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Vis-mig, Hen Harriers, Club News, Bird News, Our volunteers and 65 years of Dorset birding.

Welcome
Welcome to our third e-Bulletin. It was great to see a good number of Members at our recent AGM and to hear the

excellent talk by Dorset Nightjar Study Group. An article on the meeting and a link to the essential documentation

can be found in Club News.

The highlight of the month was news that White-tailed Eagle pair have bred in the county, raising the first Dorset

 chick in 240 years. Read all about it.

As we enter autumn, many millions of birds are on the move. In this edition, Geoff Upton shares some tips about

how and where to enjoy visible migration in Dorset.

We hope that you enjoy this e-Bulletin; please update us if you change your email address and let us have your

feedback.

https://mailchi.mp/fb758929b921/dorset-bird-club-e-bulletin-3329074?e=ca7242d9ae
https://dorsetbirds.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0491d807271666380be5425d5&id=f36a43b395&e=ca7242d9ae
mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.co.uk?subject=&body=
mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.co.uk?subject=&body=


The Dorset eagle chick, which is a male, aged 5.5 weeks, with its mother, G466. © Tim Mackrill

Bird News  July- August 2025

Pectoral Sandpiper, Lodmoor © Phil Cheeseman Yellow-legged Gull, Ferrybridge © Pete Saunders

July



A White Stork flew along the Piddle Valley on 4th. Numbers of Balearic Shearwaters passing Portland Bill picked

up during the month, with 113 on 21st, accompanied by single Sooty Shearwaters on 6th and 20th, and a Cory’s

Shearwater passed Durlston Head on 15th. At Abbotsbury Swannery, the up to 3 first-summer Little Gulls

remained from June until 28th. A Bittern at Morden Bog on 12th was an unusual occurrence, presumably a very

early returning migrant. A Purple Heron was seen in flight at Little Sea, Studland, on the morning of 14th and

remained there, although not always on view, until 26th. Wader migration picked up, with 29 Green Sandpipers at

Lytchett Bay on 20th, a Curlew Sandpiper at Ferrybridge on 20th, and Wood Sandpipers at Lodmoor from 21st,

increasing to 2 from 25th and 3 on 31st, while Abbotsbury Swannery recorded 5 Wood Sandpipers on 23rd. We

had a few surprises in the second half of the month, with Lodmoor producing a short-staying Pectoral Sandpiper

and an almost equally brief but close encounter with a Black Tern, both on 22nd; while at Longham Lakes, a

photographer captured some unmistakeable images of a Caspian Tern on 25th, seen only by her. A Little Stint was

at Ferrybridge on 26th. Gull enthusiasts look out for juveniles at this time of year, particularly scarcer ones such as

Yellow-legged Gull, with several at Portland from mid-month and one at Silverlake on 27th.

On the landbird side, there were several records of Quail during the month, including calling birds in the Tarrant

Rushton area, and a bird heard flying over Litton Cheney on 8th; as the reporter said, without doubt the best record

he’d had from bed! Passerine migration in July is sometimes stronger than we realise, because so much of it lurks

in low vegetation. However, the trapping of 44 Grasshopper Warblers in the Lower Piddle Valley on 17th and 18th

suggests how widespread these skulkers can be. 57 Willow Warblers recorded in the Stanpit area on 28th also

indicate the volume of early autumn migration for that species. A Chough at Burton Bradstock on 26th and

between Thorncombe Beacon and Seatown from 27th to 29th was the second of the year in west Dorset, after no

records in the county in 2024. It, or another Chough flew over Portland on 30th, and on the same day a Black Kite

flew over the Observatory.

Red-billed Chough, Eype Down © James Leaver Juvenile Purple Heron, Little Sea, Studland © Ian

Parsons

August

Up to 2 Wood Sandpipers remained at Lodmoor until 12th. The Little Gulls at Abbotsbury Swannery (up to 3) still

put in appearances until 9th, and larid enthusiasts scoured the Herring Gulls for hidden treasures, with particular

success at Portland Bill, where up to 5 juvenile Yellow-legged Gulls were present most days, and at Arne Moors

where 14 were counted on 17th. A Lesser Yellowlegs made a frustratingly brief visit to Stanpit Marsh on 11th. An

eclipse-plumaged drake Garganey arrived at Radipole Lake on 10th, staying to 16th at least. So far, it’s not been a

classic year for Balearic Shearwaters passing Portland Bill but 105 on 15th was a decent count. Spoonbill

numbers reached 34 on Brownsea Island on 18th. There was encouraging news of some of Dorset’s special



breeding birds: 60+ Little Tern nests at Ferrybridge, with 36 fledglings in July, also 7 Ringed Plover nests there

with 7 chicks; the Osprey pair at the Carey Estate fledged 4 young once again; and a pair of White-tailed Eagles

from the reintroduction programme bred in Dorset, raising a single chick, the first in the county for over 240 years.

Passerine migration picked up in the first half of August, with a range of species widely reported including Pied

Flycatchers, Redstarts, Whinchats, Wheatears, Tree Pipits and Yellow Wagtails. A Melodious Warbler was trapped

and ringed at PBO on 5th, swiftly followed by a second on 9th. A Hooded Crow reported from Stanpit Bight on 15th

was probably a migrant from northern or eastern Europe.

The month ended with a flourish with Wrynecks at PBO on 20th and 25th, at Winterborne Stickland on 20th, at

Sugar Hill (Wareham Forest) from 22nd to 25th, at Cucknowle on 23rd and at Carey on 30th.  A Temminck’s Stint

flew over Abbotsbury Swannery on 22nd.  What was presumably the same juvenile Purple Heron seen in July

around Little Sea was also at Swineham Point on 20th and 22nd and at Stanpit Marsh on 30th. The 24th was an

excellent day with a Black Kite near Morden Bog, Icterine and Barred Warblers trapped and ringed at Durlston and

PBO respectively and a Caspian Gull at West Bexington. A flock of 55 White Storks passed over Dorchester on

25th; a Caspian Gull was at Culverwell on 28th with one at Abbotsbury Swannery on 31st. Very windy weather on

the last weekend of the month brought a juvenile Sabine’s Gull to Cogden Beach, a Long-tailed Skua to Ferrybridge

and 2 Grey Phalaropes to Abbotsbury, all on 31st.

.

Melodious Warbler, Portland © Martin Cade Barred Warbler, Portland © Martin Cade

Vis Mig Watching - How to do it

We're very lucky in Dorset to be able to enjoy one of the biggest thrills in the annual birding calendar. People travel

hundreds of miles to witness the famed autumn migration spectacles in Cape May (New Jersey), Gibraltar, Batumi

(Georgia) and such places but we can experience some of that magic every year right here in Dorset. Migration routes

in Britain take birds mainly along coastlines or major rivers and Dorset’s varied coastline and south coast location



provide excellent opportunities for 'vis-mig' watching. In fact, it’s one of the best counties in the UK. It's a rather

different approach compared to what most birdwatchers are used to. As with seawatching, it usually involves staying

in one place but for vis-mig you need mainly to listen rather than look. Geoff Upton provides advice on when, where,

how, what you can expect to see, some theories as to what’s happening, how to learn the necessary skills, what the

numbers might be telling us and how you can record your observations.

Read More

Jackdaws migrating over Portland Bill © Martin Cade

Local Birding

Hen Harrier Roost Survey – Appeal for Volunteers

The Hen Harrier Winter Roost Survey has been undertaken in Dorset since 1984. The current organiser, Martin

Wood, would like to ensure that all known potential Hen Harrier winter roost sites are monitored. Martin is always

looking for volunteers and has a couple of historical sites that he would like to have watched again to see if any

Hen Harriers are using them again. If anyone is interested in volunteering, all that is required is to arrive at a

suitable watch point an hour to two hours before sunset on a coordinated count date. Counts take place on the

third Sunday every month from October to March, usually in the late afternoon/evening but sometimes early in the

morning. Martin will provide the necessary forms (very easy to fill in) for the input of data and has offered to come

along on the first couple of watches if anyone feels that they need some training on how to watch roosting Hen

Harriers. If anyone is interested in helping out, please contact Martin at martinwood64@outlook.com or on

07881857669 (outside of working hours).

https://dorsetbirds.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0491d807271666380be5425d5&id=b86e4cca33&e=ca7242d9ae
mailto:martinwood64@outlook.com


Martin describes the survey in more details and analyses data from 1984/85 to 2023/24 at an undisclosed winter

roost site in Dorset.

Read More

Hen Harrier © Mark Wright

Silverlake 20th and 21st September

Dorchester Bird Group is arranging another Big Weekend at Silverlake for Saturday 20th/Sunday 21st September

and anyone interested is very welcome to come along. As on previous Big Weekends, the idea is to flood the site

with birdwatchers and see how many species we can find between us over the weekend. This time last year, the

Group had an epic weekend with good birds including Osprey, Wood Sandpiper, Wheatear and Whinchat as well as

Dartford Warblers and Woodlarks, which are reliable here. You can go wherever you like, whenever you like, and

cover surrounding areas too if you wish. Information on good sightings is shared live through a dedicated

WhatsApp group, and also by sending in bird lists or entering on BirdTrack or eBird.

On Sunday morning (21st September), the Dorchester Bird Group and Dorset Bird Club will also be providing free

organised bird i.d. walks open to anyone. Walks will all commence at the main car park. Booking for the walks will

be essential. Watch out for a post about them on Dorchester Bird Group's Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1240872289972524/?ref=share

Club News

AGM and Nightjar Talk

The Club held its 37th AGM at the Allendale Centre, Wimborne on Thursday 31st July. The Minutes, the Chair’s

Report, the Accounts and the presentation made by the Treasurer are available at the link below.  After the AGM,

https://dorsetbirds.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0491d807271666380be5425d5&id=adda4b9d3a&e=ca7242d9ae
https://dorsetbirds.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0491d807271666380be5425d5&id=c17f3fe3ee&e=ca7242d9ae


Terry Elborn and Brian Cresswell of the Dorset Nightjar Study Group presented an excellent talk on their findings

studying the Nightjar’s of Dorset’s urban heathlands - On a wing and a chur – tracking Nightjar adventures. 

AGM Minutes and documentation

Membership fees

Please check your membership payment rate

In January 2024, annual membership fees were raised from £15 to £20; this was the first increase in over twenty

years. Unfortunately, two years later, more than 70 Members are still paying at the old rate. As you can imagine,

this is now having a significant effect on the Club's finances and our ability to balance the books and fund local

conservation projects. In addition to lost revenue, we have also had the costs of mailing out reminders and extra

work for the Membership Secretary and Treasurer. Could we please politely ask everyone to check that they are

paying at the correct rate and if not, to please remedy it. The Club does not have access to the Direct Debit system

(because of the associated costs) and therefore we cannot make changes to your payments. We have a button on

the Club's website to enable you to make a 'catch-up' donation of £5 or £10 (one or two years of missing fees) if

you so wish. Thank you.

Donation to the Conservation Fund

In July, a local birdwatcher, Joe Gabbott, contacted the Club to ask about the support that we give to local projects

through our Conservation Fund. We reported two donations in the first half of 2025 - £220 to the Poole Park

Greylag Goose Study and £200 to Wimborne Swifts. Joe indicated that he wished to support such projects through

his company’s Foundation. He works for Forvis Mazars, an international professional services company with an

office in Poole. An application was made to the Foundation and we were delighted to receive a donation of £500

for the Club. We will use this as part of our Conservation Fund, supporting local bird-related conservation

initiatives.

Your Club needs you

Volunteering for the Club can be hugely rewarding. In order to sustain the progress we are making, we need more

help. We’d welcome help in all areas of our work. If you are a keen birder and want to make a bird related

contribution we have opportunities. If you have professional skills that you would like to apply to sustaining our

charity then we would love to hear from you. IT, web, communication and administrative skills can all help us.

If you would like to know more please get in touch.

Upcoming Events

South West Lakes Trust 25th Year Celebration Open Day, Longham Lakes, 20th September 10.00-1600. Features

bird walks led by Dorset Bird Club. Entry is free, but booking events is required on the day.

RSPB Arne Bird Festival, 5th-6th October. The weekend will feature expert talks, guided walks to the saline lagoon

at Arne (which is normally not accessible to visitors) plus Jack Baddams from BBC Springwatch will be giving a

talk, leading a walk on both Saturday and Sunday and signing copies of his book. There will be a total of four

guided walks and six to seven speakers over the weekend including from Birds of Poole Harbour, Dorset Bird Club,

https://dorsetbirds.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0491d807271666380be5425d5&id=fb5ef0a312&e=ca7242d9ae
mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.co.uk?subject=&body=


Kier (Arne Moors project), RSPB and Wareham Arc project. Normal admission to Arne will apply, there is no

additional charge for visitors who would like to attend a talk (not Jack’s) but the guided walks need to be booked

in advance. Book a place on a guided walk - RSPB Events for more information or email arne@rspb.org.uk. Jol

Mitchell will be presenting a talk on how the Club makes a contribution to Nature’s recovery through the Bird

Report and the Conservation Fund.

Planet Wimborne Green Festival, 11th-18th October. Involves a talk by George Green on ‘Wonderful Wildlife of

Wimborne’ on 16th October at 2000 (entry free but needs to be pre-booked) and stalls on Minster Green.

Young Persons BTO Conference, Bournemouth University, 22nd November.

Our Volunteers

Meet Jackie Hull

Tell us about what you do for the Club

I help with the Dorset Bird News Blog, updating the sightings for the day of birds seen in Dorset.  We know that this

is a very popular page for local and visiting birders in Dorset so we take news reported to the Club and from Social

Media and platforms like Bird Guides.

Jackie Hull

Tell us a bit about yourself

https://dorsetbirds.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0491d807271666380be5425d5&id=3f21bbb7f9&e=ca7242d9ae
mailto:arne@rspb.org.uk


I moved to Dorset in 1986 just as the (New) Dorset Bird Club started and was one of its first members.  I started

volunteering for the Poole RSPB group and ran the outdoor meetings and with Nick, my husband who I met on

moving here, we ran the YOC (Young Ornithologist Club) for the RSPB.    I later took on the role of Editor of the

Dorset Bird Report before becoming Chairman of the Dorset Bird Club which I did for four years. I ran birdwatching

classes with the Ringwood and Poole Adult Education which led to setting up my company Two Owls Birding,

taking people out on day trips and tours in the UK and France. I retired in 2020 just before lockdown. Because of

an accident, I now have mobility problems and you may see me out birding using an all-terrain mobility scooter.

Tell us about a special birding memory

We have been visiting Normandy, France for many years. One special memory is a migration watch by Mont-St-

Michel bay in October 2019.  As we arrived, finches were already moving - Chaffinch were streaming over with

Brambling, Greenfinch, a few thrushes including Ring Ouzel.   Skylarks came through along with Wood Lark,

Starlings and Jackdaws, lesser numbers of Goldfinch, Linnet and then ‘tzick’ of Hawfinch. Great and Blue Tits

came through in small groups dropping like stones and pitching up on the cliff top bushes, plus Goldcrest, alba

wagtails and a few migrant raptors like Merlin and Sparrowhawk. It was whilst counting that we became aware of

the background noise from offshore, we looked to see some 3,000+ Common Scoter scattered across the bay, an

amazing sight and sound while we ate lunch.  We returned earlier the next morning and doubled our previous day’s

total, our second day totalled 8,065 birds of 35 migrant species

65 years of Dorset Birding by John Boys

My earliest relevant memory was a school trip from Wiltshire in winter 1951/2 when the highlight was a Glaucous

Gull on Poole Quay, lured to the street lights by ham sandwiches! My teaching career in Dorset began in 1958

though there had been occasional day visits to Poole Harbour and Portland from home in Hampshire. Almost at

once, I was co-opted onto the DFOG (deefog) Committee led by Dr. Ken Rooke of Cranborne, Dr. John Ash of The

Game Conservancy at Fordingbridge, Arthur Bull of Bryanston, John Follett of Parkstone, with many more including

Helen Brotherton, Angela Hughes, Mick Shepherd and David Godfrey as leading members. Our main task was the

production of the Annual Report as a supplement of the Dorset Natural History & Archaeological Society

Proceedings. Records of rarities were circulated by post, each committee member writing a comment. Portland



Bird Observatory in its mid-1950s infancy was housed at the radio station and then in a cave in the cliffs near

Southwell. In about 1959/60, I wrote articles about Cirl Buntings and Corn Buntings, then locally common in many

parts of the County.

In 1960/1, Helen Brotherton acquired the Old Lower Light and the Obs proper was launched. I was present when

Peter Scott painted those Long-tailed Ducks. Mildred Crosby, whose portrait is nearby, was a great coordinator of

young Weymouth birders like schoolboy Martin Cade! I knew all the Wardens but for me the best remembered is

Frank Clafton. During the 1960s, the Committee of DFOG often met at the Canford Cliffs home of Helen

Brotherton's parents. Dorset was home to a few internationally known ornithologists such as Wilfred and Horace

Alexander and K.D. Smith. I personally edited the Annual Report several times in the 1970s; all done using a

typewriter with the records mainly received on yellow forms. I had to get the script to the printers, Pitfield of

Dorchester, before the summer term started, once taking the whole lot to the Dordogne with my young family in

the legendary black tin boxes. In those days, the Report was much smaller than it is today but it was still hard

work!

In 1962, Rev. George Moule of Damerham published a slender summary of Dorset birds, the first since the last one

from the Rev. F.L. Blathwayt in 1945. Shortly after its inauguration, I took on responsibility for the 1968-1972 BTO

Atlas in Dorset. We achieved remarkable coverage by 10 km squares, and the results are shown in the 1983 book

(see below). Here are some shocking samples showing the number of squares for proved or probable breeding at

that time: Grey Partridge 32, Lapwing 30, Curlew 15, Redshank 14, Turtle Dove 28, Cuckoo 34, Barn Owl 29, Yellow

Wagtail 9, Nightingale 31, Grasshopper Warbler 35, Spotted Flycatcher 33, Willow Tit 22, Tree Sparrow 16 and

Dipper 12. Of course, we have gained some species which were then rare visitors: Little Egret, Mediterranean Gull,

Red Kite, while others have increased markedly: Peregrine, Sandwich Tern and Raven. I well remember driving to

Swanage to see Dorset's first Collared Doves! Migrant and wintering species have also come and gone in the last

60 years. The chance of seeing Twite, Snow Bunting, Shore Lark, Tree Sparrow were then quite good, but not

Spoonbill, Cattle Egret, Avocet etc. In 1972, I published a more substantial and annotated Revised List of Dorset

Birds. I met my future but now deceased wife Kate through the Atlas; I had to chase her up for poor coverage of a

square in west Dorset! She was a good birder, joining in many overseas trips, and I remember it was she who

found the White-winged Tern at Longham.

The 1960s was an important period for Dorset conservation with the foundation of the (now) Wildlife Trust in

1961, and the adoption by the RSPB of Radipole Lake, Lodmoor, and Arne. The acquisition of Brownsea Island also

in 1961 by the National Trust and the subsequent sharing with the Wildlife Trust made a huge difference, as did

English Nature on Studland.

I was never an out-of-county twitcher but in the early years I tried to see what turned up in the County: Brown

Thrasher, Wallcreeper, Desert Warbler, Forster'sTern, Fan-tailed Warbler (Zitting Cisticola), Ross's Gull, Pied-billed

Grebe, Black-winged Stilt, Sociable Plover, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, American Robin and Isabelline Shrike. In the

1950s/1960s, I was an active member of CHOG, but that was in Hampshire until April 1974.

In the early 1980s, Evelyn Prendegast and I set about producing the first proper Dorset bird book since Mansell-

Pleydel 1888. I did the systematic list, building on my 1972 efforts. Evelyn persuaded several friends to write

chapters based mainly on habitats, but his own chapter on the history of Dorset ornithology I still find a fascinating

read. In some respects, it was not a great book - no colour pictures and the publishers restricted our intentions.

Like all such bird books, it was soon out of date and was replaced by George Green's much bigger and better

volume in 2004.

During the 1980s, there was a strong movement led by Mark Constantine and others wishing to free us from the

shackles of the D.N.H.& A.S. I was Chairman at the time and had to negotiate this separation and I am eternally

grateful for the consideration received from the Museum hierarchy, particularly Roger Peers and Maureen Samuel

(Keats). The (New) Dorset Bird Club has been running in its present form for some 38 years and I leave it to others

to tell its story. However, I remained on the Committee, sometimes as Minutes Secretary, meeting usually at Hugo

Wood-Homer's house until about 2000 when I was granted Honorary Life Membership. For several years after my

retirement from teaching in 1991, I used to drive all round the western half of Dorset delivering bundles of

Newsletters and Reports to several distribution points, having first collected them from Creed the printers. Since

retirement in 1991, I have birded overseas in all continents but increasingly less energetically in Dorset. So many



inland sites have lost so many wonderful species while the popular coastal sites have become too busy with more

and more expensive car parks etc. Depressing ! - apart from the occasional rarity.

I apologise for any mis-statements and omissions, and indeed for inflicting this personal story on its readers, but I

think it is helpful to keep the history alive.
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