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Editorial
‘Nature’s Recovery in Dorset’

DBC/BTO Conference: 16th November, Queen Elizabeth’s School, Wimborne

I am delighted to announce that we have completed plans for this event. This
is an exciting time for wildlife in Dorset – we have breeding Ospreys, almost-
resident White-tailed Eagles, Beavers living wild, a recently created National
Nature Reserve which is the largest lowland heathland NNR in the country,
and some other major rewilding projects in place and planned for the future.
Our past conferences have always proved popular and provide a great
opportunity to mingle with like-minded people and exchange ideas. Full
details of the Conference including the programme of presentations and other
activities plus booking arrangements are available on the back page of this
Newsletter. Your support will be very much appreciated.

Shaping the Future of Dorset Bird Club

The discussions we had last year with other bird- and nature-related
organisations, and with a working group earlier this year, have given us a clear
way forward for the future. Although we face many challenges - our
membership and Committee members are ageing, we don’t attract enough
younger people or women into the Club and we are �inding it dif�icult to �ill key
leadership roles – now is a time of great opportunity, with more people
interested in birds, birdwatching and conservation than ever before.

We know there are many young, enthusiastic birdwatchers in the county,
many of them employed in conservation, often female, and the ever-growing
numbers who follow our social media show the level of interest. For example
6,190 followers on X (formerly Twitter) and 4,700 members of our Facebook
group - but fewer than 450 Club members.

Our plans for the future are in six key areas:

• Expanding membership – focussing more on the north and west of
the county; local groups; marketing; making joining easier; welcoming
new members
• Supporting members – helping newcomers and ‘learners’; talks and
walks; more participation; using the November 2024 conference as a
springboard
• Attracting volunteers – personal approaches; emphasis on
organisational skills not birding expertise; link with colleges and
university; giving time to volunteers
• Appealing to different groups of people - promoting fun, sociable
image; linking with young birders groups; local buddying/car sharing
schemes; no tolerance of discriminatory behaviour
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• Promoting the brand - clear vision of how we want the Club to
develop; name and logo; talks; �lyers; monthly email
• Supporting conservation initiatives – November 2024 conference;
link with landowners interested in rewilding/nature-friendly farming;
share data; help with surveys

We aim to do this over the next three years, but realise it’s a big challenge. Our
Committee is a small team and this year many of us are involved with planning
the conference, which will be a great place to launch our strategy. We’ve
learned that many people are willing to �ill part-time voluntary roles, such as
helping with the bird report, data collection and social media, but few have
time to take on key leadership roles. Our aim to strengthen our team of part-
time volunteers will be one of the �irst priorities so we’ll be making a big effort
to encourage new people to become volunteers next year.

We’d love to hear your comments on our strategy, which you can read on our
website: Shaping the Future: Steps to Success Please send comments to
admin@dorsetbirds.co.uk or to the Bird Club Bird News and Forum
dorsetbcbirdnews@googlegroups.com.

Volunteers Required!!

The Dorset Bird Club is dependent on the efforts of around 40 volunteers who
are additional to the current committee and trustees. If we are to continue
doing the things the Dorset Bird Club does well such as producing such an
excellent Bird Report, improve things that we don’t do so well and achieve the
aspirations of ‘Shaping the Future’ project, we need more volunteers. Perhaps
our most urgent need is a ‘Webmaster’. Our website holds a wealth of
interesting information but it could do with regular checks and overhauls.
When changes are needed these might be more smoothly achieved if we had
someone with more knowledge to turn to.

And in addition to these speci�ic roles, our existing volunteers will always
welcome help with looking after our social media, updating the daily blog,
various recording tasks and other day to day activities.

If you are able to help in any of these areas we would be delighted to hear from
you. It is your Club. Thanks to everyone for their ongoing support. Contact
George Green gp.green505@gmail.com.

New Look Newsletter - Articles Required

A big thanks to those who have contributed to this Newsletter. In order to
provide diverse and interesting Newsletters in the future, we require a
constant supply of articles. They can be short or long, serious or light-hearted
and on any subject you might like to write about. Topics could include ‘My
favourite bird’, ‘Local patch and garden birding’, ‘My best day’s birding in
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Dorset’, ‘My best birding moments’, ‘Finding rare birds in Dorset’, ‘Short
reports on �ield meetings’ and ‘Reviews of books on birds, wildlife and current
environmental issues’. We would particularly like to receive contributions
from members living in the west and north of the county. The deadline for the
next Newsletter is 31st October 2024. Please send contributions to George
Green gp.green505@gmail.com

Thanks to All

Finally, I would like to thank the Committee, Trustees and their support teams
for their time, enthusiasm and hard work. In addition particular thanks to all
those involved with the Shaping the Future Project.

George Green, Dorset Bird Club Chairman

An Interesting Wader Day Charles Richards
The month of June is usually a quiet one for waders in Dorset, and not the time
for seeing really high numbers. However, the 1st June 2023 was rather
different for me. I �irst called in at Ferrybridge, where it started to get
interesting. These days, Redshanks are often absent from Ferrybridge and The
Fleet in June, so seeing two there was a good start. Seeing at least 73
Sanderlings was really good, because it was the highest number I’d seen at
Ferrybridge for many years. Seeing at least 40 Ringed Plovers was also very
good for June. I only saw 10 Dunlins though. I next scanned the Fleet area at
Littlesea, but could only see four Sanderlings there.

My last venue was Herbury and Langton Herring, where most of the waders
were on this day. I saw 8 Redshanks at Herbury, so my total of 10 for
Ferrybridge and The Fleet was really good for June. All the small waders were
on the Chesil Beach side and frustratingly distant, as they so often are these
days. I’m sure that various rare and uncommon waders have stayed on the
Chesil side of the Fleet over the years, and were never seen by any
birdwatchers. On 1st June I saw about 450 small waders there, which I
identi�ied with my ‘scope’ as at least 250 Sanderlings, at least 100 Dunlins, and
at least 100 Ringed Plovers. My total of at least 327 Sanderlings in the
Ferrybridge/Fleet areas on this day was my best ever, and the total of 140
Ringed Plovers was also exceptional for June, and even 110 Dunlins was quite
good!

So, what caused this in�lux of waders to this part of Dorset on this particular
day in June? I expect it was weather related, as these things often are, but
whatever the reason, it certainly made my day a lot more interesting!
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The Birds of Thorncombe Wood Trevor Warrick
Introduction

In November 2021, I signed up to a ‘team-building exercise’ at Thorncombe
Wood doing some coppicing work in the southern arm of the Local Nature
Reserve. During my lunch break I did a little birding and turned up a Firecrest,
a Fieldfare and a �lock of 5 Red-legged Partridge. My boss suggested I should
send my records to the Ranger, who promptly signed me up to do the monthly
bird transect survey.

Having undertaken surveys throughout 2022, I suggested that it might be nice
to produce a report on the birds found on the reserve, bringing together both
the results from the transect surveys in 2022 and 2023 and records from other
sources, including historical records. The result is ‘The Birds of Thorncombe
Wood’ report, which is on the Dorset Bird Club website.

Identifying Bird Conservation Priorities

The Ranger, Claire Platten, was keen to have a report that was both attractive
to look at (i.e. which included lots of photos, maps, tables etc.) and which
highlighted the bird conservation priorities. As a result the format of the
report is based on the ‘traf�ic light’ system used in ‘Birds of Conservation
Concern’: �ifth edition (BoCC5), which was published in 2021. BoCC5 places
each species in red, amber or green categories, re�lecting their conservation
status, primarily on the basis of trends over the last �ive years.

The report sets out how each species uses the reserve (i.e. whether it is
breeding; wintering; breeding nearby; or just ‘passing through’, including on
migration). It also provides commentary on species which are important in a
European context, such as Nightjar, but which are not considered to be
particularly threatened in BoCC5.

Headline Findings

76 species have been recorded from Thorncombe Wood. Excluding the game
birds Pheasant and Red-legged Partridge, this comprised: 19 red-listed; 22
amber-listed and 33 green-listed species. 43 species showed at least some
signs of breeding behaviour including: 27 con�irmed breeders; 2 probable
breeders; and 14 possible breeders (based on the BTO breeding bird status
codes).

Breeding Birds

Historically, Thorncombe Wood has been visited by year listers and bird racers
to see Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, but with no records since 2009, it seems
that this red-listed species no longer occurs on the reserve. Of the �ive red-
listed species that still breed, Marsh Tit (at least 2 pairs), Mistle Thrush and
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Spotted Flycatcher occur within the woods, with Green�inch and Linnet on the
more open Black Heath area. In 2023, 4 pairs of Spotted Flycatchers were
found on the reserve, with another 2 pairs on the adjacent Duddle Heath,
making this an important site for this declining species.

In the summer months, the rangers organize evening surveys across the
south-western part of Puddletown Forest for Nightjars with maximum counts
of 21 in 2021, 14 in 2022 and 23 in 2023. The bulk of the population lies
outside the reserve, but usually there is at least 1 pair on Black Heath. Other
amber-listed breeders include Sparrowhawk, Tawny Owl, Willow Warbler,
Song Thrush and Bull�inch.

The reserve supports 19 green-listed ‘common’ woodland breeding species,
including Green Woodpecker, Nuthatch, Treecreeper and Blackcap. It also
supports species that have expanded their range in recent years, such as
Raven and Firecrest. Not all breeding birds were recorded on the transect
survey. In 2022, a female Mallard laid eggs at Rushy Pond and had them all
eaten by a Grass Snake soon after. This all took place between bird transect
survey visits, but was witnessed by the rangers. A pair of Mallard fared better
in 2023, when a female was seen with 10 young ducklings on a pond on the
adjacent Duddle Heath.
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Wintering Birds

A trawl through recent Dorset Bird Reports revealed a few records of red-
listed Lesser Redpolls in January / February in most years. A more concerted
effort in late 2023 strongly indicted a long-staying wintering population in the
area, with birds present from early November until the end of the year, with a
maximum count of 40 in late November 2023.

Other red-listed wintering species include Woodcock (recorded skating on ice
by a night-vision camera), Fieldfare and Haw�inch (just a single record in early
2018, during a major in�lux into Dorset that winter). Other wintering species
include Redwing, with a maximum count of 238 in early 2022, and Brambling,
with 1 or 2 in the Chaf�inch �lock most winters.

Species Breeding Nearby and Passing Through

Thorncombe Wood is surrounded by farmland, except to the east where it
abuts Puddletown Forest. These adjacent habitats support a wide range of
breeding birds including: the red-listed Cuckoo, House Martin and
Yellowhammer; the amber-listed Rook, Grey Wagtail and Meadow Pipit; and
the green-listed Swallow, Pied Wagtail and Siskin.

Other species have been recorded �lying over the reserve en route to other
habitats. These include Black-headed, Herring, Mediterranean, Common and
Great Black-backed Gulls, as well as Grey Heron and Cormorant. Migrants
recorded include Pied Flycatcher (in both spring and autumn) and Yellow
Wagtail, Meadow Pipit and Pied Wagtail, mostly in the �ields at Pine Lodge
Farm during the autumn.

Visiting ThorncombeWood

With the possibility of seeing Marsh
Tit, Spotted Flycatcher, Firecrest and
Nightjar during the summer months
and the possibility of seeing Marsh
Tit, Firecrest, Lesser Redpoll and
Brambling during the winter,
Thorncombe Wood is worth a visit at
any time of year.

The reserve has a car park, a visitor
centre with toilets and a café, as
explained in more detail online here
- Thorncombe Wood Local Nature Reserve - Dorset Council. The woods can get
busy at times, and generally Monday is the quietest day, as the café is closed.
It’s also the day I do my bird survey, so if you visit on a Monday and see
someone wandering about with binoculars and a blue clipboard, do stop and
say hello.
8 Dorset Bird Club
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What’s this Talk of a Climate and Ecological
Emergency About? Ian Alexander
I would hope that by now most members have at least heard the term ‘climate
and ecological emergency’ – both Dorset councils have declared one; but what
does it mean and what should we do about it?

The climate part of this pair is probably better known and understood. We are
changing the composition of our atmosphere at an unprecedented rate and
these changes are trapping more of the sun’s heat driving up average global
temperatures to the point where it is starting to change our weather patterns
and raising sea levels. To put this into some perspective much of our fossil
fuels are derived from carbon buried and ‘fossilised’ over more than 10 million
years of earth’s history around 100 million years ago. We are returning a lot of
that carbon to the atmosphere not over 10 million years but over a few
hundred years – hardly surprising that it is having a noticeable impact.

The ecological emergency doesn’t seem to get the same regular exposure in
the media but is also an existential threat to human civilization. Over the last
500 million years of earth’s history there have been �ive occasions when the
fossil record indicates that there have been mass extinctions – the loss of 75%
or more of the species present in the fossil record over a period of less than
three million years. These are truly catastrophic events and while new species
evolve in the aftermath that process takes millions of years and the species
dominant before the extinctions don’t dominate the aftermath and often don’t
even survive the transition.

So, are we in a sixth mass extinction? Bit dif�icult to say yet if we remember
that previous mass extinctions have happened over a few million years and
human induced extinctions have, at most, only been happening for around
40,000 years. However, if we calculate the rate at which species were
disappearing from the fossil record over the millions of years that previous
mass extinctions took then the rate of species extinctions happening today is
higher. Apples and pears comparing what we can deduce from the fossil record
with direct observations from today but it might give us pause for thought that
we are so rapidly diminishing the species pool. We haven’t lost anything like
75% of earth’s species compliment yet – but if this is to become the sixth mass
extinction we’re only at the very start of the process and, on present evidence,
it is proceeding at an unprecedented pace. Long before we get to a mass
extinction event loss of species will change very fundamentally how our
ecosystems function.

If that’s the problem what can we do about it? The good news is that many of
the actions we might undertake for one of those issues has bene�its for the
other. In many ways they are two sides of the same coin.
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Simple and intensively managed ecosystems tend to store less carbon. The
physically and chemically intensive nature of modern industrial agriculture
drives carbon out of soils. After burning fossil fuels that global loss of soil
carbon is a big contribution to more atmospheric carbon and so to climate
change. Usefully though we know that moving away from industrial
agriculture to organic and regenerative practices can rapidly increase the
carbon in agricultural soils. That carbon is the base of the soil food web,
feeding a range of micro-organisms which, in turn, feed the invertebrate food
chain that ends up feeding many of the birds. Increasing the carbon content of
soils increases its natural fertility, makes it more drought resistant, helps
combat climate change and boosts biodiversity; what’s not to like? Basically to
do that you need to use less manufactured chemicals, fertilisers and
pesticides, both of which disrupt the processes that store carbon in the soils.
The companies that make those chemicals don’t much like the sound of that
and expend a lot of blood and treasure trying to persuade us, the consumer,
that without their cocktail of chemicals we will all end up starving. Their other
big effort is to persuade the farming community that to be ‘proper’ farmers
their sacred duty is to produce ever more food a quest that can only ever be
realised by paying the manufacturers handsomely for more of their magic
potions.

Well-functioning natural ecosystems also have the potential to sequester and
store much carbon. The famous American ecologist E O Wilson suggested that
to give us a �ighting chance of staving off the sixth mass extinction we needed
to secure 50% of planet earth for High Nature Value ecosystems. Wilson’s
work was the inspiration behind the recent global treaty to secure 30% of
planet earth for nature by 2030 (the 30x30 target, a staging post on the way to
50%). The UK government has committed to 30x30. Indeed, although we start
from a rather poor position (somewhere between 4 and 8% depending on
whose �igures you believe) we were already out of the blocks. A report by the
British ecologist Sir John Lawton commissioned by the UK government and
published in 2010 – Making Space for Nature had already concluded that our
past practice of trying to save wild nature on a series of small discrete nature
reserves wasn’t working and indeed was never likely to work; we needed to be
much, much more ambitious. The initial UK government response to this
(Nature Improvement Areas) provided some of the funding that enabled us to
start reconnecting all the small nature reserves on the south shore of Poole
Harbour into one, almost, continuous nature reserve of over 3,000ha –
Purbeck Heaths National Nature Reserve. We know what we need to do and
we have started to develop the techniques to enable us to do it. So, what
happened next?

Brexit. It has been so much a part of our lives and for so long that many people
had lost sight of the insidious impact of the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) in driving the destruction of wild nature. CAP and our UK domestic
equivalents before our accession were an understandable policy response to



the food shortages that the continent suffered during and in the years
immediately after WWII. The problem was that those production subsidies
and the industrial agricultural culture that they encouraged persisted long
after their usefulness had objectively passed. The people who bene�ited from
the subsidies, or thought that they bene�ited from the subsidies, became very
adept at defending them. That process continues on mainland Europe as the
EU attempts a few more baby steps to try ‘green’ industrial agriculture.
Successive UK governments, Labour and Conservative, tried to negotiate
meaningful reform to the system but any gains were at best marginal. Post
Brexit the UK government is in the process (we will �inally be there by 2028)
of scrapping those subsidies, removing the perverse incentives that
encouraged farmers to destroy nature or, at best, allowed the continued
entrenchment of the system of industrial agriculture. Better still and at least
for the time being the money that used to fund those damaging subsidies is
being ring fenced and repurposed into payments for farmers who actually
conserve nature.

The farmers most likely to take advantage of the new funding are those on less
productive land. Without the historic subsidy system it is actually quite
dif�icult to make a pro�it from just producing food from these less productive
areas and the amount of food produced from them is also trivial in comparison
to our national food production.

If that’s where we are, what happens next; can we imagine a better
future?

Shifting baseline syndrome describes how we tend to accept the state the
system was in when we �irst experienced it (with successive generations
accepting each successive degradation as the new normal).

Our ecology / biodiversity in the UK is knackered; even in Purbeck / Poole
Harbour which is one of the better parts of England to be if you are a
naturalist. Successive State of Nature reports and Living Planet Indices tell us
that the situation is dire and it is still (despite some successes) getting worse
overall. If we, the people in Dorset Bird Club, accept that knackered state as an
OK baseline, even advocate for it, then we can probably kiss goodbye to the
idea of nature’s recovery. We must become ambitious for nature’s recovery.
For the next few years that probably has four elements.

We have to see nature recovering at a much greater scale – far more ambitious
than anything we have ever thought possible before. In some of the more
agriculturally productive parts of England they are not going to get anywhere
close to 30% High Nature Value so here, where much of the land is inherently
unproductive, we will need to go way beyond that �igure. No limits on the
geographic scale of our ambition. That does not imply a withdrawal of
agriculture. Farming and farmers can be a force for good. It is a particular style
of farming – industrial agriculture; farming with manufactured fertilisers and
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pesticides, which has come to dominate our countryside since WWII and that
has driven carbon from soils and decimated our biodiversity that needs to
stop.

At those sorts of scales we won’t be able to replicate the methods we used to
build most of Purbeck Heaths NNR with the usual conservation suspects
buying (or leasing) most of the land in the reserve; there isn’t enough money
in the pot to buy and, in any case, land at that scale isn’t for sale and almost
certainly won’t be. We need to draw the private sector into our endeavours
and convince them to join with us in delivery. For that to happen, at scale, we
need to make nature pay. How we do that is another article but we must seek
new alliances with the many farmers and landowners who are starting to
realise the futility of the treadmill industrial agriculture has put them on and
seek to �ind a better way for them to craft a living from our countryside.

At the scales I’m envisaging we won’t be able to scale up the techniques we
routinely used in the second half of the twentieth century to manage nature
reserves – they are just way too expensive to practice at scale. In this context
it is perhaps important to remember that habitat formation has been through
three broad phases since the end of the last ice age (roughly 12,000 years ago).
Initially humans were only a minor part of the ecology and the habitats (and
species they supported) were crafted through the interactions of soils, climate
and available species. Critical in that equation, because of the effect that they
have on vegetation communities, were the large herbivores (mammoth, elk,
auroch, tarpan, various deer) and the predators, including early humans,
which move these species around landscapes. Over the millennia humans
became an increasingly important component of this mix and were almost
certainly instrumental in the extinction of a number of these species both in a
UK context and globally. What probably evolved in this �irst period was a
kaleidoscope of woodland, wood pasture / savannah, grasslands, heathlands
and, in the valleys, wetland habitats. Around 6,000 years ago there is a
discontinuity in the pollen record and the amount of tree pollen declines. This
almost certainly marks the arrival of agriculture with domestic horses and
cattle taking the place of the now extinct tarpan and auroch. For the next 6,000
years people, their domestic animals and commercial management of the
countryside stood proxy for the ecological processes that had initially been
driven by the native mega fauna, much of which was by now extinct or at least
in serious decline.

Change happened, including the drainage of huge areas of wetland and
signi�icant improvements in agricultural technology but they happened at a
pace and scale that allowed some of the wildlife to adapt and survive. And then
we got to the twentieth century, manufactured fertilisers, pesticides, cheap
fossil fuels and the mechanical and chemical ability to utterly transform the
ecology of the countryside in an evolutionary blink of an eye. Much wildlife
hasn’t been able to adapt. By design or by accident it has been excluded from



our countryside and even on our nature reserves we have been forced to
develop a suite of techniques, ‘nature reserve management’, that mimics some
of the historic interventions of both now extinct wildlife and previous
commercial management practices that created the niches that much wildlife
needs to survive. There isn’t a golden era to go back to, our countryside is and
always has been in a constant state of evolution so we are not trying to
recreate a Victorian or even pre anthropogenic idealised version of what the
countryside once looked like. But the past can inform the future and in that
future we probably need to borrow from all three of those historic periods. We
will still need some nature reserve management, especially to support the
rarest species with very speci�ic requirements, we will need ecological
agriculture - agro-ecology, farming without the arti�icial fertilisers and
pesticides and we will also need to bring back some of the keystone species
that we removed from our countryside, sometimes centuries and more ago,
because without them we are really going to struggle to make the countryside
function at scale. Bringing back the beaver, the boar and the bison.

Finally, and as I’ve already indicated we are not going to be able to ‘hide’ these
activities away on nature reserves, unnoticed by a majority of the public who
never go there. This is going to be transformational conservation. We need to
advocate for that transformation, to explain why it is so urgently necessary
and to reach out to those parts of our communities presently disengaged from
the process of nature’s recovery or, in a few notable cases (an ex-Dorset MP
somehow springs to mind), actively opposed to it. Ultimately change at this
scale needs political support and that means public support. We absolutely
can have a countryside that produces high quality food, supports abundant,
diverse and thriving wildlife, delivers clean water, �lood protection, space for
recreation and spiritual renewal as well as providing rural employment and
business pro�it. But the change we need is big and big change is almost always
dif�icult. If we want it we must become better at advocating for it, we need to
be the change we want to see and that is a job for all of us.

An Ancient Report of a White-tailed Eagle
Jamie McMillan
Following on from the ‘Reminiscences of Birds from Dorset’s Past’ article in
the Dorset Birds Newsletter 101 (July 2021) which mentioned Dorset White-
tailed Eagle records in 1857-1880, I think I can beat this by a few years with a
record from the Roman occupation! Better still, this record could be the �irst
in our parish of Briantspuddle, though it might be claimed by Tolpuddle as the
archaeological site straddles the parish boundary.

Dorset Bird Club 13



Dorset Bird Club14

When the Puddletown by-pass was being built, a condition was to research the
archaeology before the works started. The results were published in a Wessex
Archaeology Report, and include animal bones, of which I reproduce the
complete list, which includes ‘eagle cf White-tailed’. Later on, the paper states
that this comes from a Romano-British deposit.

“Two of the three bird bones (in this deposit) were identi�iable. One is of a
domestic fowl: the other a white-tailed eagle (both probably female). Although
now absent from England this eagle was probably once relatively abundant.
The eagle held a special place in Roman society but this species is a scavenger
and might well be encountered near middens and would be interested in dead
lambs and afterbirth.” Sheila Hamilton-Dyer, Wessex Archaeology Report no
15, 1999. The report is online for further research.

I’ll leave this to the county recorder to decide whether to submit this record to
Bird Track. I think it is category B.

Introducing the “Wareham Arc” Samantha Dallimore
An ambitious landscape-scale nature-recovery project developing right on
your doorstep!

Covering over 4,000 hectares of farmland, heath, forest, and wetlands, the
project area stretches across North Purbeck and creates an arc around
Wareham – which is where the name comes from! This area of Dorset is
already fantastic for wildlife, but there are signi�icant opportunities to
enhance and connect existing nature-rich areas while improving the water
quality in rivers and sequestering
more carbon into soils. We are
involved in the most innovative of
DEFRA’s new agri-environment
schemes, Landscape Recovery, and
currently in a two-year
development stage. This initial
preparatory phase is enabling us to
plan a set of activities which could
be carried out over a 20+ year
implementation stage.

The partnership brings together
diverse land managers in the area
including farmers, estates, local
businesses, conservation



organisations and statutory bodies. Together, we can ensure this landscape
will support wildlife now and into the long-term future. Our Landscape
Recovery project won’t just be supporting wildlife, we also want to improve
accessibility to green spaces in the area, create more nature-based activities
for local people, increase public understanding of nature-friendly land
management and support the resilience of local businesses. The Wareham Arc
project is all about positively connecting nature, communities and local
businesses while restoring natural processes and biodiversity.

If we are successful, then the project will (i) reduce the use of arti�icial
fertilisers and pesticides in this landscape, (ii) create signi�icant areas of high
nature value habitat like heathland and wetland while managing and securing
the future for habitats that already exist, (iii) slow the �low in rivers feeding
into Poole Harbour, (iv) providing opportunities to remove both silt and
nutrients which will relieve the ecological pressure on the Harbour and (v)
increase biodiversity and abundance of rare and threatened species.

Over the course of the project, we
will be monitoring many different
species to help measure the success
of our work. We will be surveying
breeding birds (via Breeding Bird
Survey, BBS) and wetland birds (via
Wetland Bird Survey, WeBS counts).
Currently we are collecting data to
form our ecological baseline. If you
can volunteer some of your time to
take part in bird surveys for the
project, especially if you are
interested in doing WeBS counts this

coming autumn and winter along the River Piddle or River Frome, we’d love to
hear from you. Contact us at: wareham.arc@rspb.org.uk

It’s not just birds we’ll be monitoring though. If you like exploring new areas,
learning more about local wildlife and feeling part of a community who are
aiding nature's recovery, then why not join the Purbeck Natural History
Forum? We are working with this fantastic group of naturalists on various
citizen science projects to record habitats and species across the project area
and beyond. To �ind out more about this group and get involved visit:
purbecknaturalhistory.org.uk.

Want to �ind out more about Wareham Arc project and our plans for
restoration? The project team have launched a website - Wareham Arc
(arcgis.com).

Samantha Dallimore, Community Engagement Of�icer, Wareham Arc Landscape
Recovery
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Bird Highlights: January-June
NB: these records are largely taken from the Dorset Bird News sightings blog
on the Dorset Bird Club’s website. Records of national and county rarities will
need to be veri�ied by the British Birds Rarities Committee/Dorset Records
Panel.

Mega Rarity - Red-Footed Booby!

On 24th June an immature RED-FOOTED BOOBY landed on a diving boat in
Mupe/Worbarrow Bay where it stayed for about 50 minutes. It then �lew off
approximately ½ mile from the shore as they sailed towards Kimmeridge
heading towards Arish Mel Gap. Later it was revealed that earlier in the day it
had been photographed off the Pulpit Rock at Portland Bill. Obviously the 1st
record of this inhabitant of tropical waters for Dorset and only the 3rd for the
UK.

JANUARY

The main highlight of an uneventful month with regard to noteworthy birds
was a �lock of up to 8 WAXWINGS in the Upton/Poole area. After a single bird
was seen brie�ly at Lytchett Bay on 15th a very mobile �lock of up to 8 birds
frequently visited Dacombe Drive in Upton from 19th to the end of the month.
It seems likely that the same �lock was also seen at the Asda car park at
Canford Heath Estate from 21st. The only other ‘landbirds’ of interest were
CIRL BUNTINGS with 2 near the Bridging Camp at Wyke Regis on several
dates from 3rd to 28th and 1 at West Bexington on 16th.
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Otherwise very little to report, the most interesting sightings being a 2nd-
winter CASPIAN GULL off Sandsfoot Castle, Portland Harbour on 1st with a
RED-NECKED GREBE there on 12th, a GREEN-WINGED TEAL in the Avon
Valley at Bournemouth on 6th & 7th, a probable CORY’S SHEARWATER in
West Bay on 9th and a wintering SANDWICH TERN in Poole Harbour on 12th.

FEBRUARY

WAXWINGS continued to
feature throughout the
month. A �lock of up to 8 birds
continued to frequent the
Dacombe Drive in Upton and
Canford Heath/Nuf�ield
Estates (favouring Asda car
park) areas up to 16th and
again on 27th. Elsewhere a
�lock of 7 to 8 birds in Corfe
Mullen on 19th, 20th, 23rd &
24th may have involved the
same individuals. In the far
west of the county a �lock of 6
at Lyme Regis golf course on 19th, 20th & 23rd involved different birds.

Other noteworthy ‘landbirds’ were a LITTLE BUNTING at West Morden on
3rd and a YELLOW-BROWEDWARBLER at Louds Mill, Dorchester from 25th
to the end of the month. CIRL BUNTINGS also featured with 2 still at the
Bridging Camp, Wyke Regis on 1st, a female at West Morden on 3rd in the
same �ield as the Little Bunting and a �lock of 8 at a ‘West Dorset’ farm on 21st.

Interesting sightings of ‘non-landbirds’ involved a female RING-NECKED
DUCK at Longham Lakes and a GLOSSY IBIS at Christchurch Harbour on 2nd,
a sub-adult CASPIAN GULL at Abbotsbury Swannery on 8th, 4 COMMON
CRANES at Maiden Castle and then later at Culpepper’s Dish on 10th, a
BITTERN at Swineham GP on 12th and a WHOOPER SWAN at Abbotsbury
Swannery on 19th.

Exceptionally early sightings of summer visitors involved a SWALLOW at
Studland on 9th & 10th with further reports of 1 at Radipole Lake on several
dates from 17th, a HOUSE MARTIN at West Morden and a WHEATEAR at
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Batcombe Down on 18th and a SANDWICH TERN at Holes Bay on 23rd &
25th.

MARCH

It was no great surprise that the ‘rarity of the month’ was the FORSTER’S
TERNwhich returned to Poole Harbour on 26th having spent the winter in the
Channel Islands. The GREAT GREY SHRIKE has become a major rarity in
Dorset in recent years. Wareham Forest was the traditional site for wintering
birds, so the presence of one this winter was the �irst since 2019/2020. First
seen last November, the bird was relocated early this month favouring the
Sugar Hill/Woolsbarrow area before moving to the Morden Bog area where it
remained into early April.

Other rarities involved a female/immature SURF SCOTER at Portland Bill on
14th, an ALPINE SWIFT north over Southwell on 20th with another brie�ly at
Brands Bay/Jerry’s Point on 22nd a probable SIBERIAN LESSER
WHITETHROAT at Southwell, Portland on 21st and �inally a RED-RUMPED
SWALLOW at Wick Meads, Christchurch on 29th.

Other noteworthy ‘landbirds’ involved the long-staying YELLOW-BROWED
WARBLER at which remained at Louds Mill, Dorchester all month, single CIRL
BUNTINGS at Chickerell Army Camp on 9th, Wild Woodbury on 21st and
Durlston CP on 30th, single HOOPOES at Penn’s Weare, Portland on 25th and
Portland Bill on 31st and a SNOWBUNTING at a private site in East Dorset on
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30th. The only notable ‘non-landbird’ was a 2nd year CASPIAN GULL at
Lodmoor NR on 2nd.

Good sightings from inland locations were 4 AVOCET at Silverlake on 9th and
at Longham Lakes a LITTLE GULL on 28th with 2 there on 29th along with a
summer plumaged BLACK-NECKED GREBE.

APRIL

The undoubted highlight of the month was the discovery of a DARK-EYED
JUNCO in a back garden in Gillingham. First reported on 6th the owner of the
property allowed access to birdwatchers on 7th. This is the 5th record for
Dorset. Other rarities involved last month’s returning FORSTER’S TERN,
which wandered around the Poole Harbour area throughout the month
favouring Arne NR and Brownsea, and the long-staying GREAT GREY SHRIKE
which was last seen at Morden Bog in Wareham Forest on 6th. A probable
SIBERIAN LESSER WHITETHROAT at Southwell, Portland on 5th was
presumably the same bird as the one reported in March. New rarities involved
at WESTERN SUBALPINE WARBLER at Portland favouring Wallsend from
14th-16th and last seen at Portland Bill on 17th, a 1st-winter BONAPARTE’S
GULL which frequented the �loods around Wareham from 18th to the end of
the month and a BLACK KITE at Ringstead Bay on 21st with a possible over
the A35 at Bloxworth on 29th.
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In addition to the wintering YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER which remained
at Louds Mill, Dorchester until 12th, there was the expected arrival of scarce
and exotic ‘landbird’ migrants overshooting from Europe. There were several
reports of HOOPOES with singles
at Hengistbury and Grove Rd,
Portland on 6th, Littlesea, Studland
on 10th & 11th, coming off the sea
at Portland and at Little Court,
Charminster on 14th and at Wool
on 26th. Otherwise there was a
SERIN at Southwell, Portland on
3rd, single WOODCHAT SHRIKES
at Burton Mere on 6th and
Abbotsbury Beach car park on
17th, a NIGHTINGALE at Stanpit
Marsh on 10th, sadly a deadBEE-EATER in a Swanage garden and presumably
a migrant YELLOW-BROWEDWARBLER on private land in Purbeck on 14th,
a male GOLDEN ORIOLE at Tidmoor Firing Range on 15th, a TURTLE DOVE
at Kingston Lacy on 17th and a WOODWARBLER at Hartland Moor on 25th.
Other notable ‘landbirds’ involved more sightings of CIRL BUNTINGS with 1
at Durlston CP on 2nd,4th & 6th and 1 at Studland east of Glebeland Farm on
14th and a HOODED CROW at Stanpit Marsh on 13th.

There were very few reports of rare herons and their allies with a single
WHITE STORK in the Piddle Valley which �lew east to Stoborough with
perhaps the same bird at Christchurch Harbour on 1st, a BITTERN �lying over
Broadway on 4th and single PURPLE HERONS �lying NE over Little Sea,
Studland on 12th, perhaps the same bird �lying SW over Ringstead car park on
13th and 1 at Lodmoor NR at dusk on 25th. Similarly rare raptors were very
scarce with a HONEY BUZZARD at Swineham on 13th and 4 RED KITES
possibly migrants at St Aldhelm’s Head on 14th.

The offshore movements of noteworthy seabirds was virtually non-existent
until late in the month. Single GREAT SKUASwere seen at Portland Bill on 5th
& 24th and Hengistbury on 13th with 4 at the Bridging Camp, The Fleet on
29th. A single POMARINE SKUA at Portland Bill on 27th was followed by 2
there on 30th along with singles at Chesil Beach, Ferrybridge and 1 at the
Bridging Camp, The Fleet.

Finally an immature male COMMON SCOTER at Longham Lakes on 12th was
a good sightings for an inland location.
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MAY

This month was disappointing with regard to what is generally regarded as
one of the best periods for rarities. The main highlights were a singing GREAT
REED WARBLER at Abbotsbury Swannery during the evening of 14th and a
�ine summer plumaged AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER seen brie�ly on the
lower Piddle Valley �loods near Wareham on 21st. Last month’s 2nd-year
BONAPARTE’S GULL regularly visited �loods in the Wareham/Swineham area
up to 9th. Further sightings of BONAPARTE’S GULLS at Ferrybridge/Chesil
Cove on 11th and Holme Bridge on 14th may have involved the same bird.
Although the FORSTER’S TERN was last reported from Holes Bay on 2nd, it
may have remained undetected in the Poole Harbour area subsequently.

There were also disappointing numbers of scarce and ‘exotic landbird’
migrants during the month with single BEE-EATERS at Portland Bill on 6th
and Hengistbury on 8th with 2 there on 16th and singleHOOPOES at Portland
Bill on 10th & 11th. Otherwise there were single NIGHTINGALES at Worgret
Heath on 1st and Portland Bill on 7th, aWOODWARBLER at Wareham Forest
on 10th, a HAWFINCH at Blacknor, Portland on 10th and a TURTLE DOVE at
Newton’s Rd, Weymouth on 11th.

Overall the spring passage of SKUAS was modest with the exception of 1st
when 12 ARCTICS, 7 POMARINES and a GREAT passed Portland Bill. There
were further sightings of POMARINE SKUAS with 2E at Chesil Cove, 1 at
Portland Bill and 2E at Peveril Point on 4th, 1 (possibly the same bird) �lying
east at Ferrybridge, Kimmeridge, St Aldhelm’s and Hengistbury on 5th and
singles at Ferrybridge on 13th, Hengistbury on 15th and Portland Bill on 21st.
Other notable seabirds were singleBALEARIC SHEARWATERS at Ferrybridge
on 14th and Portland Bill on 28th and a STORM PETREL at Hengistbury on
22nd. Finally ROSEATE TERNS have seemingly taken up temporary residence
in the Poole Harbour area mainly visiting Brownsea with singles on 4th, 18th,
19th, 25th and 31st and 2 on 26th.

Other notable sightings were a STONE CURLEW at West Fleet on 12th, single
HONEY BUZZARDS at Greenhill Bowling Club on 15th, Hengistbury on 17th
and Church Knowle on 19th, a TEMMINCK’S STINT at lower Piddle Valley
�loods near Wareham on 20th and a probable PURPLEHERON �lying NW over
Portesham on 21st.

Good sightings from inland locations were 2 LITTLE TERNS at Longham
Lakes on 4th and a GREENSHANK at Silverlake on 25th. There are only 5
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previous sightings of Little Terns from inland Dorset, the last at Sturminster
Marshall GP in July 2005 with earlier records from Sherborne Castle in 1983,
River Stour at Iford Bridge in 1980, River Stour at Sturminster Marshall in
1978 and River Stour at Bryanston Weir in 1954.

JUNE

The most interesting sightings of the month involved mid-summer offshore
movements of seabirds. These included large numbers of MANX
SHEARWATERS at Portland Bill with c2000 on 4th, c1300 on 5th, thousands
on 13th and c1500+ on 18th. BALEARIC SHEARWATERS were often
associated with these movements with 1 on 4th, 3 on 5th, 2 on 13th, 12+ on
17th, a high count of 100+ on 18th followed by 20+ on 25th and 26th, 2 on
27th, 11 on 28th and 1 on 30th. Elsewhere there were further sightings of
BALEARIC SHEARWATERS with 1 at Mudeford Quay on 15th and 43+ from a
Lyme Bay pelagic trip on 21st. There was also a SOOTY SHEARWATER at
Portland Bill on 18th. There were several sightings of skuas associated with
the shearwater movements involving ARCTIC SKUAS at Portland Bill with 4
on 4th, 3 on 17th, 2 on 18th and 1 on 26th and singles at Mudeford Quay on
15th and Christchurch Harbour on 19th and aGREAT SKUA at Portland Bill on
17th. At Portland Bill 12 STORM PETRELS were ‘tape-lured’ on 13th and 3+
were seen from a Lyme Bay pelagic trip on 21st. There were a few sighting of
ROSEATE TERN with 1 at Brownsea on 20th, singles at Lodmoor NR on 23rd
and 28th and 2 at Abbotsbury Swannery on 27th. Rather surprisingly there
have been no further sightings of the Forster’s Tern in Poole Harbour since
2nd May.

There were also several unseasonal reports of divers, those at Portland Bill
presumably associated with the offshore movements of seabirds. RED-
THROATEDDIVERSwere seen at Portland Bill with 2 on 4th and 1 on 5th and
in the Studland/Shell Bay area presumably the same individual was present
on 4th, 11th, 12th & 16th. In addition single GREAT NORTHERN DIVERS
occurred at Portland Bill on 4th and West Bexington on 9th with a summering
bird reported at Portland Harbour 30th.

The only noteworthy ‘landbirds’ reported during the month were a
HAWFINCH at Glebelands on 4th, single GOLDEN ORIOLES at Broadwey on
13th and Cerne Abbas on 15th and a MELODIOUSWARBLER singing at West
Stafford on 13th. Finally the only rare raptors were HONEY BUZZARDS with
1 on the Chesil Beach at Ferrybridge on 1 at Carey near Wareham on 21st &
22nd.
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Dorset Bird Club Membership Subscriptions
Standard Membership costs £20 for a single address for 12 months.

Each membership receives copies of the newsletter in PDF (B&W, by email) or
hard copy (colour, by post) and a copy of the latest available Dorset Bird
Report, plus any future Bird Reports published during the 12 months of
membership.

Youth Membership is FREE for anyone aged 24 years or under*.

Youth Members receive their copies of the Dorset Bird Report & newsletters in
PDF format by email.

In addition, Youth Members aged 16-24 are offered free membership of our
partner organisations (see website for details of current partners).

Application forms can be downloaded from the Membership page of the Club’s
website: https://dorsetbirds.co.uk/membership/

*Please note that a parent/guardian's consent is required for anyone under the age of 18.

Please don’t forget...

If you change your contact details let the Membership Secretary know as soon
as possible.

If you are a tax-payer, and haven’t already done so, please consider completing
a ‘Gift Aid’ form to enable the Club to claim tax back on your subscription. A
form can be downloaded from: https://dorsetbirds.co.uk/membership/

To join, to renew or for any other information aboutmembership, please
contact the Membership Secretary:

Richard Charman, 24 Widworthy Drive, Broadstone, Dorset, BH18 9BD

Email: membership@dorsetbirds.co.uk
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