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Introduction

The following report presents a systematic list and detailed notes of the wildlife — primarily birds —
observed at the Hatch Pond LNR in Poole during 2024. Most observations and records are those
made by myself (Martin Smith, editor of this paper) and as such are uncredited. Any sightings or
records from other observers (kindly supplied by the Dorset Bird Club County Recorder) have their
initials noted in square brackets and each is named on the List of Contributors.

Between 1 January and 31 December 2024, a total of 86 bird species were recorded at Hatch
Pond; the highest annual total ever recorded. 83 were recorded personally by me, and three
(Oystercatcher, Red Kite and Bearded Tit) by other observers. Of the 83 species | recorded, nine
were seen for the first time, bringing my list to 93; and of those, one species (Cattle Egret)

constitutes a new record for the site and brings the Hatch Pond List to 146 species.

Reflecting on the year as a whole, there were generally fewer birds of most species recorded
during the 12-month period — maximum counts were lower in most instances, and especially
among wildfowl. It was an exceptionally mild year which may account for this, but it may reflect a
national trend. Snow fell briefly in January during a cold snap that lasted a week but the pond was
only partially frozen on two mornings during that period, and later in the year temperatures rarely
fell below 3°C and ground frost was rare. The spring was one of the wettest on record across the
UK - average rainfall in Dorset rose by 110% of the national average. Both spring and autumn
were also exceptionally warm: average temperatures in both February and December were
reported by the MET Office as being among the highest on record.

Personal circumstances may also have had an effect on bird records this year. Slight shifts in
working hours, for example, meant that | only made 110 recording visits to the Pond, compared to
over 140 during 2023. | spent more time on site early morning and evening, and less time during
regular ‘daylight’ hours. This may especially have influenced the relatively fewer records of
butterflies and odonata. Further to this — as described below in the BCP Management Report —
access to some areas of the Pond has been restricted by overgrown bramble and gorse, giving
less survey opportunities.

Nevertheless, it continues to be an inspiring and encouraging site that deserves more watching as
well as coverage from other observers, and would benefit from some specialist, dedicated surveys
which will hopefully take place over the next couple of years. And, as referenced above, the
number of bird species recorded during the year remains high despite different conditions, with

some spectacular highlights and interesting records throughout the year.

Martin Smith [Editor] - February 2025
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There was no cutting of the reeds this year. Instead, clearance work was undertaken to remove
bramble, gorse, willow and other small trees from the wet heath and fen area at the north end of

the site, as described here by BCP Environmental Services:

The area of humid heath to the north of the pond suffers from encroachment of scrub, in particular

bramble and sapling trees. Management is undertaken sporadically to try and prevent this
establishing. Although a tiny fragment, the heath here still supports some heathland specific
species which, without intervention, would be lost from site. Even with the management that has
been undertaken, the area has continued to decline and requires further input.

Early winter saw clearance across a part of the heath area that will hopefully create conditions to
enable heathland flora and species to flourish. Heathers and grasses should dominate, whilst
producing a mosaic of varying vegetation heights and age structure that in turn will benefit the
small remaining population of commoner reptiles, as well as a range of invertebrates. This
management will continue each winter, on a rotation, tackling each area of encroachment over
time, whilst ensuring refuges are retained for species to seek shelter/overwinter. From these areas
they can move out into the regenerating patches, that will become the sanctuaries for when the

next area is worked upon. This rotational management will ensure there is always the required



provision of environments for the heathlands species to survive. An additional benefit from the
clearance is access for species monitoring. Limited surveys have been carried out here, some
moth trapping and invertebrate recording restarted in 2023, but this became difficult in 2024, due to
encroaching bramble. The clearance will enable walk through visual surveys for reptiles, inverts, as
well as the placing of reptile mats (refugia) and moth traps. It will be of great value to get a better
understanding of species present and status, in this fragment of heath. Volunteers are a vital
element in this jigsaw, as their time given greatly helps underpin this work, aids our understanding
of management successes/failures, and shapes the way we manage going forward

Terry Elborn, Countryside Area Manager (West)
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HATCH POND BIRDS 2024

Systematic List

This section presents a detailed summary of the records and status of the 92 bird species recorded
at Hatch Pond during 2024, in systematic order. Each account includes a statement describing the

historical status of the species at the site, followed by a narrative presentation of records this year.

CANADA GOOSE

Occasional visitor. Usually one or two records annually, but none between 2019 and 2022. Most
records refer to birds flying over in small groups, at any time of year, with larger flocks generally
recorded in August and September.

Three flew over heading south early morning on 7 January, and six in the same direction on 22
January. A larger, noisy flock of 18 headed south overhead early morning on 16 February, and a
single bird was seen over Sandyhurst Close from Plantation Road on 26 February. Six flew over,
heading south, early on 20 March. Three (one first, then two ten minutes later) early morning on 2
April. A party of eight flew through at 6am on 7 June, ten minutes after six Greylags had passed
over. The first record (for MS) of ‘both’ species on the same session. 16 noisy birds in a squadron
overhead flying north on 20 July. A party of seven flew over heading north in the evening on 12
October. Two heading north early morning on 28 October, and a party of five went SW on 3

November.

GREYLAG GOOSE

Occasional visitor. Not recorded annually.

A party of three flew over low, heading south and calling, early morning on 17 April. A party of four
flew through at 5.50am on 7 June, followed immediately more two more. Ten minutes later, eight

Canada Geese passed over. The first record (for MS) of ‘both’ species on the same session.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE

Very rare visitor. This year’s records are the first since two birds were present in 2013.

Bird highlight: Patch-tick 87

All first’ are exciting of course, but some less so than others, even if just as much of a surprise. |
was onsite early again at 5am on 1 June and scanned the water to find an Egyptian Goose
swimming in the middle of the Pond presumably having roosted here overnight, and possibly a sick
bird. A non-native species whose population has increased to some level of concern nationally
over the last ten years. It was aggressively chased several times by the male Mute Swan, and
each time it flew to the opposite end of the open water. After five or six similar encounters, the

goose eventually took off and left, heading S/SE over towards Fleetsbridge.
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This record was followed by a second on 12 November, when at 8.10am, | watched a party of six
birds together flew NW over the site. Not only an exceptional record for Hatch Pond, but also in
personal terms as | have no record of seeing this species in flight anywhere before!

MUTE SWAN

Resident, and most years breeding is successful.

One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

The resident adult pair of unringed birds were first seen with their two full grown attendant young,
on 7 January and all four birds were present until 2 March, after which one of the young left the
site, and from 17 March onwards the remaining cygnet was aggressively chased across the water
by the adult male. It presumably left the site soon after this date, and once the female retired to her
nest on 25 March only the adult male was regularly seen [NB, MS].

At evening on 18 April, a Mute Swan was observed as it flew into the site from considerable height
over Canford Heath to the north-east, circled the pond and came down to the water by the outfall
on Hatch Pond Road. It was immediately and aggressive chased by the resident male.

The family were first reported by dogwalkers with six cygnets on Monday 13 May, and all seen
together for the first time on 23 May [MS], but on Saturday 29 May, the pair only had one cygnet
with them and the adult birds looked grey, worn and tired. Confirmation that only one cygnet
remained on 1 June, when the family was high up the channel after the male had chased off the
Egyptian Goose. The disappearance of five cygnets simultaneously is of concern.

The surviving young bird was starting to develop white adult feathers by September and was
practising flight by late October. Only the adult pair were present in the evening on 15 December
and from thereafter.




SHOVELER

Occasional winter visitor

Not recorded at the beginning of the year. A pair were present on 18 September [MS] but only the
male was present then until at least 18 October [NB]. It was then not seen (but assumed present)

until 1 November. After another short disappearance, a pair of birds was present on 15 November,
and then two males and a female were seen together on 18 November. Two males occasionally

seen until 25 November, then one female present on 8 December.

GADWALL

Increasing rare winter visitor

A surprising and unseasonal record of three birds (one male and two females) present at the north
end in the evening on 18 June. They were chased off by a couple of male Mallard and flew away,
calling naisily, to the south. The same three again early morning on 22 June. One flew in from the
north early morning on 9 September, and a pair were present on the water on 17 — 19 September
and 12 October (but not recorded in between). The next record is of a pair flying over and then
relocated in the SW corner an hour later, early morning on 5 November. Still present 8 November,

10 November [IB] and 15 November. Two pairs were present on 12 December.

MALLARD

Common resident; breeding success varies and can be difficult to ascertain as most ducklings are
predated. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Maximum counts each month as follows: January (44); February (23); March (16); April (12); May
(1) [NB]; June (21) [NB]; July (54); August (49) [NB]; September (45); October (27) [NB];
November (40); December (42).

Breeding success this year was a disaster, significantly reduced on both previous years. Young
birds were only recorded on four occasions (referring to only two broods) and it is doubtful that any
birds survived to adulthood. The first family of ducklings was recorded on 26 July, when four tiny
birds were present with a female by the new fishing platform. Another female was seen with two
young — each about 3 weeks old — at the outfall on 9 August, and the same bird (presumably) with

one young on 16 August. This same young bird was still with the female parent, on 24 August.

TEAL

Occasional winter visitor; declining

One male flew in during a snowstorm in the late afternoon on 8 January and was seen to fly off
again 30 minutes later. One female with two Mallard early morning on 2 February. No records then
until 11 November [IB] and 16 December, when two males and a female were seen together in the
top pool early morning. A pair still present there on 30 December, and were seen to swim out into

open water on the Pond.



POCHARD (aythya ferina)
Once regular, now a rare visitor.
This the first record since January 2022.
Bird highlight: Patch-tick 91
One male out in the middle, frequently diving, found on the morning of 8 November. Still present on
10 November [NB, IB] but not seen thereafter.

Pochard (adult male)
Photographed by Martin Smith, 8 November 2024

TUFTED DUCK

Winter visitor. One pair bred successfully in 2017, 2019 and 2023

Maximum counts each month as follows: January (21); February (7); March (3); April (2); then no
records until August (3) [NB]; September (5); October (34); November (40); December (34).

The majority of these records refer to male birds — on average less than 10% of the Tufted Ducks
present at the site are females.

SWIFT

Occasional summer visitor

Two circling high over the Pond and Plantation Road late afternoon on 3 June, and again at the
same time on 4 June. Single bird screeching high over the Sanctuary at 7.30am on 7 June. Three
birds through high ahead of rainclouds early morning on 10 June, and one late afternoon on 18
June. Two occasionally thereafter, maximum four mid-afternoon (with House Martins) moving NE

on 30 June. Two on 19 July and again on 28 July. One late afternoon on 1 August.



FERAL PIGEON

Local resident; increasing

Regularly up to 30 local birds flying over the pond in various groups throughout the year, including
resident white doves. At least a dozen of these live at a property on Deneve Avenue, off Plantation
Road. Maximum 45 in one flock as all local birds were seen together on 21 July, and similar
numbers occasionally August to November.

STOCK DOVE
Rare visitor. The last confirmed record of this species was in 2013, and prior to that there are no

confirmed records since 2004.

Bird highlight: Patch-tick 88
| note in ‘The Birds of Hatch Pond (revised and updated February 2024)’ that it will be difficult to
pick up Stock Doves over the Pond now, given the increasing prevalence of local feral pigeons.

Since | arrived on site in September 2022 | have been caught out by feral pigeons resembling
Stock Doves on more occasions that | care to admit, but with Plantation Woodland and Delph
Wood nearby | have always felt sure they must be around. It is often behaviour as much as
appearance that reveals a bird’s identity. On 2 July, | was watching two birds coming down to lily
pads on the west side opposite the fishing platform, in front of the Sanctuary area. They flew up
into oaks and returned several times in 20 minutes and then headed off into the trees. | felt the
behaviour was unusual, as | never see Feral Pigeons on the ground here, and neither have | ever
seen Woodpigeons doing this. Anyway, they were obviously not right for the latter. | watched the
same birds for the next few weeks, flying down to the lillies, well into August. My challenge for
2025 is to see them from my garden, which backs on to the Sanctuary woodland!

WOODPIGEON

Common resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Counts of between 50 and 150 regular January — February, especially in the evenings, reducing to
25 — 30 local birds by the end of March. From early-mid July, up to 100 birds seen early mornings,
all heading west, and similar until at least 9 September. No significant movement observed over

this site in November — just stable numbers of local birds were recorded.

COLLARED DOVE

Local resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

One pair near the council depot throughout January, occasionally seen around the pond. Two birds
coming to a feeder in Royster Close on 22 January, then occasionally until 19 February. Not seen
again until birds came to the garden feeders on 25 March. Four present on 2 April and two or three

regularly thereafter throughout summer. Four (two pairs) around on 9 August, but only recorded
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very occasionally thereafter, though sightings increased during November. One mildly leucistic bird

started to appear regularly in the garden from mid-December

WATER RAIL

Resident. Two or three pairs probably breed.

One heard calling in the evenings throughout January; at least two on 3 February, and one was
heard singing from the reedbed on 11 February. One calling early morning (unusual) on 17
February, and one seen briefly crossing a channel at close range on 4 March. One singing well in
the early morning on 7 March. Two calling at evening on 18 April.

Not then recorded again until one was heard squealing on 13 July, and another (briefly) early
morning on 29 August and 1 September, then in the evening of 7 September. One bird heard in the
same place regularly in the mornings from 12 September.

Two calling from the reeds during an evening roostwatch on 1 October, and birds in the same
place until 15 October. One of the two was heard singing on 9 October. One or two thereatfter,
especially vocal early in the mornings and evening. Confirmed maximum three birds present in the

evening on 25 November.

MOORHEN

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

At least four birds present throughout the year. At least eight counted on 27 January. Max eight
also 23 March. Five or six pairs probably breed. First young seen on 23 May when two adult birds
were each seen together with two young, and a further third young was seen independently. At
least three young birds out on lily pads to 10 June. One recently fledged young bird seen on 24
August. Maximum 12 estimated on 20 November when there were four birds together in the stream

up at Sandyhurst Close. Similar number estimated on 30 December.

COOoT
Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993
Maximum 8 in January and December. Three or four pairs probably breed but only two young seen

— with separate adults — on 22 June. One adult with one young on 2 July.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

One pair present at the beginning of the year, and birds were observed displaying in early January,
despite the female still being in winter plumage. On 14 January, the independent young adult
present last year was seen for the first time since mid-December, confirming three birds at the site.
On 29 January, the pair were watched nest-building at the north end but the nest was washed

away on 9 February after three days of heavy rain.
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New nest located on 19 February with a bird sitting, after only one was seen on the water. On 16
March, early in the morning, three birds were present: the female at the nest, attended by her male
partner; while the second (being the sub-adult born last year) was also at the south end. This bird
was often hidden away out of sight but was present and visible again on 2 April.

Fledged young were first seen at the nest on 19 March, sitting on the back of an adult bird still on
the rest of the clutch. On 25 March, the nest had been abandoned, and the pair with a single young
were in the reeds. Young bird not seen after 6 April so presumably predated. By 23 April the pair
were nesting again, using the same platform as before and then seen with two grown young out on
22 June. These birds were never seen again and also presumably predated.

On 24 August a new family emerged when the female was carrying a tiny chick just a few days
old. Both adults present with the chick until at least 18 October, whereafter only the adult pair were
present. In summary — one pair nested three times, but all chicks were predated within two or three

weeks.

OYSTERCATCHER

Very rare visitor.

A small group of five birds was seen to fly over the pond (from the council depot) along Hatch Pond
Road on 9 January [TE]. This constitutes the first record of the species here since 2013, and the

first time ever that more than a single bird has been present.

CURLEW

Rare visitor

One was seen flying north from Fleetsbridge / Holes Bay high over the Pond, calling, early in the
morning on 18 August. At 12.07am on 20 August, two days later, another Curlew was heard calling
as it too went north over the site. Evidence in the last couple of years indicates that unobserved

birds fly over the site more often than historical records suggest.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT

Occasional visitor in very small numbers

Just one record this year of a single bird that flew in from the south on the morning of 12
November, circled low and headed back off over Hatch Pond Road [TE. MS]

SNIPE

Winter visitor; declining rapidly since 2015. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993
Only one or two present most evenings and early mornings through January, representing a
decline on last year. A small group of four birds was seen to fly in to the Top Pool at dusk on 14
January. High count of 11 birds in Elborn’s Cut on a cold morning of 27 January. Three on 29

January and then up to four until 11 April. By this time, new reed and grasses on the cut areas had
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grown to a height that made viewing roosting Snipe impossible.

One was seen to fly in to the site high from the south on 17 September, and circled for some time
at various heights, occasionally just over the reeds but it was not seen to land. At one pond, the
bird was observed to briefly interact with a passing swallow. One flew over Royster Close and the
Sanctuary, calling, early morning on 28 September and appeared to come down at the Pond.

Two flushed on approach to the fishing platform nearest Hatch Pond Road during heavy rain in the
morning on 21 November. Three flew into roost on 25 November. One flushed on approach to the
channel at the top end on 16 December, presumably having roosted here overnight. Viewing is
limited at the site, so there are probably more Snipe in larger numbers than can easily be seen.

GREEN SANDPIPER

Rare migrant.

Bird highlight: Patch-tick 89

| was leaving the site after a morning circuit on 23 September and had just been watching Reed
Buntings in the channel beside the meadow when a wader flew up. Instantly recognisable as a
Green Sandpiper it flew around, calling throughout over the reeds and Top Pool, but was lost to
view when it appeared to come down. | punched the air, as one does, pleased again to see the first
record here since 2013 of a bird that must be present more often but remains unseen.

A few weeks later, on 25 October, | was exploring the new cut area in the wet heath and possibly

the same bird flew up from a puddle, reminding me to tread more carefully in the future!

COMMON SANDPIPER

Regular migrant, most often recorded in spring.

Two birds present, vocal and flighty early morning on 27 April. One present, circling the pond
frequently and calling at early morning on 26 August. Fewer records than during 2024.

BLACK-HEADED GULL

Regular visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Flying over in various numbers up to 300 throughout January, counts dependent on conditions and
time of day. On 6 and 8 January one leucistic adult was present, showing no black n the wings, a
paler mantle grey than others, and only feint black smudging on the head. Ahead of an oncoming
hailstorm on 24 February, nearly 400 birds arrived in one group and spent half an hour either on
the water or patrolling up and down the channels within the reedbed, apparently feeding on flying
insects. First juvenile of the year present on 8 July. One juvenile present on a house rooftop in
Sandyhurst Close on 14 July, calling persistently to nearby adults: unfamiliar call to the observer.

October — December numbers increase overhead as birds fly to roost in Holes Bay.
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MEDITERRANEAN GULL

Occasional visitor; seasonal

18 birds overhead, moving north in bright sunshine, on 16 February; two or three in drizzle the
following morning. Five overhead on 24 February and two on 23 March. Five or six calling on 29
March. An exceptional count early in the morning on 2 April when, in bright sunshine, 120 birds
passed north in one flock.

Return passage began in late July — highest count of 40+ birds on 26 July, again early in the
morning at first light. Two adults with 100 mixed gulls feeding on flying ants late afternoon on 1
August. At least 25 overhead early on 9 August and three on 29 August. An exceptional record is
of a single adult bird on the water among Black-heads early morning on 18 November. Though this
is the first one | have seen on the water since | began recording here in September 2022, it is
probable that similar records have been overlooked. Two similar among BH Gulls on the water on

16 December, and another on 30 December.

Gulls at Hatch Pond, 30 December 2024 (picture by Martin Smith)

All adult birds in winter plumage. Left to right:

Mediterranean Gull (at rear), Common Gull and Black-headed Gull.
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COMMON GULL

Regular visitor, usually in colder weather.

Three present with c200 BH and Herring Gulls standing on ice when the pond was frozen over in
the morning of 19 January. One in winter plumage was present flying around with c100 mixed gulls
on a bright sunny morning on 17 September, an unseasonal record. In winter, just one record

when a single adult bird was present on 24 and 30 December.

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL

Regular visitor, breeds locally.

One (adult) bird seen occasionally in January. Two present on 19 January in frosty conditions,
when an adult and a 2" calendar-year bird where flying around the Nuffield Ind Est. Early morning
on 17 February, a pair of adults briefly came down to the water and flew off with a large fish,
pursued by Black-headed Gulls. One adult on 24 February, and one circling low on 16 March. One
adult present again, flying over, on 20 March and two on 25 March. One of these birds was seen to
take a large roach from a Cormorant on the water. Two again on 29 March and 2 April, then one on
11 and 17 April. Two on 27 April and one again regularly through June and July.

One juvenile bird was present among Herring Gulls on 2 July. Regular adult observed mobbing a
Heron in a pine tree on 3 August. Two on 5 August, 7 August and 1 September but then not
recorded until 25 November when two (adult) birds were among the bathing Herring Gulls early
morning. Possibly the same two birds again present on 8 and 16 December. Two first-winter birds
were flying around with Herring Gulls in the morning on 15 November, and one was identified on
the water among bathing gulls on 18 November. The same bird (presumably) was present again in
the same circumstances on 25 November and on both 18 and 24 December. Pair again on 30
December, associating with the regular juvenile bird.

These Great Black-backed Gulls are significant predators of young wildfowl at the pond. Often

during spring and early summer the Great Crested Grebes are agitated by their presence.

HERRING GULL

Regular visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Present throughout the year in varying numbers. Up to 200 (including birds flying over) on January
mornings, coming down to bath in rafts of 40-50 at a time. Birds of all ages present. On 19 January
when most of the pond was frozen over, at least 300 birds were present together, including a large
brute of a bird, of the L.a. argentatus taxon from N Europe. During a roostwatch on 1 October, at
least 320 birds passed over the site heading for Holes Bay in Poole Harbour. From late October
and throughout November, up to 200 birds of all ages can be seen bathing on the water,

commuting between here at the Household Recycling Centre on the Nuffield Estate.
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LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL

Occasional visitor; decreasing

One (adult) bird flew east over the pond, Stinsford Road and the Nuffield Ind Est on 20 March, and
at least two adults passed overhead on 25 and 29 March; with three doing so on 2 April when
otherwise gull numbers were exceptionally low. One adult was observed circling the pond mid-
morning on 30 April, and one — apparently a sub-adult 3 or 4cy was feeding on discarded bread
with Herring Gulls. One adult present circling but did not land on three occasions between 1 and 17
June. Singles on 13 and 26 July. One adult in worn plumage on 1 September, and one juvenile
flying around on 26 September. One reported on 25 August [NB] and one adult flying low over

Plantation Road in mid-afternoon on 14 October.

CORMORANT

Regular visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

One or two birds present on most visits between January and February. Maximum 3 on 26
February, including one in full white-headed breeding plumage. This bird, or one similar, was again
present 20-25 March. On 25 March, one bird was seen to catch a large Roach which it struggled to
manage and eventually lost to a Great Black-backed Gull. One or two occasionally through March
and April. Not then recorded until 5 August. Maximum six on 5 November, when 5 flew over and

one juvenile as usual was roosting in a tree at the fishing platform.

CATTLE EGRET (bubulcus ibis)
Vagrant, but increasing along the south coast.

This is a first record for the site

Bird highlight: HATCH POND Site-list 146

Patch-tick 90

Foremost among the highlights this year must be the exceptional record of 13 Cattle Egrets that |
was lucky enough to see over the Pond on 28 October. It was a particularly clear and bright
morning, and | arrived onsite at 6.30am for a regular circuit, noting reasonable numbers of
songbirds active around the recently cleared wet fen area behind Sandyhurst Close. Thus | was
encouraged to cross into the reserve and scan the reeds from the bank at the top end. While
watching the regular gulls commuting over and trying to avoid disturbance to the ever-watchful
Grey Heron, my eye was drawn upwards as a skein of white birds came overhead from the west in
bright sunshine. While Little Egrets are occasional seen here in ones and twos, and | am familiar
with them flying over at relatively low level, these birds were higher and moving purposefully east
in ‘V’formation. They immediately didn’t look ‘right’ and moved differently. In perfect light it was
easy to see the yellowish bill and obvious shorter and paler legs of the leading two birds, which

were stockier and less buoyant than Little Egrets. After a brief moment of looking around to see if
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anyone else was looking at them (what birder hasn’t done this!) | gave my attention to thirteen
birds in formation as they passed overhead. On reaching the edge of the Nuffield industrial Estate
over Stinsford Road, the group turned and headed back in the direction from whence they had
come and were gone, probably in less than a minute. It was the fact that there were 13 in the group
that called to my mind a recent record from Wareham and Frome where the same number were
present during the previous weeks. Referencing a note | made in the aforementioned The Birds of
Hatch Pond (revised and updated February 2024)’, | am rather pleased to have alluded to Cattle
Egret as a potential new bird here at the pond given the species rapid spread along the UK south

coast in recent years.

GREY HERON

Regular visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

One (occasionally two) present for most of the year, often seen perched up in pine trees around
the Sanctuary area. Early morning on 18 August, two additional birds arrived. The resident bird
rose up to join them, calling loudly, and for a while all three birds were circling the reeds. This is the

first record of any more than two birds together at the site since at least 2009.

GREAT WHITE EGRET (ardea alba)

Vagrant, but increasing in the UK

One present in the reeds at the far end of the pond at 1540 in the evening on Sunday 15
December. This is only the second-ever record of Great White Egret at Hatch Pond, since the first
was seen in November 2016. During the period when this bird visited this site, there were other
records locally from Longham Lakes, Poole Park and Canford Bridge near Wimborne.

Bird highlight: Patch-tick 93

In the same paragraph reflecting on what species could reasonably be expected at the Pond, | also
noted that the larger Great White Egret should be expected to make a return. Even so, it was not a
bird | expected to find when | arrived in the evening on 15 December to carry out a routine count of
Magpies using the roost.

The bird was visible in the reeds at the north end even from Hatch Pond Road, when just the head
and neck were sticking out from the reeds. As | watched, somewhat incredulous, the bird stepped
out to the edge of the water and then flew across into the channel by ‘Bittern View'. | hurried round
there and approached carefully enough to watch it at close quarters from behind for a few seconds
before it spooked and flew right across to the Sanctuary. Here it came down at the back of the
reeds but could still be seen picking its way through the hidden pools there in front of the tree
cover. After a short time, it was mobbed by a Grey Heron watching from the pines and flew closer
to the road, and then back again while being harassed. On the third occasion, the bird flew away

over the north of the site gaining height as it headed off in a NE direction. There was no sign of it
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for the next two days, but it was present again on Friday 20 December when Lynda Lambert [LL]
saw it at 11am, again being chased by a Grey Heron. | did not see it the following morning either,
but records at Longham Lakes and Poole Park in the intervening period, as well as one on the
Stour outside Wimborne probably refer to the same bird. The last sighting of this individual was
reported to me by a dogwalker | meet regularly, who described seeing ‘a huge white heron’ flying
around on Christmas Day.

LITTLE EGRET

Occasional visitor, usually seen flying over.

One flew north in the evening on 11 February. There are then no records until one adult was seen
flying over, going south, early morning on 20 August and another on 24 August. Recorded again
early on 12 and 17 September, and in the evening of 1 October. Early morning on 1 November and
3 November, one was flushed (presumably having roosted) from a tree along the stream at the
Sandyhurst conduit. Probably the same bird was seen again in flight on 15 November and then
observed at close range standing in the stream just below the conduit on Sandyhurst Close where
it was seen on and off until the end of the year.

One flew through, heading NW, early morning on 16 December.

SPARROWHAWK

Resident; one pair possibly breeds nearby

Two birds seen well on 1 January, being a male hunting over the reed bed and vegetation along
Hatch Pond Road, and a large female soaring over Sandyhurst Close, harassed by Starlings. The
same bird (presumably) was seen again heading west over Waterloo Road, pursued by Herring
Gulls, mid-afternoon on 17 March. One circling high over Sandyhurst Close and Plantation Wood
at 10am on 25 March. Excellent view of a female over the Pond on 8 July: flew in from the NE and
was watched circling over the water in bright sunlight. One (male) on 9 September, escorted
across the north end of the pond by no less than eight Carrion Crows. One — possibly the same
bird — was hunting among a swarm of hirundines in the evening of 1 October. On 12 October,
during a roostwatch, a small male was observed chasing Pied Wagtails, and presumably the same

bird was also present early morning on 15 October.

RED KITE

Rare visitor

At least four up high over the Nuffield/Fleetsbridge area on 9 May, viewed from Fleet’s Corner
[RG]. There are only two previous records for the site, both of single birds, one each in 2017 and

2018, but sightings are expected to increase as the species spreads further south and west.
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BUZZARD

Resident; one pair probably breeds.

One regular (resident?) bird first seen on 8 January when it flew in low over the water during a
snowstorm and was seen to circumnavigate the pond twice before settling in a tree on the west
side. Regularly seen and very active for the next two weeks. One seen flying low over Nuffield Ind
Est on 4 March, chased off by Crows and Gulls. A pair were seen displaying over woodland to the
east, Adastral Greenspace, mid-morning on 24 March and the same (female) was later over the
Council Depot on Hatch Pond Road. The following day four birds were present: the same two
(including a very pale female) were displaying and calling over the pond, while a second pair was
circling much higher to the south towards Fleetsbridge. A local neighbour reported seeing six
together on Wednesday 27 March. One flew over the Pond on 30 April.

Presumably this same bird was seen again flying low over the pond at 5am on 1 June —
exceptionally early in the day. Mobbed over Nuffield Ind Est by Herring Gulls on 2 June, and one
over the sanctuary at 4.30pm on 10 June. One, again the resident local bird, very low over the
pond chased by gulls at 6am on 20 July, and again similar on 16 August, but only seen on a
handful of occasions after that. On 15 October, this bird was seen well at the Stinsford Road
junction when it was observed to catch a young rat and flew with prey to sit on a lamp post, where
it was harassed by Magpies and flew into the Nuffield Industrial Estate. No records then until 8

December when one drifted across the pond in high winds early morning.

TAWNY OWL

Occasional visitor. Status uncertain

One male first heard hooting in the Sanctuary woodland from Royster Close overnight between 15
January and 8 February. On the morning of 27 August, the fresh corpse of a recently deceased
juvenile Tawny Owl was found immediately behind the gate on Sandyhurst Close. There was no
sign of any foul play or injury, so it is assumed the bird unfortunately died of natural causes. Being
a fairly young juvenile (3-6 months of age) it is assumed this bird will have hatched from a nest
within a few hectares of the point at which it was found. Records suggest this is the first Tawny Owil
ever to be seen at this site.

At least one (male) was heard hooting for over half an hour at 10.30pm on 10 September, and then
this — or possibly another bird — was calling repeatedly at 5.00am the next morning. Then one,

occasionally two birds heard occasionally from the Sanctuary until 29 December.
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Tawny Owl (juvenile)
Found and photographed by Martin Smith, 27 October 2024

KINGFISHER

Winter visitor

First sighting of the year came in the early morning of 19 January after heavy frost and
temperature of -6C meant most of the pond was frozen over. A single bird was seen twice in the
channel towards Sandyhurst Close, where it was first picked up perched in a silver birch tree.
The same bird — a male — was seen again in the channel on 22 January and was very active in the
same area on 25 January [SR] until 24 February. Then one present at the Hatch Pond Road end,
seen well in flight and persistently calling, early morning on 20 July; significantly earlier than the
first returning bird last year which was recorded on 12 August. Present also 1 August, 16 and 26
August then not seen again until 23 September but presumed present throughout. Seen flying up
the length of the pond into the Top Pool early morning on 18 October, and similarly in the evening
on 25 October. Present right up by the Sandyhurst path near the conduit on 28 October and then
at various places around the site until the end of the year.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER

Resident; one pair probably breeds

Much quieter and harder to see this year than last, despite one heard drumming in sunshine on
New Years Day. One seen in the SW corner behind Holly Hedge Lane on 24 January [SR], and
heard only occasionally in Plantation Wood. No records then until one was seen flying over the
house in Royster Close from the Sanctuary to Holly Hedge Close on 10 March, thereafter
occasionally in the same area until 28 April. Not recorded in May and just twice in June before one
was heard at the top end on 28 October from a viewpoint in a recently cleared area, and then seen

again well in a garden at Sandyhurst Close on 18 November.
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One picked up in flight between trees during a Magpie watch on 15 December, and then very vocal

around the garden and Sanctuary area on 23 and 30 December

KESTREL
Rare visitor
This is the first record locally since 2015
Bird highlight: Patch-tick 86
One raptor | did not expect, given the decline in records from the BCP conurbation in recent years,
was a Kestrel. It was a complete surprise when | saw a male, chased by two crows, twisting across
Waterloo Road behind Parkstone Grammar School as | drove home from work in the evening on
7 April. Probably 4.30pm on a busy main road.

One of those 'ight place, right time’ moments of sheer luck.

PEREGRINE
Very rare visitor; potentially increasing.

There are only two previous records, from July 1996 and February 2021.

Bird highlight: Patch-tick 85

I have been lucky enough to add nine species to my Hatch Pond Patch-list this year. The first of
these was a Peregrine, which | picked up flying fast and high over the site early in the morning on
12 February, heading towards Poole. Later in the year, one was reported on a pylon behind the
Council Depot on 31 July, and two birds were filmed there by Terry Elborn on 1 August, calling to
each other. Unfortunately | never managed to see either, but | expect Peregrines to be seen more

regularly as the local breeding population slowly increases.

JAY

Resident; two or three pairs probably breed

Up to four present throughout the year. Four seen together on 23 March, three on 11 April.
Occasional thereafter, increasing to four very active birds on 29 August and possibly up to six on
23 September during a week when there was a proliferation of records locally. Then at least four
birds observed regularly well into October, after which one or two were most often seen around the
top end and Sandyhurst Close.

MAGPIE

Resident and winter visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Maximum roost count 136 on 8 January and 185 on 3 February, but only 105 a week later on 11
February; 65 on 19 February. An increase in numbers locally by 26 August when at least 8 birds

were seen together around Sandyhurst Close, and four others in Plantation Road. 15 birds using
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the roost site on 7 September. A count of 65 birds was made in the evening roost on 1 October,
rising to 85 on 12 October. Counts of three figures include ‘exactly’ 100 on 11 November [IB];
maximum 181 on 21 November [NH]; and then 125 on 25 November, 126 on 15 December [MS]
and 106 on 29 December.

CARRION CROW

Resident; two or three pairs probably breed. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Up to four present throughout the year to March, suggesting two pairs breed. An exceptional
record of at least 23 birds together in roadside trees along Hatch Pond Road on 1 January. At least
8 birds on most visits late-Feb and throughout March and two pairs are thought to nest in the
Sanctuary. Six seen together early morning on 26 August, and maximum 16 on 9 August when

eight together were chasing off a male Sparrowhawk.

JACKDAW

Occasional visitor; irregular

All records as follows: Three noisy birds over ahead of hailstorm in the morning of 24 February,
and two on 7 March. One flew over calling mid-morning on 30 April. One also seen over Plantation
Road on 20 July. A group of six birds flew low over the sanctuary and Hatch Pond Road, calling,
early morning on 28 July. Two birds passed over at 10am ahead of a heavy rain shower on 31
August, and a single bird flew over the pond and garden calling on 20 September. Irregular records
continued with a single bird on 14 October and two on 15 October. 24 over early morning on 26
October, with two in the evening on 27 October. Max 65 in four small groups all passing west on 1
October, and another 14 on 8 November. At least two heard overhead from the house on 4
December. A noisy group of 12-15 birds went over heading west early morning on 16 December.

RAVEN

Occasional visitor; increasing

One flew east to west over the Pond early morning on 4 January. Thereafter one seen regularly on
a favoured pylon between Hatch Pond Depot and Fleetsbridge [TE, MS]. Probably this bird was
seen over Royster Close early morning on 24 February. The next record is not until 28 July, when
one flew low over the Sanctuary and Hatch Pond Road calling loudly. Two were then seen flying
low over Stinsford Junction towards the industrial estatea nd around the area occasionally until 17
September. One over the north end on 28 October, and another came low over the meadow

harassed by a crow on 18 November.

COAL TIT

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993
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Present in small numbers throughout the year, seen more often with other species from mid-
August. Maximum 10 — 12 on 29 August. At least two pairs regularly visited the garden in Royster
Close throughout September and October.

BLUE TIT

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Present in small numbers throughout the year. Especially vocal and active mid-February and once
young have fledged in early June. Active with other tits and small passerines in flocks of up to 30
birds from August

GREAT TIT

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Present in small numbers throughout the year. Especially vocal and active mid-February, and
several pairs bred successfully. Ten birds seen together moving through scrub on 7 June. Similar

number, at least ten, with other small passerines on 29 and 31 August.

BEARDED TIT
Rare visitor

A pair seen in a patch of reeds next to the fishing platform early morning on 10 November [IB]

SKYLARK
Very rare migrant
This is the first positive record of this species since October 2004

Bird highlight: Patch-tick 92

Another species that simply must fly over regularly, at least on passage at certain times of year, is
the Skylark. Again almost certainly overlooked, or simply unrecorded because such brief moments
have not coincided with the presence of a birder since 2004. On 12 November, just after 9am as
Terry Elborn and | met at the fishing platform at Stinsford Road, we both independently pointed

upwards in response to a flight call, though neither of us saw the bird.

A single bird was also seen from the wet fen area behind the gate as it flew over Sandyhurst Close

calling early morning on 8 December.

SAND MARTIN
Occasional (spring) visitor
Small flock of 8 — 10 birds passed through high ahead of a raincloud on a SE wind, at 10am on 25

March. Exceptional record in the evening on 1 October, when at least 60 birds were present in a
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flock of 120 hirundines gathered during low pressure ahead of dark storm clouds. This constitutes

the largest number present in a single count for more than 20 years.

SWALLOW

Occasional visitor throughout summer

Two feeding and vocal at the Hatch Pond Road end very early (5.30am) on 29 March.

A small flock of 10 — 12 birds passed through, moving south, early morning on 26 August, and two
groups of at least six went through north on 31 August. One passed through on 17 September,
during which time it was seen to interact briefly with a high-flying Snipe; and another passed over
the pond and garden late afternoon on 20 September. Two early morning ahead of rain on 26
September. In the evening on 1 October, at least 20 birds were present in a flock of 120 hirundines

gathered during low pressure ahead of dark storm clouds.

HOUSE MARTIN

Occasional (summer) visitor; probably breeds locally

Four over Royster Close and the Sanctuary, moving NE with four Swifts, mid-afternoon on 30
June. Six together in humid and wet conditions over Royster Close and the Sanctuary at 2pm on
15 July. Three seen flying high over the north end of the Pond towards Plantation Woodland and
Canford Heath on 18 August. In the evening on 1 October, at least 20 birds were present in a flock
of 120 hirundines gathered during low pressure ahead of dark storm clouds. This constitutes the

largest number present in a single count for more than 20 years.

CETTI'S WARBLER

Winter visitor; probably does not breed

One or two singing birds heard occasionally through January; confirmed three present on 7
January when two were seen together and a third individual heard. One seen well at close range,
contact calling on 2 March and again in the same patch of reeds on 4 March. At least one heard
singing regularly until 17 April, then briefly on 27 April. The next record of one singing was on the
evening of 9 October, which was then heard on every site visit until 1 November. Possibly up to
three heard during a longer session in the wet fen / small heath area on 12 November [TE, MS]
Exceptional views of a bird at the first fishing platform on 15 November, seen to come down to the
water’s edge and briefly sat on a floating plank of timber before flying off to the adjacent small reed

patch. One (occasionally two) regularly throughout December

LONG-TAILED TIT
Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993
Present in small numbers all round the Pond and throughout the year, most regularly in Scots

Pines along Stinsford Road and vegetation at the north end of the pond around Sandyhurst Close.
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Especially vocal and active mid-February; at least 20 birds together on 17 February. Three
separate groups of 5-6 birds around the site on 7 March. Family groups seen occasionally
throughout June, and eight were seen together in a mixed flock of 30 birds on 14 July. Active with
other tits and small passerines in flocks of up to 30 birds from August t the end of the year.

CHIFFCHAFF

Summer visitor, occasional in winter. Several pairs breed.

First record of the year was a bird heard singing from the Sanctuary on 16 and 17 February. Three
present (two singing) on 11 March and 17 March. Three singing on 20 March, when one also came
to the Royster Close garden. At least 5 singing birds present 25 - 11 April, with 8 — 10 present on 2
April. Four remained into June and at least two pairs bred successfully. More young birds present
on 26 July. Active with other tits and small passerines in flocks of up to 30 birds from August. At
least ten on 26 August, and 20+ on 29 August. 10+ on 11 September rising to maximum 30+ on 17
September, reducing to 15 on 23 September. At least 25 on 26 September, then declining but still
at least five present until 18 October. Two at least on 28 October and a bird was heard singing on
1 November. Similar up to 25 November, when again a singing bird was heard. At least three
present on 8 December, and one heard in the evening on 15 December. Two present on 24
December and three on 30 December, then (unusually) one feeding and moving around the flower

beds and lawn in the Royster Close garden on 31 December.

WILLOW WARBLER

Occasional passage migrant

One singing in oaks and birch along Sandyhurst path early morning on 11 April and heard again on
17, 20 and 27 April. One singing early morning on 31 July, and at least 8 were present on 3
August, moving between Stinsford Road and Sandyhurst Close. Four or five present, including
singing birds, on 9 August and up to 12-15 birds on 16 and 18 August with Chiffchaffs. At least 15

also present on 29 and 31 August. At least five on 9 September.

BLACKCAP

Passage migrant; occasionally breeds.

One male in scrub along the channel behind the meadow, early morning on 12 February. Evidence
of a modest ‘fall’ of Blackcaps overnight in the morning of 2 April when at least seven birds were
present, all at the north end including four birds together in one oak. Then two pairs around the
Pond until 30 April. Birds present singing (at least two males) on 3 June, and 10 June in the wet
fen area, and on 13 June indicative of three breeding pairs with regular records until 23
September. A pair were present together around Sandyhurst Close and the cherry tree in the
meadow on 30 December — possibly the same birds reported as visiting bird feeders in a Royster

Close garden ‘about a week’ earlier.
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REED WARBLER

Summer visitor; at least five pairs breed.

First record this year of two singing males on 17 April, and probably four present on 23 April. One
in a new location along HP Road on 27 April, suggesting at least five territories around the site. Up
to eight singing birds on 4 June, suggesting a higher population than previously estimated. On 7
June, early morning, several birds were seen well moving through the reeds suggesting more
young have fledged. On 14 July, alarm calls were heard from bushes in the wet fen area, where a
bird was also heard singing mid-afternoon. At least four present in the Stinsford Corner by the first
fishing platform, being a pair of adults feeding at least two juveniles on 16 August. Same on 18
August, showing very well at close range, when at least three other birds were heard calling similar
at the north end among the reeds. Latest record is from on 26 August, when a young bird was

seen and heard ‘practising’ a subsong in a large willow at the north end.

GOLDCREST

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Present and singing throughout January in small numbers, both in the Sanctuary and along
Stinsford Road. Eight birds at least were present in the early morning on 9 February, including four
together in a briar feeding on tiny white flies. One observed ‘treecreeping’ for insects on 29 March.
One singing in PW on 28 April. Several birds singing early June and calling among tit flocks from
mid-August. Individuals occasionally with migrant Chiffchaffs in September, and one or two heard
regularly in the Sanctuary and along Stinsford Road east side regularly from mid-October. More
vocal into November, perhaps joined by migrants — at least 10 present on 5 November. Two
moving with two Chiffchaffs on 8 December, along the hedge in Sandyhurst path, at least two
heard on 15 December, and four together on 16 December.

FIRECREST

Resident; status uncertain

One seen in the NE corner along the stream on 24 January [SR], and (presumably) the same bird
singing and seen well along the footpath to Sandyhurst Close on 29 January [MS], where two birds
were present on 30 January and 2 February. Two males and at least one female in the Sanctuary
area behind Royster Close on 5 February. One female with Goldcrests along Stinsford Road by the
viewpoint on 9 February (first record in this area), and a singing male again along the Sandyhurst
Close path. Still present on 19 February. Later in the year, one bird was heard and seen briefly
with Long-tailed Tits and Chiffchaffs on 10 October at the north end, and another in a similar spot
behind the gate mid-morning on 15 October. One calling from the north end at evening on 25
October, and another heard by The Glimpse on 3 November. One with two Chiffchaffs in the wet

fen area behind Sandyhurst Close on 30 December.
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WREN

Common resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Present every month, averaging 5-6 birds per visit. Especially vocal and active mid-February, when
more than ten singing males were counted. At least eight singing birds from mid-July and more
vocal again in October after a quiet summer. Max 10-12 first week of November. The only small
passerine active in high winds on 7 and 8 December. And double figures counted on several
occasions thereafter.

NUTHATCH

Resident; status uncertain

Significantly fewer records than during 2024. After a long period with no sightings or evidence
since October 2023, one bird was seen at a peanut feeder in Royster Close on 16 January and
then heard singing in the Sanctuary area on 5 February. Otherwise all records from Plantation
Woodland. One heard calling from oak trees in The Sanctuary on 13 June, and then occasionally
thereafter. One was present in oaks behind Sandyhurst Close on 14 July — the first time at this
location roughly halfway between the Sanctuary and Planation Woodland. Possibly recently
fledged bird dispersing? From early August, at least one bird and occasionally two seen well, being
noisy and active in the Sanctuary woodland. Not recorded in October but heard calling in
Plantation Woodland on two occasions early morning in November and again on 13 December.

A week later, one bird was seen in the garden at Royster Close coming to a peanut feeder and
heard singing on sunny mornings for the week after. Visited the garden again on 23 December on
a particularly bright sunny morning, when Great Spotted Woodpecker and Chaffinch were also
active and vocal in the Sanctuary area/ Heard singing in the Sanctuary woodland on 30 December.

STARLING

Local resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Local birds, presumably breeding, present throughout the year in Sandyhurst Close and nearby
residential areas. Occasional flocks of up to 40 in the evenings in January [MS]. Exceptional flock
of 200 birds in a ball at evening on 19 February. 120 initially, joined by others from pylons at
Fleetsbridge. 45 together around Sandyhurst on 25 March. Nesting birds observed to visit at least
two properties on Sandyhurst Close, where loud young were heard calling on 22 April. Large group
of 20 on a lawn in Sandyhurst Close on 28 April — apparently all adults.

25 birds were seen to leave the reed bed early on 23 May, presumably after roosting overnight),
and smaller numbers on several dates after.

Maximum 60 on 11 September — 20 on a pylon behind Lidl and 40+ in Sandyhurst Close.

Thereafter up to 40 in a small group ‘murmurating’ over the Pond most evenings into late October.
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BLACKBIRD

Common resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Present all year around. Small numbers breed on site, but the population has never been surveyed
and woodland areas were rarely visited. Noticeably less active and visible from mid-July, then
numbers (and activity) increased steadily throughout October. Loud alarm calls on 22 October,

early evening, drew attention to two foxes out in the recently cut area at the north end.

REDWING

Winter visitor

Small numbers (maximum 12) present around the Sandyhurst Conduit and along Stinsford Road
throughout January. Two over Royster Close from the Sanctuary on 25 January, and one was in
the pine trees along Stinsford Road during high winds on 9 February. Regular thereafter, with at
least 15 present on 17 February. One overhead on 20 March.

Return passage first noted overnight on 15 October, and at least 20 birds were present at the north
end on 18 October. Several overhead early morning on 28 October and heard occasionally
thereafter. At least six at the north end early morning on 16 December and up to three on two

occasions.

SONG THRUSH

Resident. AT least two pairs probably breed.

One seen along the channel to the Sandyhurst Conduit (a regular location) in frosty conditions on
19 January. Presumably this same bird first heard singing on 27 January, then throughout
February. This and another bird at the south end could be heard all day, almost until dark. Two
again, with distinctly different songs, on 24 February. Singing until 16 March.

Two birds, presumably a pair with young nearby, seen together in leaf litter with Blackbirds and
Robins along the Sandyhurst footpath on 25 March.

Max two singing on 17 April and through into June. On 10 June, one bird was singing at each end
of the site, and one adult (presumably a female) seen with one fledgling on the Sandyhurst path.
The same bird singing from the Sanctuary still vocal in mid-summer, till at least 26 July. Thereafter,
not seen or heard until one was active at the north end on 23 and 24 September.

The are no subsequent records until 20 December when one was seen in the garden at Royster
Close for the first time, where it was feeding on snails. One seen well in full song from a

Sandyhurst garden along the footpath on 30 December.

MISTLE THRUSH
Rare visitor
One, very unseasonal, record of a bird seen well on the lawn at Sandyhurst Close, and observed

to fly up into bushes at the end of Holnest Road
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SPOTTED FLYCATCHER

Rare migrant in autumn

One in birch trees at the north end early in the morning on 12 September. Then an exceptional
record when three birds were present (two together) in the same area with a large group of
Chiffchaffs on 17 September.

There are no previous records at the site of any more than a single bird.

ROBIN

Common resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Present all year, but less active and visible from mid-July until September. Access to the wet fen
area at the north end from late October gives an opportunity for more common bird survey work

next year, so local population counts may become easier to establish.

STONECHAT

Rare visitor, increasing as an autumn migrant.

One adult male seen and heard calling among Blue Tits and Willow/Chiffs at the north end, early
morning on 18 August. Also one fem/imm bird present 27 and 29 September. Single records now

annual at this time of the year since 2022.

HOUSE SPARROW

Resident; up to ten pairs breed in local streets

Small numbers (less than 12) in small flocks around Plantation Road, Holly Hedge Lane and
Royster Close. Maximum 18 on 4 March in two flocks — one of 12 at Sandyhurst Close. A noisy
flock of at least 8 birds were in a large briar behind the Sandyhurst Gate at the north end on 17
March, and more than 12 present in the same place on 25 March. Two or three pairs nest in
properties on Sandyhurst Close. Up to a dozen in the ‘round bush’ at Stinsford Junction on 10

June, but otherwise max 8 in Sandyhurst Close on 24 December.

DUNNOCK

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Present all year. At least five singing on 27 January into March and up to eight on 2 April. Young
birds seen in two places on 13 June and 20 July, and another family regularly by ‘The Glimpse’ at
the end of August. Activity, and therefore apparently numbers, increased in December and at least

10 birds were seen or heard early morning on 16 December.
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GREY WAGTAIL

Occasional visitor

One overhead calling on 7 and 22 January [MS], and one over Plantation Road heading towards
the pond early morning on 28 February. One overhead on 12 September, and presumably the
same bird still present almost daily until at least 15 November. Seen well feeding on flies in the
mud at The Glimpse on 5 November. Not recorded then until 15 December, and also present on 30
December.

PIED WAGTAIL

(UK & Ireland sub-species Moticilla alba yarelli)

Regular visitor. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

One or two birds around the site throughout winter, including maximum 25 flying out of the roost
site most mornings into February. These birds are very hard to count because they are somehow
almost impossible to see. Unusually, one male was seen on three occasions between late May and
early June, on the cut grass at the Stinsford Junction. One overhead on 16 and 26 August, with
two on 29 August.

Autumn roost details as follows: During a roostwatch on 1 October, 65 birds were counted in to the
reedbed at around 1900hrs; increasing to 165 on 6 October. Three days later, on 9 October,
maximum 335 birds were counted in [IB]. On 12 October, 165 were counted in during windy
conditions, but they were very flighty and difficult to count once scattered by a Sparrowhawk. An
estimate of 230 birds were present ‘swarming’ around in several groups at evening on 25 October
[MS], but no accurate count was made on that occasion. 50 counted roosting on 11 November [IB]
and 65 on 25 November [MS].

MEADOW PIPIT

Occasional passage migrant.

Single birds were seen and heard moving north, calling early in the morning on 23 and 25 March. A
group of five birds circled the pond low twice but did not call as they passed through early morning
on 24 September. Earlier than last season, but coincident with significant numbers moving through
other local sites. Two more on 26 September. A flock of at least ten birds passed over during a
roostwatch in the evening of 1 October, and 8 birds went over southwards early morning on 28

October. One overhead in high wind on 8 December.

CHAFFINCH

Resident but elusive; one or two pairs possibly breed

One or two birds regularly in the woodland behind Royster Close and occasionally at Sandyhurst
Close throughout January. One calling from the Sanctuary on 5 February, and Sandyhurst Close

on 11 February, seen well on 17 February. Sanctuary woodland again on 4 March, suggesting two
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pairs possibly breed. One heard calling in Sandyhurst Close on 1 June, but then not again until late
August. Heard calling from Sanctuary woodland on 20 and 23 September and again on 8 October.
One was seen well along the Sandyhurst footpath mid-morning on 15 October, and presumably the
same bird was calling along Stinsford Road on 28 October. This increase in activity and
vocalisation led to a record of two birds on 5 November — one up at the top in Sandyhurst Close
and (at least) one more in the Sanctuary at Holly Hedge Lane. One (possibly two) heard in the
Sandyhurst Close area on 12 November and again present on 4, 15 and 30 December.

BULLFINCH

One male in the Sanctuary area behind Royster Close mid-afternoon on 5 February [MS] and then,
surprisingly, a pair were seen together along the Sandyhurst Close path early morning on 9
February [MS]. One female was in trees beside the outfall or ‘hatch’ on 2 April. One heard calling,
again along the Sandyhurst Close path on 17 April and in the same place again on 30 April. One
heard calling in the Sanctuary woodland late afternoon on 31 July, and then occasionally in the
same area throughout August. The next record is of a single bird heard calling in trees along the
east side by Stinsford Road mid-morning on 15 October. One flew over the Pond, calling, from the

Sanctuary to the Glimpse on 28 November.

GREENFINCH

Resident. One of 32 species recorded every year since 1993

Two birds around Sandyhurst Close in mid-January, but noticeably less often than last year.
Recorded more regularly (and up to four birds) in the second half of March and throughout April.
Family group of six birds active at the end of May. Dispersed by August, when just one or two are
occasionally present around the meadow. One record of two birds overhead on 18 October and 28
October. Maximum four together on 1 November until an unprecedented flock of 12 birds were

together in the meadow on 24 December.

GOLDFINCH

Local resident; status uncertain

One singing in a tree on Nuffield Ind Est opposite the Pond on 17 January. Flock of six around the
fen area to the north on 19 February. Two in Plantation Road on 20 March and one overhead on
11 April. Two singing in Sandyhurst Close on 23 May. Up to six in streets around the site
throughout June and July. One or two present on most circuits during the last week of August, and
then occasionally present into October when between two and four birds would regularly fly over

towards the industrial estate.
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SISKIN

Winter visitor

Up to ten birds present in alders throughout January along the Stinsford Road and occasionally
around Sandyhurst Close. Two on 9 February, still present on 19 February and 4 March.

In the autumn, two female / juv birds flew in to a birch tree by the new viewing point early morning
on 14 October. Still present 18 October and heard overhead again on 28 October and 1
November. At least two overhead on 8 November and seen in Holly Hedge Lane on 25 November.

REED BUNTING

Resident. One pair probably breeds.

One male first heard singing from the reedbeds in light drizzle early morning on 17 February.
Present again on 4 March sporadically but seems to respond to warmer air. Heard briefly also on
16 March and during a warm afternoon on 31 March, then again in sunshine on 2 April. Though still
unseen, the male was singing again in the early morning on 27 April. Again heard in bright
sunshine early morning on 23 May, 29 May, 1 June and 4 June despite dull conditions. On 7 June,
a female was seen with two fledged young, moving through the reeds in front of the Bittern
viewpoint. Two birds present — one calling and one singing — early morning on 10 June. One briefly
seen in the vegetation at the north end early morning on 5 August.

On both 31 August and 1 September, two juvenile / females were present in the meadow, both
times seen well when they flew up into a small cherry tree.

One heard calling from the bank at the north end but remained elusive in the reedbed early

morning on 16 and 30 December.
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The Hatch Pond List

The Provisional List of Birds recorded in the Hatch Pond area of Poole (Poole Borough Council,
1994) lists 73 species in the period 1981-1993

Analysis and cross-reference of these reports and subsequent study of field data covering 1994 -
2013 (including the eBird app database] suggests that a further 64 species should be added.
This brings the list of bird species recorded at Hatch Pond to 137 species for the period ended
31 December 2013.

Among these, it should be noted that the initial Marsh Warbler record from 1995/96 was not
accepted, but the species was added to the list in 2009.

In the period between 1 January 2014 and 31 December 2024, a further nine species have been
added to the Hatch Pond list, including Black Redstart (despite a missing historical record), the
Sandwich Tern in 2023 and the Cattle Egrets recorded in 2024.

The complete Site List of 146 species is presented below.

Disclaimer

As far as possible, the records presented here are considered as accurate and definitive but errors
or omissions may still be present when they include personal anecdotes.

It should be noted that the inclusion of a bird species on the List does not necessarily indicate that

the records have been accepted by Dorset Bird Club or any other official body.

The Site List presented below has been revised for this second edition to include an Appendix
which describes unsubstantiated or unproven historical records that have not subsequently been
verified. Revision of these notes has led to a few changes in the Site List as presented in the first
edition, and | am grateful to all contributors who have helped with the resulting integrity and

authority of this document.
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Chronological list of bird species recorded at Hatch Pond

Part 1: Species recorded to 31 December 1993 (73 species)
Source: Provisional List of Birds Recorded in the Hatch Pond Area of Poole [Borough of Poole, Parks &

Open Spaces Service, 1994] and the eBird app database verified by personal anecdotes.

Great Crested Grebe Little Owl
Cormorant Kingfisher
Little Egret Green Woodpecker
Grey Heron Great Spotted Woodpecker
Mute Swan Kestrel
Bewick’s Swan Sand Martin
Pink-footed Goose Swallow
Canada Goose House Martin
Shelduck Meadow Pipit
Wigeon Grey Wagtail
Teal Pied Wagtail
Mallard Wren
Shoveler Dunnock
Pochard Robin
Red-crested Pochard Stonechat
Tufted Duck Blackbird
Lesser Scaup Fieldfare
Ruddy Duck Song Thrush
Sparrowhawk Redwing
Moorhen Mistle Thrush
Coot Chiffchaff
Lapwing Goldcrest
Little Ringed Plover Long-tailed Tit
Snipe Coal Tit
Curlew Blue Tit
Redshank Great Tit
Green Sandpiper Jay
Mediterranean Gull Magpie
Common Gull Carrion Crow
Black-headed Gull Starling
Lesser Black-backed Gull Chaffinch
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Herring Gull

Great Black-backed Gull
Woodpigeon

Common Tern

Collared Dove

Reed Bunting

Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Siskin
Linnet
Bullfinch

Part 2: Species added between 1 January 1994 and 31 December 2022

Including date of first record

[74] Feral Pigeon

[75] Raven

[76] Stock Dove

[77] Willow Warbler

[78] Whitethroat

[79] Reed Warbler

[80] Swift

[81] House Sparrow
[82] Garden Warbler
[83] Black-tailed Godwit
[84] Sedge Warbler

[85] Tree Pipit

[86] Whinchat

[87] Dartford Warbler
[88] Black-throated Diver
[89] Blackcap

[90] Common Sandpiper
[91] Lesser Whitethroat
[92] Cuckoo

[93] Rook

[94] Water Ralil

[95] Little Grebe

[96] Redpoll

[97] Whimbrel

[98] Wheatear

[99] Peregrine

22 January 1994
1 February 1994

9 April 1994

16 April 1994

April 1994

May 1994

May 1994

18 June 1994

15 July 1994

3 September 1994
3 September 1994
3 September 1994
10 October 1994
10 October 1994
21 January 1995
April 1995

3 May 1995

6 May 1995

21 May 1995

22 October 1995
22 October 1995
7 November 1995
2 December 1995
6 May 1996

12 May 1996

15 July 1996
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[100]
[102]
[103]
[104]
[105]
[106]
[107]
[108]
[109]
[110]
[111]
[112]
[113]
[114]
[115]
[116]
[117]
[118]
[119]
[120]
[121]
[122]
[123]
[124]
[125]
[126]
[127]
[128]
[129]
[130]
[131]
[132]
[133]
[134]
[135]
[136]
[137]
[138]

Yellow Wagtalil
Mandarin
Gadwall
Jackdaw
Oystercatcher
Jack Snipe
Nuthatch
Goosander
Smew

Avocet

Skylark
Buzzard

Bittern

Hobby

Purple Heron
Iceland Gull
Spotted Flycatcher
Scaup
Treecreeper
Pintail

Cetti's Warbler
Wood Warbler
Woodcock
Pheasant
Greylag Goose
Firecrest
Brambling
Yellow-legged Gull
Marsh Warbler
Egyptian Goose
Bearded Tit
Redstart
Waxwing
Garganey
Merlin

Hen Harrier
Little Gull

Black Redstart*

25 August 1996

8 September 1996
10 November 1996
7 December 1996
14 December 1996
No date 1996

No date 1996

4 January 1997

11 January 1997
11 January 1997
24 May 1997

2 August 1997

5 December 1997
14 May 1999

28 August 1999

20 January 2000

9 May 2000
January 2002

16 March 2002

11 January 2003
November 2003

15 April 2004

14 October 2004
12 December 2004
20 March 2005

26 November 2005
29 November 2005
21 December 2007
25 May 2009

8 November 2009
12 October 2010
18 August 2010

9 February 2011
24 April 2011

27 November 2011
14 March 2013

20 October 2013
17 November 2014
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[139] Bar-tailed Godwit 27 September 2015

[140] Great White Egret 24 November 2016
[141] Red Kite 29 October 2017
[142] Red-breasted Merganser 3 February 2019

Most recent new species

[143] Tawny Owl 27 October 2022 [Martin Smith]
[144]  Greenshank 18 December 2022 [Rene Goad]

[145] Sandwich Tern 21 July 2023 [Martin Smith]
[146]  Cattle Egret 28 October 2024 [Martin Smith]

Species reported as being present, but records of which are either undocumented, not
submitted or cannot otherwise be validated.

SPOTTED CRAKE

Two records, thought to be of this species, from October 1996 and October 2000.

On both occasions, identity was not confirmed and classified only as “Crake species”.
RING-BILLED GULL

A bird was reported in 1993, but there are no further details. A second record of one being present
in the morning of January 8 in 2013 was not submitted and cannot therefore be verified.
GOSHAWK

A single bird was reported overhead in 2002, but there are no further details. Given the status of
this species locally at the time (very rare), the record cannot be accepted without further
verification.

RICHARD’S PIPIT

A single bird was reported flying west at 2.50pm on 3 January (and apparently called

several times) but the record was not submitted and cannot therefore be verified.

Additional species, thought to have escaped from collections or otherwise of feral origin

Including date of first record

Yellow-billed Teal 26 January 1997
Black Swan 11 October 1997
Fulvous Whistling Duck 3 October 1998

Muscovy Duck 4 February 2018
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OTHER WILDLIFE

There follows a summary report and lists of all other wildlife recorded personally by the editor
(Martin Smith) during 2024, annotated where appropriate with notes from other observers.

I am no expert in any of these other taxons and species and in places rely on apps for identification
or correspondence with experts and enthusiasts in each field. The lists are by no means complete
but do represent a ‘best effort’ to log all species observed.

Mammals

The list below follows the taxonomical order as presented at the UK Mammal Society, April 2024

Eulipotyphla (Insectivores)

European Hedgehog

Although not recorded personally by the editor, a resident of Sandyhurst Close reported seeing a
hedgehog ‘a couple of times’ in early April. Conversations with neighbours in Royster Close
suggests that hedgehogs ‘used to be’ regular garden visitors but have not been seen since the
new houses were built (at Pond View Close) in 2016.

Rodents (rodentia)

Grey Squirrel

Brown Rat

Field (Wood) Mouse (Apodemus sylvaticus)

One watched reasonably well moving along the laid hedging at Bittern View early morning on 7
March (MS). Early morning on 27 April, one was found in a KCT humane rat trap in the Hatch Pond
corner tucked among vegetation where Brown Rats come to feed on scraps. It was released.
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Carnivora
Red Fox

A family of foxes has been present in the woodland behind Royster Close for many years, since at
least 1998 and are still seen and heard regularly throughout the year

A vixen and at least two cubs were seen briefly and heard screaming very loud from deep under a
large bush at the north end at 10pm on 18 June.

On 22 October, the day after extensive grass cutting and clearance in the wet fen area behind the
Sandyhurst gate, two foxes were watched briefly exploring the space. Both ran off across
Sandyhurst Close into the housing estate at dusk.

Foxes were also seen throughout the year at: Canford Heath housing estate; Nuffield industrial
estate; Plantation Woodland and Darby’s Corner.

Stoat (Mustela ermine)

An exceptional record and one of the outstanding sightings of the year.

One was seen bounding across the track along the Stinsford Road hedge towards the trees at
approximately 1800hrs on 1 October before immediately disappearing into long grass and
brambles, where it was not re-located. This is probably the first record of Stoat at the site.

Bats (chiroptera)

Pipistrelle

One Pipistrelle behind the sanctuary and over local gardens in the early evening on 28 January.
Three together in the early evening on 5 February. One on 19 February and at least two on 6
March and 17 March, with three or more on 30 March — 11 April.

The first seen on the reserve itself were feeding on clouds of flies along Stinsford Road edge on 18
April. On 22 April at least 8 Pipistrelles were active. Several (up to 5) regularly in the garden and
Sanctuary area throughout May and June. Four on 27 July. Excellent views of two in the evening
from the fishing platform on 10 October, when one was watched at close quarters skimming the
water. At least two along Sandyhurst path at evening on 25 October and flying at dusk on 31

October. Also two still active during a warm evening (11°C) on 25 November.

Noctule

One seen well hawking moths over trees at the north end in the evening of 7 September.
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OTHER WILDLIFE

Fish

Roach

On 25 March, an adult Cormorant was seen to catch a reasonably large roach, estimated at 12"
long. Roach are slow-growing fish, and probably therefore weighed approximately 1lb, this will
have been a fish at least 8 years old.

Twice during the year, fishermen referred to Hatch Pond containing specimen Roach up to
(possibly over) 3lb weight.

Carp

One fisherman reported "a couple of nice 20s yesterday morning" on 9 September but nothing

since. There are some 30Ib specimen carp here.

Lizards and Snakes

Common Lizard
At least four tiny young (below 40mm) disturbed while working in the garden at Royster Close
behind the Sanctuary on 18 August.

Reptiles and amphibians
Red-eared Slider
One large terrapin — presumably the same one seen May and September last year- in the usual

place on a floating lock in the southwest corner of the pond on 14 July

Common Toad

On two dates between 11 and 17 February, two adults were found dead on Plantation Road,
squashed by vehicles. Several young toadlets through the garden in early August, and others
occasionally in the meadow area until at least 24 August. Two large individuals passed through the
Royster Close garden on 17 and 22 September, and one was present in the same area on 23 and
25 October.

Common Frog
One tiny froglet jumping through the meadow grass on 13 July. Several in the garden at Royster
Close the following week, including at least two adults. Several young froglets through the garden

in early August — max four 18 August
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OTHER WILDLIFE

Insects

The systematic order of insects presented here follows that described by Peter C. Barnard in The

Royal Entomological Society Book of British Insects, published by Wiley-Blackwell in 2011

Dragonflies and Damselflies (odonata)

The Odonata lists presented below follow the taxonomic sequence of Schorr and Paulson (2013),

as presented by the British Dragonfly Society.

Beautiful Demoiselle (Calopteryx virgo)

First recorded on 2 June, when two males were observed along the stream to the Top Pool in an
area cleared of larger bushes in the winter.

New this year

Common Blue Damselfly
Many emerged late May and were present throughout June, especially in the meadow and wet fen
areas. Two still present in the meadow on 21 July

Blue-tailed Damselfly
Throughout June to at least 21 July.

Large Red Damselfly (Pyrrhosoma nymphula)
Small number recorded, but only in a narrow window between 20 April and 30 April.

New this year

Emperor Dragonfly (Anax imperator)
One male in bright warm sunshine flying around in the wet fen area mid-afternoon on 14 July

New this year

Hairy Dragonfly

One or two seen on occasions in the early evening around the Sanctuary oaks from Royster Close
Common Darter

One female by the outfall hatch early morning on 5 August. Several most afternoons thereafter

until at least 23 September.
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Keeled Skimmer
Male around the edge of the meadow on 2 June, and a female in the grass on 4 June. Male and
female in the wet fen area at the north end on 25 June. Male again on 14 July, and a female in the

meadow on 21 July

Southern Hawker (Aeshna cyanea)
One in the meadow on 24 August, and one in the Sanctuary and Royster Close garden on 2
September, and another in the Sanctuary woodland on 20 September.

Grasshoppers and Crickets (orthoptera)

The Orthoptera lists presented below follow the taxonomic sequence used by Dr Tim Gardner
FBNA in A Guide to Grasshoppers and Bush-Crickets (2012)

Roesel’s Bush-cricket
On 10 June there was evidence of a hatching in the meadow — at least 40 nymphs present. One

adult along the Stinsford Road path on 21 July

Roesel’s Bush-cricket (Roeseliana roeselii)
Photographed by Martin Smith, 21 July 2024
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Common or Field Grasshopper

One photographed in the meadow area on 14 July. Several on occasions until at least 24 August

Field Grasshopper (Chorthippus brunneus)
Photographed by Martin Smith, 14 July 2024

Oak Bush-cricket (Meconema thalassinum)
One bright lime green female seen early in the morning in grass by the fishing platform on 26 July

New this year

Meadow Grasshopper

Several in late August in the Meadow and along the Stinsford path

Beetles (coleoptera)

7-spot Ladybird (Coccinella septempunctata)
Stag Beetle (lucanus servus)

Alder Leaf Beetle (Agelastica alni)
Red-and-black Froghopper (Cercopis vulnerata)

One in long grass in the wet fen area on 30 April New this year

Dates refer to the first record during the year
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Red-and-black Froghopper (Cercopis vulnerata)

Click Beetle sp (Agrypnus murinus)

Dock Bug (Coreus marginatus)

Thick-thighed Flower Beetle (Oedemera nobilis)

Recorded from on 4 June onwards.

Malachite Beetle (malachius bipustlatus)

Several on the flower heads of meadow grass on 10 June till 25 June
Green Shield bug (palomena prasina)

One on a bramble leaf first recorded 10 June

Soldier Beetle (Rhagonycha fulva)

Large numbers emerged from 8 July

14-spot Ladybird (Propylea quattuordecimpunctata)

First recorded in the meadow on 10 June

Spotted Longhorn (rutpela machulata)

One on Ragwort in the meadow on 14 July. Two mating on Queen Anne’s Lace on 21 July.

Dates refer to the first record during the year
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Flies (diptera)
Tapered Dronefly (Eristalis pertinax)
Common Drone Fly (eristalis tenax)

20 August

Drone fly sp (Syrphus ribesii)

20 August

Common Globetail (sphaerophoria scripta)
20 August

Sharp-tail Bee sp (coelioxyus spec.)

20 August

Dark-winged Wrinklehead (chrystoaster solstitialis)
20 August

Muscid Fly (graphomya maculata)

20 August

Birch Catkin Bug (Kleidocerys resedae)
20 August

Hoverfly (Orthonevra nobilis)

Hoverfly Dark-backed Epistrophe (Epistrophe nitidicollis)

Hoverfly Euopedes sp. (prob. E. luniger)
Photographed in the wet fen on 31 March
Migrant Hoverfly (euopedes corollae)
Photographed in the meadow on 10 June
Marsh Fly (sepedon sphegea)
Photographed on 31 March

March Fly (bibio lanigerus)
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Photographed on 31 March

Dark-edged Bee Fly (Bombilius major)

One or two in the wet fen area on 17 March, and several more on 31 March when a few Andrena
(mining bee) species were active.

Anthomyia sp

One observed on the bark of a Scots Pine along Stinsford Road on 28 April
Yellow Dung Fly (Scathophaga stercoraria)

Ferruginous Bee-grabber (Sicus ferrugineus)

Several, mostly on Cranesbill in the meadow on 2 June.

Common Awl Robberfly (neoitanus cyanurus)

One roosting in long grass early morning on 10 June.

Camouflaged to resemble a vetch flower, drooping posture and blueish hue.

Red-sided Parasite Fly (eriothrix rufomaculatus)
First identified on 21 July — very common since June.
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Bees, Wasps and Ants (hymenoptera)

Buff-tailed Bumble Bee (bombus terrestris)

At least 40 counted in a small patch of wet fen at the north end, most emerging from one spot in
the long dried grass — presumably from an underground nest. Many laboured, crawling and not
taking flight. 25-30 around the site on 25 March. Fewer, but still numerous on 31 March
White-tailed Bumble Bee

At least three in the wet fen area behind the Sandyhurst Gate on 20 April

Andrena (mining bee) sp.

First recorded in the wet fen area on 31 March

Honey bee (Apis mellifera)

Previously overlooked. Lots on bramble around the viewpoint on 2 June.

Andrena Helvolva

One probably of this species along Stinsford Road edge on 30 April

Pantaloon (or Hairy Legged Mining) Bee (dasypoda hirtipes)

A female and two males (thought to be of this species) recorded on 13 July.

Also female and one male present 14 July. On 21 July, the female was still present, on exactly the

same patch of ragwort

Ashy Mining Bee (Andrena cineraria)
First recorded along the Stinsford path on 14 July
Ichneumon sarcitorius

One in the meadow area between (at least) 3 and 10 June
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OTHER WILDLIFE

Butterflies and moths (lepidoptera)

The taxonomy of the butterflies of Britain and Ireland as used in this report is defined in Checklist

of the Lepidoptera of the British Isles; Agassiz, Beavan & Heckford (2013) and its updates.

Butterflies

Three species were added to my personal list this year, which stands at 19 species
on 31 December 2024

Essex Skipper
One seen well and photographed on Ragwort mid-afternoon in the meadow area on 14 July. One
positively identified among five or six ‘small’ Skippers on 21 July when twelve species of butterfly

were recorded

Small Skipper

At least ten on the wing and very active in the meadow on 2 July, and also present both there and
in the wet fen area on 14 July. Two positively identified among five or six ‘small’ Skippers on 21
July when twelve species of butterfly were recorded

Large Skipper

Two in the wet fen area at the north end late afternoon on 25 June. At least four in the morning on

2 July, and four also present — nectaring on Willowherb — on 14 July. Two along the Stinsford path
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on 21 July when twelve species of butterfly were recorded — being aggressively chased by Six-spot
Burnet moths.

ORANGE-TIP (anthocharis cardamines)

One along Sandyhurst path and Stinsford Road mid-afternoon on 16 April.

A first record at the site for this observer. A second seen in the wet fen area behind the Sandyhurst
Gate on 30 April, when five butterfly species were observed.

New this year

Large White

One (early?) on 11 April and two more locally on 16 April. Two (male and female) along the
Stinsford Road hedge on 28 April, still present on 30 April. Two on 2 June and two around
Sandyhurst path and the conduit into the meadow on 14 July. Up to four here on 21 July when
twelve species of butterfly were recorded. Six or eight on 28 July in the Sanctuary area behind
Royster Close. Numbers significantly increased in September, and one or two were still on the

wing until at least 15 October.

Small White
One along Stinsford and Hatch Pond Road on 24 March, and one out among the bog myrtle in the
reed bed on 31 March. One or two on 28 July in the Sanctuary area behind Royster Close, but

scarce this year until mid-September, when up to six were present on occasions

GREEN-VEINED WHITE (Peiris napi)

Recorded for the first time when at least two were present in the meadow area along Stinsford
Road on 14 July, when over 40 butterflies on 10 species were present. Two on 21 July when
twelve species of butterfly were recorded. At least three on 28 July in the Sanctuary area behind
Royster Close, and one in the garden on 24 August. Up to six in mid-September.

New this year

50



Brimstone

One on Plantation Road mid-afternoon on 17 February. One in the Royster Garden (and Hatch
Pond sanctuary woodland) on 17 March. One along Stinsford Road on 21 March [TE], and two
present on 24 March. At least three around on 29 and 31 March. Two on 11 April and two on 16
April. One in the wet fen area behind the Sandyhurst Gate on 30 April. One in the green behind
Sandyhurst Close on 21 July when twelve species of butterfly were recorded

Speckled Wood

At least four individuals around the site on 30 April when five butterfly species were observed. One
on 10 June, and one on 16 June. Two on 25 June and at least six on 14 July. At least wight on 21
July when twelve species of butterfly were recorded. Several looked fairly ragged, and one of these
had no hind-wings. Perhaps a fresh hatching a week later — at least 12 — 15 fresh looking
specimens in the Sanctuary area behind Royster Close. Several present until at least 17

September.

Ringlet

One on Garlic Mustard (Jack-by-the-Hedge) in the morning on 2 July. One more (perhaps the
same individual) in a similar spot on 13 July, but a different individual (better marked on the
underwing) was photographed on 14 July. Not recorded on 21 July when twelve other species of
butterfly were recorded

Meadow Brown

First recorded in the meadow when three were present on 10 June. At least five on 16 June, rising
to 10-12 on 25 June and over 20 on 2 July. At least ten on 13-14 July, and 20 on 21 July when
twelve species of butterfly were recorded.

One early morning on 3 August, two 9 August and one 24 August

Gatekeeper
One, freshly emerged, on Garlic Mustard along Stinsford hedge on 13 July and up to six on Field
Thistles the following day. At least ten on 21 July when twelve species of butterfly were recorded

Two early morning on 3 August, one 9 August. Two on 26 August and one 29 August

Marbled White
One seen briefly in the Meadow area on 16 June. Not recorded on 21 July when twelve species of

butterfly were recorded

Red Admiral

One on bramble at the new viewpoint on 16 June.
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One in the back garden 15 June. One around the new bench and viewpoint on 14 July when over
40 butterflies of ten species were present. One on 28 July in the Sanctuary area behind Royster
Close. One in the meadow on 1 September, but then numbers increased with at least ten present
on 12 September.

Peacock

One came to the patio in a Royster Close garden on 27 January.

At least 4 around the site on 21 March [TE] and three on 24 March [MS]. One on 11 April. One in
the meadow on 2 June. AT least three along the Stinsford hedge on 21 July when twelve species

of butterfly were recorded. Two on 28 July in the Sanctuary area behind Royster Close

Comma

One — newly emerged — low in long grass in the wet fen area behind the Sandyhurst Gate on 17
March; one along Stinsford Road on 24 March.

In summer, one came into the Royster Close garden from the Sanctuary area to visit phlox on 26

July. One on 28 July in the Sanctuary area behind Royster Close

Small Copper (Lycaena phlaeas)
One in the short mown grass behind Sandyhurst Close on 21 July when twelve species of butterfly
were recorded

New this year

Holly Blue

One along Sandyhurst path and Stinsford Road mid-afternoon on 16 April. One (a female) along
the Stinsford Road Hedge on 28 April. One (male) in hawthorn from the viewpoint on 30 April.
Several in the garden and Sanctuary area late May into June. Several (up to four?) on 28 July in
the Sanctuary area behind Royster Close. One in the garden on 24 August
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Moths

Since new records began in September 2022, 89 species have been recorded at Hatch Pond.

Green Longhorn (Adela reaumurella) New this year

One photographed at Bittern View early morning on 11 April.

Winter Moth (Operophtera brumata)

Caterpillars in vegetation near the benches on 30 April

Burnet Companion (Euclidia glyphia)

One in long grass on the meadow on 2 June, and several (photographed) on 4 June. Also two in
the meadow

Cinnabar Moth

One adult in the meadow on 22 June.

At least 40 caterpillars on Ragwort on 8 July. Maybe 10 or 12 on 13 July

Six-spot Burnet

At least four, all on ragwort, on 13 July and up to ten the following day. More on 21 July, perhaps
20 on 21 July when twelve species of butterfly were recorded. Two early morning on 3 August
Humming Bird Hawkmoth

One in Royster Close gardens late afternoon on 26 August New this year
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The following species were recorded in a moth trap, sited by BCP heathlands team overnight on 30

July, when 34 specimens of 23 species were caught. Nine of these species (marked *) were not

recorded in moth traps set in August and September 2023 and are therefore considered 'new’ for

the list since January 2023. In addition, the Fen Wainscot (marked **) has almost certainly never

been recorded at the site before [TE] and thus constitutes a first. Together, these additional ten

specimens take the revised list of moths recorded at the site (since 1 January 2023) to 89 species.

Bordered Beauty (Epione vespertaria)
Brimstone (Opisthograptis luteolata)
Canary-shoulder Thorn (Ennomos alniaria)
Common Emerald (Hemithea aestivaria)
Dark Arches (Apamea monoglypha)

Double Striped Pug (Gymnoscelis rufifasciata)
Fen Wainscot (Arenostola phragmitidis)

Grey Pine Carpet (Thera obeliscata)
Knotgrass (Acronicta rumicis)

Large Yellow Underwing (Noctua pronuba)
Lesser Swallow Prominent (Pheosia gnoma)

Nut Tree Tussock (Colocasia coryli)

1*
1*

1

1 ** New This Year
1

2

3

1*

o

Pinion-streaked Snout (Schrankia costaestrigalis) 1

Rosy Footman (Miltochrista miniata)
Ruby Tiger (Phragmatobia fuliginosa)
Sallow Kitten (Furcula furcula)
Scarce Footman (Eilema complana)
Single Dotted Wave (Idaea dimidiata)
Smoky Wainscot (Mythimna impura)
Uncertain (Hoplodrina octogenaria)
Webb's Wainscot (Globia sparganii)

Willow Beauty (Peribatodes rhomboidaria)
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OTHER WILDLIFE

Slugs and Snails (Stylommatophora)

Black Slug

Garden Snail

White-lipped Snail

Kentish Snail (Monacha cantiana)
13 June New this year

Girdled Snail (Hygromia cinctella)
13 June New this year

Large Red Slug (arion rufus)

3 August New this year

Leopard Slug

Several throughout the year in the gardens behind the Sanctuary area.

Spiders (Arachnida)

The Arachnida lists presented below follow the taxonomic sequence published by Peter Merrett
and John Murphy in The Bulletin of the British Arachnological Society (2000)

Metellina Mengei

One (probably of this species) first seen in the wet fen area on 17 March
Nursery Web Spider (Pyrrhosoma nymphula)

April to July.

One photographed guarding an egg sac on 21 July

Raft Spider
One young individual photographed out on a bramble leaf at Bittern View on 19 August (IB)
Significantly less records than last year as access to favoured areas and a known colony was

restricted and the area hardly visited

Wasp Spider
First noticed in the meadow area on 24 August. At least three webs on 1 September
Significantly less records than last year as access to favoured areas and a known colony was

restricted and the area hardly visited
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OTHER WILDLIFE
Fungi

The following species were identified at Hatch Pond by the editor for the first time during 2024:
Yellow Brain (Tremella mesenterica) New this year

Oak Mazegqill (Daedalea quercona) New this year

Sulphur Agaric or ‘Stinker’ (Tricholoma sulphureum) New this year

Blackening Waxcap (Hygrocybe conica) New this year

Fairy Ring ‘Champignon’ (Marasmius oreades) New this year

Fairy Bonnet Inkcap (Coprinellus disseminatus) New this year

The following species were recorded in 2024, having been seen previously (since 2022)
Sulphur Tuft (Hypholoma fasciculare)
Turkey Tail (Trametes versicolor)
Haresfoot Inkcap (Coprinopsis lagopus)
Blusher (Amanita rubescens)

Cep (Boletus edulis)

Grisette (Amanita vaginata)

Brown Roll Rim (Paxillus involutus)

Birch Knight (Tricholoma fulvum)
Common Earthball (Scleroderma citrinum)
Birch Bolete (Leccinum scabrum)

Honey Fungus (Armillearia mellea)

Fly Agaric (Amanita muscaria)

Amethyst Deceiver (Laccaria amethystina)
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There follows a collective noun, for which | hope readers will forgive me.

An ‘indulgence’ of poems, written at Hatch Pond during the year

Translatedfrombirdsong © Martin Smith 2024
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PONDERINGS

UNLIGHT

No colour today
("It's the cost you see...")
As grey as the sea.
They have taken the sky away
for an unpaid debt.
The drizzle persists, and with no purpose
the retardant wind
Shuffles listless teenage trees into sullen, sulky gangs
whose arms hang shrugged.
Radio-voices drift from the overnight huddled tents
of sotted fishermen with nothing to do but swearing.
The pond, a sodden mattress under heavy, soiled duvet,
sucks out reflection;
The line we tread, a ragged scratch between weights
in the fragment zone;
A torn rift, eggshell thin,
where demons dance with dreams
and where memories get stuck.
‘Between’[n]: where that which nearly was meets
all that will not come to be;
Between never and always,
Between water and sky in the unlight
The moment they call 'now'

Unlight

SV
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PONDERINGS

STILL LIGHT

In this Still Light |
hear voices of ghosts on the water;
Watching the shifting of clouds on the sky.
In this Still Light |
stand here out of sight
Calling on memories that don't know I'm here
I think 1 might
Stay here all night
Away from the music I'd rather not hear

In this Still Light there
is only the silence of mist and
the reed-fairy whisper of secrets gone by.
In this Still Light |
could give up the fight
and pretend | remember how things used to be
The beautiful sight of
A lake in Still Light
The birdsong, The Sadness and me

18

59

i B ,ﬂ\ v
TV A



PONDERINGS

NOW THE MORNING RUSH IS DONE

Now the morning rush is done
I cut between the bushes down
To the water’s edge
Among the gossip-reed and sedge;
My song of choice
The Song Thrush voice.

To watch and wait behind this gate
Be still, and move not to disturb
Skippers on the willow-herb.
Grass-moth / glass-moth fractals by;
Machinery of dragonfly
Glinting in the bramble sun
Now the morning rush is done
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