LODMOOR-WEYMOUTH BAY-LORTON
VALLEY REPORT 2024

Phil Cheeseman

Between us we recorded 183 species....one of the lowest totals in the 13 years of this
collective report.

There were no additions to the Lodmoor list, which therefore remained on 316.

2024 won’t go down as a vintage year....in fact for the first time in a very long time we failed
to find a single National Rarity.

BREEDING BIRDS

The Common tern colony staged an impressive recovery from the apocalypse that was avian
flu. Lodmoor’s other flagship species Western Marsh harrier fledged 3 young. Among
common or garden species Long tailed tits and Song thrushes each enjoyed good
summers, while Chaffinch appears to be mounting a modest comeback. There was also the
suspicion that Hobby may have nested. Bearded reedlings continued to thrive...in contrast
to Eurasian Reed and Sedge warblers and Eurasian Coot, which all seem to be in decline.
Common Pheasant may now actually be an ex breeding bird. Common Pochard definitely
is and at this rate is headed for vagrant status!

One worrying note. 2024 marked not just a general increase in dog walkers but a disturbing
increase in the number of irresponsible dog walkers. People encouraging dogs to use a
National Nature Reserve as a paddling pool is now becoming normalised. It beggars belief
that the local RSPB can'’t be bothered to invest the minimum of effort putting up a few metres
of fencing.

RARE/SCARCE BIRDS
2024 was one of those occasional duff years that helps you appreciate the more exciting
times. And, be honest, we have been spoilt. The previous 7 years had produced, among



others, Elegant tern, Squacco and Night herons, Citrine wag, Desert wheatear, Penduline tit,
Little bittern, Long billed dowitcher, Least and Stilt sands, Lesserlegs, a twitchable Great
shearwater, Ross’s and Laughing gulls. So after a diet of caviar we needed some gruel.
What made 2024 even more frustrating, however, is that the vast majority of rarities we did
get were all too fleeting. Black tern, Glossy lbis, Purple Heron, Eurasian Goshawk, Red
footed Falcon and Cirl Bunting were enjoyed by no more than three people. In fact the only
two rarities to be more widely appreciated were Caspian Gull and Spotted Crake.

PASSAGE

Passage generally -- for waders and passerines -- was pretty average or below par.

But there were some highlights. A Ruff with a ruff and an excellent run of Wood sandpipers
elevated an otherwise unremarkable year for waders. Arguably one the year's most
memorable events, however, were a flurry of confiding Little gulls in early spring. Candidate
for the most unexpected spring passage bird was a Black throated diver that lingered into
June.

In the autumn vis. miggers connected with a smattering of quality birds including 2 European
Honey Buzzards, 4 Hawfinches, Lapland Longspur and Red Crossbill.

On the other hand...how did we manage just 2 Redstarts(and no Black redstarts) all year?
And surely there was more than just one Osprey?

WINTER

The sight and sounds of the Golden Plover flock once again enlivened the dullest winter’s
day..climbing in December to a new peak of 1200. By contrast numbers of Eurasian Teal and
Common Snipe were a little below average. In the bay numbers of auks and grebes were
dispiritingly low but you are never alone with Mediterranean Gull. On occasion the roosts
topped 2,500...an amazing sight.

On dry land December produced record numbers of Common Chiffchaffs. Dartford Warbler
and Common Firecrest both wintered again. More surprisingly a Fieldfare showed up in a
birder’s garden in January...a surprisingly scarce bird on Lodmoor in mid winter.

MAMMALS, BUTTERFLIES, DRAGONS etc

It is maybe a comment on the birding but two of the stand out events of 2024 involved
mammals, in the form of a series of sightings of up to 3 Eurasian Otters, and a fish, in the
form of a breaching Atlantic Blue Fin Tuna in the bay...a genuine Lodmoor area first.
The bay also produced another scarce visitor: Harbour Porpoise.

On the reserve proof that the growing Sika population is here to stay was provided by a well
grown fawn.

By general consensus this was an awful year for butterflies. Dragons, however, fared better.
Green Eyed Hawkers and Hairy Dragonflies were commoner than ever, Small Red Eyed
Damsefly put in another appearance and a Vagrant Emperor visited a birder’s living room.
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The recording area: the reserve and the immediate surrounding area -- incl. Preston beach/Weymouth
Bay(as far as Furzey CIiff to the east and Greenhill to the west), Southdown Estate/Horselynch slope,
Lodmoor Country Park and Lorton Valley.

The systematic list generally follows the latest IOC order. However, quite unscientifically, | have
occasionally tinkered with the order in an effort to get the text to better fit the photos.

Daragh Croxson 27/01/2025

KEY

Red denotes National N or Dorset D rarities.

Blue denotes birds rare or very scarce to Lodmoor/Weymouth Bay, but not to Dorset.
WB: Weymouth Bay. 2MC: Two Mile Coppice. CP: Lodmoor Country Park.

SYSTEMATIC LIST

Dark bellied brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla

Winter/Spring: a total of 30 were noted on 9 dates -- mainly across the bay -- Jan 13" - Apr
25th,

Autumn/Winter: slim pickings as well in the autumn compared to the last two years. Just 49
noted, again largely in the bay, on 16 dates Spt 10" - Dec 315t

A really poor year.

*Pale bellied brent Goose Branta bernicla hrota

6 records of 39 migrants on/across WB:

2 Mch 11,

8 Apr 6th, 2 8", 6 9t

12 Apr 11t - 12th,

9 Apr 291,

None in autumn.

Canada Goose Branta canadensis

Breeding: the small breeding population seems to be declining. If they are the local Foxes
may have something to do with it. One was seen taking Canada eggs on Apr 11™. This spring
just 2 broods of 3 each were noted.

Other records: the usual autumn influx was again later than the August peaks of the past.
Instead big numbers didn’t start appearing until mid Spt, peaking at around 750 in Oct. But
most had moved on to pastures new by mid Nov. The counter attraction of Silverlake may
now be more of a lure for our feral friends.

*Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
3 records of feral wanderers: 2 in off May 20, probably the same 31%t, 1 with Candas off and
on Oct 13t - 30t,

Greylag Goose Anser anser

The usual haphazard sprinkling of records of feral wanderers(probably from Silverlake).
Single Feb 12t, 2 Mch 24t - 30t, 1 Apr 11t 4 28™. Then 1 with Canadas daily late Spt,
joined by a second early Oct. Finally 1 - 2 Oct 315t - Nov 15t

Mute Swan Cygnus olor

Breeding: 3 pairs nested and between them produced 2 broods of 7 and 4 cygnets, of which 5
and 4 were successfully fledged.

Winter/passage: present all year and occasionally appearing in Weymouth Bay as well as the
reserve. Arrivals incl. an influx of 11 additional birds in early Apr. Three pairs were present to
the end of the year.



*Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca
5 records of feral wanderers:
2 Jan 4, 1 Feb 24, 7n Spt 16™, 2 Nov 1st & 5%,

Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

Breeding: 3 separate broods appeared on the reserve. As ever it isn’t clear if they nested on
Lodmoor or they were clutches ferried onto Lodmoor from Portland Harbour breakwater.
Whatever, they took their chances with the local Foxes, which were seen to predate at least
one chick. Broods of 7, 8 and 5 resulted in 6, 2 and 3 being fledged...a good result by
Lodmoor standards.

Other records: good numbers early in the year incl. 38 Feb and 31 Apr.

The event of the year, however, took place on Jly 8" when a flock of at least 70 went west
across Weymouth Bay. This constitutes the highest ever count for the Lodmoor area.

The usual gap in records, when birds depart to moult in the autumn, didn’t happen this year. A
handful of birds were present throughout Aug and Spt. Numbers briefly increased to 11 in Nov
but just 4 stayed to the end of the year...until 13 additional birds pitched in Dec 315t

*Mandarin Aix galericulata
1 record:
drake, briefly, before flying ne Mch 19t,

*Garganey Spatula querquedula

No repeat of last year's Garganey fest...back to the average of 3 records:

drake May 9™,

eclipse male Spt 7t,

juvenile Spt 271, 28t and Oct 8™ (probably same as Radipole).

*a claim on Mch 6" hasn’t been incl. coz by all accounts the report was highly dubious.

Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata

Breeding: another year when a few birds appeared to over-summer but didn’t provide any
evidence of breeding. Two males and a female were erratically noted from late Apr and again
from late May to the end of Jun. Mainly singles were recorded in the second half of Jly but 7
popped up 25", A handful of birds were regularly noted though Aug.

Winter/passage: early on up to 43 wintered in Jan. In the second half of the year wintering
numbers were, by Lodmoor standards, pretty impressive with 58 gathered by Dec. Like most
other duck sp. Shoveler have largely abandoned the post box pool and the north side of the
reserve. Instead they favoured the west scrape and seaward end.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Breeding: no real effort to count breeding pairs this year. Perhaps we should start doing so
because for the second year running there seemed to be a decline in nesting birds.

That may help to explain why there were only modest numbers present in the winter. Max: 61
Spt.

Northern Pintail Anas acuta

Winter-spring: drake Jan 22", pair in off Feb 9™,

Autumn-winter: about 16 on 12 dates Spt 6" - Nov 15%, incl. 4 Nov 37,

Quite a good showing in the autumn for a duck that is surprisingly scarce on Lodmoor.
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Drake Northern Pintail...one of Lodmoor’s most elegant visitors Phil Cheeseman

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca

Winter-spring: winter numbers peaked at around 275 in mid Jan. The flock slowly decreased
as spring kicked in but 173 were still present in mid Mch and 40+ to mid Apr, with 2 lingering
to May 14,

Summer-autumn: what were probably the first returning/non breeding birds appeared May
31st, But birds were only regularly present from late Jun, with numbers not reaching double
figures until the end of Jly.

Autumn-winter: numbers doubled from 45 to 90+ between late Aug and mid Spt, rising to 170
by early Oct. Subsequently there were no big arrivals with the flock plateauing at around 210
from Nov to the end of the year.

Gadwall Mareca strepera

Breeding: another good year. Four separate clutches of 7, 12, 5 and 4 ducklings were noted
between late May and early July. Survival rates, however, are not entirely clear, although a
family of 6 freshly fledged young were present late summer.

Counts: some quite good totals by recent standards. 70+ were around Jan and 91 in Dec.

In contrast to most of other duck species, which are declining on Lodmoor, Gadwall continues
to fare rather well.

Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope
Once again regularly present in winter in small numbers.
Early on: up to 26 present near daily Jan until Mch 21st,
Autumn: first returning birds(3) Aug 24t™, followed by singles Spt 11t and 19", Up to 11 daily
from Spt 20t - Oct 23 but for once no big counts this autumn.
Late on: up to 8 lingered into Nov, increasing to 23 by Dec and staying until the end of the
year.

Common Pochard Aythya ferina

No species on Lodmoor has declined quite so far, so fast. For the first time in most observer’s
memory the highest count of the year only just scraped double figures. And not only have
totals plummeted but so have the frequency of records. What was once virtually an ever
present species -- as a wintering bird and breeder-- is now only erratically present.

Breeding: the fifth blank year in a row probably means this is now best described as an ex
breeder. A handful of birds, incl a female, were occasionally present in spring but
subsequently were only recorded very erratically to late Jun when summer records dried up
altogether.



Winter/Autumn: a miserable max. of just 8 were noted intermittantly Jan-Mch. In the autumn a
drake lingered for 9 days in late Aug. A smattering of records in Spt culminated in 10 briefly
Oct. But that was as good as it got, with no more than very occasional records of singles in
Nov and Dec.

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

Breeding: at least some good quacker news -- after what appeared to be a blank year in 2023
at least 2 pairs nested. 7 newly hatched chicks were seen on Jly 7, with 4 surviving until at
least 12, Then a second brood of 3 very small ducklings appeared...all of which fledged.
Winter: unlike Pochard this species has never been that numerous in winter. So a count of 68
Jan 5" was a pretty respectable number. Later in the year, however, there was a worrying
drop in wintering numbers. Birds were only erratically present and the highest count anyone
could manage was a depressingly low 16.

None of us can ever remember the post box pool so devoid of ducks in winter.
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It wont win any awards but a rare chance to capture Eider on camera in Weymouth Bay

*Common Eider Somateria mollissima

4 records in the bay:

female off Greenhill Mch 26t.

settled flock of 5, incl. 2 drakes, Apr 8™,

drake w Oct 23,

8, incl. ad drake and imm drake, settled, Nov 15,

A good showing by Weymouth Bay standards. The Greenhill bird was particularly confiding.

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra

Winter-spring: about 30 in/across the bay on 12 dates Jan 7t - Apr 9,

Spring-summer: 23 on 8 dates May 5™ - Jly 15,

Autumn-winter: another unexceptional autumn...a total of about 155 on 24 dates Aug 8% -
Dec 24™, Max. 42 Oct 2",

*Goosander Mergus merganser
2 records of singles:

red head e across bay Mch 71,
drake n over reserve Dec 24,



Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Breeding: it is beginning to look as though this species may be lost to us as a breeeding bird.
Indeed it may be in danger of disappearing altogether from the Lodmoor and Lorton Valley
areas.
A male was occasionally heard/seen on the western side between Jan and May and one was
heard calling again in Spt. And that was it.
It is probably not a coincidence that disturbance by dog walkers has dramatically increased in
the fields along the valley in recent years.

Common Swift Apus apus

Spring: a really early bird appeared Apr 5. Main passage, however, didn’t get underway until
Apr 16%. Subsequently birds only passed through in the kind of modest numbers that seems
to be the new normal. A sign of generally later arrival is that numbers didn’t peak until the
second half of May(60+ daily) and early Jun(100+ daily 1st- 5th),

Summer: incl. a feeding flock of 200+ Jun 17t....the highest count of the year.

Autumn: as usual numbers dwindled rapidly from late Jly. In Aug a max. of 10, but usually
only singles, were recorded before a late(ish) bird Spt 7t, 8,

*Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

4 records:

1 Apr 18™h,

1 Lorton Valley Apr 271,

1 nJly 4t

hepatic female Jly 13t. See photo below.
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Hepatic female Cuckoo near the old tip in July Phil Cheeseman



Stock Dove Columba oenas

Breeding: a local breeding bird that actually appears, albiet modestly, to be increasing. About
5 pairs nested in Horselynch, Two Mile Coppice and Coffin Wood. And, for the second year
running, a pair nested in Lodmoor CP. Again present all year and regularly visiting the main
reserve to drink....up to 7 in Spt suggests a successful summer.

Autumn passage: at least 120 went over with the mainly westbound Wood pigeon flocks on
many dates Oct 19 - Nov 13", incl. 26 Oct 23", The actual number is probably far
higher...spotting(and accurately counting) them in some of the huge, distant Woodie flocks is
challenging.

One individual that wasn’t hard to pick out, however, was an albino going over on Oct 26™.
Initially mistaken for a feral pigeon it turned out to be a genuine Stock dove.

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus

Breeding: ever present. They often nest early. 2 fedged juvs in a birder's garden in early Apr
were already several weeks old.

Autumn passage: counting the west bound Woodie flocks in Oct/Nov is one of the annual
rituals of vis. migging. No exceptional day counts this year but at least 14,000 went over Nov
1st, Between Oct 16" and Nov 9" at least 40,000 went over.

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto

Breeding: an ever present species that nests in small numbers but signs are that it is in
decline locally. The number of wintering bird has been falling since 2022 and this year no
more than 5 were noted on the west side/CP in Nov, Dec.

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus

Breeding: birds were calling throughout Apr and into late May and became vocal again from
mid Jly onwards. Further evidence of nesting was provided by the presence of a juvenile on
several dates in Aug.

Winter/Autumn:usually no more than 8 heard/seen on a circuit of the reserve Jan - Mch. Later
in the year there was an obvious arrival in autumn, with at least 8 bird around in Spt and a
count of 14 Oct 29", Up to 9 were noted Nov and Dec and incl. birds in the CP, on the west
bank and inside Two Mlle Coppice.
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D *Spotted Crake Porzana porzana

1 record:

juv pb pool Aug 19t - 23rd,

In recent years this species had started to become near annual but this was the first record
since 2021.



Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

Breeding: for the first time Moorhen pairs seemed to outnumber Coot...although that was
more of a product in a steep decline in Coot numbers rather than a Moorhen population
explosion. Nevertheless this species continues to thrive locally. At least 10, and probably
more, pairs nested on the reserve and the wider area. The CP played host to 3 pairs.
Predation, however, appears to remain high and the arrival of newly hatched chicks in late Jly
and Aug suggests that maybe some pairs had to start all over again relatively late in the
summer.

Present all year but no notable winter counts.

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra

Breeding: no sign of recovery following the dramatic decline in nesting pairs noted in 2023.
Probably no more than 5 or 6 pairs bred and to make matters worse survival rates appeared
low. It is hard to explain why what was untill recently a common nesting species has declined
so rapidly.

Winter: the wintering flock reached a maximum count of 88 in Nov and Dec. Totals are down
on the past but compared to breeding numbers remain fairly stable. Coot is now probably best
described on Lodmoor as mainly a winter visitor with a handful of pairs staying to breed.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

Breeding: a minimum of 4 pairs were in territory again. But for the first time in a while
breeding couldn’t be confirmed. Dabchicks can be very sneaky in the breeding season so let’s
hope some chicks merely eluded us.

Winter: up to 7 frequented the seaward end of the reserve early in the year. Later in the year
they remained strangely erratic with no more than 5 and sometimes none at all present.

Red necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena

1 record:

1in bay Dec 6™.

Wintering grebes are getting harder to see in Weymouth Bay. Slavs are no longer regular and
GC grebe numbers have fallen sharply(see below). Diver numbers, by contrast, remain stable
so it's hard to explain the recent dearth in grebes.

Great crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus

Breeding: 3 pairs were back in territory by mid Feb. Breeding success -- like most years --
remained low. A pair with 2 chicks appeared in mid Jun and what was probably an additional
family party consisting of 1 juv was noted in Jly.

Winter: early in the year a max. of 21 frequented the bay in Feb but later in the year usually
only a handful were noted and even in Nov and Dec a max. of just 9, or fewer, were present.

Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

Breeding: the usual soap opera. 3 pairs were in territory by Feb. One pair got down to nesting
on the tern islands before abandoning. They tried again, however, and produced 3 chicks.
Just one made it onto the Moor where it was succefully reared by its devoted parents. As a
family party they often fed on the overflow car park and even further afield on Greenhill
bowling green.

A 4% pair were discovered this year, nesting on the waste ground near Dunelm’s and B & M.
Elsewhere this species is an opportunistic nester so we shouldn’t be too surprised. But
unfortunately none of us followed up the check on whether they were successful.
Winter/passage: 23 briefly on the west scrape Feb 18" was an impressive total, as were 10 w
across the bay 13", Otherwise out of breeding season records were confined to singles Jan
1st, w Spt 30t and off Greenhill beach Dec 26™.

*Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta

7 scattered records:

Winter/Spring: 1(from 2023) Jan 1st - Feb 9™. Singles Mch 8™, Apr 14", May 8t.
Autumn: singles Spt 16, Oct 10", 3 Nov 5.



European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

Winter/Spring: the monster flock from Dec 2023 lingered into early Jan..peaking at 1100. But,
like Lapwing, there was a major clear out when the reserve froze 9. Only about 200 returned
initially but 700 were back early Feb. Numbers then dwindled to 100 by late Feb, although
130 going north 27t might have been part of the rest of the flock. The last birds departed
Lodmoor Mch 7t....almost to the day when they left last year.

Autumn/Winter: the first returning birds appeared Spt 26%...4 days earlier than last year.
Numbers increased rapidly to 500+ by the start of Nov...incl. one individual still in almost
immaculate breeding plumage...and 900 by mid month.

The roosting flock peaked at an impressive 1200 in early Dec but for some reason numbers
fell away after that to about 650.

The morning arrival of the nocturnal feeding flock -- from somewhere on the Ridgeway -- has
become a stunning ritual in recent winters.

The species account for Golden Plover in the DBC report doesn’t give any context or provide
a narrative, which is a shame. Wade through the blizzard of data and it reveals that Lodmoor
is now Dorset’s most important roosting site for this species.

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

Spring: just 6 records of mainly singles Mch 26t - Apr 28t,

Autumn: 4 singles on many dates Jly 4t - 30t, followed by 5(2 adult and 3 juvs) 31st...2
lingered to Aug 3. Finally 1 Aug 315t

A pretty poor spring by Lodmoor standards.

*Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola
12 records of 17 birds:

Spring: singles Feb 111, Mch 9, Apr 11, followed by 2 28™, summer plumage bird May 1%,
another 7t - 9t with 4 10t & 11t, 2 to 12%. Then 2 Jun 8™, 1 14t

Autumn: summer plumage individual Spt 21st & 22", Then singles over Nov 3 and Dec 9,
Summer plumage Grey plover are one of the best looking passage waders to turn up on
Lodmoor and 2024 didn’t disappoint.
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Grey plover...as ever one of Lodmoor’s smartest spring waders Phil Cheeseman



Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

Winter/early Spring: 3 Jan 12t, 1 13, 1 Preston beach Feb 28", Then 2 Mch 27,

Spring: about 50 on 14 dates Apr 19t - Jun 8", Peak passage, as usual, was in mid
May...after the vast majority of LRPs have moved through.

Autumn: return passage began Jun 30t followed by odd singles in Jly. But, as usual,
migration really gained momentum in Aug. Up to 10 birds were present/passing though daily
from 10t rising to an impressive Lodmoor total of 55 in the first week of Spt. Numbers
dropped swiftly after that, however, and just 1 to 2 were being logged by the end of the month
and early Oct.

Winter: for the second winter in a row a small flock of up to 18 wintered on Preston beach
from early Nov to the end of the year. They were remarkably resilient. Disturbance by dog
walkers on Preston beach has reached record levels. But so site faithful were the plovers that
they tolerated the endless flushes...often returning the same patch of sand near the outflow.

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Winter-spring: as usual numbers fluctuated with the weather in Jan. Most of the 500 strong
flock left during a freeze 9. Unusually numbers never really recovered. 80+ were still around
mid Feb before the early spring exodus. Just 7 were left by 29, with just 3 mid Mch and 2 to
31st, with 1 lingering to Apr 10%.

Summer/Autumn: the first returning bird/failed breeder was back Jun 9. Numbers rose slowly
through late summer with 37 by the beginning of Spt and 60 by the end of the month. Three
figures counts were reached in late Oct and 200 had gathered by early Nov.

Winter: 398 were counted mid Nov. Flooding reduced numbers but 400+ were back in late
Dec.

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Spring: a stronger up Channel passage than 2023. About 290 were logged on many dates
Apr 5" - Jun 9, Passage was steady rather than spectacular...max. 29.

Autumn: singles Jly 22"( wearing a yellow flag), 315t & Aug 15t, 16" and 23™. Finally 1 Nov 7.
The November bird was Lodmoor’s latest ever.

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata

Spring: about 45 migrants were noted on 22 dates from Feb 9 - Jun 7t. A count of 8 Feb
29 was noteworthy by Lodmoor standards.

Autumn: 12 singles Jun 18" - Nov 7.

Bar tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica
Spring: pretty slim pickings this year. No more than about 65 between Apr 18" and May 28™.
Autumn: 1 Jly 25, 5 Spt 51, 2 to 6™,

Black tailed Godwit Limosa limosa

Winter-spring: none at all until 1-2 erratically from Jan 315t. Spring passage got underway with
a flocks of 29 on Mch 7t and 28 13, with birds then appearing near daily. The biggest flocks
often occur in Mch but the biggest count this year came on Apr 71, when 29 appeared briefly,
and 19t when 43 dropped in. Migrants went through daily in small numbers(max. 30) through
May, with a lone individual lingering until Jun 215t

Summer-autumn: up to 23 were noted daily from mid Jly through to Spt. Numbers then
dwindled before briefly increasing again to 20 in early Oct.

Winter: like last year flooding in late Oct and again in Nov deterred the small wintering flock.
Up to 13 Nov were reduced to 5 in early Dec. For most of the last few weeks of the year birds
were entirely absent, until 9 reappeared briefly 31st.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Spring: in common with many migrant waders a pretty poor spring. About 14 on 15 dates Apr
12t - May 30t

Autumn; the first returning bird appeared Jun 23. Birds were then recorded daily until, like
last year, the final record on Spt 27™. Peak numbers occurred a tad early this year with up to
12 a day in late Jly.

*a claim of 2 Nov 2" is erroneous.



Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres

Winter: a flock of up to 20 birds mainly on the beach Feb, dwindling to 11 in Mch. Fewer at
the other end of year...just 11 in Oct, 9 Nov and up to 12(but often none at all) in Dec. Birds
at both ends of the year commuted to and from The Nothe.

Spring: by Lodmoor standards a really good spring. 15 Apr 28t - Jun 12t on the reserve, Incl.
a flock of 7 for several days in late May.

Autumn: 1 w Jun 29™ was followed by 7 singles Jly 29t - Spt 2nd,

May is the time on Lodmoor to enjoy the rich colour combos that are Turnstones transformed
by their breeding plumage.

*Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus

5 records of singles:

Overcombe Jan 1st, 7t,

in front of the viewing shelter Nov 28,

a corpse being dismembered by a Sparrowhawk Dec 3(possibly same as above).
flushed from west path Dec 18,

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago

Winter/Spring: relatively low numbers for the second year in a row. A freeze in early Jan kept
numbers down with a max of just 50 counted subsequently. Fewer than 10 lingered in Apr,
with the last of the spring 27t.

Autumn: returning birds logged Jun 29t and Jly 13t™, followed by counts of up to 8 in late Jly
and Aug. As usual numbers really started to climb in Spt, with 50+ by the end of the month.
Winter: it is hard to say why but towards the end of the year the wintering flock was well down
on most years. Numbers increased to 90+ by late Oct/early Nov but only peaked at about 120
in early Dec...about a third down on the average. Then, inexplicably, there was a major clear
out. By the end of the year fewer than 30 birds could be counted on a circuit.

The two most striking birds of the year were a faeroensis type individual Oct 16"(the second
Lodmoor record showing the deep rufousy tones characteristic of this race) and a leucistic
bird Dec 16%.

Leuc:stlc Common Snlpe complete with brlght yellow legs l Phil Cheeseman



Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

Winter-spring: 1 Feb 22nd & 27, 3 Apr 21st, 1 22,

Summer-autumn: first returning birds Jun 11%. Then present daily until the last record of the
year on Spt 23, No big counts this autumn but between 6 and 8 were regularly present
throughout the second half of Jly and Aug.

Autumn/Winter: 1 Nov 16%& 19t didn’t hang around to over winter.

Common Redshank Tringa totanus

Spring: about 29 on 22 dates Feb 13" - Jun 9% represents a particularly good spring by
Lodmoor standards.

Summer-autumn: 1-2 had returned by Jun 17%. Birds were then present virtually daily(along
with Common and Green sands) until mid Spt. Max. 6.

Autumn-winter: a few records in late Spt and early Oct were followed by a gap until 1 Nov 5t
before another unexpectedly turned up on the beach with Turnstones Dec 22",

I'Spotted redshank. Reported on the DBC website for Aug 29™. One of us was there when it
was claimed and can confirm it was a Common Redshank. A real Spotted Redshank hasn’t
been recorded on Lodmoor for two years now.

*Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

8 records:

Spring: singles Apr 14t - 227 and May 1st. 1Jun 13" could have been going either way!
Autumn: singles Jly 14t Aug 15" & 16, 20" - 25t Spt 51, Spt 22nd & 23,

A terrific year for this species on Lodmoor. Three in spring was exceptional.

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia

Spring: an impressive total of 8. Singles Apr 14t 19t 3 22nd - 26t singles May 8, 18t - 20t
31st- Jun 31,

Autumn: 1 Jun 11t - 19" joined by 2 more 17t™. 1 -2 then noted daily Jly 10" - Aug 1st. 1 Aug
10t was followed by 5 Aug 20, 1 - 2 Spt 1st - 8™, singles 18 & 19, & 23 - Oct 4.
Lodmoor maintained its record for one of the most reiable sites in Dorset to catch up with
north bound Greenshanks in spring.

*Red Knot Calidris canutus

5 records of 8 birds.

Spring: 1 Apr 28, 2 Jun 3,

Autumn: 2 Jly 18™, juv Aug 31st, 1 Spt 19, with 2 20,

*Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea

1 record:

juv Spt 31,

This was the only confirmed record of the year. Some visiting birders have real difficuty
distinguishing between juv Curlew sands and juv Dunlin...claims on Aug 26" and 27" were
wholly unconfirmed(see also Spotted redshank).

Sanderling Calidris alba

Spring: 37 on 6 dates Apr 20™ - Jun 4", with the vast majority in late May...many of which
were colourfully moulting into breeding plumage.

Autumn: just 10...1 Jly 25", 4w Aug 22", 5w Spt 26™.

The reverse of 2023....a better showing this year in spring followed by a dire autumn.

*Little Stint Calidris minuta

1 record:

juv Spt 16t - 20t

Another underwhelming autumn for this species(and for Curlew sand).



Ruff with a ruff R Phil Cheeseman

*Ruff Calidris pugnax

5 records:

1 Jan 18t (from Dec 2023).

male May 9. See above.

white headed male Jly 121,

2 juvs Spt 4t - gth,

le Oct 11,

Quality not quantity. The spring male, with ruff, was a cracker. Undoubtedly the wader
highlight of an otherwise less than inspiring spring.

Dunlin Calidris alpina

Winter-spring: a flock of up to 27 wintered Jan, Feb, dwindling to just 4 by Mch.

Passage only really got going from late Apr with counts of 60 27t and 28™". The three figure
peaks of Mays gone by are becoming an increasingly distant memory. The highest count all
month was 25. Birds were present daily to Jun 9t but generally in single figures.
Summer-autumn: the first returning birds appeared Jun 30™". Migrants passed through daily
from Jly to Spt, albeit in modest numbers, with a peak of 40 in early Spt. In a flock of 21 Spt
231 a healthy proportion of 17 were juvs.

Autumn-winter: some years a reasonable number of birds linger to form a wintering flock. This
wasn’'t one of them. Just a handful remained in Oct, rising to the dizzy heights of 11 in early
Nov. What's now becoming the annual rite of early winter flooding put paid to even this small
flock. In Dec just 1 - 3 were only very erratically recorded.

Little Tern Sternula albifrons

1 Apr 8. Then 1 -2 on 7 dates Apr 18" - May 18t followed by 4 Jun 12" and then 1 - 2 on 4
dates to Jly 12t

The Apr 8™ bird is Lodmoor’s earliest ever.

A much better showing than last year...hopefully reflecting the success of the Ferrybridge
colony.



*Black Tern Childonias niger

1 record:

juv Spt 30t,

Another blink and you’ll miss it record.

JU\-/. Arctic Tern Phﬁheesean

*Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea
Spring: singles May 1st, Jun 15t
Autumn: 2n cy Jly 4%, juv. Aug 10" - 17, ad 18™, 7 in bay 19, 1w 271,

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Breeding: they keep coming back. It’s fair to say this colony has faced more than its fair share
of adversity..culminating in the epidemic in 2023 that killed every single chick.

So even a modest comeback represents a real success story. The first pair returned on Apr
9th and about 30 pairs were prospecting by late Apr/early May. Only about 16 pairs went on to
successfully breed, although another 17 pairs over summered. The problem now appears to
be too little space on the two islands and the one pontoon -- dominated by Black headed gulls.
The RSPB’s annual effort of clearing the third island of vegetation remains an exercise in
futility(unless you are a fan of breeding Canadas).

The good news is that a minimum of 28 young fledged. The first eggs hatched Jun 7t and the
first birds were flying by 30". A sign of just how many birds were summering in the area was
provided by counts of 84(ads and juvs) roosting on the Weymouth beach swimming platforms
in the second half of Jly.

Behaviour notes incl. an adult feeding a BH gull chick in late Jly(possibly a frustrated non
breeder?).

No portlandica type sub adults this year.

Autumn passage: birds were present through Aug and the first half of Spt before a gap to the
last of the year Spt 30,
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Spot the difference...Rosy with a ring... Phil Cheeseman

Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii

5 records of singles:

ringed bird Jun 23,

unringed bird Jun 28,

Jly 2. possibly same as above.

roosting with Commons on the swimming platform off Weymouth beach Jly 13%.
ringed bird Aug 6™.

A good set of records.



Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis

Winter: single bay Dec 18,

Spring-summer: first logged Mch 18t As most years a few migrating pairs lingered long
enough to display and mate. Up to 15 a day moved through in Apr with birds on and off
through to early Jun.

Summer-autumn: up to 12 were noted near daily from Jun 18t and the first juv appeared Jly
12t, A healthy number of family parties indicated this species had bounced back well from
avian flu. Indeed Aug featured near record numbers. Up to 24 birds a day were logged before
increasing in the final week to 30 daily with a peak count of 43 27t. Smaller numbers were
present daily in Spt until the last migrants in early Oct.

One of the 10 Little Gulls that graced Lodmoor in the spring Phil Cheeseman

*Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus

8 records of at least 11, and perhaps 13 birds:

Winter: 3 singles, all 2nd cy years: Jan 2", going w 29, Feb 9t

Spring: 4 summer plumage ads Mch 28®, 5 29t 2nd cy Mch 28t - 31st, 1 - 2 ad Apr 3 - 11t

ad May 7t, 2nd cy 2314 & 24t -

The pink washed spectacular of a group of adults wafting around the reserve in late Mch and

early Apr was one of the undoubted highlights of the spring. And it helped compensate for the
complete lack of autumn records.

Black legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla

Winter/Spring: 7w bay Jan 3, 4 Mch 8™ with a 5 flying inland over Southdown estate(!), 7 Apr
30t, 2 May 14™, 1 reserve Jun 19t

Autumn: a mere 47 on just 7 dates Aug 8™ - Dec 31st.

Lodmoor/Weymouth Bay totals are very heavily weather dependent and in the right
conditions(onshore gales) Kittiwake can be abundant. 29 of the 47 autumn birds occurred on
Nov 23 during Storm Bert.



Black headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus

Breeding: once again space was at a premium on the two breeding islets. At least 47 pairs
squeezed into the increasingly quarrelsome colony. And without the devastation of bird flu
there was a much happier outcome than in 2023. The first chick appeared May 215t and by
early Jly at least 86 juvs were approaching fledging. Infant mortality appeared very low and
the colony bounced back with impressive resilience in the wake of the devastation just 12
months earlier.

Winter/passage: an abundant winter visitor, spring and autumn passage migrant as well as,
by now, an established breeder. Once again a minimum of 4,000 roosted in the bay in mid
winter. Spring passage incl. 2,000 passing though the reserve on the morning of Mch 9" and
autumn movements incl. 600+ -- incl. a healthy proportion of juvs -- on the reserve Jly 29t

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus

Breeding: as usual a number of birds appeared to be holding territory on the tern islands in
early spring. 2 pairs looked like they might get down to it but both departed in mid Apr. Meds
haven’t successfully nested at Lodmoor since the first record in 2020.

The now customary flock of up to 100 non breeding immatures loafed around the reserve in
Apr but left pretty soon. As a result there was a rare gap in records in mid May when you
could walk round Lodmoor and not see or hear a single Med.

Winter-spring: the Weymouth Bay roost climbed to a minimum of 2,400 in late Jan and early
Feb. Passage birds were evident in big numbers on the reserve during the daylight hours
from mid Feb and reached a peak of 600 through daily in mid Mch.

Summer/Autumn: returning flocks incl. a good proportion of juvs, suggesting a rapid bounce
back from avian flu in 2023. The first juvs began appearing Jly 10 and incl. 65 in a flock of
750 by the end of the month. In Aug 95 juvs were counted in a flock of 450 20™. By early Oct
a flock of 121 contained 51 juvs. Good numbers of birds of all ages continued to pass through
and, joined by wintering birds, peaked at 900+ in the second half of Oct.

Migrants incl. Belgian and German ringed birds.

Autumn/winter: no big roost counts attempted in Nov/Dec but an estimate 2500+ were again
present some evenings.

Common Gull Larus canus

Winter-spring: as usual spring passage peaked from mid Feb to mid Mch, with 60+ going
through daily. Passage on Lodmoor is steady rather than spectacular. What has changed
over the years is the number of spring records. This year there was a trickle of migrants all
the way through to May 29t.

Summer-autumn: the first birds of the autumn didn’t appear until Aug 9" and 20t , followed by
a gap to Spt 21st. In Oct birds started to dribble though in ones and twos but the main
wintering population doesn’t seem to arrive until Nov.

Autumn-winter: up to 150 were regularly counted in the Weymouth Bay roost. But the vast
majority feed inland..so counting them accurately when they leave before its fully light and are
still arriving when its getting dark remains a challenge!

European Herring Gull Larus argentatus
An ever present and abundant resident, winter visitor and passage bird.
Breeds locally..3 juvs were on the rooves of the blocks of flats in Melcombe Avenue.

Yellow legged Gull Larus michahellis

Recorded on 30 dates and incl. a count of 6n Jly 31st. The big majority are juvs turning up in
Jly, Aug and Spt, although there is almost certainly a fair amount of duplication in records.
However, records are slowly increasing. And as well as the obvious late summer/early
autumn peak birds turned up in every month of the year apart from Dec and incl. 2" cy, 3 cy
and adult birds.

D *Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans

2 records:

2nd cy Mch 2n, See photos.

1stcy Spt 11t

Still a tricky species to catch up with on Lodmoor



2nd cy Caspian Gull in flight(per Phil Cheeseman) and on the deck




Great black backed Gull Larus marinus
Ever present in the bay and Lodmoor.

Lesser black backed Gull Larus fuscus graellsii

Migrants incl. up to 20 a day in Feb and Mch. Otherwise generally present on the reserve and
in the bay in small numbers in the winter, spring and autumn.

Intermedius race birds incl. singles Mch 14, Spt 8" and a count of 6 20,

*Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus
2 records of singles in bay:

dark phase west Jly 9.

dark phase west Aug 15™.

*Razorbill Alca torda
Winter-spring: up to 4 in the bay Jan 12t - 15t 2 29t followed by 1 Mch 26t, 28th,
Autumn-winter: none at all until 2 Dec 26%, 1 29%,

*Common Guillemot Uria aalge

1- 2 in the bay Jan 14t and 15". 1 Apr 8.

Another really dire year. Both species of alcid are now a lot harder to see in the bay than they
were even 5 to 10 years ago.

In addition there were the usual smattering of auk sp. ...but not even many of them!

*Red throated Diver Gavia stellata

5 records of 12 birds in the bay:

1 Jan 10™,

6 settled Jan 12t

1 Feb 18™.

1 in summer plumage Oct 4t

3 settled Dec 10,

The double figures counts of migrants off the Bill aren’t reflected in Weymouth Bay. But the
groups recorded in Jan and Dec were probably part of a wider passage along the Dorset
coast.

Great northern Diver Gavia immer

Winter-spring: up to 7, but more usually 3 or 4, in the bay Jan to mid Mch. What were
presumably passage birds were recorded throughout Apr and incl. 4 9t and up to 5 to 18t.
Finally 2, in summer plumage, May 24,

Autumn-winter: the first returning bird was noted on Oct 26™. But sightings were pretty erratic
until Dec when groups of up to 6 were regular again. As ever there was clearly interchange
with Portland Harbour.

*Black throated Diver Gavia arctica

1 regularly Jan 2nd - 7th,

1 Mch 1st & 5,

1 Apr 61 & 9th,

2 May 17t with 1 -- a first summer bird -- daily to Jun 7%. See photo below.

1 Aug 25" and presumed same 315, Spt 5t - 7th,

An intriguing set of records. The long stayer in late May and early Jun is unprecedented at
that time of year. There were second hand reports of one in Portland Harbour later in Jun and
one summering off the Devon coast. Could these relate to one of the Wey Bay birds? And
could the remarkably early record in late Aug and early Spt also refer to one of the spring
birds?

An exceptional year for what is normally the scarcest diver in the bay.



Another Lodmoor photo first...Black throated diver in the bay

*Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis
5 records in bay:
2w Jan 31st, Mch 6™, Apr 6, Aug 7™, 8t,

*Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus
1 record:
1w May 13,

*Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauritanicus

1 record in bay:

4w Spt 29t

*In addition a large shearwater sp. went past Aug 31, during the Cory’s influx. But the
observer couldn’t quite clinch precise i.d.

Northern Gannet Morus bassanus

Winter/spring: up to 20 daily in Jan and smaller number regularly Feb-May.
Sumer/autumn: single figures noted mid summer. Increasingly obvious in Aug, peaking at
130+ 22" and 60+ 23™. Up to 15 a day to mid Spt.

Autumn/winter: near daily until the end of the year but usually in single figures with just two
isolated bigger counts: 25 Oct 20™ and 30+ Dec 31st.

A year round presence in the bay.

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

Ever-present reserve and bay.

Max. count of 27 on the reserve in Feb. But much bigger numbers commuted over and into
the bay in the morning...up to 80 birds noted.

As ever a number of birds showing some characteristics of P.c. sinensis also noted.

European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis

As usual present in small numbers..but far fewer than Cormorant, overwhelmingly in the
winter months and exclusively in the bay.

Singles recorded on a number of dates in the first half of Jan but then a gap to 1 Mch 8.
Then no more records until mid Aug. From Spt onwards 1 - 2 fairly regularly noted, with a
count of 5 together Oct 29t,



Early morning Shag.....Preston beach

D *Glossy ibis Plagedis falcinellus

1 record:

1w Spt 26" and presumed same bird s Oct 15t

This bird managed to fly over Lodmoor and then back again in plain sight while being seen by
a combined total of just 3 people. And where was it for the 4 days in between?

Lodmoor’s 14™ record....9 of them(featuring 11 birds) in the last 6 years.

Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia

About 12 records, featuring about 20 birds:

Winter/spring: 10 dates between Jan 11t - 29t mainly 1 -2 but incl. 6 16". Then about 6
birds on about 10 dates Feb 215t - Apr 10t .

Summer/Autumn: singles Jun 11th, 23rd - 251 Jly 13, Aug 11t 31st - Spt 2nd,

The usual series of spring records but the unseasonal clutch of Jan records were unusual.

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Present daily. Breeds nearby. Max 11 Spt.

On one occasion an individual was watched managing to swallow a garfish whole. This
species regularly raids garden ponds and one which visited a birder’s feasted on the local
frogs and newts.

Another in Aug was watched catching a mammal near the tern islands that looked very much
like Water vole.

D *Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

1 record:

1 photographed Apr 25,

The 17 Lodmoor record and possibly the most disobliging. Seen in flight by just one
observer at the moment it departed at dusk!

Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris

Winter/Spring: single(s) on 7 dates Jan 16t - Mch 2nd,

Autumn/Winter: singles(s) on 6 dates Oct 29t - Dec 29, as well as 1 w across Weymouth
Bay Dec 23,

The bird that flew across the bay at dawn in Dec was a sea watching first for Lodmoor! Grey
heron and Little egret are surprisingly regular off shore...but not Bittern.



Records generally are significantly down on even 5 years ago. But, in context, it is worth
noting that before an upsurge in records(starting around 2010) Bittern was usually this scarce
on Lodmoor.

Phil Cheeseman

Little Egret Egretta garzetta

A nearby breeder, which visits Lodmoor almost daily round the calendar...and only absent
when the reserve floods.

No repeat of 2023’s record count but birds were generally present in higher than average
numbers. It is slightly surprising they haven’t’ nested, or at least attempted to, in the cover
round the reed bed.

Notable counts incl. 20+ in late Jun and up to 14 in early Nov.

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

Like Great egret this species was a once genuine rarity that has now become now almost
commonplace.

Winter/Spring: 1 - 2 on 3 dates in Jan and 3 Feb 20™, were followed by singles Feb 24t Mch
181, 2 Apr 9t & 10", 3 22" and a summer plumage bird May 15t

Autumn: 2 in off Jly 1st and singles 27, Aug 9, were followed by a whole series of records of
usually 1-2 but up to 8 and 9 birds from Aug 23 - Nov 12, Clearly some duplication involved
here. Incl. a juv Spt 229,

Winter: 1 Dec 27th, 291,

In total birds were present for more than 5 weeks. It is reasonable to assume most hadn’t
come far...getting on for 100 are now being regularly recorded in the Abbotsbury area.

One pattern that has emerged is that-- despite only wandering locally -- a majority of birds still
turn up during the main spring and autumn passage periods.

Great Egret Ardea alba

A by now familiar pattern of records..and -- for the first time -- definitive proof(if it was needed)
of where they come from.

Winter/Spring: 1 on 2 dates in Jan before 2 different birds were recorded almost daily Feb 11t
- Mch 3. Subsequently 1 went west across the bay Apr 16%. Then a dark billed adult in early
May was joined by up to 5 more birds that were present daily into Jun.

Summer/Autumn: between 4 and 8 were regularly present throughout Jun. In Jly a ringed
immature turned out to be a juvenile hatched on Shapwick Heath on Apr 14t !

Turnover means it is impossible to accurately gauge exactly how many different individuals
were involved, but between 3 and 9 birds frequented Lodmoor daily until early Oct.



Autumn/Winter: most moved on during Oct but at least 1 remained to Nov 14", with 5 back,
briefly, 5t. Subsequently 1 Dec 9%, 12t & 15, Strangely we’ve yet to get a genuine over
wintering record.

*Osprey Pandion haliaetus

2 records of probably the same bird:

1 Aug 6 & 71,

A bafflingly poor year for a migrant that's become increasingly regular in recent years.

D *European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivornis

3 records:

1s over Greenhill May 15% ..... reported by a visitor.

1lne Spt 24,

1s Spt 27,

Not an easy bird to catch up with at Lodmoor. The north east bound bird gave gratifyingly
prolonged flight views as it cruised off towards Preston village.

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Breeding: 3 pairs(possibly 4) were in territory and at least 2 bred...in Horselynch and at
Overcombe. The resident population seems remarkably stable.

*Eurasian Goshawk Accipiter gentilis

1 record:

2 over Southdown Ridge, with at least 1 w, Oct 26™.

An extraordinary record. They were watched from a birder’s garden in Hazeldown interacting
over the ridge, before at least one, and possibly both, glided west towards the town centre.
A very rare bird on Lodmoor.

Genuine records are few and far between...this was just the 3 in the last 20 years or so.
Goshawks are fast increasing as a breeding bird in Dorset, so perhaps in future they’ll
become less rare in the skies over Lodmoor.

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

Breeding: one pair successfully bred up the northern end again. The adults were clearly
hunting for more than two by early Jun and the first fledged youngster emerged 22", soon
joined by two siblings. All 3 had dispersed by the third week in Jly.

Birds were displaying from Jan and nest building in Feb. As usual a variety of prey were taken
to the nest site incl. a Moorhen chick and a snake sp.

Other records: a total of at least 12 different inviduals were recorded round the year and incl.
roosts of up to 5 birds in winter. The annual total doesn’t incl. various juveniles that showed
up in the autumn because they could have been the locals returning to their natal site...but
may possibly have been youngsters from elsewhere.

D *White tailed Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla
1 record of a reintroduced immature:
circled reserve before going n over Southdown Ridge Apr 16%.

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo

Breeding: a pair were regularly present in the Lorton Valley during the spring and summer,
although there was no proof of breeding.

Winter/passage: an exceptional count of 11 on Mch 30" may well have incl. some migrants.
Similarly 4 in off Spt 12 could well have been passage birds.

At least 1 was wintering in the Two Mile Coppice area in Dec.

Red Kite Milvus milvus

11 records of about 70 birds.

The headline total is a bit misleading because 51 of them all went over in one day -- May 7t --
during one of those by now customary mass movements in spring. In fact 60 out of the annual
total of 70 went through between May 7" and Jun 1st,

As usual much harder to come by in the autumn..singles Jly 19 and Spt 20™.



One of the 50 odd Red kites going through May 7t.

Western Barn Owl Tyto alba

Breeding: a pair again successfully bred in the Dorset Wildlife Trust's nest box over the Lorton
Valley VC. A total of 4 chicks were hatched and 3 made it to fledging(the runt may have been
eaten by its siblings).

*Short eared Owl Asio flammeus

1 record:

le over Southdown Ridge Feb 271,

This could well have been the same individual that was subsegently recorded just outside the
Lodmoor area at Bowleaze/Redcliff in Mch. They’ve wintered there in the recent past.

Over Lodmoor itself Short eared owls are in danger becoming a rarity. That's now just 4
records in the last 3 years.

Tawny Owl Strix aluca
Calling birds noted Lomoor Country Park and Greenhill. Almost certanly bred.
And almost certainly under recorded.

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

Winter-spring: 2 regularly from 2023 until Mch 6™, occasionly seen fishing off the beach as
well as the reserve.

Autumn/Winter: the first post breeding bird turned up Jly 12%. Birds were then continually
present until the end of the year with at least 2 wintering into 2025.

Judging by the particularly healthy numbers on Lodmoor they had a good summer. Up to 4
birds daily were regularly recorded in Spt. Without ringing it is impossible to get a sense on
exactly how many birds were involved but it was surely a lot more than 4! At least 2 stayed to
the end of the year.

Great spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

Breeding: in territory again in Lodmoor CP, Horselynch and Two Mile Coppice. At least 1, and
probably 2, pairs nested in the CP...although only a single fledged young was seen. A family
party of 3 was also noted in Two Mile Coppice...and a fledged juv was in a birder’s garden in

Jly. The breeding population appears stable.

Arguably the most interesing sighting of the year was a bird in the CP bearing a ring.



European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis

Breeding: no fledged young were noted but pairs were apparently in territory in the
Horselynch area and around Two Mile Coppice.

Elsewhere in Dorset many observers have commented on a sharp decline in Green wood
sightings, so it'll be interesting to see if the Lodmoor pairs continue to prosper.

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Breeding: at least 1 pair bred again in Lorton Valley.
1 to 2 were present regularly both early on and later in the year.

D *Red footed Falcon Falco vespertinus

1 record:

juv hunting over the reserve before heading north Spt 26,

The 6™ Lodmoor record but the first for the autumn and only the 2" since the 1970s.

*Merlin Falco columbarius

2 records:

le Oct 34,

1 Nov 16" and almost certainly the same, briefly perched, 20t.

Never anything other than very scarce over Lodmoor..so seeing a perched bird was a rare
event.

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo

Spring/Summer: a better year than 2023...and once again the suspicion of breeding in the
Lorton Valley or nearby.

The first bird of the spring on Apr 15" was Lodmoor’s second earliest record. Subsequently 1,
and occasionally 2, noted on many dates late Apr and May. In Jun and Jly a 1t summer bird
were seen displaying and carrying prey up the northern end.

Autumn: just 7 records Aug 18t - Oct 81,

Peregrine Falco peregrinus

The St. John's One carried on from where she left off in 2023, spending many days early in
the year and again from the summer onwards, maintaining her vigil on the steeple. From here
she often hunted over the the neighbouring streets and used it as a launch pad to strike over
Lodmoor. On several occasions she could be seen dismembering her prey.

Otherwise there were occasional sightings of a juvenile over the reserve in early autumn.

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius

Breeding: at least 1, and possibly 2, pairs were resident in Two Mile Coppice...and 2 juvs
were seen in late Jun. In the winter months up to 6 birds were noted, suggesting maybe there
is more than a single nesting pair.

1 or 2 wandering birds, almost certainly from 2MC, turned up regularly around Horselynch
and the Country Park area in the autumn and were recorded on many dates commuting over
the reed bed.

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica
Breeding: common, noisy nesting resident. Max counts of 17 west side Spt and 26 near the
corvid roost at northern end in Dec.

Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula

Breeding: common and widespread.

Passage: a pronounced movement noted by vis miggers this autumn. An impressive total of
more than 5,000 were counted, going mainly west, almost daily from early to late Oct.
Movement was steady rather than spectacular but incl. regular day counts of 200+ and max.
numbers of 750 Oct 24 1,200 25" and 1,000 26%.

Winter: once again a cacophony of at least 800 birds gathered in the parknride in the winter
evenings before roosting in Two Mile Coppice.



Dawn on Preston beach

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Most obvious when up to 300 use Two Mile Coppice to roost on winter evenings. Otherwise
often a fairly scarce bird on a circuit of Lodmoor.

However, small numbers once again went over with the migrating Jackdaw flocks in autumn.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone

Breeding: at least 3 pairs again nested in their usual trees/bushes bounding the reserve.
Fledged birds appeared rather late this summer and flying juvs weren’t evident on and around
the reserve until Jun.

Winter: incl. one devouring a dead Cormorant by the viewing shelter.

Northern Raven Corvus corax

Ground hog day, really. Once again this impressive corvid regularly visited the reserve(and
especially the recycling centre) in small numbers. They breed near by and family parties of up
to 5 birds were sometimes seen. Displaying pairs also graced the air space over the reserve
on occasions. And not just the airspace...two also alighted at one point in a birder’s bijou
back garden.

As well as birds that seem to come and go from the Ridgeway to the north east others also
frequently come in from the west.

Coal Tit Periparus ater

Breeding: 2 pairs again present in Two Mile Coppice and at least 1(maybe 2) pairs in the
Country Park. ..5 fledged young were noted there in early Jun.

The number of sightings this year suggests there may may be a modest increase in
numbers...possibly the product of a couple of good nesting seasons.

Coal tit remains a tough bird to see on the Lodmoor itself but at least one was recorded along
Southdown and Hazeldown Avenues on several dates in late Oct and Nov.



Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus

Common, every day breeding resident.

Incl. a pair that nested in a hole in the metal pole at the old composting site...which makes a
change from a hole in the metal pole in the car park.

Great Tit Parus major
Common, every day breeding resident. And, if anything, perhaps increasing in numbers. See
also Long tailed tit.

Bearded Reedling Panurus biamicus

Breeding: another resident that seems to be thriving. The nesting population appears to
number about 7 pairs. And survival rates of young seem to be reassuringly high. Evidence of
how successful a year they’d had was provided by counts of 35 to 40 birds in Spt, incl. a good
proportion of juveniles, and a flock 20 erupting Oct 11%.

*Woodlark Lullula arborea

1 record:

le Oct 11th,

Some autumns are better than others. This wasn’t one of them.

Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis

Breeding: none of us checked out the fields between the top of Brackendown and Littlemoor
where at last 1 pair were still breeding in 2023. But there were no reports of singing birds from
the birders who live near the top of the estate.

Winter/Spring: 2 over Feb 16", 1w Mch 10", 2 obvious migrants in off Overcombe Apr 19, 1
over May 29,

Autumn: a poor return for vis miggers this year. Only about 260 were logged all autumn
between late Spt and mid Dec. And no really big day counts either...the highest was just 40
Oct 11,

Sand Martin Riparia riparia

Spring: the first 4 turned up Mch 10™. Subsequently moving through in pretty good numbers,
with up to 100 daily by 21st. Passage was steady in Apr. Counts of 300 going to roost in the
reed bed in the last week may have incl. local breeders as well as migrants. As usual
numbers dropped sharply to just 1 or 2 a day in late May and Jun.

Autumn: numbers gradually increased into Jly but generally remained modest through Aug.
And it wasn’t until late Spt that three figure counts were logged again...during major
movements of Swallows and House martins. Finally singles Oct 1st and 4.

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

Breeding: at least 3 pairs nested in the skate park and in the Greenhill area again. The
Greenhill birds produced 4 fledged young.

Spring: a really worringly poor spring...although it may just have been the result of a wet, cold
Apr. First bird not until Mch 31st. Double figures not achieved until Apr 9" and even in late
Apr and early May peak counts never rose above 80.

Autumn: like 2023 another bumper autumn. 200+ were already gathering to insect above
Lodmoor in late Jly and by early Spt approx. 6,000 a day were moving through. The hirundine
fest continued with 4,000 still as late as Oct 1%, before falling quite sharply until the last Oct
31st.

The really obvious contrast between spring and autumn numbers of both Swallow and House
martins in recent years strongly suggests both species are increasingly taking a different
route north than their flight path south.

Western House Martin Delichon urbicum

Breeding: for the first time in a number of years at least 2 pairs returned to nest under the
eaves of the houses along Greenhill promenade. Between them they produced at least 9
young that were on the wing by late Jly. That sounds a late date but reflects the fact that they
didn’t get started nesting until late May. In addition birds gathering mud from the reserve were
clearly breeding locally.



House martins have declined in the south west by more than 60% in the last 30 years.
However, at the same time numbers have actually increased in Northern Ireland and Scotland.
This implies that the problem may be the lack of suitable nest sites...given the fashion for
houses with no eaves or with plastic soffits.

Spring: no sign in any recovery in numbers of migrants. Another spring sadly lacking in any
significant numbers. The first of the year appeared Apr 71, and only just about managed
double figure counts by late Apr and early May. In fact the biggest flock of the entire spring
was just 36 on May 14,

Autumn: once again a much better showing than the spring(perhaps all those Scottish and
Irish birds come back this way!). 200+ daily passed throigh in Spt, rising to 600 20™. In early
Oct 100/200 a day were still passing through, with the last of the year 11t.

Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti

Breeding: none of us made a concerted effort to count singing males...although there were
plenty of them. The RSPB carried out a breeding survey in the spring, so it'll be interesting to
see what that produced. The general impression is that -- possibly thanks to a series of mild
winters -- the breeding population remains pretty healthy. A minimum of 4 family parties were
observed in the summer...but that is surely a big underestimate of the total nesting population.
Cetti’s often move a surprising distance from the vicinity of the reed bed and a male turned up
in a garden on Cranford Ave in Spt.

Long tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus

Breeding: present in good numbers all year.

Personally | can’t remember a year when this species seemed to be quite so conspicuous
and ubiquitous. The number and frequency of late summer, autumn and winter flocks
suggests a high success rate among local nesters. One flock in late summer incl. 12 juvs. In
Dec there were 2 flocks of 20+ birds each on either side of the reserve, another big flock in
CP and 2 more flocks, of between 15 and 25 birds, in 2MC.

*Yellow browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus

3 records:

calling CP Oct 9" and 23",

1 non caller in the ne corner of the main path Oct 215,

2023 produced a rare blank autumn, so nice to see a return to form. Amazing how what was
once a major rarity in the Lodmoor area has now been recorded in 11 of the last 12 autumns.
Is that just down to more observers or a real increase in numbers? And when are we going to
get Hume'’s or Red breasted fly?

The ne corner, btw, is now a candidate for Lodmoor’s YBW hotspot.

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

Spring: first Mch 21s. Subsequently a pretty poor spring -- in common with a number of
commoner passerine migrants. Recorded daily to May 7% but only up to 4 or 5 a day. Adult in
a birder’s garden Jun 8" was a very late migrant by Lodmoor standards.

Autumn: first returning birds Jly 26™. But, as in the spring, numbers remained disappointingly
low without any double figure day counts. Last Spt 131,

A seriously underwhelming year.

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

Breeding: at least 9 in territory, most of them in the Lorton Valley/Two Mile Coppice areas.
And a good number of freshly fledged juvs noted in late June and Jly.

Winter-spring: up to 8 wintered on Lodmoor and the surrounding area early in the year. In
contrast to Willow warbler a reasonable spring for passage birds. What looked like migrants
started appearing in early Mch and incl. 20+ a day moving through later in the month and Apr.
An aberrant singer that hung around for a couple of days sounded like a cross between
Iberian, Siberian and Common!

Autumn: some good falls were noted from late Jly onwards and incl. 50+ Spt 25™, 70+ Oct 2,
25+ in the CP alone 9" - 111", and 50+ 13t".

Winter: at least 12 and perhaps as many as 15 were wintering in the wider area in Dec -- a
record number in winter.



The regular by The Hump...one of the few Sedge Warblers still holding territory

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Spring passage/breeding: first Apr 5%. Like last year this was followed less by a flood and
more by a trickle of between 1 and 6 birds daily to early May.

Sadly there was again very little evidence that this species is staging a recovery. Four singing
males were in territory around the perimeter of the reserve with a fifth on the west bank. It is
not clear, however, even from that modest total, how many successfully found mates.
Autumn: 1 to 2 migrants near daily from late Jly. But numbers were generally low...a max of 6
in late Aug but more often just 1 or 2 a day. Last: Spt 25,

Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Spring/breeding: first Apr 2. There was then the usual clutch of arrivals with at least 10
singing by 18™. Unlike Sedge this species remains a common breeding visitor to Lodmoor.
But, compared to recent years, the number of singers in May/Jun seemed quite low. One
observor suggested it may be connected the how dry the reed bed had become. There was
flurry family parties appearing in late Jun and Jly but again, numbers seemed lower than
usual.

Autumn: generally small numbers present daily throughout late summer and as far as mid Spt.
Records became more intermittant after that but 1 - 2 birds lingered along the west path until
the latish date of Oct 26t™.

Common Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia
Just 3 reelers in spring from Apr 19 - Apr 271,
For the 2" year running none hung around long enough to suggest breeding.



* an RSPB volunteer(apparently unfamiliar with Lodmoor) claimed Savi’s warbler up the
northern end during a breeding survey. Since it was claimed in an area where Gropper was
reeling at the time, there’s no photographic or recording evidence and Savi’s is a rarity that
has no chance of being accepted unless a description’s submitted I've ignored it for now.

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Winter-spring: 3 regularly in different birder's gardens in Jan, Feb were followed by a red
head in 2MC early Mch that had probably also over wintered. The first singer appeared Mch
11t and there was then an obvious arrival of migrants from 215t in what turned into very much
a Blackcap spring. Unlike many other commoner summer visitors Blackcaps enjoyed a
bumper Apr. At least 10 daily were singing mid Apr.

Breeding: at least 8 singing males held territory in Two Mile Coppice, Horselynch and Lorton
Valley.

Autumn-Winter: several falls in Spt featuring up to 30 birds a day peaked at 50+ 25 in what
was again an above average autumn. Up to 3 a day were still being logged most days in Oct
until the last Nov 9. Once again up to 4 regularly visiting nearby gardens in Dec.

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin

Spring: 1 singing west bank Apr 16,

Autumn: 3 Aug 3 announced return passage. Subsequently 1 - 2 on a number of dates until
Spt 7.

Numbers were about par for autumn...the bushes on the bank along the west path are this
species favoured habitat in autumn.

Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca

Spring/breeding: first arrival Apr 14™, Subsequently recorded daily and a total of 4 were
rattling away around the reserve in May. These incl. a singing male at the Overcombe end in
Jun. In addition at least 4 more were in territory in the Lorton Valley. Males were still singing
in early June. Proof of breeding was provided by at least one very approachable family party
along the west path in Jly and early Aug as well as an adult and a juv at the old composting
site.

Autumn: rather poor. Relatively low numbers. Last Spt 3.

Common Whitethroat Curruca communis

Spring/breeding: first Apr 7t ...the same first arrival date as 2023. A species that is turning up
earlier in recent years. The usual pulse of migrants incl. a notable spring fall(by Lodmoor
standards) of at least 30 on Apr 27,

Once again the strongholds for breeding birds was the scrub in Lorton Valley and the bushes
around Overcombe

Autumn: the usual prolonged passage that seemed to start in late Jly and extended to late
Spt....last 25", No big falls this autumn.

Dartford Warbler Curruca undata

Essentially 3 sets of records involving anything from 2 to 4 birds:

at least 1 from 2023 was still frequenting the gorse and brambles on the west bank in Jan and
was singing in mid Mch...raising hopes of a return as a breeding bird. Despite much effort,
however, there were no further sightings until...... a male Jun 16" & 17,

1 in the same area, albeit very eratically, in Nov and late Dec...joined by a 2" on at least Nov
14th,

Bird present in suitable breeding habitat, as they say. It is tempting to think the Jun sightings
implied nesting but there were no records of singing birds in Apr or May, so it may just have
been a post breeding wanderer from elsewhere.
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Dartford Warbler again wintered ' Phil Cheeseman

*Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla
4 records of singles:

Two Mile Coppice Jan 8t .

west path Jan 15,

end of Wey Bay Ave Oct 26™.

west side Dec 239 & 28,

Goldcrest Regulus regulus

Breeding: at least 2 pairs nested in the Country Park. 4 more were in territory in Two Mile
Coppice. Fledged young were noted at both sites in Jun and Aug. In addition one was singing
for 3 weeks in May at the end of Southdown Ave and could have been a wanderer from
nearby Horselynch.

Passage/wintering: present in small numbers year round. Birds seen during the winter months
may well be part of a resident population...one was singing on Christmas Eve. Peak passage
usually occurs in late Spt and Oct and up to 8 a day were passing through in Oct. However,
there was also a pronounced early spring peak this year which incl. a max of 9 in late Mch.

Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes

An ever present and very common breeding bird.

Evidence that this species also occurs as a migrant/winter visitor to Lodmoor was provided by
an obvious increase in numbers in Oct.

Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea

Confined to the northern end this year. A pair were noted in Two Mile Coppice in Mch(but not
subsequently in spring) and 1 had tagged along with a Long tailed tit flock on several dates in
Dec.

A calling bird could be heard from the Lorton Lodge area in early August. The mature trees in
the grounds look perfect for Nuthatch and may be where our Lodmoor area birds come from.

Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris
Breeding: once again present year round in Two Mile Coppice and the Country Park where
they again nested. The CP pair had to abandon their original nest site when they discovered a



neighbour from hell in the form of Great spots. But they clearly relocated successfully...adults
with fledged young were observed in late Jun.

One was found at the end of Southdown Oct 29t It probably hadn’t come far but remains a
hard bird to catch up with on Lodmoor itself. -

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris

Breeding: commonly breeds in the wider area. Locally bred juvs were evident from mid May
onwards and made up a good proportion of the day time flocks of 150+ feeding on the
reserve.

Passage: what looked like high flying westwards migrants incl. 250+ through Oct 315t
Winter/roosts: some spectacular numbers in the last quarter of the year. Murmuration began
building in Oct and peaked at somewhere between 30,000 and 40,000 by Nov 12t and 13,
Most of the Lodmoor birds appear to stream in from the north on winter evenings. At least two
didn’t make it --- taken by Sparrowhawk and Peregrine respectively.

The twilight ballet was short lived....roosting numbers had dropped dramatically by Dec.

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus

Once again confined to autumn migrants.

A pulse of records may have involved some of the same birds hanging around off passage for
a few days. At any rate, recorded on 11 dates Oct 15™ - Nov 13t™. Mainly singles but 2 on Nov
1st and 13t

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos

Breeding: an estimated 16 pairs held territory around Lodmoor, the CP and Lorton Valley, incl.
Horselynch and Two Mile Coppice. Song thrush as a breeding bird has slowly but surely
been increasing as a breeder in the Lodmoor area in the last 10 years or more.
Winter/Passage: there was a small arrival in Oct incl. what looked like some darker
Continental type birds. Good numbers were still present in early Nov but, like Blackbird, a
percentage moved on.

Redwing Turdus iliacus

Winter: in the early months of the year a flock of up to 20 frequented Two Mile Coppice, with
10 regular in the Country Park. Birds were around until early Mch but there were no records of
spring migrants this year.

At the other end of the year Redwings were surprisingly hard to come by. Records were
confined to just 1 -2 occasionally CP and the odd single up the northern end.

Autumn: the first birds of the autumn were noted Oct 13, Subsequently noted on many
dates, mainly in single figures, until a noticable increase from late Oct, incl. 32 27t™. Birds
were going through daily in the first half of Nov and incl. 40+ 14™. Finally 20 went ene 21stin
what looked like a small hard weather movement.

Common Blackbird Turdus merula

Breeding: Common and widespread.

Autumn: no big influxes this year but there were the expected arrivals of immigrants, to swell
the resident population, in Oct and Nov.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

Winter: 1 visited a birder’s garden on Brackendown Jan 12t 13 and 21st.

Autumn passage: 24 over on 7 dates Nov 31 - 21st,

Last year’s spring singer didn’t make it into the DBC report, which seems an odd omission
because singing Fieldfare is a rare event indeed in Dorset.

European Robin Erithacus rubecula

Breeding: a widespread and common breeding resident. Freshly fledged juvs were popping
up all over the place, suggesting this species had a good summer. That impression was
reinforced by what felt like higher than average numbers at the end of the year.

Passage: the usual obvious arrivals of immigrants in Oct. But, as ever, difficult to know how
many stayed to winter and how many of the Dec birds were locals.



Spotted flycatcher Country Park Phil Cheeseman

*Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata
Autumn: 3 Aug 18™", 4 29, singles Spt 1st, 9, 2 CP 23, with at least 1 to 27,
No spring records and a fairly average autumn.

*European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
3 records of singles:

Aug 29t - 31st....CP.

Aug 30™..old recycling centre

Spt 9. ...CP.

*Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus
2 records:

female Apr 27t,

fem/imm old recycling centre Spt 2",

Probably Lodmoor’s worst showing this century!

*Whinchat Saxicola rubetra

Spring: 4 north end Apr 27,

Autumn: singles Spt 31, 20t

Definitely not a vintage year for migrant chats and flycatchers!

European Stonechat Saxicola torquata

Breeding: a pair were in territory on the Horselynch slope Apr and early May but it’'s not clear
if they stayed to nest.

Winter: 1 - 2 wintered Jan-Mch and 4 were present late Dec.

Passage: 3 Mch 8" were candidates for spring migrants. The first bird of the autumn Spt 18™.
Subsequently up to 4 late Spt/early Oct rising to 7 later in Oct.



Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

Spring: about 60 Mch 15™ - May 26™. Peak passage late Apr and incl. 22 27,

Autumn: about 25 Aug 3™ - Oct 1st,

Numbers in spring were a modest improvement on the previous couple of years but any
optimism was short lived. The autumn totals must rank as the lowest ever on Lodmoor.

House Sparrow and (ex) Emperr

House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Breeding: a local success story. The colonies along Southdown, Overcombe, the west side of
the reserve and Greenhill all continue to thrive.

The Southdown flock numbered at least 50 birds on occasion.

Dunnock Prunella modularis
Remains a very common, ever present resident.

Autumn Yellow wags h ‘ Phil Cheeseman



Western yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava

Spring: singles over n Apr 1t, 12t and 2n on the unexpected date of Jun 19t

Autumn: first Jly 14t and then only intermittantly until late Aug. From then daily through Aug
and incl. 30+ roosting in the reed bed early Spt and 20+ with the cattle late Spt. Last Oct 11,

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

Winter/Spring: 1/2 erratically Jan to mid Mch.

Autumn/Winter: first returning birds appeared early this year...from Jly 4. But only
occasionally recorded until the usual Spt peak when up to 4 were going through/lingering
daily into early Nov. At least 3 remained until the end of Dec and into 2025.

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba

Breeding: incl. 1 pair that nested successfully at Greenhill again.

Winter/Passage: a smattering of White Wagtails Motacilla alba alba once again disported
themselves on the seaward end of the reserve in spring and in Spt. Passage generally,
though, was light.

In Dec up to 50 headed to roost west along the seafront each evening.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

Winter/Spring: a paltry total of just 6 were noted early in the year. But numbers going over in
spring were unusually high -- for Lodmoor at least. The first birds arrived in off on Feb 27t
and a noticable passage in the first half of Mch incl. 37 in off 11,

Autumn/Winter: passage noted from Aug 31st. Subsequently max. day counts of 400+ 17,
200+ 27, 100+ daily early Oct.

By late Nov and Dec at least 25 were wintering...at the northern end, the Horselynch slope
and Overcombe.

*Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis

3 records of fly over singles:

Aug 16™, Oct 1st, 2nd,

Either we’re getting hard of hearing or Tripits are increasingly giving Lodmoor a wide berth!

Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta

Winter/Spring: the wintering population at Overcombe shows little sign of recovering. Just 1
was noted in Jan, with 2 Mch 5" & 17t

Autumn/Winter: the same story really. 1 was heard commuting between Overcombe and the
main reserve Oct 18" and then 3 dates in Nov, followed by 2 more records of singles in early
Dec.

*Eurasian Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus

The usual birds wintered just beyond the Lodmoor boundary in Bowleaze Cove and across
the bay at The Nothe.

But just 2 records from Preston beach: 1w Spt 231, | in off(possibly from The Nothe) at
Greenhill Dec 9,

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coalebs

Breeding: singing from Feb 16%". 2/3 pairs occupied CP/Weymouth Bay Ave area, 2 pairs
were around Two Mile Coppice and 1/2 pairs Horselynch area. After years of decline locally
there is some sign of modest recovery.

Passage: better late than never. Overhead migration was fairly modest until late Oct, when it
incl. 150+ over 31st. Counts of just over three figures were then a feature on a number of
dates in the first half of Nov.

*Brambling Fringilla montifringilla

3 records of 5 autumn fly overs:

le Oct 11,

2e Oct 27,

2e Oct 31% ..coinciding with a pronounced Chaffinch movement.

As ever who knows how many non calling birds we missed in high flying Chaffinch flocks



*Hawfinch Coccothraustes occothraustes

3 records of fly overs:

2 ne Nov 9,

1 over Horselynch slope Nov 12,

1, heard only, Nov 28%,

Part of an autumn influx nationally for this species. First added to the Lodmoor list only 20
years ago these records represent just the fifth autumn they’ve been logged. The first half of
Nov seems to be the most frequent window of opportunity for anyone who wishes to add them
to their local list.

Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrrhula

Breeding: perhaps as many as 6 or 7 pairs nest in the wider area. The area in and around
Two Mile Coppice has always been a stronghold for this species locally but in recent years
they have spread around the reserve, with family parties popping up regularly down both the
west and east sides of the reserve.

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris

Breeding: about 10 pairs were in territory, mainly on the west side in May and subsequently
plenty of juvs were evident.

Winter: wintering flocks totalling about 25 birds present both ends of the year.

Common Linnet Linaria cannabina

Breeding: the nesting colony in the gorse on the west side is made up of mainly summer
visitors. It would be intriguing to know just how far(or near) our breeding birds go to winter. As
usual they began apearing regularly from late Feb. The population seems stable...at around 8
to 9 pairs.

Passage: obvious autumn movement first noted from Spt 14", Vis mig. continued until at least
mid Nov an incl. 150+ over Oct 3, 100+ near daily mid Oct.

Winter: 2 west path Jan 2" & 7t and 4 24 & 251, Maybe a small number are now wintering.

Redpoll Acanthis cabaret
7 records of just 9 fly overs Spt 28 - Dec 11,
The two Dec records(4t, 11%) were unusually late but otherwise one of the poorer autumn.

*Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra

1 record:

2e over Southdown Aug 31st.

Unlike most species of scarcer migrants over Lodmoor Crossbills -- like these two
-- sometimes turn up relatively early in the autumn. The first since 2021.

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis

Once again a common passage migrant, wintering species and -- in modest numbers --
breeding bird.

Passage: incl. 250+ over Oct 3.

Winter: flocks of 60+ Jan-Feb and 40+ Dec.

Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus

Spring: 3e Jan 71(!), then no fewer than 20 on 12 dates Mch 15" - May 20™, incl. that
Lodmoor rarity....settled birds Mch 15", 21st and Apr 1st.

Autumn: fewer than 60 Aug 315t - Nov 13™,

A strange year. One of the poorest autumns for a long time but a (relatively) really strong
showing in spring...the opposite of most years.

*Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus

1 record:

le calling Nov 11,

Doesn’t get any easier. Only the 8™ record in the last 14 years.

*Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella
5 records:
2 Oct 1t,1 27, 3 Nov 1st, 1 2nd 1 9th,



*Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus

1 record:

singing male Apr 30,

One of the top finds of the year. This male was happily singing away on top of the bushes
between the car park and the tip road. Cirl Bunting bred on Southdown(where the estate now
is) in the 1950s but disappeared as part of a general range contraction. There’s only been the
odd single since and for the last record you have to go all the way back to 1978.

Birds, however, are now recolonising Dorset. A male was only just up the road at Coombe
Valley in 2023 and 7 were wintering a short flight away near Bridging Camp into 2025. So,
fingers crossed, more to follow.

Male Cirl Bunting by the tip road Rik Gold

Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus

Breeding: about 6 males were in territory.

Winter: numbers seemed down this winter. But outside the breeding season birds disperse
into fields and bushes well beyond the strict reserve boundary, so we may have missed some.
The north end of the west bank remains a favoured wintering area...at least 4 present there.

ESCAPES
Bar headed Goose Anser indicus
1 Aug 231 & 24,

Australian Shelduck Tadorna tadornoides

1 several dates in Dec.

In addition there were the usual Heinz variety of hybrid escapees to keep the toggers
interested. These incl. what looked like Shelduck x Ruddy Shelduck.



BUTTERFLIES

Large Skipper Ochlodes venata Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris
Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon

20+ Furzey Cliffs in late Jun.

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni Large White Pieris brasicae

Green veined White Pieris napi Small White Pieris rapae

Orange tip Anthocaris cardemines Common Blue Polyommatus icarus
Holly Blue Celastaina argiolus Clouded Yellow Colias croceus
Comma Polygonia c-album Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus

Painted Lady Cynthia cardui

Incl 1 on the late date of Dec 2.

Peacock Inachis io Small Tortoiseshell Alais urticae
Red Admiral Venessa atalanta

Marbled White Melanagia galathea

Still thriving in Lorton Valley. Also incl. 10 on Furzey Cliffs.

Meadow Brown Manida jurtina

Incl. 50+ Jun 21st,

Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus Wall Brown Lasiommata megara
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas
ODONATA

Hairy Dragonfly Brachytron pratense

Flying from mid Apr and enjoying a really good spring.
Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta

Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea

Green eyed Hawker Aeshnaisoceles

Active from late May. In just 5 years has gone from being a major rarity to amazingly common.
Beautiful demoiselle Calopteryx virgo

Regularly recorded on the clear stream at Overcombe in spring. Potentially breeding. Others
visited different birder’ gardens in Jly.

Banded demoiselle Calopteryx splendens

See above. Both species may just have been migrants but the habitat is suitable.

Beautiful Demoiselle Overcombe



Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator

Vagrant Emperor

1 flew in off the sea and straight into a birder’s living room Jun 2. He panicked, tried to catch
it and forced it back out the window. What an idiot.

Broad bodied Chaser Libellula depressa

Four spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata

Present again Lorton Meadow pools where established in small numbers. Egg laying in early
Jun. And ovipositing in a birder’s garden pond. No Scarce Chasers this year.

Black tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum

Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum

Good numbers again.

Ruddy Darter Sympetrum sanguineum

Confined to 2/3 males ina birder’s garden in Aug.

Beautiful demoiselle Calopteryx virgo

Regularly recorded on the clear stream at Overcombe in spring. Potentially breeding. Others
visited different birder’ gardens in Jly.

Banded demoiselle Calopteryx splendens

See above. Both species may just have been migrants but the habitat is suitable.

Large red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula

Common blue Damselfly Emallagma cyathigerum

Blue tailed Damselfly Ischura elegans

Azure Damselfly Coenigrion puella

Small red eyed Damselfly Erythomma najas

In Geoff's garden pond in Aug....last year it appeared on Nevil's pond!

~
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The only kind of canine that belongs on Lodmoor

MAMMALS

Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra

One of the highlights of the year. A whole series of sightings from all over the reserve in Jun,
Jly and Aug. There was then a gap until 1 was seen again in early Dec(and again in 2025).
Earlier up to 3 were seen together. Wouldn't it be nice if they became a regular feature of
Lodmoor.



American Mink Mustela lutreola

More unwanted records(after 2 in 2023). 2 sightings again, in Jly and Aug.

Sika Cervus nippon

Firmly established in the reed beds. Max count of 12. Proof of breeding provided by a well
grown fawn photographed Dec 28t™.

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus

The saddest sight of the year was a dead fawn discovered on the west bank in Spt. This
appears to be the last stronghold for this species locally but even here there is growing
disturbance from dog walkers. Fortunately 2 were still present in the undergrowth in Dec.
*No more Muntjac sightings this year.

Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus

Occasional sightings in the bay...most regular in Dec.

European Rabbit Orctolegus cuniculus European Badger Meles meles
Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolenensis Red Fox Vulpes vulpes

Least Weasel Mustela nivalis

European Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus

1 -2 in birder’'s garden in Aug were the first there for a number of years.

Bank Vole Myodes glareolus.

1 Beachdown in Apr. See photo.

Water Vole Arvicola amphibius

1 in a birder’s garden pond in Jun. Still being recorded annually in the Lodmoor area.
See also Grey Heron.

Short tailed Field Vole Microtus agrestis Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus
Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus European Mole Talpa europaea
Common Shrew Sorex areneus

Eurasian Pygmy Shrew Sorex minutus

1 dead May 231,

Common Bottle nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus

Incl. a calf with a pod of 6 in Jan.

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena

1 close in Wey Bay Dec 9. Not an easy species to get on your Lodmoor list.
Pipistrelle sp.




OTHER CREATURES

Atlantic Blue Fin Tuna Thunnus thynnus

1 breaching in the bay Aug 11%". A spectacular sight...they’re bloody big things. Now
spreading into Dorset, so hopefully we can expect more.

European Hornet Vespa crabro

Many sightings, as last year, in the CP in the autumn.

Hummingbird Hawkmoth Macroglossum stellatarum

Smooth Newt Lissotriton vulgaris

Common Frog Rana temporaria

Common Toad Bufo bufo

Common Slow Worm Anguis fragilis

Furry Dronefly Eristalis intricaria

Yes, I'd never heard of it either. Photographed Jly 1st and i.d. courtesy of Obsidentify.
It's a type of hoverfly also known as Furry Bee Mimic..but you already knew that didn’t you.



