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Nature’s Recovery, Club News, Bird News, Local birding, Our volunteers

Welcome

Welcome to our latest e-Bulletin. Would you believe it's already a year since our well-received and uplifting
Conference celebrating Nature’s Recovery. In this issue, we revisit this important topic and delve deeper into

current developments and opportunities.

Behind the scenes, our extensive and enthusiastic team of volunteers have been working hard to bring you the
Dorset Bird Report 2024, which is almost at the printers. By way of a taster, we include the front cover below.
We hope that you enjoy this e-Bulletin; please update us if you change your email address and let us have your

feedback.

Dorset
Bird Report
2024

Dorset Bird Club

Published December 2025

The Dorset Bird Report 2024, hopefully hitting Members’ doorsteps around Christmas.

Bird News September - October 2025

https://us2.campaign-archive.com/?u=0491d807271666380be5425d5&id=b9c2f15fab&e=ca7242d9ae 1/8


https://mailchi.mp/622b93c46166/dorset-bird-club-e-bulletin-3329414?e=ca7242d9ae
mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.co.uk?subject=&body=
mailto:admin@dorsetbirds.co.uk?subject=&body=
http://eepurl.com/jbsoWE
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=0491d807271666380be5425d5&id=a1c047435d
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=0491d807271666380be5425d5&id=a1c047435d
javascript:;

11/1/25, 8:18 PM

Subscribe

Past Issues

Dorset Bird Club e-Bulletin #4

Fea’s-type Petrel, Portland Bill © Martin Cade

Glossy Ibis, Lodmoor © Graham Jaggard.

A very productive period during which three species This species is enjoying a record year in the UK.
were recorded in the county for the first time. This This bird, ringed in Coto Donana, Spain, in August
was the first. gives us good information about their origin.
September

The Forster’s Tern, which had last been seen in Poole Harbour in late April, returned to its favourite spot at
Shipstal Point, Arne, on 1st and was seen again off Rockley/Ham Common on 21st. A nicely timed blow on 1st and
2nd brought some good seabirds to our coast, including a Fea’s-type Petrel — potentially a first for the county but
very difficult to identify to species level without close scrutiny - past Portland Bill on 1st, then a Cory’s Shearwater
and 2 Long-tailed Skuas past there on 2nd, with a Leach’s Petrel at Chesil Cove and a Grey Phalarope at
Abbotsbury Swannery also on 2nd. Dorset benefitted from a large national arrival of Glossy Ibises at the start of
the month, with sightings, mostly of singles, at Arne Moors, Bog Lane (6 on 13th), Dorchester, Ferrybridge,
Hengistbury Head, Lodmoor (5 on 8th), RSPB Lytchett Fields (5 on 8th-9th, 9 on 26th), Middlebere, Sopley
Common, Stanpit Marsh, Swineham (6 on 20th), The Fleet (Cuttcleaves Cove) and Wareham bypass (5); in
addition, an exceptional flock of 15-20 moved north along the East Cliff at Portland on 6th and another of 10 flew
past offshore at Abbotsbury on 23rd. More windy weather from 8th to 12th pushed single Sabine’s Gulls close
into Chesil Cove, Portland Bill and West Bay; a Grey Phalarope was at Rodden Hive on 12th. There was also a
Grey Phalarope well inland at Sherborne Lake on 13th. More Grey Phalaropes arrived in another bout of
unsettled weather, with 1 off Hengistbury Head on 15th and 2 in Chesil Cove on 17th starting an assembly there
which grew to 6 on 18th. A Dotterel flew over Portland Bill on 19th and first-winter Caspian Gulls were found at
Abbotsbury Swannery, East Fleet (2 on 20th), Ferrybridge, Portland Bill and West Bexington. Spoonbill numbers
at Brownsea Island climbed to 75 on 20th then reached a peak of 108 on 28th, a county record at the time. Little
Stints and Curlew Sandpipers were at various sites in small numbers, with good counts of 9 Curlew Sandpipers
at Brownsea Lagoon on 19th and 6 Little Stints at Ferrybridge on 20th. A strong movement of Kittiwakes past
Portland Bill on 21st involved 2,500 in two hours after dawn. A surprise Pink-footed Goose turned up at
Abbotsbury Swannery on 24th, staying to 25th; an even bigger surprise was a Little Bittern sound-recorded over
Southdown Road, Weymouth, on 27th.

The month’s supply of landbirds included more good rarities, starting with an Aquatic Warbler trapped and ringed
at the Carey Estate on 2nd. A Dipper first noted at Kingston Maurward, Dorchester, on 3rd was still there on 11th.
An Ortolan Bunting was heard over Portland Bill on 7th, and on 8th a Booted Warbler was trapped and ringed
there, showing quite well in the Observatory quarry for some of the afternoon. Another Wryneck was found at
Lodmoor on 1st and yet another there on 13th, with further individuals at Stoborough Heath on 5th, Beaminster
(unfortunately deceased) on 19th, Brownsea Island on 8th, Arne on 11th and 18th, Durlston on 24th and Silverlake
on 21st, as well as several during the month on Portland. A presumed Grey-headed Wagtail was photographed at
Littlesea, The Fleet, on 15th. A Hoopoe was at Swanage on 18th and 19th and more birding glory came to
Portland Bird Observatory in the form of an Alpine Swift heading north on 21st. Strong movements of hirundines
were noticeable on 21st and 22nd, with thousands of Swallows and House Martins recorded moving northwards
into a north-easterly wind at Ringstead Bay, Portland Bill, Silverlake, Durlston CP and elsewhere, accompanied
conspicuously by Meadow Pipits, Chiffchaffs and Siskins, of which 605 passed over Poole Harbour mouth on
22nd and 723 over Ballard Down on 25th, along with 62 Crossbills. The first Merlins of the autumn put in
appearances at Wild Woodbury on 18th, Hartland Moor on 19th and Durlston CP on 22nd. A Siberian Lesser
Whitethroat was trapped and ringed at PBO on 28th and the rarity-rich month finished with a dramatic flourish: a
Yellow-browed Bunting was trapped and ringed at Abbotsbury Swannery on 29th — the first for Dorset and only
the 7th for Great Britain.
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Aquatic Warbler, Carey Estate © Ed Betteridge Booted Warbler, Portland Bill © Martin Cade
One of four reported in the UK this autumn. The first Dorset record for 23 years.
October

Glossy Ibises continued to feature in reports, with singles at Arne Moors, Lodmoor, Moonfleet, Mudeford Quay,
Stanpit Marsh, and Stoborough Heath with good counts of 9 over Swineham on 12th and 11 in Wareham Channel
on 19th. A Whooper Swan was in Christchurch Harbour on 5th and the next day 6 Whooper Swans flew past
West Bexington and West Bay. Eight were on The Fleet on 25th. A juvenile Pink-footed Goose appeared at
Silverlake on 1st, still present on 2nd, then 2 adult Pink-footed Geese were there from 6th to 9th, returning
(assuming the same birds) on 20th. They may have been the birds seen on Arne Moors on 26th. 2,550 Canada
Geese were at Silverlake on 11th - yet another county record-breaking count. With 399 Greylag Geese counted
the next day, the site clearly has its attractions for geese in the autumn. Spoonbill numbers in Poole Harbour
continued to climb early on, with 116 on Brownsea Lagoon on 3rd — certainly a county record and believed also to
be a UK record. The hit-and-miss Forster’s Tern was spotted from a Bird Boat in Wareham Channel on 3rd and a
juvenile Long-tailed Skua flew past Portland Bill on 4th. Curlew Sandpipers continued in good numbers, with 8
at Middlebere on 3rd and 7 there on 4th and 8th. Little Stints, however, were less abundant with just 1 reported —
at Stanpit Marsh on 5th, while Spotted Redshanks did better with 5 at Lytchett Fields from 8th to 10th. A
watchable first-winter Caspian Gull was at Lodmoor on 5th and others were found elsewhere, especially in the
field at near PBO - still a difficult bird to find and identify, although set to increase as they spread across the UK. 2
Cranes flew over Abbotsbury on 9th, then over Portland and Weymouth, and were still around Portland Harbour
on 10th. On 14th another great rarity arrived — a Baikal Teal at Abbotsbury Swannery - another first for Dorset. It
was not in resplendent male breeding plumage, but an exciting bird nonetheless and it obliged by staying until at
least 31st; the Swannery is now closed for the winter. 6 Stone-curlews were at Portland on 15th and 1 arrived at

Lodmoor on 16th, allowing good views for patch watchers and visitors.

A Wryneck was photographed in a Portesham garden on 1st and there were more at Hengistbury Head (1st and
2nd) and on Portland (several dates). The Siberian Lesser Whitethroat remained at Portland Bill until the 2nd.
The were some excellent visible migration counts during the month, for example 1,124 Meadow Pipits, 1,325
Linnets, 719 Siskins and 49 Crossbills at West Bay on 6th and 235 Redpolls over Christchurch Harbour on
11th. A Richard’s Pipit went over West Bay on 7th and a Lapland Bunting over Durlston Head on 13th.
Crossbills were recorded in excellent numbers on migration watches, including 96 over Durlston Head on 12th,
and 159 over Hengistbury Head on 13th. A juvenile Red-backed Shrike turned up at Portland Bill on 13th, still
present on 14th. It wasn’'t a good autumn for Yellow-browed Warblers, so singles at Durlston Head and
Hengistbury Head on 7th were particularly welcome, with 2 more at Portland Bill on 13th. Further birds were at
Durlston from 22nd to 23rd, at Wyke Regis on 23rd, at Arne on 26th and Christchurch Harbour on 30th. Portland
also attracted a Red-breasted Flycatcher and a Radde’s Warbler on 18th. The flycatcher remained until 20th. A
Little Bunting was trapped at East Fleet on 22nd. A Bittern was at Swineham GPs on 23rd.

Birds moving in the last ten days of the month included a Little Auk past Portland Bill om 20th, 4 Tree Sparrows
over Durlston on 23rd, 2 Cranes over Radipole Lake on 25th, a Richard’s Pipit over Portland Bill on 26th and 1
along the coast at West Bay on 30th. A Woodpigeon movement on 27th involved 20,100 birds over West Bay and
10,000 over Hengistbury. In Purbeck, a Grey Phalarope was reported in Shell Bay on 29th, a Bee-eater was over
Durlston on 30th and a Snow Bunting appeared on Studland Beach on 30th, also present the next day. A Pallas’s

Warbler was at The Hump, Portland on 31st.
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Yellow-browed Bunting, Abbotsbury © Joe Stockwell Baikal Teal (centre), Abbotsbury © Joe Stockwell
You would not have found this first for Dorset on Not content with adding one new species to the
many birders’ predictions list! Dorset list, Abbotsbury followed up quickly with a

second.

Nature’s Recovery in Dorset: One Year on from the
2024 Dorset Bird Club/BTO Conference

The Nature’s Recovery in Dorset Conference held in Wimborne in November 2024 focused on a new approach to

conservation involving landscape-scale projects to allow nature to recover.
If you weren'’t able to attend or would appreciate a reminder of what happened at this hugely informative and uplifting

day:

Read More

In this e-Bulletin, we've asked lan Alexander of Natural England, who chaired the morning session, and Mya
Bambrick of Birds of Poole Harbour, who introduced the event and presented on ‘Inspiring the Next Generation’, to

give their personal reflections on the Conference and on Nature’s Recovery in Dorset.

lan reviews the journey which led us to this point and in his thought provoking paper notes that whilst
conservationists have scored a number of successes.... “every time we stand back and look at the bigger picture
the situation has got worse and the pace of decline is showing no sign of slacking. Why is that, when we put so

much effort into conserving wild nature?”
Read More

Mya’s article describes how the next generation can be inspired — they are the future of nature’s recovery. An

uplifting story demonstrating how positive change can occur quickly over a short period of time.
Read More

Finally, Geoff Upton provides an overview of ongoing landscape projects in Dorset. How many of these major
landscape-scale projects were you aware of? Like us, you will probably be surprised. Dorset is at the forefront of

Nature’s Recovery.

Read More
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Lyscombe DWT © James Burland

Local Birding

How to set up a local bird group

As we all know, Dorset is a diverse county in terms of habitats with an uneven distribution of its population. An
examination of Dorset Bird Reports demonstrates that the majority of bird records come from a small number of
nature reserves and hotspots, many of which are near the coast. This is also reflected in the sub-county
organisations and groups which are an important feature of our local birdwatching scene. Christchurch Harbour
Ornithological Group, Portland Bird Observatory, Birds of Poole Harbour, RSPB reserves, Abbotsbury Swannery

are all in the south of the county.

However, there is so much more to Dorset birding than these leading locations. There are also many passionate
birdwatchers keenly observing areas in the less high-profile parts of the county. For most of us, sharing our

sightings, and meeting like-minded people in the field, is an important part of our hobby.
In this fascinating article, a group of birders based around Dorchester describe how they came together to form a

local bird group. They “wanted something that was part social, part surveying, part conservation, and always part
fun.”

Read More

Dorset Bird Club encourages the creation of local groups such as those in Dorchester and Bridport. We actively
seek to partner with all conservation and birdwatching groups across the county and support their activities. If you

are interested in setting up a group in your area, we would be pleased to talk to you and offer support.
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Ross’s Gull, Dorchester 2023 © Peter Moore
The county’s hotspots don’t have a monopoly of exciting bird watching moments. Enthusiastic birdwatchers

passionate about their lesser-known patches frequently turn up real surprises. Organising to cover an area as a

group or team makes this more likely.

Club News

How you can help Dorset Bird Club

Whatever your skills and interests, there are ways you could join the ever-growing team helping the Club in a
variety of ways. We always need more people to help us make the Club as relevant and important as possible for
our Members and for conservation. We are a small Committee who undertake a lot of work and we always

appreciate having people to help us. In particular at the moment we need help with:

e Website management and updating - we are short of skills in this important area.

e BirdTrack Ambassador - we encourage all birders in the county to submit their records either via
BirdTrack or e-Bird. This not only means that the data helps conservation science and informs the
annual Bird Report, but both are also brilliant tools for logging a birder’s own records. Ambassadors can
help with advice to newcomers and can promote the adoption of these “citizen science” tools. The Club
already has an e-Bird ambassador.

e Administrative support - for example, to help with managing membership and publicising meetings and
events.

® Partnerships - strong links with other bird- and nature-related organisations are essential for us to help

birds and birdwatchers. We need someone to strengthen existing partnerships and build new ones.

There are many other ways you can help support the Club. Here are just a few examples:

e Writers — we often need new people to join the team of species account writers for the annual Bird Report.

® Conservationists — the Bird Club supports various conservation projects and we’d welcome people who
can help us make a difference.

e Experienced birdwatchers — if you've been birding for several years, think what you could do to help
newer birders. How about setting up a local birding group, running local bird walks, join our Forum or help
answer i.d. queries on social media?

e Members - the more Members we have, the more we can do. Twist a few of your friends’ and family’s arms
- only £20!

And above all, of course, you can help by sending in your bird records or entering them in BirdTrack or eBird, and

by taking part in the crucially important BTO surveys to help monitor our bird populations.
BTO Youth Event
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Bournemouth Bournemouth Uni on Saturday 22nd Nov between 1300-1800.
This is a free event organised between the BTO and University.
Speakers include Megan McCubbin, Paul Morton, Katiana Saleiko & more!

For info https://www.bto.org/our-work/events/youth/events-training/bto-youth-be-future-natures-recovery-dorset-

beyond

BTO Dorset Youth Rep - an opportunity

Aged between the ages of 16 - 24 and interested in the opportunity to become a BTO Youth Representative for

Dorset? Follow the link below. We would love to have you on board.

3 YOUTH

Become a BTO Youth Rep!
w .

i

Scan the QR code to find out more and apply

Longham Lakes, South West Lakes Trust - 25 year celebration

The Club led two guided walks at this well attended event on 20th September, building relationships with both the
Trust and local residents through the Longham Village Residents Association. The walks found a nice selection of
Longham species and the highlight was a Cattle Egret perched next to Little Egret allowing a comparison of these
once rare but now increasingly familiar Dorset species. Thanks to George Green and Martin Wood for leading this

initiative.

Our Volunteers

Meet Jol Mitchell

Tell us about what you do for the Club and what you get out of it

| wear a few Bird Club hats but most enjoy my work on the Bird Report and the e-Bulletins, two products that |
think the Club should be proud of. | write and edit sections of the Report and liaise at the final stage with our
graphics designer and the printers. Selecting photos from talented local photographers is always a particular
pleasure. | really enjoy being co-editor of the e-Bulletins — it's fun thinking of what are hopefully interesting articles;
we can bring in bird and other news right up to the moment of pressing the send button. I've learnt a lot about
conservation generally by working with other organisations and my Microsoft Office skills have certainly got a lot
better!
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Tell us a bit about yourself

| started birding at Uni; in common with some other Dorset birders, | went to UEA to do Environmental Sciences.
The course gave me a lifelong interest in bird data; | love a good spreadsheet! After Uni, my birding dropped off a
bit but then came back big time. | went through a twitching phase and was then lucky enough to move to Dorset in
2003. | joined the Bird Club and have gradually become more involved in the Club. When my son was in Year 4,
he got into birding and that was a great couple of years, although turning up at school to pick him up early to go

and twitch a Studland Hoopoe was probably a step too far!

Tell us about a special birding memory

Its not so much a specific memory — rather a realisation over the six months after we’d moved to Dorset that this
was a great county for birds with something going on throughout the year. It was a place where migration
happened right outside your door. This was all very different from Hertfordshire and a huge improvement.
Watching hirundines gathering around the lighthouse at Durlston and huge flocks of Wood Pigeons passing over is

awesome.
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