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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the fifth annual report on the wildlife of the Holes Bay Nature Park. Our previous
reports are all available via the websites of the Birds of Poole Harbour and Upton Country Park:
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Each report has attempted to summarise the wildlife seen over the year and set it in a wider
context. After five years, it seems appropriate to look back and review on what has been achieved
in this time.

Birds, Birds And More Birdsé

Central to our report s ihaxecorcdobad the bads knawnmolhavé beeénb i r d
seen in a particular year. This is based on records we can access via online recording systems,

notably Ebird (maintained by Cornell University) and Birdtrack (maintained by the British Trust for
Ornithology) as well as reports on the websites of the Dorset Bird Club, the Birds of Poole Harbour
(BoPH), the Holes Bay twitter account and data collected as part of the national Wetland Birds

Survey (WeBs). Without those individual observers and organisations, our report would be far less
complete and we are grateful to all who record their sightings through these systems. Selected

records from these sources are transcribed onto a spreadsheet during the year and it is these that

form the basis of our report. Although we do not transcribe every record, all are valuable and form

a long-term archive held by Ebird and Birdtrack, with a copy also held by the Dorset Bird Club.

As the graph below shows, there is usually good coverage all year i though with slightly reduced
recording during the summer.
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Our recording area, | oosely basedNahutkRePar&a {
covers around 375 ha (926 acres) or just under one-and-a-half square-miles as shown on the

aerial photo below. Observers use various terms to describe where birds are seen but, very

roughly, the proportion of records we used for the 2024 report relating to the various parts of our
recording area i s shown in the chart bel ow. Whi
Bay, tbe north-west part of the Bay and Upton Country Park contributed the greatest volume. The

6 PCW c h a nthe Eléefs CHamnel to give it a more historic name) also contributes a lot of

records i reflecting the number and variety of migrant birds this small area attracts.

HOLES BAY NATURE PARK - RECORDING

~

= HOLES BAY NW /UCP = HOLES BAY

= PC WORLD DRAIN HOLES BAY NE
= HOLES BAY SE = HOLES BAY SW
= HOLES BAY SOUTH = OTHER

As the table below shows, since 2020 there have been between 129 and 144 bird species
reported each year, by an increasing number of observers. Between 2020 and 2023, the
proportion of days we received records from has also gradually increased, though this may
partially reflect better monitoring of the available online data. For the last two years we have at
least one record from around 90% of the days of the year and the figures suggest an increasing
number of people are recording birds from the area.

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Approx. number
of observers 43 50 51 60 111
Approx.Number
of species 135 138 129 138 144
recorded
% of days
records received 76% 85% 84% 91% 90%
from

The pattern of coverage may well have been affected by the restrictions imposed early in this

period because of the Covid pandemic and have been boosted when unusual birds attract more
birders to the area e.g. the visit by a small group of Tundra Bean Geese in 2021/22. Of course, we
need to recognise that however often the site is visited not all the birds present will be recorded.

We are still adding new species to the known site list. In 2024, eight species have been added:

Wood Sandpiper, Kittiwake, Arctic Tern,For st er 6s Ter n, Ar c tthreaateSk u a,
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Diver and Fulmar, and an updated species list is included in this report i the site total now

standing at 208 species.

Not Just

Bi

rdsé

It is not only birds we have recorded, as a group of volunteers we have tried to record a much
wider range of wildlife, generally using Living Record, the on-line recording system run by the
Dorset Environmental Records Centre. At the time of writing (11" December 2024) this contains
over 5,000 individual records of over 1,000 species (not including birds) 1 all found in the Holes

Bay Nature Park area since 2000. A more detai
recorded is given in the table below, with some indication of the total number of species of each
group found in the UK:
Species group Number of Number of species| Approx. UKnumber | Approx % of
records recorded of species UK species
20202024 20202024 recorded in
HBNP
20202024
Fungi 127 89 2487* 4%
Vascular plants 424 245 1554** 16%
Reptiles 33 3 6*** 50%
Moths 3570 472 >2 500*** 19%
Butterflies 425 29 5Qrrr* 49%
Bees, wasps, ants et 48 24 AppProx.6700x**** 0.3%
Flies 77 50 Approx7000**** 0.7%
Beetles 61 31 Approx 4000**** 0.8%
Dragonflies 261 23 5E***r* 41%
Spiders 21 9 B7Q***+* 1.3%
Sources:
*FUNGI  Recommended English names for fungi, British Mycological Society website
(https://www.britmycolsoc.org.uk/field_mycology/english-names#uk%20species) accessed 8th December
2024
* VASCULAR PLANTS
Number of ¢énative taxad with 16&&)asamappedohthawel | ear

version of the BSBI Plant Atlas 2020, source:
https://plantatlas2020.org/sites/default/files/bsbi_data’/home/BSBlatlas%20Intro%20WEB. pdf

*»** REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS
Nati ve

species

as

p eAmphbianis, 2G09 Howasd IMRe Witd Glidess

*xx BUTTERFILES AND MOTHS - https://butterfly-conservation.org/moths

*xx BEES WASPS AND ANTS
https://www.amentsoc.org/insects/fact-
files/orders/hymenoptera.html#:~:text=In%20the%20British%20Isles%2C%20there%20are%20at%20lea
st,and%20deals%20mainly%20with%20the%20main%20British%20groups.

*kkkE| |ES https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2020/01/Managing-brownfields-for-flies.pdf https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2020/01

rroreBEETLES

Natural History Museum website https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/british-wildlife.html

Frrxkkx DRAGONFLIES

Britaino6s i dFieddsaidef2010 @ Smallshire and A. Swash, Wild Guides

*********S P I D E RS

Britai ndsaFi@pGuide20ls L. Bee, G. Oxford and H. Smith, Wild Guides

and

e


about:blank#uk%20species
about:blank
about:blank

How Many Species Do We Have?

The figures above reflect, that we are much better at identifying some types of wildlife than others
(with birds probably being top of the list). However, the estimates for the total number of the
various species groups in the above table, give a clue to just how few species we have recorded,
compared to the number which might be present. The Natural History Museum estimates that
there over 70,000 species of animals, plants, fungi and single-celled organisms are found in the
UK! (https://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-science/data/uk-species).

So how many species might be found in our recording area? It is not possible to say precisely, but

after five years of moth trapping, we have recorded around one-fifth of the moths found in the UK.
Ifone-f i fth of the UKO speci asoauredthéree wegouln bepaoking ats t e
around 5,000 species (and that does not include many other groups of plants and animals not

listed above). So perhaps our impressive figure of 1,000 species is a relatively smalln u mb er é .
may well be that at least three-quarters of the species that might occur here are NOT (yet) on our

lists!

Our Wildlife I n Contexté

In conservation terms, it is the large numbers of regularly occurring wetland birds in Holes Bay that
are particularly significant in Holes Bay, these are regularly counted as part of the national
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS), a co-ordinated survey of all the major wetlands in the UK including
Poole Harbour. Such data is used to assess the national and international importance of different
sites (for example a site with 1% or more of the British wintering population would be regarded as
of national importance for that species). A review of the historic WeBS data available for Holes
Bay was included in our 2020 report. Our records also show that such counts do not always record
the maximum number of birds using Holes Bay, for example in 2023 all the monthly maxima for
Wigeon were recorded on counts other than those carried out under WeBs; reinforcing the
evidence for the importance of this part of Poole Harbour.

In 2021 we reported in detail on one of the most charismatic or our bird species, the Peregrine,
which has bred on the tall buildings around Holes Bay. In addition to recording its occurrence, we
recorded the very varied diet of these urban birds with prey items including birds such as the
Woodcock that we rarely record directly.

As with the birds we have also tried to set our other records in a wider and/or historical context
with articles on the diverse flora of the man-made habitats along the Holes Bay Road (2021 and
2022), and the changing salt marsh flora (2022), with a detailed account of one particularly
important species, Cord Grass, Spartina anglica (2020). In 2021 we looked at the moths recorded
here in terms of published data on their national distribution and abundance, which shows that
over recent decades some of our species have decreased in abundance at known sites but have
expanded their range i potentially a reflection of declining habitat quality but also of the impact of
climate change. We continue to see species of moth not previously recorded in the Park, with a
further 23 species verified during 2024.

We have also looked at reptiles (2020), fungi (2021), moths (2021), dragonflies (2022) and bats
(2023), with updates as appropriate in sulupeque
on to the review of historic bat records and shows that Upton House still hosts a surprising variety

of these inconspicuous but important animals.

Does Our Recording Make Any Difference?

Our annual bird list is one of several site reports used by the Dorset Bird Club to compile their
annual bird report, the definitive account of t
on Ebird, Birdtrack are permanently stored by the respective organisations, as are our records on
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Living Record 7 such data form a long-term repository of data for use by planners, ecologists and
other researchers and help document the changing wildlife of the area. From climate change, to
the development of the power-station site to the conversion of farmland at Upton Country Park to
open space, the local environment is continually changing and this is likely to be reflected in the
wildlife we record.

We also hope to improve the area for both wildlife and people. We are currently working with the

site managers at Upton Country Park, the Birds and Recreation Initiative (BARI) and the Birds of

Pool e Harbour (BoPH) t o i mpr ontrnePark, byecredimgiaradeds cr e e
viewing platform as has successfully been done at Lytchett Bay and Ham Common. The staff at

Upton Country have also responded quickly to improve protection of the bat roost in Upton House
based on this vye awdcentimetoproengte smallrséale hahitat improvements,

e.g. reducing the shading of ponds to encourage dragonflies.

The tbodinersdtybi s often used to describe wihlad! iwfee .md
Hopefully, our recording and documenting of the
diverse the wildlife of this area is, and how important it is to maintain it.

Holes Bay ©Martin Adams



BIRDS RECORDED IN HOLES BAY AND UPTON COUNTRY PARK IN 2024
Martin Adams, Jackie Hull, Stephen F. Smith and Nick Woods

The following list of birds includes all those species known to have been reported from the
recording area in 2024.

Records have been obtained from individual recorders, the E-bird and Birdtrack online recording
systems, the website and news forum of the Dorset Bird Club, the website of the Birds of Poole
Harbour and from the Holes Bay Nature X (formerly Twitter) account.

The Holes Bay Nature Park was established in 2015 by a partnership of the Poole Harbour
Commissioners, Dorset Wildlife Trust, and the Borough of Poole (now Bournemouth, Christchurch
and Poole Council).

Upton Country Park is owned and managed by Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Council. A
map showing the names used for different locations within the Country Park is included within the
report. There is no public access to the fields of Upton Park Farm.

Abbreviations:

BoPH i Birds of Poole Harbour

BTO i British Trust for Ornithology

WeBS i Wetland Bird Survey (carried out by volunteers from the BTO)
SANG T Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace

This report is based on records and information from the following observers:

Martin Adams, Richard Adams, Tracy Akehurst, Louis Arnaud, Peter Ashley, Simon Baird, Rikki
Ball, lan Ballam, lan Barber, Phil Bentley, Birdguides, Birds of Poole Harbour, Laura Black, Rowan
Blackwell-Cronie, J. Blunt, Rowan Booth, Mick Brooks, Martin Bugler, Pete Cadogan, Elliot Candy,
Michael Caponi, Toby Carter, David Chambers, Brian Chard, Peerawat Chiaranunt, Aimee
Cokayne, Andy Collyer, Peter Corbin, Chris Courtaux, Jim Coyle, Simon Craft, Ann Crawford,
Michael Cross, Kathryn Crouch, Tina Dawkins, Carrie Dominey, Dorset Bird Clubb, Ed Drewitt,
Jacob Everitt, Stephen F. Smith, Robert Fielding, David Foster, Tony Furnell, Tony Gaston, Rene
Goad, Sally Grant, Tony Grant, Kirsty Green, Clive Hargrave, Tanya Hart, Caroline Hebditch, Mike
Hetherington, Lorraine Highfield, Mick Highfield, Jacqueline Hull, Nick Hull, Alice Jenkinson,
Jarred Johnson, lan Julian, Maria Kallionaki, Adrian King, Adrian King, Paul Kirby, Liz Kirton, Colin
Lamond, Zoe Leclerc, Garry Lester, Michael Louey, Isaac Moody, Garry Moors, Simon Mussell,
Peter Myers, Daniel Nash, Jaidend Orchard, Glyn Owen, Gavin Paterson, Sagar Patil, Ken
Pennhillman, Roly Pitts, Tom Pook, Poole Peregrine Project, Phillip Precey, lan Quelch, Shaun
Robson, Sam Ryde, Steve Sansom, Becki Sant, Andrew Sant, John Severn, A. Sharpe, Philip
Skinner, Steve Smith, Paul Sutton, Bruce Townsend, Steve Violette, Sean Wallis, Mark Warren,
Tom Whetmore, Andy White, David White, Michele Wiggins, Kevin Wood and Nick Woods.

With apologies for any errors or omissions (note: some recorders using Ebird or Birdtrack do not
provide a name; so, some records are from others not included in the above list).

The following photographers have also provided photos for use in the report:
Martin Adams, Andy Collyer, Pete Corbin, Tania Dawkins, Rene Goad, Sally Grant, Nick Woods.

The authors would like to thank all the observers and photographers who have contributed. Please
accept our apologies for any errors or omissions.



The authors would also like to thank the following people for their assistance: Jez Martin
(Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Council), Paul Morton (Birds of Poole Harbour), Hamish

Murray (Dorset WildlifeTrust), Jennie Saunders (Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole
Council/Upton Country Park).
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Brent Goose (Branta bernicla)

Still the scarcer of the two 6black geesed regu
Maxima | Total | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2020 12 - - - - - - - - - - - 12
2021 26 8 7 10 - - - - - - - 1 -
2022 56 15 13 13 - - - - - - - 5 10
2023 87 18 20 20 - - - - - - - 3 26
2024 122 38* 24 24 - - - - - - - 4 32

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *.

Since our first Holes Bay record in December 2020, numbers here have risen strongly. The
monthly analysis shows a regular pattern typical for geese, with small numbers present in
November building up to a maximum in the new year. Almost all records were in the SW sector.

Extreme dates in 2024: 18" March (5) and 26™ November (3).
[CLAIM OF 100 Brent Geese on 10" Jan assumed to be a mistake]

Canada Goose (Branta canadensis)

The commonest of tithflathslinahekundreds soenétimes seen in Holes
Bay and flocks also feeding on the fields at Upton Country Park; at least one pair has bred
at Upton Country Park in the past (2011).

anada Geese ©Nick Woods

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
89 18 6 5 40 204 224 6 197 416 198 82*
Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *.

As usual, most of the three-figure counts in 2024 were made in the NW sector, and the 2024
maximum in 13 Acre Field was 198 on 12" November.

The mean maximum has remained stable at about 111 over the past five years. As usual,
numbers were low in spring, when birds were on their breeding areas. Birds returned to Holes Bay
in midsummer once young were fledged, and there was then a slight drop in August and
September followed by a major rise in October (see table below). Our all-time Holes Bay
maximum was 610 in October 2021.



The mean monthly maxima across the five years 2020-2024 are as follows:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
39 12 4 2 60 211 204 31 121 364 126 116
Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis)
A rare winter visitor or passage migrant to Dorset, though feral birds may also occur.
Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024.
Greylag Goose (Anser anser)
The only 6égrey goosed regularly recorded, the

population small numbers sometimes seen in Holes Bay, often with Canada Geese. Birds
have been colour-ringed in Poole Park in a study of the local population (sightings of such
birds can be reported to pooleparkgreylags@gmail.com).

2024 was a typical year, with five records: 2 on 18" March, 1 on 14" May, 1 on 12" November, 2

on 39 December and 2 on 14 December.

Tundra Bean Goose (Anser serrirostris)

A very rare winter visitor to Dorset, with very few recent records from Poole Harbour.

White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons)

Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024.

A rare winter visitor and passage migrant to Poole Harbour, with few recent records from

Holes Bay.

Mute Swan (Cygnus olor)

Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024.

A few pairs often breed around Holes Bay, with larger numbers found in winter.

Mute Sw

e

an NikWods
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Two pairs bred in 2024, one each side of the railway. Five young were noted with each pair in June and
July, but by 15" August this had fallen to 3 north of the railway.

The monthly maxima were similar to 2022.
Maxima | Mean |Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2024 26 20 | 22 23 24 33 21 11 30 30 34 34 33
Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *.

Black Swan (Cygnus atratus)

An introduced Australian species, now seen in small numbers in Poole Park and at other
sites across Dorset.

Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024.

Egyptian Goose (Alopochen aegyptiaca)

A species introduced into Britain and now spreading, one or two occasionally recorded in
recent years.

Five records this year, reflecting the increase in this species in southern England: 2 on 17" June,
9 on 2" October in PCW Channel, 2 on 30" October, 2 on 10" December and 2 on 28%
December.

Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna)

A few pairs breed around Holes Bay or nearby, with groups of young birds seen in
summer; flocks in winter may increase in cold weather (650 recorded in Holes Bay in 1987).

Shelduck ©Nick Woods

Breeding: This appears to have been a poor year. One pair in the NW sector produced 5 young,
but these had all disappeared by 28" Aug. A second pair with a brood of 2 was also noted in the
SW on 121 July, but further success is not known.

As usual, numbers of adults dropped in summer, as birds left for their moulting areas on the coast
of Germany, returning in numbers from November onwards. Monthly maximum counts:

Mean | Jan Feb Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
64 251* | 168 87 33 8 11 10 11* 6 5 29 151*

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *

11



The annual mean figures of monthly maxima over the past four calendar years are as follows:
2020: 64 2021: 49 2022: 56 2023: 65 2024: 64

These figures suggest that the local adult population is currently stable after a fall of about 30%
over the years 2000-2020. This is a long-lived species, however, and poor breeding seasons such
of those in 2024 may result in a continued decline in numbers of adults.

Shoveler (Spatula clypeata)

A regular winter visitor to Holes Bay, with numbers increasing strongly.

This was another good year for this species, although the calendar-year figures did not quite equal
the record-breaking figures of 2023.

Monthly maximum counts:
Mean | Jan Feb Mar Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
59 215 150 13 - - - - 6 28 101 52 138

A comparison of the figures winter by winter, however, gives a different picture. The mean maxima
for the months October to March inclusive over the past four winters make 20237 24 the best
winter by a huge margin:

2020-21: 82 2021-22: 46 2022-23: 95 2023-24: 161

Gadwall (Mareca strepera)

Mainly a winter visitor to Holes Bay, usually in small numbers.

RENE GOAD

Gadwall ©Rene Goad
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Four the fifth year running, a pair lingered in the PCW channel throughout the breeding season,
but no further evidence of breeding was obtained.

Monthly maximum counts:

Mean | Jan Feb Mar Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
10 3 2 2 2 2 - - 1 2 7 20
4 (15" [ 28" | (m) | (m) | (m) | (3) (30M) | (14™) | (12") | (12)

The mean monthly maximum has also remained constant at 4, despite the high counts at the two
ends of the year. The December count is the highest since we began recording systematically in

2020.

Wigeon (Mareca penelope)

A winter visitor to Holes Bay, with numbers greatly increasing in recent years to outnumber

all the other duck species, and with counts
whistling call is a characteristic sound on the salt marshes.
Wigeon ©Martin Adams
Mean | Jan Feb Mar Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
1340 | 2862 | 876 | 264 8 - - 1 - 408 924 | 1097 | 2018
(let*) (18th*) (1st*) (6th) (17th) (29th*) (27th*) (22nd) (22nd)
Combined Holes Bay countshy WeBScount ers shown by * The dmeané

from the months Jan 1 March and Oct i Dec inclusive. The WeBS count for January is believed to be the
highest in Holes Bay since systematic recording began here, and 2024 is also the first calendar year to
include two monthly maxima exceeding 2,000 birds.

The winter mean monthly maxima below are obtained by taking the mean for the six consecutive
months October to March inclusive for each winter. The results for the past four winters show that
wintering numbers in Holes Bay remain at a very high level, especially when compared with the
situation in the 1990s, when the Holes Bay flock crept over the 100 mark only once.

1242

2020-21
2021-22
2022-23
2023-24

1469 [Figure shown in 2023 Report now amended.]

1175
1373

No progress has been made towards resolving the mystery of the sex imbalance noted in the 2023
Holes Bay report, partly because the birds in the NE have been more distant from the cycle path,

perhaps because of disturbance by anglers.

13
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Hybrid Wigeon sp: A bird noted on 22nd March 2024 in NW showed characteristics of Chiloe
Wigeon Mareca sibilatrix.

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos)

Apart from Shelduck, the only duck species known to breed in the area, with pairs often
present on the larger ponds in Upton Country Park and small flocks also seen in Holes Bay.
A variety of domesticated birds also occur.

Mallard ©Nick Woods

Breeding: a pair in the PCW channel had produced 11 young by 24" March, 9 of which survived
until at least 20" May. On 10" June a female was seen with at least 8 recently hatched young on
Grove Pond, and a new brood of 7 was seen on 4" July in NE sector.

Monthly maximum counts [no mean is included as these figures include counts of young]:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
8 36 13 14 13 9 18 36 39 25 30 51
(m) | (10M | (24™ | (29") | (m) (m) (39 | (5™ | 29™) | (7"M) (7™ | (20M

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *. The December count is the highest since
systematic reporting began in 2020. The group of 8 present in January were seen in the slightly unusual
|l ocation of Basclombeds Pond on 29

Pintail (Anas acuta)

A winter visitor to Holes Bay with numbers increasing in recent years and counts of 100 or
more birds now regularly being made.

2024 was another excellent year for this species, as the table of monthly maxima shows. The first
column shows the mean for the six winter months Jan-March and Oct-Dec over the calendar year,
and this figure of 116 is by far the highest since systematic reporting began in 2020.

Mean | Jan Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
116 102 200 48 - - - - - 10 42 72 224
(2 1st*) (6th) (1oth) (24th) (2 1st) (22nd) (313’[)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by*

The mean maxima from the six months from October to March over the past four winters confirm
the steady increase in Pintail.

2020-21: 40 2021-22: 49 2022-23: 66 2023-24: 86

There has also been an increase in records from NE and SW sectors.
14



Teal (Anas crecca)

In winter usually the second most abundant duck (after the Wigeon) in Holes Bay, with
several hundred often present.

* Teal pair ©Nick Woods

Monthly maximum counts. As Teal is less of an exclusively winter species than Wigeon, Shoveler
and Pintail , bheledsthé averaga for the 12gnonthe of the calendar year. This
mean was relatively low in 2024, largely because of unusual scarcity of Teal in March: the March
WeBS figure for Holes Bay was only 11 birds! Although 2024 was not quite the record-breaking
year of 2023, the calendar-year averages still show a steady increase over the past five years.

Mean | Jan Feb Mar Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
312 1047 | 718 80 7 1 2 7 163 370 325 230 800
(2lst*) (18th*) (2nd) (an) (an) (let) (29th) (3 1st) (29th*) (27th*) (7th) (12th)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *.

The winter figures tell a similar story of 2023 7 24 being good but not outstanding:

2020-21: 300 2021-22: 327 2022-23: 731 2023-24: 494

Pochard (Aythya farina)

Once aregular winter visitor to Holes Bay, occurring in most years, with over 100 birds
recorded in the 1987 cold spell, now rarely seen and then usually in very small numbers.

Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024.

Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula)

A few birds usually occur in Holes Bay in the winter, though this species and the other
6diving ducksd are much | ess abundant t han

Tufted Duck ©Peter Corbin
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Total | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Bird- 84 16 8 21 24 4 1 - - - - - 10
days
Maxima 3 2 2 2 2 1 1
Presentonmanymor e dates than | ast year, but observer

the first half of the year refer to one pair in the PCW channel.

Scaup (Aythya marila)

A scarce winter visitor to Holes Bay, not recorded at all in some years, once present birds
maybe present for some time.

Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024. The most recent records were in Jan-Feb 2020.

Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula)
An irregular winter visitor in small numbers to Holes Bay.

The only record in Holes Bay during 2024 was a drake in SE sector on 29" November.

Goosander (Mergus merganser)
An uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant in Dorset; a rare visitor to Holes Bay.

One redhead was present from 5" to 25" March. Observer s6 comments ind
spent its time in NE sector; one present in SE on 25" March may well have been a second bird.

Red-breasted Merganser & Goosander ©Rene Goad

Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator)
Irregular winter visitor in small numbers to Holes Bay.

This species is in serious decline in Holes Bay and in Poole Harbour as a whole, and the table
now gives bird-days rather than maxima. However, 2024 was at least an improvement on 2023.

Total | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Bird- 103 15 31 30 2 - - - - - - - 25
days
Maxima 3 6 6 2 5
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Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus)

Formerly seen regularly at Upton Country Park (prior to the conversion of much of the
adjacent farm to SANG), now rarely reported from the recording area.

Two records, both at Upton Country Park i recorded as present on 10" February 2024 with a
single recorded on 6™ April 2024.

Red-legged Partridge (Alectoris rufa)

An introduced species which is released in the county for sporing purposes. There are no
known recent records from the recording area though shooting was carried out on the
Upton estate in the past.

A single bird seen near Upton House on 4™ April 2024.
Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus)

Although breeding widely on local heathlands a bird rarely if ever reported from the
recording area, though given its crepuscular or nocturnal habits, it may be under-recorded.

A single record of 2 birds calling in the Upton Country Park SANG just after sunset on 215t July
2024.

Swift (Apus apus)

A summer visitor to Britain which has declined greatly in recent years. Birds may be seen
feeding over the recording area and measures are being taken to provide safe nesting sites
on buildings nearby.

Recorded from 215t April 2024 to 5™ August 2024, most records of small numbers (less than 10)
but the following larger counts made: 15 at the PC World drain on 6™ June 2024, and at Upton
Country Park: 30 on 17" June 2024, 17 on 2" & 25 on 15" July 2024.

Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus)

An uncommon passage migrant in the recording area.
Not recorded in 2024.

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon (Columba livia)

Feral pigeons, in various colour patterns, are thought to breed on many buildings and
bridges (including Poole Bridge) and along the railway line around the recording area.

Recorded in every month of the year and usually present in urban areas where breeding probably
occurs; maximum number recorded 50 on 12" February 2024 at Holes Bay North East. A small
flock of white 0dovemobherspama HoleshBag. seen i n the

Stock Dove (Columba oenas)

Less conspicuous, lacking the white wing bars of the more abundant Wood Pigeon, the
Stock Dove is found in much smaller numbers but its distinctive song can be heard from
many wooded areas.
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Stock Dove ©Martin Adams

Recorded in all months of the year. The largest count was 7 on 3™ June 2024, but probably
overlooked amongst the commoner Wood Pigeon. Singing birds recorded in the woods and
gardens of Upton Country Park, but no conclusive evidence of breeding.

Wood Pigeon (Columba palumbus)

A common breeding species, the Wood Pigeon also forms feeding flocks, often seen in the
fields at Upton Country Park. Flocks apparently migrating sometimes recorded, with a large
roost sometimes noted on Pergins Island. Probably under-recorded.

Wood Pigeon ©Nick Woods

Always present at Upton Country Park and likely to have bred though no records of confirmed
breeding were received. Counts of 50 or more included 62 on 10" & 75 on 11" March 2024, 58 on
2" April 2024, 50 on 2" October 2024 and 85 on 9" December 2024.

Collared Dove (Streptopelia decaocto)
Small numbers seen around the recording area, may breed.

Recorded in all months except May-June and November at various locations including around
shoreline of Holes Bay and at the PC World drain. Records usually of 1-2 birds with a maximum of
4 recorded on 25™ February 2024. No confirmed breeding records, but breeding probable in south-
west Holes Bay (interacting pair and nest building seen).
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Water Rail (Rallus aquaticus)

A secretive bird, rarely seen, its presence often revealed by its squealing call, present in
the reed beds around Holes Bay and occasionally on the ponds in Upton Country Park.

Recorded in all months of the year, usually 1-2 birds (maximum 4 on 215t October 2024). Most
records from the main reed beds around Holes Bay with a single record from the duck pond in

Upton Country Park. No definite evidence of breeding though this may have occurred; most

records refer to birds heard. More frequently recorded in spring, and especially, in autumn/winter

(bird-days shown below) i possibly a reflection of migrant birds being present.

Bird Days:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
7 9 10 3 2 5 2 4 8 11 5 9

Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus)

A few pairs breed around Holes Bay and on several of the ponds at Upton Country Park.

Moorhen ©ick Woods

Recorded in Upton Country Park and around the Bay (including the PC World Drain) in all months
of the year. Breeding was confirmed at the Grove pond (Upton Country Park) and the PC World
drain, with 5 young from 2 broods seen there with 3 adults on 12" August 2024, suggesting two
single bi
16" May 2024; an unusual location. Maximum number recorded was 8 birds on 12" August 2024.

pairs may have bred. A

Coot (Fulica atra)

r d

wa s

al so

seen

on

Bascom

Occasionally seen in Holes Bay and thought to have previously bred on the Grove pond in

Upton Country Park.

Five records with a single bird on 7" March 2024 (in Holes Bay opposite the railway station), 2
birds in north-east Holes Bay on 16™ November 2024 and single birds in the PC World drain on

4th 16t & 17 December 2024.

Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis)

A small flock regular in Holes Bay (often seen near the railway line) in the winter, thought to

have previously bred on the pond in the Grove at Upton Country Park.

Small numbers in January-March and October-December (monthly maxima below), with last

spring record 4 on 11" March 2024 and first autumn record 2 on 2" October 2024; usually seen
close to the railway in Holes Bay.

19



Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
6 4 4 - - - - - - 5 9 11*
(15th) (2nd) (1 1th) (30th) (gth) (22nd)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *

Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus)

Small numbers present in Holes Bay, mainly in the winter but is seen almost the whole
year. Nearby, birds regularly breed on sites such as Hatch Pond.

Great Crested Greb ©Nick Woods

Reported in Holes Bay in all months of the year (93 dates), an increase on 2023 when the species
was only recorded on 50 dates (this was also an increase on 2022, when the bird was mainly
recorded in the winter). Around 3/4 of records were from the south of the railway line (though
many records are not precise on location). Most records were of 1-4 birds, with a maximum of 6 on
2" June 2024 and 24™ November 2024. There was no evidence of confirmed breeding, though
birds were seen briefly displaying in south-east Holes Bay on 11" June 2024.

Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis)

Rarely recorded in Holes Bay despite being an annual visitor to other parts of the Harbour
and Studland Bay.

Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024.

Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus)

Occasional (usually unsuccessful) breeding bird around the margins of the Bay. Present all
year round but more common in winter. The wintering population in Poole Harbour has
declined since 1990.

Oystercatcher ©Nick Woods
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Recorded from all months of the year in Holes Bay, the only ever-present wader this year.

Breeding records were again limited this year with no young observed, although there were
records around the roofs in Factory Road (where breeding has occurred before,) including an adult
possibly sitting on a nest on 25" June 2024.

In winter, large high tide roosts sometimes assemble on the south side of the railway
embankment, usually on the east side of the Bay. Anecdotally, these roosts seem to have declined
in number in the last 20 years, in line with a national and local decline in wintering numbers.

Also occasionally seen on the verges of the cycleway in the East of the Bay, and in the school
fields in the SW corner of the Bay.

Monthly maximum counts:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
96 R 99 55Rr 25 13Rr 14 26 22 43* 42* 71R 81R
(1oth*) (25th) (11th) (17th) (Gth) (3rd) (30th) (16th) (thh) (29th) (26th) (4th)
Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by* Roost countrb shown

2 0 2 Yéady Maxima
2020 2021 | 2022 2023 2024
84 110 101 114 99

Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta)

Appearing in late autumn, flocks in Holes Bay can number over 200 in winter with numbers
having increased in recent decades. Poole Harbour is one of the most important wintering
sites in the UK for Avocet.

Avocet ©Martin Adams

Large numbers in winter, mainly in northern parts of Holes Bay. Avocet numbers tend to be less
dependent on tides than other waders, as their long legs mean they can roost in deeper waters
and are less dependent on exposed mud to feed.

6 days earlier than last year.

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
229* 200 12 1 72 177 402
(let) (1st) (14th) (6th) (30th) (29th) (24th)
Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by*
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2 0 2 éady Maxima
2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
299 238 484 288 402

The WeBS total s fthatAvocét eerellesdtitan annual m dloles Bay 30 years
ago, showing how extraordinary their rise has been, with Poole Harbour now having one of the
highest winter counts in the country.

WeBS maximal 99 00 s :
90-91 | 91-92 | 92-93 | 93-94 | 94-95 | 95-96 | 96-97 | 97-98 | 98-99 | 99-00
Avocet HB max | [zero] | [zero] 2 [zero] | [zero] | [zero] 1 [zero] 1 9

Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus)

A winter visitor to Holes Bay in small numbers, often best seen from the boardwalk in
Holes Bay NW. Has been seen in the fields at Upton Country Park, especially in prolonged
cold spells. Formerly bred on the fields where the Upton bypass now goes through.

Just 11 records, a big decrease compared to 23 in 2023, 2022 and 2020, and 30 records in 2021.

6 records in January, one on 1t July 2024 SW, and 4 in October & November, with a maximum of
5 birds on 2 dates in autumn.

2 0 2 éady Maxima
2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
15 11 8 9 5

Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola)

A passage migrant or winter visitor to Holes Bay, birds being reported more often in recent
years.

Grey Plover ©Nick'Woods
5 records of single birds: 23 July 2024, NW 6" September 2024, and 3 records in the SW

between 22" and 30" December 2024. A not untypical year, after 6 records in 2023, although
there were an extraordinary 30 records in autumn 2022 with a high count of 11.

Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria)
A rare winter visitor to Holes Bay.

5 recorded on e-bird 2" October 2024, the first record since 2018.
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Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula)

Usually an occasional visitor to Holes Bay, mainly as a passage migrant, with small flocks
rarely seeming to stay long.

2 records, the same number as in 2023, with 3 recorded NW 12" April 2024 and a flock of 7 SW
8" August 2024. As with Grey Plover, the autumn of 2022 was extraordinary with 18 records and a

high count of 42. More typically, there was 1 record in 2020 and no records in 2021.

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus)

A regular spring and autumn passage migrant seen in Holes Bay singly or in small
ABoat

numbers. Often found in theunder-wat c hed

Hole Bay South-West.

e

Whim

o

brel ©Peter Corbin

Graveyardo

South

22 Spring between 16™ April 2024 and 11" May 2024, and 24 Autumn records between 8" July
2024 and 5™ September 2024. More records, although this could be down to more visits in the
peak periods when birds are virtually ever present. The dates were broadly similar, although there
were 2 outliers on 29" September 2024 and 27" October 2024.

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
9 5 2 4 2* 1*
(thh) (2nd) (3 1st) (121h) (29th) (27th)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by*

2 0 2 Yéady Maxima

2020

2021

8

Whimbrel & Curlew ©Andy Collyer
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Curlew (Numenius arquata)

Can be seen in Holes Bay in all months of the year with counts of 50 or more in the winter,
favouring Pergins Island and the saltmarsh south of the railway embankment. Can also be
seen feeding in the fields of Upton Park Farm.

NG o
Curlew ©Peter Corbin

Recorded in every month of the year except May, the first Curlew record-free month of the

decade, with no records between 29" April 2024 and 7™ June 2024. Sadly, this is part of a long-

term decline, with maxima once again failing to exceed 100, in contrast to WeBS counts of 200+ in

t he 1 JKsGddly reflects the national decline of this iconic, Red-listed wader, although the

erosion of the salt marsh in Holes Bay may have exacerbated this trend locally.

Inland, there was 1 record of 7 birds in Upton Park Farm on 7" December 2024, and 10 records of
birds in 13 Acre Field, with a maximum of 31 on 15t January 2024. There were 2 records of a
colour-ringed bird on 22" and 29" November 2024 in 13 Acre Field.

The curlew, Y27, was released as part of a re-introduction project in Southern England. Eggs are
taken from stable populations in Northern England at sites where there is a high risk of nest
destruction, incubated, hatched and reared in captivity, then the young birds released at three
sites in the south: Cranborne in Dorset, Peppering in West Sussex, and Elmley in Kent.

Y27 was released at Cranborne in Dorset on the 19™ July 2024. Most of the tagged head started
curlew disperse in late summertos i t es on Engl a batwken eslpAudustand o a st
September. From release site to Holes Bay is a journey of about 22 km. (Information from Chris
Heward of GWCT.)

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

41 67* 82 49 24 34 42 53 87* 77 96*

6" | 18" | (1% | (39 (26" | (29M) | (15™) | (29") | (27") | (22™) | (22)
Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by*

WeBS maxima 199006s:

90-91 | 91-92 | 92-93 | 93-94 | 94-95 | 95-96 | 96-97 | 97-98 | 98-99 | 99-00

Curlew HB max | 95 220 277 | 220 | 214 197 | 201 150 190 | 218
peak month Mar | Jan Feb | Feb | Jan Feb | Nov | Feb | Jan Jan

2 0 2 Wéady Maxima
2020 | 2021 | 2022 2023 | 2024
122 107 116 88 96
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Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica)

Occasional winter visitor to Holes Bay. In Poole Harbour this species is more characteristic
of Whitley Lake and Brownsea Island, and vastly outnumbered by the Black-tailed Godwit.

Just 1 record, a single bird reported on e-bird in Holes Bay S 30™ December 2024, in contrast
with 8 records in 2023 and 10 in 2022.

Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa)

Can be seen in all months of the year in Holes Bay but numbers much greater, and
increasing on passage and in winter, with regular counts of over 1,000. This is an

internationally important figure, representing

Harbour wintering population is thought to be exclusively of the Icelandic race (Limosa

wr g
i

4

>

Black-tailed Godwit ©Martin Adams Black-tailed Godwi ©Nick Woods
Another very good year, although the high count of 3,212 on18"J anuary 2024 di
the then Dorset record of 4,120 from last year. Once again, the high counts were associated with
cold weather, causing other sites, especially the lagoon on Brownsea, to freeze up. Counts of

2000+ were still regularinin or ma |l 0 Howevat,iartd the Masch high count of 2061 was a
record maximum for March.

Il n contrast, Febr ua rsyglighy misleagihg. @oonts nvére gerferally low, With
just 27 birds counted on WeBS just 2 days after this count was recorded. Wet weather and low
pressure meant that water levels were unusually high, meaning that the mud the birds feed on and
the saltmarsh they roost on was flooded for longer periods. Birds decamped to the Avon Valley,
where the wet conditions by contrast made the flood plains there more attractive,and Ho | e 6 s
Dorset site record was exceeded.

This is a threat going forward, with sea levels predicted to rise, and a sign that, even with the
extraordinary numbers currently being recorded, that nothing lasts forever. Holes Bay will suffer
from coastal squeeze, where rising sea levels will come against man-made barriers, and inter-tidal
habitats will be lost.

Although Blackwit can be seen in every month as non-breeding birds over-summering in Poole
Harbour, there were no records between 215t May 2024 and 26™ June 2024. There seems to have
been a slight trend over the last couple of years towards fewer passage birds in autumn, with birds
possibly passing through more quickly.
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Recorded 5 times in 13 Acre fields, notably a flock of at least 597 on 22" November 2024. This
flock was extremely restless and flighty for over half an hour, before settling down to feed. It was
then apparently indifferent to the presence of a fox in the same field!

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
3,212 | 1,774 | 2,061 4 4 315 302 709 1389* | 1400 | 2500+
(18th) (16th) (7th) (6th) (26th) (315'[) (28th) (28th) (27th) (7th) (12th)
Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by*

WeBS maxi ma 199060s:
90-91 | 91-92 | 92-93 | 93-94 | 94-95 | 95-96 | 96-97 | 97-98 | 98-99 | 99-00
Blackwit HB max | 866 761 542 208 | 1811 | 560 378 813 348 | 1404

2 0 2 Yéady Maxima
2020 | 2021 | 2022 2023 | 2024
1290 | 2000 | 1504 | 4120 | 3212

Turnstone (Arenaria interpres)
A winter visitor to Holes Bay often seen (usually distantly) on the Railway Embankment.

36 records, a big increase on the 22 from last year, with 25 in the first winter/spring period and 11
in the autumn/ second winter period.

Under-recorded in the past with 1 record in 2020 and 10in2021bef or e bei ng 0O6di sc
Embankment, resulting in greater focus and observer effort. Extreme dates 17" April 2024 and 5™
September 2024, the latter over a month earlier than in 2023.

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
12 14 12 2 9 1 8 10
(8th) (26th) (18th) (17th) (5th) (23rd) (22nd) (17th)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by*

Yearly Maxima
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
1 10 14 20 14

Knot (Calidris canutus)

An occasional winter visitor to Holes Bay, probably appearing more regularly in recent
years.

Consistently present over both winter periods, a slight variation on the usual pattern of the
occasional flock with odd birds in-between. There were also 3 passage records of single birds
between 16" August and 20" September.

The high counts the previous 2 years of 57 and 25 were the highest counts recorded in Dorset
during those years. This year6és maxi mum of 60 i
although it is believed that a higher count was recorded in Brownsea this year, Holes Bay remains

the best place in Dorset to see Knot.

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
60 50 27 1 1 4 38
(18th) (6th) (10th) (16th) m* m* (30th)
Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by*
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2 0 2 éady Maxima
2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
51 40 25 57 60

Ruff (Calidris pugnax)

Occasionally seen in Holes Bay or on the fields of Upton Park Farm, but not recorded every
year.

Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024.

Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea)

A scarce passage migrant in Holes Bay i recorded occasionally, and not necessarily every
year.

Not recorded in 2024, after 1 record in 2023, 2 in 2022, none in 2021 and 2 in 2020. Very probably
under-recorded amongst the often-distant flocks of similar-looking Dunlin.

Dunlin (Calidris alpina)

The smallest wader commonly found in Holes Bay, winter flocks may number 500 or more,
and when disturbed will form tight flocks.

nIinMartin Adams
Exceeded 600 in the 3 deepest winter months, compared to maxima of just over 500 last January

and December, with thi s y Eebruadysand March figures far exceeding the double figure counts
of 2023.

It is worth noting that despite seeing such large numbers these birds are on the Red List due to
the decline in wintering numbers. A comparison with the WeBS maxima and the totals for this
decade d o e sseeintto show a significant decline, but it is worth noting that the latter figures
represent all records, rather than the snapshot of a monthly WeBS count.

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
641 643 381 30 1 2 18 45 311 628
(12th) (16th) (7th) (19th) (3oth) m* (lsth) (3lst) (12th) (8th)
Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by*
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WeBS maxima 19900s:
90-91 | 91-92 | 92-93 | 93-94 | 94-95 | 95-96 | 96-97 | 97-98 | 98-99 | 99-00
Dunlin HB max | 208 986 | 454 | 873 693 547 833 | 400 459 350
2020 Yearly Maxima
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
458 754 1168 503 643

Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola)

Rarely recorded and then usually single birds flushed from some of the less disturbed

woodland areas in winter, or more recently as Peregrine prey.

Woodcock ©Sally Grant
(BoPH ringing at Sunnyside Farm)

Recorded as Peregrine prey in December 2024. It possible that the Peregrines took this bird as it
migrated over at night.

Jack Snipe (Lymnocryptes minimus)

A scarce winter visitor, seen infrequently in Holes Bay i probably associated with cold

spells and not recorded each year.

Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024.

Snipe (Gallinago gallinago)

An inconspicuous wader often lurking on the edges of the reed beds in Holes Bay in winter.

After increasing records from 10 in 2021 to 44 in 2023, Snipe have been upgraded from a bird

where the number of records noted, to one where the maxima are recorded. This is largely due to
greater focus on the South West, and getting to know their haunts and habits. Birds seem ever or
often present in the winter, and in the second winter period the numbers were particularly strong,
even allowing for this extra focus, with 50+ recorded for the first time, followed by a recent record

count of 70.

The area of
followed by the Boardwalk in The North West, and the corner of Pergins Island in the North East.
There was 1 record on 18" January 2024 in 13 Acre Field.
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Last Spring record 28" March 2024, 11 days earlier than in 2023. First winter record 14
September 2023, nearly a month earlier than in 2024. The latter bird was in the Boat Graveyard in
Holes Bay South West, where a fisherman told the observer that he recalled shooting Snipe in the
east of The Bay before the land was reclaimed for the Holes Bay road.

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
27 30 7 1 12 14 70
(7th) (12th) (6th) m* (21st) (16th) (27th)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by*

2 0 2 Yéady Maxima
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
41 24 Not 24 70
known

Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos)

Mainly a spring or autumn migrant in Poole Harbour (and more rarely a winter visitor);
usually seen around the edge of Holes Bay, often frequenting the railway embankment or
the shore along the Holes Bay cycleway.

|
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Common Sandpiper

éﬁ;gégad
2 records in the first winter period, on the 8" and 24" of January 2024.
7 Spring passage records of 1 or 2 birds between 10" April and 7" of May 2024.

44 autumn records between 9™ July and 315t October 2024, with 6 on 6™ September 2024 the
highest count. This represented a substantial increase on the 24 autumn records, although greater
focus on the PC World Drain (bringing 19 records) accounting for much of this increase. There
was a gap between the penultimate record on 14" October and the last record on Halloween.

Birds on the Railway Embankment are often flushed by passing trains, where they can be easily
identified from within the train by their distinctive flight. There were 7 records obtained this way this
year.

Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus)

A scarce passage migrant or winter visitor, usually of single birds. Sometimes frequents
the channels in Holes Bay NE.

A very good year with 11 records, an increase on 3 records from 2023.

7 of these records were from the wet areas of Upton Park Farm, viewed from the car park at Upton
Farm. In total there were 10 records in the first winter period, with 1 from the North West, and 2
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from the PC World Drain, and 1 record from the second winter period, in the South West on 4
December 2024.

Redshank (Tringa totanus)

Presenti n Hol es Bay for most of the year, and may
one of the signature sounds of wetland habitats. Passage or wintering flocks can number
more than 200.

Recorded in all months of the year exceptMay. Thi s year 6s high count of
ofthedecade. The WeBS figures from the 199006s s hwtw a
the maxima over half that recorded 30 years ago.

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
268 222* 148 66 12 181 287 405 275 93 255
(17th) ( 1 8th) (2 4th) (3rd) (2 4th) (3 1st) ( 15th) (zoth) (27th) (2 4th) (2 2nd)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by*

WeBS maxi ma 199006s:
90-91 | 91-92 | 92-93 | 93-94 | 94-95 | 95-96 | 96-97 | 97-98 | 98-99 | 99-00
Redshank HB max | 373 836 1120 637 772 733 722 509 681 313

2 0 2 Wéady Maxima
2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
354 306 323 292 405

On 11™ and 25" July 2024, a colour-ringed Redshank was seen in Holes Bay NW from the
O0Wader s For Re htlipsd/www.qova.orcaukiwadersforreal/. This bird was ringed as an
adult in 2022 in the Lower Avon Valley, and has been seen in Holes Bay every year since then.
This is the fourth year running that a bird from this program has been recorded in Holes Bay.

Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus)

Once aregular winter visitor or passage migrant with one or two birds being regularly seen
along the Northern fringes of Holes Bay, this species has become much less frequent in
recent years. In the last couple of years, it has been recorded more frequently in the South-
West.

i ool

©Martin A

ool

Spotted Redshank dams

16 records, down on 29 records in 2023, 24 in 2022, after a significant increase on the 8 records in
2021 and 2 records in 2020.
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https://www.gwct.org.uk/wadersforreal/

2 records in January, followed by 7 spring records between 23" February and 215t March 2024
(with 1 record of 2 birds on 12" March 2024).

2 records in September, followed by 5 winter records from 12" November 2024 onwards.
Greenshank (Tringa nebularia)

An uncommon but annual passage migrant or winter visitor to Holes Bay. As with Spotted
Redshank, this is a bird that has become less common in recent years.

In contrast to the other uncommon shank, there were 26 records in 2024, the best of the decade
after 12 records in 2023, 16 in 2023, 10 in 2021, and 11 in 2020.

4 records up to 20" February 2024, then 1 on 22" April 2024.

18 records between 12" September and 7" November 2024, including 3 records of 2 birds, then 1
record on 28" December 2024.

Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla)

A rare visitor to Holes Bay, though breed in small numbers it is common on passage along
the Dorset Coast.

Only record of one as prey to the Peregrine at Asda on the 21st October 2024.
Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus)

Present all year in Holes Bay, flying over and on the fields of Upton Country Park. Breeds
elsewhere in Poole Harbour and the strikingly patterned juveniles may attract attention in
late summer. Large flocks may be seen flying to and from Holes Bay.

Blck-headed Gull (juvenile) ©Martin Adams Black-headed Gull ©Martin Adams
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Seen in all months of the year with high counts in the winter months, a winter count of 2,627 was
made on the 23rd February 2024. An Autumn roost count of over 1000 was made on the 8th

October 2024 and a high count of 2,300 seen the next day 9th October 2024. |
The first juveniles were recorded on the 1st July 2024.

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
1689 | 2627 256* c45 70+ 100+ | 300+ 495* 468* | 2300+ | 2210 253
(2 8th) (23rd) (2 4th) (2 nd) (20th) (3rd) ( 1 7th) ( 4th) (2 gth) (gth) (2 8th) (2 2 nd)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *

Little Gull (Hydrocoloeus minutus)

A very scarce visitor.

Little Gull ©Nick Woods

A one day only sighting, a single bird on 24th November 2024 in Holes Bay N/E in adult non
breeding plumage.

Mediterranean Gull (Ichthyaetus melanocephalus)

The distinctive calls of overflying birds of this species are a feature of early spring and
birds may also be seen in Holes Bay or on the fields of Upton Park Farm.

Recorded in January-April, June-July and November-December with most records received

between February and April, with the highest counts on 10th February 2024 with 15 and an

outstanding160 on the 3™ April 2024. The first juvenile noted was on the 1st July 2024.

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
3 15 5 160 i 2 2 i i i 1* 2
(10th) | (10th) | (10th) | (3") (28th) | (1st) (24th) | (28th)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *
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Common Gull (Larus canus)

Recorded in spring, winter, and autumn, usually in Holes Bay.

Good numbers seen during autumn and winter lingering into April 2024, the last spring record was
of a single bird on the 8th April, 2024 . First returning autumn birds were recorded on the 23rd July
2024. The largest count was of 40 on the 7th October 2024.

Monthly maximum counts:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

10 20 5* 1 3 14~ 7 40 20 18

(29th) | (6th) | (24th) | (8th) (23rd) | (4th) | (29th) | (7th) | (28th) | (15th)
Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *

Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus)
This large and intimidating gull is usually present in low numbers in Holes Bay.

Seen in all months of the year usually in small numbers, however an exceptional count of 31 was
made on the 26th November 2024 in South East Holes Bay.

Monthly maximum counts:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

8 6 10 2 1 1 2 5 7* 2 31 7
(25th) | (13th) | 24" | (2™ | @0™ | (3rd) | (23 | @n) | 29" | (8" | (26%) | (12t

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus)

Common resident and winter visitor.

Herring GuII chicks ©NickWo
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Almost always present in Holes Bay. Usually breeds on buildings in Poole town and on industrial
buildings to the west of Upton Country Park, Several were seen carrying nest materials on 23rd
April 2024. A record of an occupied nest with 2 adults and two separate broods of two and three
young were recorded on the roof of an industrial unit in Factory Road, Upton on 10th June 2024.
With 27 birds including 4 young on the 11th June 2024.

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

489 | 123 | 207* | 50 5 63 27 | 330% | 144* | 351* | 25 67
(28") | (18th) | (24th) | (9") | (9") | (3) | (A1%) | (4") | (29") | @7") | (4") | (20)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *

Yellow-legged Gull (Larus michahellis)

Once aregular visitor to Holes Bay in small numbers, this species is now only seen
occasionally.

Two late winter records of one seen on 21st January 2024 and 26th February 2024. Only three
further sightings with one on 16" August, one on 20th September 2024 and two on 7th October
2024.

Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus)

Regularly present in small numbers in Holes Bay.

Lesser Black-backed Gull ©Martin Adams Lesser Black-backed Gull ©Nick Woods

Seen in all months of the year, maximum count this year of 16 on 28th January 2024 of birds
roosting on mudflats late afternoon and flying in up to sunset. On 25th June 2024 two adult and
two well grown young on roof on Factory Road Industrial Estate.

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

16 8 9* 8 4 6 3 12% | 4+ 5 2 6*
8" | (6™) | (24th) | (8™ | (20" | (3 | (239 | @ath) | (29th) | (2™ | @™ |(22nd)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *
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Sandwich Tern (Thalasseus sandvicensis)

Breeding locally on Brownsea Island and an occasional visitor to Holes Bay particularly
during passage time.

Sandwich Tern ©Nick Woods

Recorded first in Holes Bay South a single on 23rd and 25th February, and 1st March 2024. Two
were seen on 25th March 2024, four on 30th March 2024, three on 31st March 2024 and on 3rd
April 2024 two on 26th April 2024, with singles in late April through to July 2024.

Only sightings after this in the Autumn on 18th and 29th September 2024. Several sighting of two
in the first half of October 2024, last sighting was a single bird 13th October 2024.

Common Tern (Sterna hirundo)

Like the Sandwich Tern, this summer migrant breeds on Brownsea Island but relatively few
visit Holes Bay and then usually only 1 or 2 birds at a time.

Common Tern ©Martin Adams

Only eight daily sighting were made during the summer of 2024, all single birds. First recorded on
10th June 2024 and last on 25th July 2024.
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Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea)
Rare migrant.

An old record of 2 Arctic Terns on 27th April 1991 [Dorset Bird Report] was unearthed just before
publication of this report.

Forster® Tern (Sterna forsteri)

A rare North American visitor seen in Poole Harbour in 2023 and in Spring 2024
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Tern EPeter Corbin

Recorded in Holes Bay on seven days from 6th April 2024 to 2nd May 2024. It returned to Holes
Bay in the Autumn and seen on 20th September 2024 and then on 1st, 2nd and 3rd October 2024.

This bird has been found to spend the winter in Brittany, France and during July 2024 was seen in
County Louth, Ireland.

Arctic Skua (Stercorarius parasiticus)

Regarded as a locally common passage migrant in Dorset, this species is usually recorded
over the sea with few records as far o6inlandd a
Bay in 2024.

A dark morph individual seen in Holes Bay South West on 28" November 2024 is the first record
of this species, or of any Skua species, in Holes Bay. The same bird was around Baiter and Poole
Quay the day before and the day after, following a period of stormy weather.

Razorbill (Alca torda)

A coastal species rarely found in the inner harbour. As far as is known, not previously
recorded in Holes Bay.

Not recorded in 2024.
Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata)
A very scarce winter visitor to Holes Bay.

Not recorded in 2024.

Black-throated Diver (Gavia arctica)

Regarded as an uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant in Dorset; typically seen on
the coast. The record below is the first known record for Holes Bay.
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Black-roated Div ©Rene Goad

A single bird was seen in Holes Bay south on 4"-12% 14™ and 24"-26™ January 2024 and again
on 4"-6™" & 10" December 2024 (the last record being a bird which flew over Brownsea Island
towards Holes Bay).

Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer)

A very scarce winter visitor to Holes Bay, not recorded in every year and then usually
single birds.

Single birds in the south part of Holes Bay on the following dates: 2" & 12" January 2024 and 28-
29" November 2024.

Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis)

On the coast this species is regarded in Dorset as a locally common breeding resident and
passage migrant. However, it is very unusual away from the coast and is not thought to
have been previously noted around Holes Bay.

One was seen heading north over central harbour, over Poole Quay and out towards Holes Bay /
Lytchett Bay on 9th June 2024.

Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis)

Breeding along the cliffs of Dorset, this species, unlike the Cormorant, is rarely seen in the
inner parts of Poole Harbour.

Shag ©Martin Adams

Single birds seen in the south part of Holes Bay on 11 dates in January-April and November-
December 2024.
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Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo)

Often present in small numbers in Holes Bay, much larger flocks are occasionally
recorded.

Fter Corbo

A\ ProroaRAPHY

Cormorant ©Peter Corbin

Present in Holes Bay throughout the year, usually with 20 or less birds being recorded but with the
following large counts (50 or more birds): 370 on 19" October 2024 (with the site given as Poole
S70091), 320 on 7" November 2024, 108 on 15t & 58 on 27" December 2024 The large counts
usually referring to flocks of birds.

Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia)

An occasional visitor to Holes Bay though now regularly seen in some numbers in Poole
Harbour as a whole.

I noonbill ©Nick Woods
In the first winter period: 1-2 birds present in Holes Bay on 8" & 10" January and 6" February
2024 and then individuals or a small flock present on 8 dates from 18" October to 9" December

2024, maximum count 16 on 28" November 2024.

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis)

Once arare passage migrant, the Cattle Egret is now regularly recorded at sites across
Dorset and has bred in the county.

A single bird seen flying over Turlin Moor on 9" April 2024 was thought to have been roosting on
Pergins Island and in October there were five records of birds flying to or from an over-night roost
there: 25 on 1%, 10 on 2", 27 on 3™ and 7 on 4™ October 2024 with 24 seen over Lytchett Bay and
believed to have been from Holes Bay on 5" October 2024. Singles seen with Little Egrets in the
field between the car park and farm at Upton Country Park on 14" October 2024, 12" November
2024 and 1t & 5" December 2024.
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Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea)

Usually present in Holes Bay, with birds sometimes seen roosting at high tide along the
railway line; sometimes visits Grove pond in Upton Country Park.

Grey Heron ©N|ck Wodd S

Recorded (usually in single figures) in all months of the year in Holes Bay with a maximum count
of 15 on 27" October 2024. Birds were seen roosting on the railway embankment at high tides on
several dates and in the trees on Pergins Island on at least one occasion.

Great White Egret (Ardea alba)

Rarely recorded in Holes Bay, though with increasing numbers being reported in Dorset (as
a passage migrant and winter visitor) perhaps likely to become more frequent.

Not recorded in 2024.
Little Egret (Egretta garzetta)

Usually present in Holes Bay, sometimes with large high tide roosts along the railway line
or in the trees along the shore of Upton Country Park.

Little Egret ©Martin Adams
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Recorded in all months of the year often in Holes Bay and/or feeding on the fields of Upton Park
Farm, with occasional birds on the Grove pond in Upton Country Park. Larger counts sometimes
refer to birds at the Pergins Island roost or on the railway embankment at high tide

Monthly maximum counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
12 9* 6* 3 4 61 68 114 61 39* 22 |22
(gth) (1 8th) (2 4th) (2 lst) ( 11t ( 4th) (22nd) (2 1st) (19th) (27th) (19th) (18th)
&
30th)

Combined Holes Bay counts by WeBS counters shown by *

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus)

Regularly seen in Holes Bay on migration, with sightings having increased in recent years.
In the autumn, one or more birds may be present for several weeks. A project to
reintroduce the Osprey to Poole Harbour is currently being run by the Birds of Poole
Harbour.

Osprey ©Andy Collyer

After no Spring records in 2022 or 2023, there were a far greater range of records this year, with 3
records in March, and 1 each in April, May and June, the latter of a bird attempting to fish in the
Bay.

In contrast, the autumn was slightly less productive with 10 records between 315t July and 25%
September 2024, including 1 record of 2 birds on 215t August 2024. There were 17 autumn
records in both 2022 and 2023.

Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus)

Regularly seen flying over Upton Country Park and around Holes Bayi probably breeds
locally.

Recorded in every month of the year, and throughout the recording area, with a record of birds
carrying prey to Pergins Island on 23" May and 13™ June 2024 strongly suggesting breeding
occurred there.

Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus)

Occasional visitor to Holes Bay, birds flying over the saltmarsh or reed beds usually
causing havoc amongst the waders and wildfowl.

1 record, on 15t January 2024.
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Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus)

Very rarely recorded in Holes Bay, though at least one previous record: one near Upton
Country Park in 1983.

Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024.

Red Kite (Milvus milvus)

Increasing numbers seen in south-east Dorset, especially in spring of 2020, several records
for Holes Bay, Upton Country Park and nearby areas.

11 records between 18" February and 19" May 2024, including 4 on 7" May 2024, the same
number of Spring records as in 2023, although there were no autumn records compared to 3 the
previous year.

White-tailed Eagle (Haliaetus albicilla)

Birds from the Isle of Wight re-introduction scheme are becoming an increasingly common
and popular sight in Poole Harbour.

‘3?/ @
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White-tailed Eagle ©Rene Goad

11 records, including 5 records of 2 birds, a big increase on the 3 records in 2024. A lot of the
records were inferred records of birds seen flying towards and away from the Bay, with 1 record of
a single Eagle | andi féprikd24.Per gi ndéds | sl and on 1

The records of 2 birds were presumed to be the regular adult Poole Harbour pair, but there was
also one record of a sub-adult bird on 2" April 2024, so at least 3 Eagles visited the Bay.

Buzzard (Buteo buteo)

The most frequently seen bird of prey in the recording area, and has bred in Upton Country
Park. Once scarce it spread rapidly in south-east Dorset in the 1980s and 1990s.
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Ever present 1 recorded in every month of the year around Upton CP, Holes Bay, 13 Acre Field,
Upton Park Farm and the PC World Drain. 4 on the 9" May 2024 was the best count, and the first
juvenile recorded on 27" June 2024, although there were no confirmed breeding records.

Barn Owl (Tyto alba)
Occasionally recorded at Upton Country Park, though rarely in recent years.

One record of a single bird apparently hunting over the SANG fields at Upton Country Park just
after sunset on 215t July 2024.

Tawny Owl (Strix aluco)
Usually reported from woodland areas notably in Upton Country Park where it has bred.

One or two birds (both male and female) on 8 dates in January-February, April, August, October
and November 2024. Most records refer to birds heard calling and all from Upton Country Park.
No confirmed records of breeding but probably under-recorded as few observers visit at night.

Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis)

A winter visitor to Holes Bay (when at least one bird is often present), with movement
through in autumn, the birds starting to appear in August. Often seen perched on posts (or
a shopping trolley) close to the Holes Bay cycleway and occasionally visits ponds in Upton
Country Park.

1]

kigfisher Réne Goad | o N Kingfier ©Rene Gdéd

Recorded on 105 dates from 15t January 2024 to 16" April 2024 and from 11™ July 2024 to 2th
December 2024: usually a single bird but occasionally 2 or 3, and on one occasion (11%
December 2024) 4 birds. Mainly recorded from around Holes Bay with one record from the duck
pond in Upton Country Park.

Monthly bird-days:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
23 7 5 1 - - 2 13 27 27 18 22

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobtes minor)

Regarded as a scarce and declining resident in Dorset; there is concern that this species,
once regularly reported from Upton Country Park, is now disappearing from the County.

A single bird was reported near the stone bench in Upton Country Park on 28" December 2024.
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Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos major)

Widespread and conspicuous in woodland areas and gardens, breeding at Upton Country
Park and probably other areas.

Great Spotted Woodpecker ©Nick Woods

One to two birds regularly recorded in all months of the year, usually at Upton Country Park with at
least two drumming birds recorded. Probably bred in recording area though there were no
confirmed breeding records.

Green Woodpecker (Picus viridis)

The distinctive 6yaffled call of this species i
from the fields behind the stone bench) and the bird probably breeds in the Park and
possibly in other areas. Locally there is some concern that numbers may be declining.

Singles reported on 40 dates in all months of the year except April, June and September (with 2
birdson19"February 2024) . Records were oft-aareffibel
Upton Country Park, and occasionally from around Upton House or the SANG car park towards

Upton itself.

Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus)

Seen occasionally hunting over Upton Country Park and along the Holes Bay Road.

-

Kestrel ©Andy Collyer
15 records in 2024, down after 26 records in 2023, 18 in 2022, and 13 in 2021.

Most records from birds hunting around the fringes of Holes Bay, mostly in the winter months.

Only 1 record in Upton Country Park, after 12 records in 2023, 11 in 2022 and none in 2021.
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Hobby (Falco subbuteo)

A summer migrant, the Hobby breedsin Dor set 6s heaths and forest:
occasionally seen in the recording area.

One seen from the Holes Bay path on 26th May 2024.

Peregrine (Falco peregrinus)

After several years of records in Holes Bay South on the Asda building, a pair successfully
bred on Barclaydéds House i n 20 2Thisadrdiedduato Avean | e d
Influenza after breeding in 2023.

Peregrine ©Martin Adams

An adult female was seen on Barclays House on 5™ January 2021, with an adult regularly seen on
Barclays and Asda from then on, presumably having chased off the juvenile that was still hanging
around at the end of 2023. A pair were seen on Asda 12" February 2024, and frequently after.
Subsequently, it became apparent that previous records of single birds had been of both a male

and female. On 3 March 2024 the male was seen chasing off a sub-adult bird, likely one of last
year 6s young, and ther e "warsh2624.dhe pair werd alsdasean! oper
attempting copulation on 3@ March, and on 4 subsequent occasions up until the 28" March 2024,

and the male was regularly seen provisioning the female with prey.

Although the pair were seen investigating the balcony on Barclays, they apparently showed no
interest in the nest box installed on the Asda building by the Dorset Raptor Study Group, and the
pair were not successful in breeding this year. This is not uncommon in pairs breeding for the first
time however, the previous pair were unsuccessful, and both birds remained on territory for the
rest of the year. There was at least one record of a colour-ringed female however, although the
resident female was subsequently back on her territory.

A pair of wings from a Kittiwake represented a new prey species for the area, taking the total to 26
species taken by the Poole peregrines.
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Jay (Garrulus glandarius)

A common breeding bird in Dorset with additional birds often arriving in autumn and
conspicuous in the woodland and parkland of Upton Country Park.

Recorded in small numbers in all months of the year, with a maximum count of 6 on 14" October,
probably reflecting an influx of wintering continental birds. No records of breeding.

Magpie (Pica pica)
A common bird, probably breeding around the recording area.

Widely recorded all months of the year, maximum count 10 on 2" September 2024. Recorded
nest building in the PC World Drain in February, and likely to have bred further in the recording
area.

Jackdaw (Coloeus monedula)

Often the most abundant member of the crow family, with flocks frequenting the fields of
Upton Park Farm. Probably breeds in trees and buildings in the recording area. Large
roosts regularly form on Pergins Island.

-

Jackdaw ©Nick Woods

Recorded in all months of the year and particularly notable for the large roosts that form on
Pergins Island. 2000+ were recorded October to December, but true numbers are hard to assess
with mobile flocks, often in poor light. Interestingly 500+ roosts were noted in April and 1000+ in
June, suggesting the possibility of large numbers of non-breeding birds.

Large pre-roosts form before sunset in the fields of Upton Park Farm and the surrounding trees.
The flock then departs to Pergins Island around sunset, where they spend the night, before
leaving before sunrise. The roosts seem to largely head back west, with some heading back north
west. In poor weather, more birds seem to head in the latter direction.

There are no known records of this roost before winter 2020/21 suggesting that it may be a new
phenomenon. A survey of Corvid roosts by Birds of Poole Harbour in 2007/08 did not record a
roost on Pergins Island, although it did record them flying over the Island upon leaving a roost on
Upton Heath.

Recorded carrying nest material in Grove Woods in March.
Rook (Corvus frugilegus)

Recorded much less often than the Jackdaw, with which it will feed, thought to have
previously bred on the Upton Estate.
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Rook ©ick Woos

Recorded in far greater numbers this year, with 219 on 14" December 2024 heading to roost. 20
was the highest figure in 2023; the difference is also certainly due to greater understanding of their
habits. Pre-roosts gather on the power lines around Grove Lake, and birds tend to fly to and from

Pergins Island over The Boardwalk.

Often found in Upton Park Farm in the day, usually in single figures.

Carrion Crow (Corvus corone)

A resident species probably breeding in the recording area.
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Carrion Crow ©Martin Adams

Usually present in Upton Country Park, and especially in the fields of Upton Park Farm, with birds
noted from the recording area in all months of the year. 22 were recorded in Upton Country Park
onthe3June 2024, but there wer e B@&ptdhPakFarmdn 24t o

December 2024.

There are also significant numbers recorded in Holes Bay SE, where birds move between the
Saltmarsh Triangle in the middle of Holes Bay South and the industrial estates to the East. 51 on
24" September 2024 is the highest count, although this population is probably under-recorded.

Carrion Crows also join the Corvid roost on Pergins Island, tending to come from the south-east.
They often form a pre-roost on the saltmarsh in Holes Bay NE, with 150 recorded here on 12

June 2024.
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Raven (Corvus corax)

In recent years the Raven has been recorded regularly in the area and is believed to have
bred on Pergins |Island, reflecting the birdos i
call is often heard over Upton Country Park.

Recorded in every month of the year except May (having only been recorded in 9 months last
year) The favourite areas are Pergins Island and along the railway line to the West of it, and the
far South of the Bay, especially the Power Station site. 2 recorded frequently during first part of the
year, suggesting a breeding pair. There was a record of another Raven being chased off on 4™
June 2024, and then 4 birds on Pergins on 10" June, suggesting a family party that probably bred
there.

There was a further record of at | east 5 birds
on 16" July 2024, and 10 in the same location on 8" August 2024.

Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus)

An irruptive winter visitor to Dorset but rarely noted in the Holes Bay area 1 with the most
recent historic record of 13 overhead in 2011.

At Upton Country Park 3 6possiblesdéd were report
reported nearby at the OFl|l eetsbridge public foo
unspecified part of Holes Bay on 17th February 2024. A small long-staying flock were often

reported in Upton village approximately 400 m north-west from the recording area and were

believed to regularly fly between there and Canford Heath. It is difficult to be precise about the

exact location of some of the records, but it is possible some refer to birds commuting between

these two locations.

Coal Tit (Periparus ater)
Frequent in woods and gardens and probably breeding widely in the recording area.

Recorded in all months of the year. Maximum recorded count was 5 at Upton Country Park on 14%
December 2024. At least one pair bred at Upton Country Park, with recently fledged young seen
near the SANG car park on 11" July 2024.

Marsh Tit (Poecile palustris)

An uncommon and declining breeding resident in Dorset, very rarely reported from the
recording area.

Blue Tit (Cyanistes caeruleus)

Widespread and common as a breeding bird.

Blue Tit with faecal sac ©Nick Woods
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Recorded in all months of the year. Maximum count was 20 on 17" October 2024 in Upton
Country Park. Breeding was confirmed at Upton Country Park, with a bird nesting in a cavity on
the south wall of Upton House, near the kiosk (bird seen carrying food or faecal sac on 23" May
and fledged young seen on 25" May 2024) and at the PC World drain (fledged young seen on 29"
May 2024).

Great Tit (Parus major)

Probably widespread and common as a breeding bird around the recording area.

Great Tit ©Andy Collyer

Recorded in all months of the year with a maximum count of 17 on 19" February 2024 (combined
count for all areas of Upton Country Park). Probably bred in Upton Country Park (bird entering
nest hole in tree in the Grove on 6" March 2024) and breeding confirmed at the PC World drain
(fledged young seen on 29" May 2024).

Bearded Tit (Panurus biarmicus)

A very scarce autumn or winter visitor to the more extensive reedbeds 1 often only one or
two birds and not recorded in every year.

A single report of 2 birds seen in south-west Holes Bay on 8" November 2024.
Skylark (Alauda arvensis)
Rarely reported from the recording area though a possible migrant.

Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024.

Sand Martin (Riparia riparia)

The scarcest of the three hirundines (Swallows and Martins) which are regular summer
visitors, though a few are usually seen over Holes Bay on migration.

Recorded on six dates: 12 on 2" May 2024, 1 on 22" July 2024, 1 on 5", 2 on 15" & 1 on 23"
August 2024 and 3 on 12" September 2024.

Swallow (Hirundo rustica)

A few pairs often breed on buildings at Upton Country Park with flocks seen feeding over
Holes Bay and the fields of Upton Park Farm.
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Swallow ©Nick Woods 7 Swallow ©Martin Adams

Regularly recorded from 4" April to 17" October 2024. Usually in small numbers (20 or fewer

birds), though the larger counts were made in the autumn: 20 on 15" & 23 on 19" August 2024

and 20+ on 11", 40+ on 19" & 46 on 20™ September 2024. Breeding was confirmed at Upton

Country Park (bird carrying food or faecal sac on 8" June 2024) and it is believed birds bred in

one or more of the 6ice housesd in the walled g
previously-used sites.

House Martin (Delichon urbicum)

Regular on migration with flocks often assembling in autumn, sometimes resting on
prominent buildings such as Upton House.

Recorded on 30 dates from 2" May to 3" October 2024. Eighteen records of ten or more birds
including: 25 on 8™, 40 on 215t ¢ 35 on 26™, 60 on 29" & 40+ on 315t August 2024, 50 on 12™, 50+
on 15", 25+ on 19" & 36 on 20™ September and 50 on 3 October 2024. The larger counts often
from the fields at Upton Country Park, with the largest count, a minimum of 50 hawking insects for
an hour, at the PC World drain on 3" October 2024,

Cetti 6s (Cetiacktl)er

The sudden, indighant song of this inconspicuous resident warbler has been heard
regularly along the shoreline since 2017 when a pair is first thought to have bred at Upton
Country Park.

Recorded on 31 dates in March-June and September-December 2024, mostly from the north-west
of Holes Bay/Upton Country Park, at least 8 records of singing birds and a bird was seen with
nesting material near the boardwalk in Upton Country Park 18™ April 2024. Only two records were
noted as being at the PC World drain, though other records attributed to Holes Bay may also have
been from this area. Although successful breeding was not confirmed, it seems likely that birds
were holding territory along the shoreline in Upton Country Park, after only a limited presence
there in 2022 and 2023.

Long-tailed Tit (Aegithalos caudatus)

Probably a widespread breeding bird, the noisy flocks formed in the winter and roving
around woodlands and gardens are more conspicuous.
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Long-tailed Tit ©Peter Corbin

Recorded (usually 1-10 birds) in all months except June, with larger counts including 15+ on 1%t
July 2024, 20 on 17" October 2024 and 13 on 25™ & 14 on 28™ November 2024. Fledged young
were seen at the PC World drain on 291" May 2024 suggesting at least one pair bred.

Yellow-browed Warbler (Phylloscopus inornatus)
A very scarce visitor with a few records from wet scrubby areas around Holes Bay.

Not recorded in Holes Bay during 2024.

Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus)

Once thought to be a regularly breeding bird at Upton Country Park, the Willow Warbler has
declined as a breeding bird and is now usually seen on spring or autumn migration,
although the attractive song can sometimes be heard in spring and occasionally in autumn.

Willow Warbler ©Nick Woods
One to ten birds recorded on 36 dates from 23 March2024 to 14" September 2024, with birds
recorded in all months from March to September inclusive. Most (23) of records were of single
birds, though the maximum number was approximately 10 birds at the PC World drain on 29%
August 2024. There were twelve records of 3 or more birds, of which at least eleven were at the
PC World drain. All the records at this location were in two periods: 23" March-28" April 2024 and
11™ July-14™ September 2024, suggesting these were migrants. In contrast of the 8 records of
singing birds only three were at the PC World drain (on 23" & 25" March and 4" April 2024), the
other five, between 13" May and 18™ June 2024, being of a bird singing at Upton Country Park in
the area between the SANG car park, the stream and the Ropers Lane footpath, suggesting a bird
held territory there, though there were no evidence of successful breeding.
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Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita)

In recent years, far commoner than the similar Willow Warbler; can be difficult to see but
the simptbhbabtbhi §6ng can be heard from woodl and
migrant and found as a winter visitor.

Chiffchaff ©Nick Woods

Recorded in all months of the year. Wintering records were mainly from the PC World Drain, with
occasional records from other areas. In the first winter period (January-February), the maximum

was 20+ on 215 January 2024 and the maximum in the second winter period (November-

December) was 15 on 16" December 2024, both at the PC World drain. These numbers were

greatly exceeded by presumed migrants with a spring maximum of 15 on 16™ March 2024 and an
autumn maximum of at least 80on 1Oct ober 2024 w@&clmamverow25t"h t he
September 2024 to 17" October 2024 there were 15 counts of 20 or more birds made; an

impressive total for a site not visited every day and where full counts are difficult to make.

Singing birds widely recorded especially at Upton Country Park and at the PC World Drain, with
birds also present on the power station site. Twelve birds, mainly singing birds were recorded at
Upton Country Park on 2™ April 2024 and the bird probably bred widely in the area though there
were no reports of confirmed breeding.

Siberian Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita tristis)

The Siberian Chiffchaff is usually regarded as a different subspecies to the bird commonly
found in Britain; difficult to distinguish on plumage it has a distinctive call and is regarded
as a scarce autumn migrant and increasing winter visitor in Dorset.

Singles reported at Upton Country Park on 27" January 2024 and the PC World drain on 16"
December 2024.

Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus)

Usually reported as a migrant passing through, though sometimes singing in one place for
a few days 1 much less frequent than the Reed Warbler.
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' Sedge Warbler ©Nick Wods

Recorded on 4 dates in spring, including 3 on 27", 2 on 28™ & 1 on 29™ April 2024 (most of these
birds being at the PC World drain) with a singing bird in the hedgerow between lamb leas field and
half-moon field in Upton Country Park on 9" May 2024. In the autumn a single bird on the Grove
pond in Upton Country Park on 315t July 2024 and singles on 10 dates at the PC World drain
between 215t August and 16" September 2024.

Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus)

The song of this summer migrant is regularly heard from reed beds around the Bay and in
wet habitats such as the Grove pond and duck pond at Upton Country Park.
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| Reed Warbler ©I\/iartin Adams

Regularly recorded in low numbers (maximum 11 on 23" May 2024) from 14™ April 2024 to 19"
September 2024. Singing birds were widely reported from around Holes Bay and on the duck
pond and the Grove pond in Upton Country Park and several pairs probably bred, though breeding
was not confirmed. Probable migrants also recorded at various sites, including the PC World drain.

Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla)

Mainly a summer migrant, with a few birds sometimes being found in winter, the clear,
tuneful song is widely heard from woodland and scrub.

Two records from the first winter period: 1 female at Holes Bay on 10" January 2024 and 2 at the
PC World drain on 28™ February 2024. Then regularly recorded from 9™ March 2024 to 14"
October 2024. Early spring and autumn records often from the PC World drain, including maxima
of 9 there on 12" April 2024 and 20 on 9" October 2024; these probably being mainly migrants.
Singing birds widespread in woodland and scrub areas especially at Upton Country Park and the
PC World Drain, with breeding confirmed at both locations, with an occupied nest at the former on
23" May 2024 and recently fledged young at the latter on 3™ July 2024. A count of 8 birds at

Upton Country Park on 91" May 2024 probably represents resident birds.
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Lesser Whitethroat (Sylvia curruca)

Rarely reported passage migrant in recording area; less frequently seen than the
Whitethroat.

A singing bird was present in the planted scrub along the Holes Bay Road on 215t & 26™ April 2024
and singles were present at the PC World drain on 28" April 2024 and 27" August 2024.

Garden Warbler (Sylvia borin)

Much scarcer than the similar sounding Blackcap, the Garden Warbler may occur
occasionally on passage but tends not to breed in the recording area.

Recorded on 8 dates at the PC Word drain: 3 on 16™ and 1 on 28™ April 2004, 1 on 29" & 2 on
30" August 2024 and singles on 4,5 61 & 8" September 2024.

Whitethroat (Sylvia communis)

Much more frequent than the Lesser Whitethroat on passage recorded most years, with
birds sometimes singing and possibly breeding.

Whitethroat ©Nick Woods

Presumed migrants included 20 on 27" & 28" April 2024 and 1 on 29th April 2024, all at the PC
World drain with another bird nearby in trees along the Broadstone Relief Road on 15t May 2024.
Singing birds were recorded in Upton Country Park on 9™ & 11" May, the former in the hedge
between lambs leas and half-moon fields where a pair bred in 2023, although there were no
further indications of breeding.

Firecrest (Regulus ignicapilla)

Previously a scarce winter visitor to areas such as Upton Country Park, the Fircrest has
greatly increased as a breeding bird in recent years, with singing birds heard in a number
of locations. Wintering birds are widely found in woodland and garden areas with good
cover.

Small numbers (usually one to two birds) recorded on 49 dates in January-June and August-

December 2024, with a maximum of 3 on 13" & 19" October 2024. Monthly bird-days (given

below), were similar to those in 2023, though with a marked peak in October 2024. At Upton

Country Park singing birds were recorded on at least three occasions at each of the following

locations: near the north-west corner of the walled garden, around the winter garden/bird hide and
near the All enbds Lane eldingteaitoreegand psobaplygeeeding, thgughb i r d
this was not confirmed. Wintering birds recorded at various locations including Upton Country Park

and at the PC World channel.
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