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Some key breeding species are surveyed at Radipole Lake and Lodmoor annually, including 
Cetti’s Warbler, Bearded Tit, Marsh Harrier, Bittern and Common Tern.  Wintering bird 
numbers on both reserves are also recorded annually through the Wetland Bird Survey 
(WeBS).  In 2024, we undertook a full survey of all breeding birds on the reserve as a part of 
a national assessment of the condition of some Sites of Special Scientific Interest.  The 
reserves were surveyed using a standard repeat visit territory mapping survey technique and 
the results are presented below. 
 
Reedbed Species 
 
Bearded Tits and Cetti’s Warblers both had their highest recorded populations since at least 
1990 (when systematic recording began) with 29 pairs of Bearded Tits (19 at Radipole and 
10 at Lodmoor) and 133 pairs of Cettis Warbler (87 at Radipole and 46 at Lodmoor).  The 
Weymouth Wetland Reserves (Radipole and Lodmoor) now have the second highest 
population of Cetti’s Warbler of any RSPB reserve. 
 

 
Copyright Verity Hill, RSPB Images 

 
Reed Warbler and Sedge Warbler both had a reasonable year, with a total of 121 pairs of 
Reed Warbler (78 at Radipole and 43 at Lodmoor) and 27 pairs of Sedge Warbler (18 at 
Radipole and 9 at Lodmoor.  This is down from a peak of 150 pairs of Reed Warbler at 
Radipole in 2005 and 69 pairs at Lodmoor in 2012, but is the highest count from the past 



decade.  Sedge Warblers are also down from a peak of 30 at Radipole in 2005 and 27 at 
Lodmoor in 2016, but the current population is close to the historic average. 
 
Marsh Harrier had a reasonably good year at both reserves, with a single nest fledging 3 
young at both Radipole and Lodmoor.  There may have been a second pair present at 
Radipole, with a number of additional adult birds present during the breeding season, but 
they didn’t appear to breed.  There have been up to 3 Marsh Harrier nests at Radipole and 2 
at Lodmoor, but a single nest is more usual.  It was less good news for Bitterns with records 
of wintering birds petering out relatively early and without evidence of any birds staying into 
the breeding season and booming.  This is the first year for about a decade that we haven’t 
recorded booming Bittern at either sites. 
 
Grasshopper Warbler are recently re-established as a breeding species on the Weymouth 
Wetlands, with a pair at each of Radipole and Lodmoor.  Other breeding species in the 
reedbeds included a single Water Rail and 14 pairs of Reed Bunting at Lodmoor. 
 
The Sand Martin colony at Radipole continues to thrive with 58 occupied nest burrows. 
 
Open Water and Saltmarsh Species 
 
Breeding wildfowl included 6 pairs of Gadwall (5 at Lodmoor and 1 at Radipole), 4 pairs of 
Tufted Duck (2 each at Radipole and Lodmoor), 11 pairs of Mallard (6 at Radipole and 5 at 
Lodmoor), 3 pairs of Shelduck (2 at Lodmoor and 1 at Radipole), 13 pairs of Mute Swan (7 
at Radipole and 6 at Lodmoor), 3 pairs of Canada Goose (2 at Lodmoor and 1 at Radipole), 
15 pairs of Coot (9 at Lodmoor and 6 at Radipole), 8 pairs of Moorhens (3 at Lodmoor and 5 
at Radipole), 4 pairs of Great Crested Grebe (2 each at Radipole and Lodmoor) and single 
pairs of Teal and Little Grebes at Lodmoor.  There was a single Garganey at Radipole in July 
but no evidence of a pair. 
 

 
Copyright Chris Gomersall, RSPB Images 



 
Copyright Annable Sharpe, RSPB Images 

 
A single pair of Oystercatchers bred at Lodmoor, successfully raising a single young to 
fledging. 
 
Common Terns and Black-headed Gulls both bounced back at Lodmoor after the almost 
total wipe-out caused by bird flu in 2023.  There were an estimated 19 pairs of Common 
Terns nesting with at least 28 young fledging.  Although both the number of breeding pairs 
and the number fledging were down on recent years, this is nonetheless a very significant 
and welcome recovery from the previous year when no young fledged and the colony was 
abandoned due to bird flu.  The Black-headed Gull colony also made an impressive 
comeback, with an estimated 45 pairs nesting and somewhere in excess of 80 young 
fledging. 
 
Woodland and Scrub Species 
 
The marginal scrub and woodland areas around Radipole and Lodmoor support an 
impressive number of breeding birds, including several species that are declining in the 
wider countryside.   
 

Species Radipole Pairs Lodmoor Pairs Total Pairs 

Stock Dove  1 1 

Woodpigeon 33 23 56 

Collared Dove  3 3 

Sparrowhawk 1 1 2 

Buzzard 1  1 

Great Spotted Woodpecker  1 1 

Green Woodpecker  2 2 

Jay  1 1 

Magpie 3 6 9 

Carrion Crow 1 4 5 

Coal Tit 1  1 

Blue Tit 43 11 54 

Great Tit 26 15 41 

Long-tailed Tit 8 9 17 



Willow Warbler  1 1 

Chiffchaff 43 41 84 

Blackcap 25 28 53 

Garden Warbler 1 2 3 

Lesser Whitethroat 3 6 9 

Whitethroat 1 11 12 

Goldcrest 3 1 4 

Wren 60 35 95 

Nuthatch  1 1 

Blackbird 45 32 77 

Song Thrush 4 8 12 

Robin 27 32 59 

House Sparrow  5 5 

Dunnock 23 24 47 

Pied Wagtail  1 1 

Chaffinch 10 4 14 

Bullfinch 3 6 9 

Greenfinch 22 19 41 

Linnet  6 6 

Goldfinch 16 9 15 

 

 
Copyright Verity Hill, RSPB Images 

 
 
Management of the Reserves 
 
The restoration of part of the Lodmoor reedbed is ongoing, with lowered water levels, reed 
cutting, cattle grazing and digging out new ditches and pools within the reedbed.  Our ability 
to effectively lower the water levels has been hampered by a leaking sluice and we will be 
putting in a new water control structure to address this.  We will then have a further period of 
cutting and grazing before the water levels are then raised again. 
 
We are also undertaking an experimental trial of different approaches to rush management 
on wet grassland at Lodmoor, with different combinations of cutting, grazing and no 



management.  This is part of a national project across a suite of RSPB reserves to better 
understand the most effective means of controlling Soft Rush. 
 
Scrub and woodland management across the reserves is ongoing to maintain a balance 
between open reedbed, open grassland and a diversity of different woodland and scrub 
types, offering different sizes, structures and species composition of woodland and scrub, 
from maturing open woodland to hedgerows. 
 
Competition for nesting space between Black-headed Gulls and Common Terns has been 
increasing, possibly as a result of the success of mesh fencing around two of the islands to 
reduce predation pressure from large gulls.  Before the 2024 breeding season, we 
significantly increased the size of the nesting raft as well as continuing to restore an open 
shingle area on the long island.  A next step might be to keep some nesting space 
inaccessible until just before the terns return to give them a better opportunity to find nesting 
space. 
 
Productivity of a number of species of waterfowl is low and the increasing number of records 
of invasive American Mink is a very likely cause.  We are currently developing a Mink 
Management Plan to try to address this. 
 
At Radipole Lake, long-term import of silt from the catchment of the River Wey during storms 
has led to the lake slowly filling up with sediment.  This results in the back edge of the 
reedbed drying out and the front edge of the reedbed encroaching into open water.  A 
feasibility study aimed at better understanding these impacts and investigating means of 
reversing them has been written and funding is being sought to deliver the work as a first 
stage in a major wetland restoration project for the reserve. 
 
Making your Birding on the Weymouth Reserves Count 
 
There are opportunities for local birders to contribute information to support the management 
of Radipole and Lodmoor reserves, either by volunteering as a member of our survey teams 
to carry out targeted breeding bird surveys and Wetland Bird Surveys (wintering bird counts) 
or by providing ad hoc records of some key species.  Any records of Bittern at both sites at 
any time of year are valuable.  Records of peak numbers of fledged waterfowl (including 
ducks, waders, gulls and terns) are also valuable.  Records of American Mink at Radipole 
and Lodmoor (with exact locations) will also help us to plan and monitor our mink 
management.  If you’d like to help, please get in touch with the team via 
radipolelake@rspb.org.uk. 


