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Introduction

This report includes entries for all the 181 free-flying bird species noted during 2024
within the Swannery recording area. This total included one national rarity and six
county rarities, one of which was also a site first. Although the majority were of natural
or naturalised origin, four were of captive or non-naturalised origin and one was a
wanderer from a reintroduction project.

The Swannery recording area consists of the Swannery grounds and adjoining withy-
beds, reed-beds and flood-meadows. It also includes those parts of The Fleet Lagoon,
Chesil Bank and its hinterland that can be easily viewed from the Swannery. It does
not include the seaward side of Abbotsbury Beach however, and therefore all the
seabirds included were on or over The Fleet from the Swannery.

With a few exceptions (and unless otherwise credited) Swannery staff (to a lesser or
greater degree) namely Kevin Butler, Steve Groves, Joe Stockwell and Charlie
Wheeler, along with the WeBS counters (see below) were responsible for the records.
Most are 100% certain although the odd clearly stated putative record may be
included. Official British or Dorset rarities may still await acceptance (or non-
acceptance) by the relevant authorities.

The English vernacular, international English, scientific bird names, taxonomic
treatments and the systematic list order used in this report all follow the International
Ornithological Congress. This in turn is used by the British Ornithologists’ Union for
their official list of birds of Great Britain. Some distinctive subspecies are also included
under the relevant species accounts. The English nhames given for subspecies are
loosely based upon ‘Birding World — A Checklist of Bird Forms in Britain and Ireland’.

Count tables have been added to the entries of most of the common wetland species
and a few others. In these tables the monthly ‘'maxima’ are the highest day counts for
each month. Bird-days are the total of the maximum daily counts during a month or
other period. A dash in the table indicates no data is available for that month. The
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) counts conducted at The Swannery are part of the WeBS
counts for the entire Fleet and are not treated as separate counts other than for the
purpose of this report. Also, they are not necessarily the peak counts for each month
but given when no other counts are available. Alan Barrett, Steve Groves, lan McLean,
and Nick Urch were the counters for the section of the Fleet that includes the Swannery
recording area during 2024.

Graphs have been added to many of the entries for the first time this year. These take
two forms. The ‘Intra Year Population Trend’ graph gives the highest day counts for
each species over the course of the year, while an ‘Inter Year Population Trend’ graph
gives the highest day counts for each species per annum going back to a specified
year (most often 10 or 20 years depending on the species and available data). Please
note that they don’t signify the number of individuals recorded in the period, just the
highest day counts of each species in the period.



Species accounts...

Brent Goose (Brant Goose) Branta bernicla
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary...
Late winter / spring: There were regular sightings from 15t to 24" January (878 bird-days). The highest
day count that month was of 400 on 23" (50 west, 350 east) and the largest settled flock was of 200 on
10™. The only subsequent records were of singles on 15t and 6™ April.
Autumn / early winter: Only recorded on four dates, all settled... Six 5" November; one 12" November;
two 13" November; one 10" December.

Monthly Maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
400| O 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 1
Subspecies... All of those identified to form were of the Russian breeding form Branta bernicla bernicla
(‘Dark-bellied’ Brent Goose).

Canada Goose Branta canadensis
Swannery status: A common naturalised breeding resident, moult migrant & winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year with a pronounced influx during the summer moulting period.
Breeding: Present in the nesting period but no young were seen.
Hybrids: Several Canada Goose x Greylag Goose were seen.

Monthly Maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
120 | 67 | 34 | 38 | 54 | 815|920 | 156 | 161 | 100 | 45 | 70

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

Swannery status: A regular visitor mostly (but perhaps not entirely) of naturalised origin.

All records: Three 19" February; one from 6™ to 13" May; two 315t May and 3" June; one from 41" to
10" June.

Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus
Swannery status: A scarce visitor of captive origin.
All records: One sporadically from 2" to 9" September.

Greylag Goose Anser anser

Swannery status: A regular visitor mostly (but not entirely) of naturalised origin.
All records: Singles 10" and 22" April; two 71 June.

Hybrids: Several Canada Goose x Greylag Goose were seen.

Taiga/Tundra Bean Goose Anser fabilis/serrirostris

County Rarity.

Swannery status: Rare winter visitor. Last recorded 2003.

All records: One circled over before flying northwest 11" December. It was not identified to species
but was thought most likely to be Anser serrirostris (Tundra Bean Goose).

Black Swan Cygnus atratus
Swannery status: An annual visitor of captive origin. Has bred.
Summary: Present for much of the year.
Monthly Maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
0 1 1 1 1 1 4 4 4 0 2 1




Mute Swan Cygnus olor

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, moult migrant & winter visitor.

Summary: Present throughout the year.

Breeding: 110 pairs nested or at least attempted to do so and at 162 cygnets fledged.
WeBS counts

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

450 | 516 | 580 | 610 | 425 | 638 | 675 | 645 | 592 | 500 | 660 | 310

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

County rarity.

Swannery status: Traditionally a scarce passage migrant & winter visitor. Now resident.

All records: The resident bird (of presumed captive origin) was present throughout the year.

Late winter / early spring: In addition to the resident bird... One that arrived in September 2023
lingered until at least 28" March. This bird was caught and ringed and was seen in County Durham in
a few days after departing Abbotsbury. It was reported in Cambridgeshire in autumn/early winter 2024.
Autumn / early winter: Another individual (not ringed) arrived 15" November and was still present at
the end of the year along with the resident bird.

Previous records: Even disregarding the resident bird there have now been records every year since
2016.

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca
Swannery status: A scarce, but increasing, naturalised visitor.
All records:
Late winter: Three 5" January; two 7" January.
Autumn / early winter: One arrived 15" September and was still present 315 December. In addition,
there were three 30" September; eight 11" November; and two from 121 to 20" November.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 9 1

Shelduck (Common Shelduck) Tadorna tadorna
Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: At least four broods were seen.
Hybrids: A Shelduck x Eider was present for much of the year and a Shelduck x Ruddy Shelduck was
seen 13" September.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
62 | 50 | 61 | 30 | 50 | 33 [ 18] 9 17 6 29 | 22

Garganey Spatula querquedula

Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant.

All records... A pair on 1%t May; a single drake 24" June; one 6™ August; two 15t September; and
singles 16" September and 1t October.

Shoveler (Northern Shoveler) Spatula clypeata
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Has summered & bred.
Summary: Present through much of the year, bar May.
Breeding: There was no evidence of nesting.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
100 | 40 2 3 0 1 |15) 30 | 118 | 80 | 145 | 200




Gadwall Mareca strepera
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & winter visitor. A few summer & has bred.
Summary: Present sporadically through much of the year.
Breeding: Present in late spring/early summer but there was no evidence of nesting.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
0 20 3 2 0 4 2 0 6 3 13 5

Wigeon (Eurasian Wigeon) Mareca penelope
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary:
Late winter / spring: Seen regularly from 9™ January to 9" February. The only subsequent record was
of one 17 March.
Autumn / early winter: Regular from 29" July to 19" December.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
20 9 1 0 0 0 4 5 50 [130) 80 | 10

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year. Several showed at least some characters of domestic breeds.
Breeding: No accurate data is available, but nests and many unfledged young noted.
Hybrids: A Domestic Muscovy Duck x Domestic Mallard was present for much of the second half of
the year, and a few others showed at least some domestic breed influence.

WeBS counts
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2301 115| 60 | 51 | 60 |[141 | 253|450 | 445 ] 190 | 308 | 290

Pintail (Northern Pintail) Anas acuta
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Has summered.
Summary:
Late winter / spring: Seen regularly from 8™ January to 215 February. The only subsequent record
was of one 27" March.
Autumn / early winter: Regular from 15t September to 315 December.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug [ Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
4 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 61 | 130|150 | 11

Teal (Eurasian Teal) Anas crecca

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Can summer & has bred.

Summary: Present regularly through the year.

Breeding: Present in late spring/early summer but there was no evidence of nesting.
Monthly maxima

Jan [ Feb | Mar | Apr [ May [ Jun [ Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

240 | 180 | 100 | 41 1 6 5 | 80 | 110 | 400 | 900 | 400

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina
Swannery status: A rare visitor mostly (but perhaps not entirely) of naturalised or captive origin.
All records... Two drakes 12" November. The first site records since 2017.

Pochard (Common Pochard) Aythya ferina
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor that occasionally summers.
Summary: Present through much of the year.
Breeding: Present in late spring/early summer but there was no evidence of nesting.
Hybrids: A Pochard x Tufted Duck was noted on several dates.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
225 |125| 23 | 10 4 2 0 4 28 | 75 | 144 | 205




Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor; scarce breeding resident.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: Present in late spring/early summer but there was no evidence of nesting.
Hybrids: The regular Tufted Duck x Pochard was noted in the winter months.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb [ Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug [ Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
80 [ 75 | 72 | 60 | 12 | 20 (10| 15 | 83 | 115 100 | 120

Scaup (Greater Scaup) Aythya marila

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & winter visitor.

All records...

Late winter / spring: Three ‘second calendar-years’ (a drake and two ducks) were present from 15t

January to 23" February, with one (the duck) remaining until 18™ April.

Autumn / early winter: Two ‘first calendar-years’ (probably a male and female) 12" and 13" November.

Monthly maxima

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

3 3 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca
Swannery status: A rare passage migrant.
All records: A (first calendar-year’?) female 12" November, the first site record for over 35 years!

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant & winter visitor.

All records:

Late winter / early spring: Three from 1% to 20" January; then two from 215t January to 6" February;
with one then lingering from 7" to 26™ February. All were ‘second calendar-year’ birds.

Autumn / early winter: One 17" November; two from 3" to 315t December. Both the latter birds were
first calendar-year’ birds (one male, one female).

Goldeneye (Common Goldeneye) Bucephala clangula
Swannery status: Now a scarce passage migrant & winter visitor. Formerly a common winter visitor.
All records: A single (‘first calendar year?) 12" November.

Goosander (Common Merganser) Mergus merganser
Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor.
All records: A single ‘redhead’ 29" January; an adult drake 9™ and 10" December.

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator
Swannery status: A common passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary...
Winter / spring: Present regularly from 15t January to 16" May.
Autumn/winter: The first returning birds were seen 20" October and there were then regular sightings
to the end of the year.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
17 | 20 | 21 | 10 1 0 0 0 0 3 6 10

Pheasant (Common Pheasant) Phasianus colchicus

Swannery status: An introduced common breeding resident with regular influxes due to releases.
Summary: Present throughout the year with a maximum count of 35 on 14" September.
Breeding: Several broods noted.



Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa

Swannery status: An introduced casual visitor from release sites nearby.

Summary: One or two were seen regularly from March to June but the only subsequent record was of
one 26" October.

Breeding: A pair were present but no young were seen.

Swift (Common Swift) Apus apus

Swannery status: A common but declining, passage migrant and summer visitor. Breeds in the village.

Summary: The first of the year was seen 15t May and there were then regular sightings until mid-

August, but with a few seen sporadically to 19" September. The highest count was 400 on 11" June.
Monthly maxima

May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep

100 [ 400) 20| 5 3

Cuckoo (Common Cuckoo) Cuculus canorus
Swannery status: A now uncommon passage migrant. Formerly regularly summered and bred.
All records: One was heard 11" May and a juvenile was seen 14" August.

Domestic/Feral Pigeon (Rock Dove) Columba livia

Swannery status: A semi-resident of captive/naturalised origin that has bred.

Summary: Obvious domestic ‘racing’ flocks of up to 50 were occasionally noted overhead from April to
September and a mixed flock of up to 50 ‘lost’ racing birds, free-flying ornamentals and apparent
genuine naturalised feral birds visited from the village daily.

Breeding: At least one pair bred.

Stock Dove Columba oenas

Swannery status: A common breeding resident and passage migrant.

Summary: Regularly encountered in single figures through much of the year.

Autumn passage: There was a marked overhead passage, both easterly and westerly, in late October
and early November. The highest count noted was of 25 on 11" November but this is probably a gross
underestimate as many hundreds were no doubt overlooked amongst the many thousands of high-
flying Woodpigeons.

Breeding: At least one pair were present in the recording area with others in nearby woods and farm
buildings.

Woodpigeon (Common Wood Pigeon) Columba palumbus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: From one to 20 were commonly encountered all year.

Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Autumn passage: Overhead passage was noted regularly between 11" October and 13" November
(at least 90,000 bird-days) with a maximum of 35 thousand on 27" October.

Collared Dove (Eurasian Collared Dove) Streptopelia decaocto

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Single figures were noted regularly throughout the year.

Breeding: At least one pair nested in the grounds and others did so within the near vicinity.

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor and occasional breeding resident.
Summary:

Late winter / early spring: Seen or heard regularly from 15t January to 15 April.

Breeding: None were noted during the late spring and early summer, so breeding is assumed to not
have occurred.

Autumn / early winter: Seen or heard regularly from 28" July to the end of the year.



Moorhen (Common Moorhen) Gallinula chloropus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present throughout the year. The highest count was of at least 10 on 3 October but for a
waterbird this species is considerably under recorded.

Breeding: Around five pairs nested.

Coot (Eurasian Coot) Fulica atra
Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout much of the year.
Breeding: Three or four late nests.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug [ Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
80 | 150 | 23 | 2 15 | 40 | 162 | 320 | 400 | 470 | 910 | 550

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
Swannery status: A common passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary...
Late winter / early spring: Present from 15t January to 2" March.
Autumn / early winter: Present from 24™ June to 315t December.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun [ Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
14 | 10 1 0 0 1 1 2 18 [ 19 | 25 | 26

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor and non-breeding summer visitor.
Summary: Present throughout much of the year.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
8 6 21 [ 15| 23 | 30 |42 | 43 [ 10 | 15| 20 | 20

Oystercatcher (Eurasian Oystercatcher) Haematopus ostralegus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & semi-resident breeder.
Summary: Present virtually daily from 4™ January to 11" October.
Breeding: Up to three pairs nested, or at least held territory, but no young were fledged.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct
1 7 7 5 8 8 5 2 1 1

Avocet (Pied Avocet) Recurvirostra avosetta
Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant.
All records: Another poor year with just two 9" January and one 8™ May.

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

All records:

Spring passage: One 71" May; three 10" May; two 11" May; singles 12" May and 5" June.
Autumn/winter: Singles 28™ September; 15t and 24" October.

Golden Plover (European Golden Plover) Pluvialis apricaria
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary...
Winter/spring: Singles on six dates between 26" January and 28" April.
Autumn/winter: There were sporadic records from 18" August to 25" November.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun [ Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 6 0 95 | 35 0
Bird-days | 2 3 0 1 0 0 0 7 0 97 | 39 0




Ringed Plover (Common Ringed Plover) Charadrius hiaticula
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor that formerly bred.
Summary... Single figures were noted regularly from 14™ April to 11" October. Counts of over ten were
as follows... 20 15t September; 100 plus 5" September; 11 25" September. The flock of over 100 in
September is a site record count. The previous highest total was 40 in 2016.

Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct
Maxima 3 5 3 1 5 1100 | 1
Bird-days | 4 14 4 2 17 (141 | 2

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.
Summary...
Spring passage: Two 19" and 31t March; singles 5" and 8™ April.
Autumn passage: Two on 7" July; singles 24™ July; 4™ and 24™ August. Relatively regular from 315t
May to 30™ August.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Mar | Apr [ May | Jun | Jul | Aug
Maxima 2 1 1 3 1 1
Bird-days | 4 2 1 7 4 1

Lapwing (Northern Lapwing) Vanellus vanellus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor that formerly bred.
Summary...
Late winter/spring: Present virtually daily from 15t January to 13" March.
Autumn/early winter: The first returning birds arrived 20" June and there were then birds present
virtually daily to the end of the year.

Monthly maxima
Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug
13 0 0 8 6 7
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Whimbrel (Eurasian Whimbrel) Numenius phaeopus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant.

Summary...

Spring passage: All records were between 5" April and 28" May.

Autumn passage: All records were between 20" July and 16" September.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month | Apr | May | Jun | Jul [ Aug | Sep
Maxima | 30 | 22 0 1 2 3
Bird-days | 92 | 72 0 2 9 4

Curlew (Eurasian Curlew) Numenius arquata
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and occasional winter visitor.
Summary... Noted sporadically through the year. All records were between 15" February and 6™
November.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov
Maxima 1 6 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1
Bird-days | 2 20 2 3 2 1 3 0 0 3




Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.
Summary...
Spring passage: All records were between 6™ April and 29" May.
Autumn passage: Oddly there were only two records... singles 24™ June and 5" September.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Apr | May | Jun [ Jul | Aug | Sep
Maxima | 12 2 1 0 0 1
Bird-days | 37 | 17 1 0 0 1

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
Swannery status: A common passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary... Oddly there were no winter records with all occurrences being between 19" May and 315t

October.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days
Month May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct
Maxima | 20 9 (18] 7 12 1
Bird-days | 20 | 15 | 43| 10 | 15 2

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus

Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor (although no doubt overlooked).
All records:

Late winter/spring: Three 3 January, singles 9" and 12" February, one 18" March.

Autumn/early winter: One 26™/27" October.

Woodcock (Eurasian Woodcock) Scolopax rusticola

Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor (although no doubt overlooked).
All records:

Late winter/spring: One 8™ January.

Autumn/early winter: Singles 4™ November and 11" December.

Snipe (Common Snipe) Gallinago gallinago

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.

Summary...

Late winter/spring: Seen regularly from early January to the last of the spring on 13" April. A site
record count of at least 200 was made on 15 February.

Autumn/winter: The first returning bird was seen 25™ June. There were then regular sightings until the
end of the year, with a maximum count of 56 on 9" December.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Swannery status: A common passage migrant and now regular winter visitor.
Summary... Noted in every month of the year with a marked passage in spring and autumn.

Monthly maxima / Bird-days
Month Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 1 1 2 5 2 2 30 | 20 | 15 5 3 3
Bird-days | 15 | 10 | 21 | 42 8 12 1159|203 | 140 | 58 | 29 | 18

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & scarce winter visitor.

Summary...
Late winter/spring: One 12" February.

Autumn passage: The first of the ‘autumn’ was noted on 27" June. There were then regular records

until 215 September, with a single 27" October.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Feb [ Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct
Maxima 1 0 0 1 2
Bird-days | 1 0 0 1 5 | 15




Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant.
All records: Singles 8™ July, 2" and 6™ August, 6™ September.

Redshank (Common Redshank) Tringa totanus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Former breeder.
Summary: Present throughout much of the year.
Breeding: There was no evidence of nesting.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
5 7 9 3 1 1 2 4 5 1 7 8

Greenshank (Common Greenshank) Tringa nebularia

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

Summary...

Spring passage: One 17"/18™ April, one 25" April.

Autumn passage: The first returning bird was present on 24" June and there were then regular

sightings until 18" September.

Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Apr May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep
3
9

Maxima 1 0 1 1 4
Bird-days 3 0 2 3 14

Turnstone (Ruddy Turnstone) Arenaria interpres
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and scarce winter visitor.
Summary... Noted sporadically through the year. The count of 38 on 30" December was a site record.

Monthly maxima / Bird-days
Month Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr [ May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima | 25 0 0 1 5 0 0 1 1 0 0 38
Bird-days | 25 0 0 1 32 0 0 2 4 0 0 45

Knot (Red Knot) Calidris canutus
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & scarce winter visitor.
Summary... Noted sporadically through the year.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days
Month Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep [ Oct
Maxima 1 0 0 1 0 1 1
Bird-days | 2 0 0 1 0 2 1 5 13 1

N
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Ruff Calidris pugnax
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.
All records: One 19™ February; two 3 June.

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant
All records: One 4" September.

Sanderling Calidris alba

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

Summary...

Spring passage: Two 16™ May; 14 on 3 June.

Autumn passage: All records were between 24" August and 16" September (17 bird-days), with a
maximum of eight on 13"



Dunlin cCalidris alpina
Swannery status: A common passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary: Recorded regularly through much of the year with obvious passage peaks in the spring and
autumn.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 5 0 0 8 16 | 60 | 18| 10 [ 100 | 9 6 20
Bird-days | 28 0 0 21 | 82 33838 39 [151] 19 | 25 | 21

Purple Sandpiper Calidris minuta
Swannery status: A rare passage migrant and winter visitor
All records: One 27" November, only the fifth site record.

Little Tern Sternula albifrons
Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant that formerly bred.
All records... Two 8" May, four 5™ July.

Black Tern Childonias niger
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant.
All records... Two 5" September; one 6" October. All first-calendar year birds.

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.
All records: One 5" July.

Common Tern Sterna hirundo
Swannery status: A common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor.
Summary: The first of the year was seen 3" April and the last of the year was on 18" August.
Breeding: There were around 40 pairs initially, but due to an outbreak of Avian Influenza in the
colony, many failed. There was however a second ‘wave’ of around 20 pairs but some of these may
have been re-nesters. Around 30 chicks fledged in total.

Monthly maxima
Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug
30 55 80 50 35

Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii

Swannery status: An uncommon passage migrant.

All records: One 21 May; two 27" June; three 5" July; singles 6™ and 7™ July (both different
individuals to the previous three); two 11" July.

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis
Swannery status: A common passage migrant and non-breeding summer visitor.
Summary: The first of the year was seen on 22" March and there were then regular sightings to 14"
September.

Monthly maxima
Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep
60 60 13 13 15 11 8

Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.

All records: One (adult) 30" January, one (‘second calendar-year’) 22" May, and one (adult) 16"
August.

Kittiwake (Black-legged Kittiwake) Rissa tridactyla

Swannery status: A scarce, normally storm blown, passage migrant & winter visitor.

All records...

Winter/spring: Single (‘second calendar-years’) 27" and 28" March.

Autumn/winter: Singles 10" July (‘second calendar-year’) and 22" August (‘first calendar-year’).



Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor & now regular breeder.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: Approximately 30 pairs fledged around 50 chicks.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May [ Jun | Jul [ Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
100| 30 | 30 | 60 | 80 | 60 | 150|200 | 30 |300| 90 | 235

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus
Swannery status: Now a common passage migrant & winter visitor. Has bred.
Summary: Present regularly through the year.
Breeding: No evidence of nesting.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
10 | 50 | 10 | 30 8 12 [ 50 | 10 | 20 | 100 | 200 | 450

Common Gull Larus canus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary...
Winter/spring: Regular from 1t January to 3" April, with a few in May and early June.
Autumn/winter: Seen sporadically in August and September but regularly in October, November and
December.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
300 | 200 | 100 | 2 3 1 0 1 1 2 20 | 120

Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans

County rarity.

Swannery status: A rare but increasing passage migrant & winter visitor.

All records: One (4™ calendar-year?) 8" February (Joe Stockwell).

Previous records: Near annual since the first in 2018 but status confused by hybrids.

Herring Gull (European Herring Gull) Larus argentatus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor & non-breeding resident.

Summary: Present throughout the year (although clearly under-recorded in September).
Monthly maxima

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

200 | 250 | 650 | 110 | 250 | 160 | 80 | 300 | 10 | 60 | 270 | 250

Subspecies... Most of those identified to form were of the western breeding form Larus argentatus

argenteus (“British’ Herring Gull) but an (adult) individual of the eastern breeding form Larus

argentatus argentatus (‘Scandinavian’ Herring Gull) was present on the 14" February, the first site

record of this taxon.

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

Summary: All records involved first calendar-year birds, all of which were seen from 11" July to 15™
September (8 Bird-days).

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor & casual breeding resident.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: There was no evidence of nesting.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb [ Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug [ Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
50 | 50 5 8 10 | 10 | 10| 30 | 150 | 150 | 30 8




Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor & uncommon non-breeding resident.

Summary: Seen regularly through the year, with the usual influx in early spring and late autumn.

Monthly maxima

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
8 12 | 20 7 10 3 1 5 9 5 20 1

Subspecies... Most of those identified to form were of the western breeding form Larus fuscus graellsii

(‘British’ Lesser Black-backed Gull) but single adult individuals of the near continental breeding form

Larus fuscus intermedius (‘Continental’ Lesser Black-backed Gull ) were present on 9" January, 12

March and 8" April.

Common Guillemot (Common Murre) Uria aalge

Swannery status: A rare storm blown visitor.

All records: A moribund individual that was present on the 27" March was found dead the following
day. The first site record since 2014.

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer

Swannery status: A rare passage migrant and winter visitor.

All records: One flew over on the 15™ May and one settled in the Swannery Embayment on 16"
December.

Fulmar (Northern Fulmar) Fulmarus glacialis
Swannery status: A casual visitor from the seaward side of Chesil Bank.
All records: Singles over 10", 26™ and 29™ May.

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus

Swannery status: No previous records.

All records: One first found settled in the Swannery Embayment on 28" March was found grounded
later in the day and taken into care. It died over night. Despite being a regular sight off of Abbotsbury
Beach this record was the first for the Swannery (and believed to be the first seen alive on or over The
Fleet lagoon!).

Cormorant (Great Cormorant) Phalacrocorax carbo
Swannery status: A breeding resident, common passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: Eight pairs nested and several young fledged.

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
20 | 20 | 30 | 30 | 20 | 20 | 30| 30 | 60 | 20 | 20 | 20
Subspecies... Not all were identified to form but both the western breeding form Phalacrocorax carbo
carbo (‘Atlantic’ Great Cormorant) and the eastern breeding form Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis
(‘Continental’ Great Cormorant) were noted regularly. Most, if not all of the breeding birds however
were of the latter taxon.

Shag (European Shagl) Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.
All records: Singles on 26™ September and 26™ November, the first site records since 2022.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Swannery status: A common resident and passage migrant that has bred.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: There was no evidence of nesting.
Monthly maxima / WeBS counts
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr [ May | Jun | July | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
8 3 5 18 7 131 20 | 21 | 14 4 11 | 26




Cattle Egret (Western Cattle Egret) Bubulcus ibis
Swannery status: A former rarity but now a common passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary... Present throughout much of the year. The 113 noted on the 8™ January is a site record
count (if not a Dorset record count?).

Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May [ Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
113 | 70 | 62 | 28 1 2 5 8 38 | 73 | 65 | 50

Great White Egret (Great Egret) Ardea alba
Swannery status: A former rarity but now a regular passage migrant & winter visitor.
Summary... Following single one day birds in both May and June, single figures were noted fairly
regularly from August to December.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 1 1 0 1 4 1 1 1
Bird-days | 1 1 0 2 13 1 4 1

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Swannery status: A common resident that formerly bred.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: There was no evidence of nesting.
Monthly maxima
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
2 1 3 3 2 3 5 8 5 6 4 3

Osprey (Western Osprey) Pandion haliaetus

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

Summary...

Spring passage: Singles 12" April, 7" May and 24™ May.

Autumn passage: Singles were seen on nine dates from 19" August to 17" September, whilst three
were present on 27" August (a site record) and two 5" September.

Honey-buzzard (European Honey Buzzard) Pernis apivorus

County rarity.

Swannery status: A rare passage migrant.

All records: One 24™ September (Joe Stockwell).

Previous records: Only four records since 2000. Singles 17" May 2006, 19" September 2008, 5™
September 2013 and 14™ September 2022.

Sparrowhawk (Eurasian Sparrowhawk) Accipiter nisus
Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: One or two were regularly encountered throughout the year.
Breeding: At least one pair nested in the area.

Marsh Harrier (Western Marsh Harrier) Circus aeruginosus

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & winter visitor that has attempted to breed.

Summary: Present throughout the year.

Winter/spring: One or two were noted regularly, but with three 8" January.

Breeding: One pair nested, successfully fledging at least one chick. The first known successful
breeding for the site.

Summer: The two breeding adults and their juvenile were seen regularly, with a second juvenile also
seen occasionally, although it isn’t thought the latter bird fledged on site.

Autumn/winter: One to three were seen regularly to mid-October at which point the nightly roost
increased to four. Subsequently this number increased to five, occasionally even six.



Hen Harrier Circus cyanus
Swannery status: A now rare passage migrant & winter visitor.
All records: Single ‘ringtails’ on 16" September and 4" November. The first since 2022.

Red Kite Milvus milvus
Swannery Status: Formerly a scarce passage migrant but reintroduced birds now regular visitors.
Summary: There were fairly regular sightings of single figures from 7" March to the end of the year.
Movements of ten or more, however, all north-westerly, were noted on 6" May (23), 7" May (265), 10™
May (17), 11" May (10), 19"" May (10) and 20" May (50).
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 1 8 | 265 | 6 1 1 2 3 1 1
Bird-days | 2 21 | 387 ] 13 | 1 1 5 7 2 1

White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla
County rarity last recorded in Dorset in a natural state 1941. All recent records involve released birds.
Swannery Status: Scarce but increasing visitor originating from the reintroduction programme.
All records: Singles were noted on twelve dates from the 19" April to the 18" December.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1
Bird-days | 1 0 1 1 0 3 4 0 2

Buzzard (Common Buzzard) Buteo buteo

Swannery status: A common breeding resident and passage migrant.

Summary: Single figures were noted throughout the year but ten or more were noted on 10" June and
16" September.

Breeding: At least one pair nested in the recording area and other pairs nested nearby.

Barn Owl (Western Barn Owl) Tyto alba

Swannery status: A common regularly breeding resident.

Summary: One or two were seen (or at least heard) regularly throughout the year.
Breeding: One pair nested and at least two chicks fledged.

Little Owl Athene noctua

Swannery status: Naturalised former breeding resident, now a casual visitor.

All records: One heard from the recording area on 26™ May was the only record. There were regular
sightings in the village however.

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary:

Late winter/early spring: One, sometimes two, were seen regularly from 2™ January to 23 February.
Late spring/early summer: Unusually singles were then seen regularly from 5" April to the 17™ July,
with three on the 23 May and two 24™ June.

Breeding: With three present in May and two in June, in potential breeding habitat, there is a possibility
that nesting was at least attempted.

Tawny Owl Strix aluco

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Up to two, at least, were noted regularly through much of the year.

Breeding: At least one pair nested within the recording area with others in the near vicinity.

Kingfisher (Common Kingfisher) Alcedo atthis

Swannery status: A regular non-breeding visitor.

Summary:

Winter/spring: At least one, sometimes two, regular from 15t January to 19" February.
Autumn/winter: At least one, sometimes at least two, regular from 27" July to the end of the year.



Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: One to three, at least, regular throughout the year.

Breeding: At least one pair nested successfully either within or extremely near to the recording area.

Green Woodpecker (European Green Woodpecker) Picus viridus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Two, at least, regular throughout the year.

Breeding: At least one pair nested successfully either within or extremely near to the recording area.
At least two juveniles were seen.

Kestrel (Common Kestrel) Falco tinnunculus
Swannery status: A common breeding resident.
Summary: Single figures were present throughout the year.
Breeding: At least one pair nested.

Merlin Falco columbarius
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary...

Winter/spring: Singles on three dates between 11" January and 20" February.
Autumn/winter: Singles were seen on eleven dates between 8" September and 15" December.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Maxima 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1
Bird-days | 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 3 2

Hobby (Eurasian Hobby) Falco subbuteo
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.
Summary... A single on 22" June was a rather late first of the year. There were then though regular
sightings from 22" August to 4" October.
Monthly maxima / Bird-days

Month Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct
Maxima 1 0 1 2 1
Bird-days | 1 0 1 10 3

Peregrine (Peregrine Falcon) Falco peregrinus

Swannery status: A common non-breeding resident.

Summary: Singles were noted regularly throughout much of the year, but two were seen together on
five dates.

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator

County rarity.

Swannery status: Rare passage migrant.

All records: A male was present on the western edge of the recording area (around Knob End) on 17
April. (Finder unknown). It was also seen outside the recording area, on the slopes above Abbotsbury
beach car park.

Previous records: One on 9" May 1989 (although there have been at least two others elsewhere in
Abbotsbury).

Jay (Eurasian Jay) Garrulus glandarius

Swannery status: A casual visitor from nearby woodland & an occasional passage migrant.
Summary:

Winter/spring: One 315 March.

Summer: One 22" July.

Autumn/winter: There were regular sightings from 16" September to the end of the year, the highest
count was of six on 1%t October.



Magpie (Eurasian Magpie) Pica pica

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: From one to four at least were seen regularly throughout the year.
Breeding: At least one pair nested in the near vicinity.

Jackdaw (Western Jackdaw) Corvus monedula

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present throughout the year, the highest count was of at least 1,000 on the 27" October.
Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present throughout the year, the highest count was of at least 350 on the 12" September.
Breeding: Chapel Coppice rookery on the boundary of the recording area was well occupied as usual.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year, the highest count was of 22 on the 29" April.
Breeding: Several pairs nested in the vicinity.

Raven (Northern Raven) Corvus corax

Swannery status: A regular visitor from breeding sites nearby.

Summary: From one to three were seen regularly throughout the year, the highest count was of eight
on 22" October.

Coal Tit Periparus ater

Swannery status: A regular visitor that has bred.

Summary...

Winter/spring: One or two were noted regularly from 6™ January to 18" February.
Autumn/winter: One or two were noted regularly from 23 June to the end of the year.

Blue Tit (Eurasian Blue Tit) Cyanistes caeruleus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Present throughout the year, the highest count was of at least 20 on 4" November.
Breeding: Several pairs bred.

Great Tit Parus major

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Present throughout the year, the highest count was of at least 10 on 11" May.
Breeding: Several pairs bred.

Bearded Tit (Bearded Reedling) Panurus biarmicus

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant & winter visitor that has bred.

Summary: Present throughout the year, but typically elusive, the highest count was of at least eight on
27" October.

Breeding: One pair bred, fledging 4 chicks (although one was found dead shortly after fledging). This
constitutes the first breeding record in the recording area for around thirty years!

Woodlark Lullula arborea
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant.
All records: Singles over on 11" and 14™ November (Joe Stockwell).

Skylark (Eurasian Skylark) Alauda arvensis

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: From one to twenty were noted on the surrounding pasture through the year.

Breeding: A few pairs nested in the surrounding pasture and possibly on the adjacent Chesil Bank.
Autumn passage: Over-head passage, was noted regularly from 28" September to 315t October (390
bird-days). The highest count was of 80 on 27" October.



Sand Martin Riparia riparia

Swannery status: A common passage migrant.

Summary...The first of the year was seen 18" March and there were then regular sightings until the
last of the year on 27" September. There was no obvious transition from spring to autumn passage.
Counts of over one hundred were noted on 30" August (300) and 17" September (500).

Swallow (Barn Swallow) Hirundo rustica

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor.

Summary...

Spring passage: The first of the year was seen on 30" March and passage was then observed regularly
until the end of May. Counts of over fifty were noted on 15 May (100), 2" May (150) and 6™ May (400).
Breeding: A poor year with only three pairs nesting within the recording area.

Autumn passage: Local breeding birds masked any early movements but there was a marked passage
from 30" July through to the 5" November, with a further tardy single on 27" November. Counts of at
least one thousand were noted on 17" September (2,000), 18" September (2,000), 19" September
(1,000) and 9™ October (1,000).

House Martin (Common House Martin) Delichon urbicum

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and summer visitor.

Summary... The first of the year was seen on the 8" April and there were then regular sightings until
the last of the year on the 9" October. There was no obvious transition from spring to autumn passage,
due to regular feeding flocks throughout the summer, consisting of local breeding birds from the village.
Autumn passage was much more marked than in the spring, with counts of over three hundred noted
on the 6" September (600), 30™, 17" September (500), 18" September (500), 19" September (500),
27" September (500), 28™ September (600) and 2" October (1,000).

Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: Single figures were encountered throughout much of the year.

Breeding: At least five singing males were present during spring and recently fledged young were seen.

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.

Summary: A flock of at least twenty were noted in both winter periods, with single figures noted from
spring to autumn.

Breeding: At least one pair nested.

Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus

Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant.

Summary... At least one, often at least two, were noted virtually daily from 28™ September to 19"
October (18 bird-days). These were the first noted in the recording area since October 2022.

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and former breeding summer visitor.

Summary...

Spring passage: The first of the year arrived on 30" March and there were then near daily sightings of
between one and twenty until 6™ May, but with the highest numbers in early April.

Autumn passage: From one to at least twenty were noted regularly from 315t July to the last of the
year on 4" September, but with the highest numbers in mid-August.



Chiffchaff (Common Chiffchaff) Phylloscopus collybita

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, breeding summer visitor and winter visitor.
Summary: Commonly encountered throughout the year.

Winter/spring: One or two, at least, successfully overwintered, but from mid-March to mid-April ten to
twenty were seen regularly.

Breeding: There were around three pairs in the grounds with others in the near periphery.
Autumn/winter: Local breeding birds masked any early movement but there was obvious passage
noted from late August to mid-November. Indeed, counts of at least fifty were noted regularly from mid-
September to mid-October. Double figures were still apparent in early November but subsequently,
single figures were noted regularly from mid-November to the end of the year.

Subspecies... Unsurprisingly most of those identified to form were of the western breeding taxon
Phylloscopus collybita collybita (‘Western Common Chiffchaff’) but one of the Eastern breeding taxon
Phylloscopus collybita tristis (‘Siberian Chiffchaff’) was heard on the 13" December.

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus

National Rarity

Swannery status: No confirmed previous records.

All records: One was heard singing on the 14" May. It was unfortunately not seen but it's song was
recorded.

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and regular breeding summer visitor.

Summary...

Spring passage: The first of the year were heard on 11" April and single figures were then noted
regularly throughout the spring and summer.

Breeding: There were at least three singing males on territory in late spring/early summer and recently
fledged young were seen.

Autumn passage: Minor influxes of more than ten birds were noted in mid-August, with single figures
then noted regularly to the last of the year on 5" October.

Reed Warbler (Eurasian Reed Warbler) Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor.

Summary...

Spring passage: The first of the year were heard on 8™ April and there were then birds present virtually
daily throughout the rest of the spring and summer.

Breeding: As usual there were around 30 to 40 nesting territories, and many recently fledged young
were seen.

Autumn passage: There were several minor influxes in August and single figures were noted regularly
through September and early October. The last was noted on the 21t October.

Grasshopper Warbler (Common Grasshopper Warbler) Locustella naevia
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant that has bred.

All records:

Spring passage: One ‘reeling’ 16" April.

Autumn passage: One 17 August.

Blackcap (Eurasian Blackcap) Sylvia atricapilla

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, breeding summer visitor and scarce winter visitor.
Summary...

Spring Passage: The first of the year arrived 20" March. From the 30" March there were at least ten
birds present virtually daily throughout the rest of the spring and summer.

Breeding: At least five pairs were present.

Autumn passage: A minor influx was noted in early September and there were regular sightings until
4% October, with the last of the year noted on 27" October.



Garden Warbler Sylvia borin

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

All records:

Spring Passage: One 1%t May, two 6™ May, at least five 7" May.
Autumn passage: Two 13" August.

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant, uncommon breeding summer visitor.
All records: Two were heard on 24™ April and at least one 10™ May.

Breeding: Apart from the brief singing birds there was no evidence of nesting.
Autumn passage: One 30" August.

Whitethroat (Common Whitethroat) Sylvia communis

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and regular breeding summer visitor.

Summary...

Spring passage: The first of the year was noted 23™ April and there were then single figures seen, or
at least heard, regularly through the rest of the spring and summer, although ten or more were noted
6" May.

Breeding: A few pairs nested in the surrounding hedgerows and scrub.

Autumn passage: As the spring, unremarkable, with only single figures noted. The last of the year was
seen 9" September.

Firecrest (Common Firecrest) Regulus ignicapilla

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary...

Winter/spring: Singles were noted 8" January, 9" February, 17" February and 17" April.
Autumn/winter: Singles were noted 29" June and 7" July but one or two were present regularly from
late August to late September. Five or six were then noted regularly in October and November, with up
to three still in December.

Goldcrest Regulus regulus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary:

Winter/spring: Single figures were noted regularly from early January to early April.

Breeding: Apart from singing birds in early spring there was no evidence of nesting.

Autumn/winter: Singles were noted regularly from mid-June to late September, but a marked increase
was noted in October, with ten or more present all month and into November. Single figures were then
noted from mid-November to the year end.

Wren (Eurasian Wren) Troglodytes troglodytes
Swannery status: A common breeding resident.
Summary: Present throughout the year.

Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Nuthatch (Eurasian Nuthatch) Sitta europaea
Swannery status: A regular visitor that has bred.
Summary: Two were present 15t July and at least one was then noted regularly to the 4" October.

Treecreeper (Eurasian Treecreeper) Certhia familiaris

Swannery status: A common visitor & casual breeder.

Summary: Unusually there were very few reports all of which were in the autumn/winter and all from
the upper-grounds and adjacent Grove Lane.



Starling (Common Starling) Sturnus vulgaris

Swannery status: A common passage migrant & winter visitor. Formerly bred.

Summary...

Winter/spring: The regular roost held no more than around fifty in January and February, and this had
dropped to ten by March. The only spring records after March were of one 12" April and two 7" May.
Autumn/winter: The first returning post-breeding birds arrived in early June and a flock of between 10
and 100 roamed the area from late June to the end of the year. However, a roost of around 1,000
developed in October, peaking at 8,000 in November but dropping to around 500 in December.

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Single figures were noted throughout much of the year, but ten were present 215t November.
Breeding: There were two singing within the lower grounds and another in the adjacent Grove Lane
area, so breeding is presumed to have occurred.

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus

Swannery status: A common visitor & casual breeder.

Summary: Single figures seen through much of the year, although none were noted in June, August
and December.

Breeding: At least one pair nested in the near vicinity.

Redwing Turdus iliacus

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary...

Winter/spring: Singles figures were noted regularly from early January to 5" March, although at least
ten were present 81 January.

Autumn/winter: Singles figures were noted regularly from 30™ October to the end of December but
forty were present 215t November.

Blackbird (Common Blackbird) Turdus merula

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Single figures at least were noted throughout the year but ten at least were present on the
215t November.

Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary:

Winter/spring: One 16™ January; seven 9" March.

Autumn/winter: Singles figures were noted regularly from 4" November to 2" December (16 bird-
days) with a maximum of seven 4th November.

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and former breeder.

Summary:

Spring passage: One or two at least were seen regularly from 7" May to 27" June.

Breeding: A pair were on territory in May and June but no young were seen.

Autumn passage: The first three were seen 30" August and from one to five were noted on four dates
from 4™ and 28™ September (12 bird-days).

Robin (European Robin) Erithacus rubecula

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary: Present throughout the year.

Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
Swannery status: A scarce passage migrant.
All records: One was reported 6 August.



Redstart (Common Redstart) Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

All records:

Spring passage: One 11" April.

Autumn passage: Two 4" September.

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

Summary: Noted on seven dates from the 4" September to 11" October (12 bird-days), with at least
five present 17" September. Unusually none were reported in the spring.

Stonechat (European Stonechat) Saxicola rubicola

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor and uncommon breeding resident.
Summary: Single figures were seen regularly throughout the year but from ten to twenty were noted
17" and 24" September and 18" October.

Breeding: At least two pairs bred.

Wheatear (Northern Wheatear) Oenanthe oenanthe

Swannery status: A common passage migrant.

Summary...

Spring passage: From one to six were noted on nine dates between 18" March and 315t May but with
seventeen on 14" April (39 bird-days).

Autumn passage: The first of the autumn was seen 2" July but there were regular sightings of between
one and five from the 315 July to 10" October, with twenty to twenty-five were present on the 315! August
and 1t September ( 86 bird-days).

House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Swannery status: A common resident that breeds in the near vicinity.

Summary: Single figures were noted from early January through to early October, with most (but not
all) records coming from the cottage gardens of the adjacent Grove Lane.

Breeding: One pair nested at the adjacent Grove Lane.

Dunnock Prunella modularis

Swannery status: A common breeding resident.
Summary: Present throughout the year.
Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Yellow Wagtail (Western Yellow Wagtail) Motacilla flava

Swannery status: A common passage migrant.

Summary:

Spring passage: Singles were noted 1%, 24™ and 25" May.

Autumn passage: Following singles on the 22" June and 1%t July there were then regular sightings
from 215t July to 28" September. The regular roost held at least fifty from 17" August to 18" September,
with a peak of over two hundred from 315 August to 3" September.

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant, winter visitor and former breeding resident.
Summary...

Winter/spring: Unusually one 15" January was the only record.

Summer... Singles 12", 20" and 215t June.

Autumn/winter: There were regular sightings of between one and five from 28" August to the end of
the year.



Pied Wagtail (White Wagtail) Motacilla alba

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor and breeding resident.

Summary: Regularly encountered throughout the year.

Winter/spring: There was little evidence of the usual roost, but single figures at least were noted daily.
Breeding: At least one pair nested.

Autumn/winter: Regular overhead passage was noted from the early September to early November,
with a peak count of eighty east 29" September. A nightly roost of at least twenty was present from
mid-August to the end of the year.

Subspecies... Unsurprisingly most of those identified to form were of the British breeding taxon
Motacilla alba yarrellii (‘British Pied Wagtail’) but singles of the Icelandic and continental breeding
taxon Motacilla alba alba (‘European White Wagtail’) were noted on 17" April, 10" May, 22" June,
27" September and 11" October.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

Swannery status: A common passage migrant, winter visitor and now uncommon breeding resident.
Summary:

Winter/spring: A flock of around twenty roamed the vicinity from early January to late March.
Breeding: Several pairs bred on the periphery of the recording area on the slopes of both Chapel Hill
and Chesters Hill.

Autumn/winter: Nearly daily overhead passage was noted from early September to late October, with
a peak count of more than five hundred on 1% October. A flock of around twenty roamed the vicinity
throughout November and December.

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

Summary: There were no reports in the spring, but one or two were noted regularly from 16" August
to 28" September (9 bird-days)

Water Pipit Anthus petrosus
Swannery status: A rare passage migrant and winter visitor.
All records: One 19™ January.

Rock Pipit (European Rock Pipit) Anthus petrosus

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary...

Winter/spring: One or two were seen regularly from early January to 15" February.

Autumn/winter: The first returning bird was seen on 13" September and there were then regular
sightings of one to three to the end of the year.

Chaffinch (Common Chaffinch) Fringilla coelebs

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Present all year. Counts of over ten were all made in the autumn with twenty on the 27"
October, 122 on the 30" October, fifty on the 315t October and fifteen on the 11" November..
Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla
Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.
All records: One 26™ November.

Bullfinch (Eurasian Bullfinch) Pyrrhula pyrrhula

Swannery status: An uncommon breeding resident.

Summary: Present all year. At least two were recorded regularly from 14" March to 13" July and then
again from 3" October to the end of the year.

Breeding: One pair nested.



Greenfinch (European Greenfinch) Chloris chloris

Swannery status: A now uncommon breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
Summary: Single figures were seen regularly through much of the year.

Breeding: Some breeding behaviour was noted in the recording area and several pairs nested in the
near vicinity.

Linnet (Common Linnet) Carduelis cannabina

Swannery status: A common breeding resident and passage migrant.

Summary: Regularly encountered throughout much of the year. Counts of over fifty were recorded on
the 3™ October (60), 11™ October (200), and 30™ October (230).

Breeding: Several pairs nested in the periphery of the recording area.

Redpoll Cardelis flammea

Swannery status: A regular passage migrant.

Summary: One to three were noted on seven dates from 28" September to 3@ December (13 bird-
days).

Goldfinch (European Goldfinch) Carduelis carduelis

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Regularly encountered throughout much of the year. Counts of over thirty were recorded on
11 October (50), 26™ October (40), and 30" October (85).

Breeding: Several pairs nested.

Siskin (Eurasian Siskin) Cardelis spinus

Swannery status: A common passage migrant and regular winter visitor.

Summary:

Late winter/spring/summer: Singles were noted on seven dates from 19" January to 17" July (13
bird-days).

Autumn/early winter: Regular from 28" September to the end of the year (124 bird-days), with a peak
count of over fifty 30" October.

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra

Swannery status: Recently returning breeder and passage migrant.

Summary: Following the summer ‘recolonisation’ in 2021 of the adjacent Ditchmoor Meadows and
Chapel Hill slopes there were regular sightings of at least four from 215t May to 215t July.

Breeding: At least two, possibly three pairs were present, with food carrying noted and at least one
recently fledged juvenile seen.

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella
Swannery status: Now an uncommon passage migrant but formerly a common breeding resident.
All records: Singles were noted 17" July, 18" October and 27" November.

Reed Bunting (Common Reed Bunting) Emberiza schoeniclus

Swannery status: A common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.

Summary: Single figures, at least, were present all year, but counts of over ten included at least thirteen
16" April; thirty 4" October and twenty 30" October.

Breeding: Several pairs nested, and recently fledged young were seen.



