes that it may turn up at the allotments
or the local feeding station were unfulfilled. (See finders account on page 39) *subject to acceptance by
BBRC.

© Wendy Sargeant

Cateqgory E species:

Bar-headed Goose: 1 was photographed in the Bay on 23™ Apr (PC)

Red-breasted Goose: 1 record 2020.
Great Bustard: 1 record 2014. Wiltshire reintroduction project.

Records received from: I.Ballam (IB), J Blunt, M Brooks (MB), M Buglar, A.Collyer, A.Copland, P.Corbin
(PC), T.Elborn, D.Foster, T.Furnell, R.Gifford, R.Goad, A.N. Gould (ANG), P.V.Harvey M&L Highfield,
F.Hockey, J.Hull, N.Hull, S.Isherwood-Harris, P.Kirby, I.M.Lewis, P.Morton, D Nash, G.Owen, R.Pitts,
S.Robson (SR), J Sargeant (JS), W Sargeant (WS), S.F.Smith, R.Stephenson, A Stobart, W. Stobart,
P.Sutton, P.Swann, A.Taylor, J. Westacott, D.White, M.Wood, L.Woodford. With additional information from
Bird Track, e-Bird, Birds of Poole Harbour and the Dorset Bird Club. Apologies for any omissions.
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Appendix 17 Finders accounts
Dark-eyed Junco i 11" & 12" November 2024 i Wendy & Jeff Sargeant per Shaun Robson

At around 13:20 on 11th November 2024, Wendy and Jeff Sargeant noticed an unusual small bird on their
bird table in their back garden in Slough Lane, Upton. The bird returned on at least three occasions during
the afternoon. WS used her mobile phone to photograph the bird through the living room glass on each
occasion. It was last seen at 15:14. JS noticed that the bird had white outer tail feathers which it fanned
occasionally leading to WS to wonder if it was some sort of wagtail?

The following morning, 12/11/2024, the bird returned for two visits at around 11am.
It was not seen subsequently.

WS & JS are not birdwatchers but they have an interest in birds and regularly walk down Slough Lane to
the RSPB Lytchett Fields reserve. Here they regularly bump into the warden Shaun Robson and his
colleague volunteer lan Ballam.

They were intrigued by their mystery visitor which they had never seen before and when they finally
bumped into IB on the afternoon of 15/11/2024 they showed him two pictures on the back of the phone. IB
immediately suspected that the bird was a male Dark-eyed Junco but due the poor quality of the photo and
the light on the screen he could not be 100%. He took a photo of the photo using his phone and Whats
app6d iforasecond Spiion.

SR didnét pi
n

ick up the message for 40 minutes or
t he Sargeant 6s t h

at eir house.

WS had 9 photos on her phone and these clearly showed that the bird was indeed a Dark-eyed Junco of
the Slate-coloured form. WS emailed the original 9 photos to SR. WS & GS showed SR the feeders where
the bird was seen, just outside the back window. WS said that each time the bird arrived it came in quickly,
fed and then left. It was chased off by a Robin on at least one occasion. JS said that the white in the talil
caught his eye and he was struck by this.

The bird was in a private back garden with no access, it backs on to woodland, again with no access. The
allotment opposite and local areas were searched frequently over the following days but alas the bird was
not seen again.

A gripping and totally unexpected first for the Lytchett Bay recording area.
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Appendix 21 Bird ringing at Lytchett Bay 2024

Species Name

Woodpigeon
Water Rail
Kingfisher

Coal Tit

Blue Tit

Great Tit
Bearded Tit
Swallow
CettisWarbler
Longtailed Tit
Yellowbrowed Warbler
Willow Warbler
Chiffchaff
Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Grasshopper Warbler
Blackcap
Garden Warbler
LesseWhitethroat
Whitethroat
Dartford Warbler
Firecrest
Goldcrest

Wren

Nuthatch
Starling

Song Thrush
Redwing
Blackbird

Robin

Pied Flycatcher
Stonechat
House Sparrow
Dunnock

Pied Wagtail
Meadow Pipit
Tree Pipit
Water Pipit
Rock Pipit
Chaffinch

Reed Bunting

Total

New

1316
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Lytchett Bay 2024
Non-avian Wildlife Report

Lunar Hornet Moth Marbled Yellow Pearl Crabro scutellatus
Male Adder © Nick Hull Marbled White
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Introduction

As always, recording the wildlife within the Lytchett Bay recording area has

continued as normal, though there have been fewer people reporting sightings

this year.

This year | 6ve added 1,240 records to the
with records coming from most areas around the Lytchett Bay. Of the 447

species 43 species have designations of one kind or other.

I f you havendét submitted your sightings b
can email me Nick Hull at nickh4142@gmail.com or you can post sightings

and photographs on the Lytchett Bay Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2469123376495268 or tweet to Lytchett

Bay Nature @LytchettP itodés getting so eas
The more we know about the patch and its wildlife, no matter how small, it is

valuable to keep Lytchett Bay and its Heathland, fields and green space for us

all to enjoy whatever your interest.

As always | have to thank the following contributors for their contributions and
records in no particular order: Shaun and Marie Robson, lan Ballam, Jackie
Hull, David White, Nick Mudge, Liz Woodford, Martin Wood, lan Lewis, Alison
Copland, John Westacott, Paul Swann, Sam Levy, Mark Wright & John
Lynford. Hopefully |1 havenot | eft anyone

| also would like to thank the following people for their help in verifying
identification of various species groups. Tony Allen (Beetles); Paul Harris and
Phil Sterling (Moths) and members from, Diptera, Hoverfly and various experts
from BWARS (Bees Wasps & Ants) FaceBook groups and Britain Arachnid
Society & Steven Falk via Twitter; whose help has been invaluable with
identifying and advise on some of the more difficult and rare species of bee,
wasps and diptera.

A number of species |listed in the species
to the name, this means for a definitive identification the species requires to

be dissected (gen.det) to dedet i ms twke d
not believe in killing something that has a purpose on this earth and it should

be able to fulfil that purpose before it dies. If | find a dead specimen, | have no

problem in carrying out any procedure to find a definitive identification. There

may come a time where one or two species may have to be collected to prove
identification. If work is required for their conservation we would need to know

what species they are to provide infor mat
to help the species if required.

I have included the species designation where appropriate for those species
that have them. The designations are explained below..

Thank you,
Nick Hull

Photograph Acknowledgements - Big thank you to all who have
allowed me to use their photographs in this report. Unless stated otherwise all
photographs/videos are copyright of the individual photographer.
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Designation and meaning use in this report

W&C (1981)
UK (2007)
HR (2010)

NERC (2006)S41

UK BAP
Notable A

Notable B

Status

Nationally Scarce

Nationally Rare

Vulnarable-GB
Near Threatened-GB

Dorset Notable

Dorset Rare

Web spinners

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981
UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species list

Habitats Regulations (1994) includes those now
covered by Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations (2010)

NERC Act (2006), Section 41 list Species of
Principle Importance in England

UK Biodiversity Action Plan

JNCC Rarity Status Nationally Scarce invertebrate

species found in 16-30 10km squares nationwide

JNCC Rarity Status Nationally Scarce invertebrate

species found in 31-100 10km squares nationwide JNCC Rare

JNCC Rarity Status occurring in sixteen to one
Hundred 10km squares nationwide. JNCC Rarity
Status

JNCC Rarity Status Occurring in less than
sixteen 10km squares nationwide

National Red Data Book per lists from JNCC web-site

National Red Data Book per lists from JNCC
web-site Lower Risk

Dorset Notable Species Lists Species are chosen
as indicators of good unimproved or
semi-improved habitat to assist in the selection of
Sites of Nature Conservation Interest.

Dorset Notable Species Lists Species found in
three or less assist in the selection of Sites of
Nature Conservation Interest. sites in Dorset since
01/01/1990

Dorset Notable Species Lists - Web spinning
moths and mites
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Mammals

This group changes very little from year to year. Sika Deer are our commonest
along with Fox, Grey Squirrel, Rat, Wood Mouse, Hedgehog and Mole. Of the
mustelids only Otter, and a single record for Weasel were recorded this
year. Pipistrelle Bat is the only species that gets recorded annually and the
only species recorded in 2024. Though we know there are other species of bat
which have been recorded in the area in previous years.

Water Vole Arvicola amphibius - W&C (1981); UK(2007); NERC (2006)

S41

This is the first year that no reports have come in for sightings of this species

though I 6m sure they arnd 0mogtuslti kKelay stiisl
looking for them and that the stream is very overgrown and is very hard to see

along.

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus - UK(2007); NERC (2006)S41

Hedgehog are still regularly seen in around the gardens south of Sandy Lane
and the Upton Hedgehog Group are always keen to receive your sighting of
live and of road casualties as it adds to the data of their distribution within
Upton and surrounding area. The first Hedgehog recorded was on the night of
3rd March by John Westacott in his garden.

Otter Lutra lutra

(Hab(1992);HR(2010); W&C(1981); UK (2007); NERC(2006)S41;Near

Threatened-GB

As a rule during the year there is usually at least one sighting of an Otter in or

on Lytchettfields. Thi s year we haven6t seen one but
they are still present with spraint being found on the concrete sluice.

Badger Meles meles Protection of Badgers Act (1992)

Recorded on Video trap December 2024.

The last time we had positive proof of this species in the recording area was
back in 2015. Then it was identified by scat and tracks. This year a
neighbouring property started to find that something was digging up their
garden and put out a camera trap and soon found the culprit was a

Badger. Which is truly wonderful news and a very good record for the Lytchett
Bay recording area.

Weasel Mustela nivalis

A single record on 20th April

Reported from Rock Lea View Point by Liz Woodford. This is a species we seldom
see but usually puts in and appears once or twice a yeatr.
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Badger Lynford

European Polecat Mustela putorius

We have only recorded Polecat once before this was a dead individual which
was just outside the Lytchett Bay recording area. By chance | was chatting
nature things in the barbers and the guy | was chatting to mentioned he had
recently had Badger and a Stoat caught on a camera trap by his garden
fence. It so happened he lived within the Lytchett Bay recording area so |
asked if he could send me a copy of the camera trap video, which he duly did.
To my surprise the Stoat was a Polecat which is a fantastic record for the
patch. From this video shot it is hard to tell if this is a pure Polecat but it
appears to have all the features of one.

Common Seal Phoca vitulina Hab (1992); HR (2010);UK(2007);NERC
(2006) S41

Three records all from the Turlin shoreline of a single Common Seal in the bay
on 1st January, 1st March and 31st March.

Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus Hab (1992); HR (2010)

Single record from the Turlin Screen of one in the main channel on 15th
December by Shaun Robson, during a viewing of the new viewpoint. This is
the fourth record for the patch of this seal species which is a scarce visitor in
the harbour as a whole and only usually seen during winter months.

Sika Deer - Cervus nippon
Many records for this species from all months of the year.

Grey Squirrel - Sciurus carolinensis

Grey Squirrels are often seen around the bay in the wooded areas and visiting

garden feeding stations though the population in the Lytchett Bay patch

doesndét appear to have increased very muc
the year.

Brown Rat - Rattus norvegicus
This species is most often found at the Lytchett Fields feeding station but
obviously are a common species throughout the area.

Pipistrelle Bat - Pipistrellus sp. HR (2010)
The only records received have been from the area around the Junction of
Lytchett Way & Sandy Lane and Sandy Close Pond. What species of
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pipistrelle couldndot be ascertained.

Reptiles & Amphibians

No surveys took part this year but | have received many casual records from
visitors, many of seeing Adder along the Lytchett Fields boundary as well as
Common Lizard and also Sand Lizard on Lytchett Heath. The only Frog and
Palmate Newt records came from my own pond, though there were no signs
of spawn this year. Toad still remains a bit of a mystery species and only a
single casual record was received from a neighbour.

If you live in the boundary of the Lytchett Bay recording area and have a pond

or see any reptile or amphibian in your garden, or on a walk please let me

know as all data is useful. All you need to record is species, location, date and
timeanddropmeanemail. | f you arendt sure of the
phone shot and sendmplett. to me, it canot

Common Lizard - Zootoca (Lacerta) vivipara (W&C (1981); UK (2007);
NERC (2006)S41).

Nick Mudge recorded our first record of this species in the approach Field this
year on 23rd March, lan Ballam photographed one at Rock Lee VP on 12th
June this is another new site. This may be due to the construction of the
viewpoint as the stone filled cages provide a good habitat with lots of crevices
and good areas to warm up in the morning sun. Otherwise sightings came
from Lytchett Heath.

Sand Lizard - Lacerta agilis (Hab (1992); HR (2010); W&C (1981); UK
(2007); NERC (2006)S41)

As usual all sightings came from Lytchett Heath though they seemed a little
harder to find this year. This is possibly due to higher disturbance from dog
walking on this small remnant area of heathland.

Slow Worm - Anguis fragilis (W&C (1981); UK (2007); NERC (2006)S41)
John Westacott recorded our first Slow Worm of the year on the 3rd of April
along Footpath12. Other records came from Shaun Robson of 2 by the
Sandy Close pond and reports of individuals from neighbouring garden
composters during the summer.

Adder - Vipera berus (W&C (1981); UK(2007); NERC(2006)S41)

Paul Swann recorded our first Adder this year seeing five on 18th February

along the Approach Field margin one of which was a female. Which appears

to be the same female that emerged early with the malesin2023. | t wasnoét
until Nick Mudge visited on the 23rd March that a second female was seen

along with three males. This is very good news as we have had very few

female Adder sightings and it makes this site, much more viable population

and hopefully this will continue in the future.

| 6m sure many of you wil/|l have noticed
walk out to the field viewpoints, that there has been a realignment of the

fenceline. This was carried out in the winter for two reasons one to provide a

secure fence to prevent the cattle from getting onto the main dual carriageway
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and it wildl provide a space which wi

disturbed but still allowing visitors to be able to see them and take the odd
photograph.

This adder may | ook Il i ke itbds ydaswawj ng

this is often done after it has eaten prey or prior to hunting.

Grass Snake - Natrix helvetica (W&C (1981); UK(2007); NERC(2006)S41)
Only two reports both from the Sandy Close pond, the first was on the 13th
June and the second on 5th July.

Odonata - Dragonflies and Damselflies

After a slight improvement in species numbers in 2023 (17 species). This year
saw a reduction in numbers and of species being recorded with only 29
records of just 13 species being recorded within the whole Lytchett Bay
recording area. Overall the season has been poor and numbers have been
low. Most likely affected by the wet spring and summer. Dragonfly larvae have
the capability to stay in their larvae state for another year if the conditions are
not good enough and postpone their development to adulthood for another
year. So hopefully 2025 will be kinder and we will see better numbers and
more species over our ponds and wetter areas.

Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens

Single record in 2024 on 17th August from my Lytchett Way garden.

This is just the fourth record of this scarce species on the patch and the first
time recorded in my garden. First recorded in 2018, then 2019 and 2023.

Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula

2 records in 2024 the first on 16th April and the second on 10th May from
Lytchett Heath. This species is usually the first to emerge and has been more
or less annually recorded but with just two records which consisted of a total
of 5 males and a single female this has certainly been a poor year.

Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella - 7 records in 2024
This is possibly the commonest species to be found on the Lytchett patch
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