
CONSERVATION IN DORSET – AN OVERVIEW 
 
For some people, it felt as if 2024 was a pivotal moment for conservation, seeing a shift in 
emphasis away from nature reserves that have served a vital role in maintaining scarce 
habitats and species, to large-scale landscape recovery projects in which larger tracts of 
land can allow nature to recover, with additional benefits such as improvements in water 
quality, flood resistance, fishing and recreation. The joint BTO/Dorset Bird Club Conference 
in November 2024 showcased some excellent nature recovery projects in the county. And in 
2024, Dorset Bird Club launched its forward-looking strategy ‘Shaping the Future’ which also 
signalled a shift in our objectives and priorities, working more collaboratively with nature-
related partner organisations on conservation.  
 
In 2025, Dorset Council published its draft Local Nature Recovery Strategy, highlighting 15 
priority bird species for protection or potential translocation. The final Strategy is scheduled 
for publication in winter 2025. The 15 bird species may cause some surprise: they include 
Black Grouse for reintroduction as well as other reintroductions including Corncrake, Chough 
and Red-backed Shrike. A feasibility study by the Roy Dennis Foundation, National Trust, 
Birds of Poole Harbour and Natural England looking at the potential reintroduction into 
Purbeck of Choughs in the next one to two years has been submitted. 
 
Through nature recovery schemes such as those described at last year’s Conference there 
is real hope for recovery of some of our perilously depleted nature.  
 
2024 and 2025 have seen particularly rapid development of large-scale nature recovery 
projects across the county.  
 

 Arne Moors - construction of the Moors at Arne project has continued; the project will 
adapt 150 hectares of land into a diverse wetland habitat, creating a new wetland 
nature reserve by breaching existing tidal walls, allowing flooding to reach further 
inland. The scheme is jointly managed by the Environment Agency, RSPB and 
Natural England; breach of the existing tidal walls is planned to take place next 
autumn. Public paths will be created on the site, which currently has no existing 
public access. The RSPB will manage the site. 

 

 The Brit Valley Project, where West Dorset Wilding has facilitated a partnership of 
more than 50 farmers and landowners, with a combined area of around 4,000 
hectares, all interested in landscape-scale ecosystem restoration, aiming to make 
land-use changes such as creating wood pasture, species-rich grassland, wetlands 
and riverside woodlands. 

 

 Lyscombe, a major land acquisition of 335 hectares by DWT, 10 miles north-east of 
Dorchester. The landscape includes chalk downland, scrub, wildflower meadows and 
ancient woodlands and presents an opportunity to enhance the habitat through 
natural regeneration techniques blended with traditional conservation management. It 
will also reduce pollution in Poole Harbour. 
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 Middle Farm, Higher Kingcombe, which Dorset Council agreed to buy and change its 
use to woodland or rewilded land in order to reduce harmful nutrients flowing from 
the farm into watercourses. The site is adjacent to Kingcombe Meadows DWT. 

 

 River Allen Landscape Recovery, a major nature recovery project to restore the 
entire River Allen system to a natural state through a landowner-led scheme covering 
1,400 hectares. 
 

 The Ferals Farm, land that is currently being rewilded by its owners, in the heart of 
Dorset near Tarrant Crawford. 

 

 The Wareham Arc, an ambitious and collaborative nature recovery project, bringing 
together over 25 landowners and managers to restore a mosaic of priority habitats, 
support local farms and businesses, and improve opportunities for nature connection 
for local people. Changes will include river restoration, bigger and better-connected 
heathlands, more native trees growing along rivers and in farmed fields, the removal 
of vast areas of Rhododendron, public access improvements and more nature-
focused events and education on offer. The project will also reduce the amount of 
harmful nutrients entering Poole Harbour. 

 

 The natural recovery of land at Wild Woodbury DWT continued at pace, with a 40% 
increase in biodiversity since acquisition, including Tree Pipits which bred there for 
the first time. Skylark pairs increased from two at the start of the project to 50 in 
2024. 

 



 Dorset Wildlife Trust set up a Species Survival Fund, using government funding to 
create and revitalise over 500 hectares of habitats across 18 sites in Dorset, 
including Brownsea Lagoon. The project will restore meadows, woodlands, wetlands, 
and orchards and create wood pasture, grasslands, and ponds. 

 
Smaller scale schemes seem to be burgeoning everywhere, such as the creation of wetland 
habitat at the Countryside Regeneration Trust’s Bere Marsh Farm and at the Woodsford 
Quarry and nearby Warmwell Cressbeds, now disused. 


