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THE NUMBERS  
Between us we recorded 190 species, as well as 6   distinct sub species.  
The one addition to the Lodmoor list, Green winged(American) Teal,  no sooner arrived than 
it lost its species status. In addition we lost Hooded Crow when it was (re)lumped with 
Carrion Crow. So, the Lodmoor area list managed to actually shrink(!) by one to 315.   
 
BREEDING BIRDS 
A pretty disappointing year in many ways. Western Marsh harrier, Great crested grebe,  
Shelduck and Barn Owl all failed to bring off any young and Common Pheasant looks like it 
could be on the way out. 
Eurasian Coot numbers continue to decline and there was very little evidence -- again -- of   
Sedge Warbler  numbers recovering. 
By contrast the Black headed Gull colony is thriving and the Common Terns managed to  
fledge 38 young. Both Gadwall and Tufted Duck successfully bred and it was another  
bumper summer for both Long tailed tits and Great Tits. 
 
RARE/SCARCE BIRDS 
For the second year in a row we failed to find a single National Rarity. But we did enjoy no 
fewer than 11 Dorset Rarities, featuring at least 22 different birds.  
Early in the year the drake Green winged Teal was followed by a roosting Glossy Ibis…the 
first of at least 9 through the year. In the spring a Caspian gull was followed in June by an 
adult Black crowned Night Heron -- only the second for Lodmoor -- and 2 heard only 
European Bee eaters.   
July produced Lodmoor’s first Pectoral Sandpiper for 7 years and a fly over Purple Heron. 
The autumn went on giving with a 2nd Caspian Gull and a fly over Pink footed Goose, an 
influx of Glossy Ibis  in September, followed in October by a 3rd Caspian and  -- arguably the 
most appreciated rarity of the year  -- a Stone curlew.  
Late autumn chipped in with a potential blythii Lesser Whitethroat in November, before 2 
brief Tundra Bean Geese rounded off the rarities on Christmas Eve.  
A pleasingly long list of scarcer birds included no fewer than 12 wintering Jack Snipe, a total 
of 9 White tailed Sea Eagles, a spring Hoopoe(the first for 7 years), 2 autumn Wrynecks, 
and 2 Black terns. Frustratingly, for some, Roseate Tern and Yellow browed Warbler  
didn’t linger. 
Waderwise the first Spotted redshanks for 3 years were great to see..as were a flock of Ruff 
in full breeding regalia. Two fly over Cranes, followed by Lodmoor’s second biggest ever 
count of Black tailed Godwits and a brief arrival of Russian White fronted Geese helped 
keep us on our toes until the year’s end.   

 
Adult Pectoral Sandpiper in July                                                                    Phil Cheeseman 



 
 

 
It’s not blurry..you just need sungasses to look at them...a kaleidescope of Ruff in April 
 
PASSAGE 
Wader wise, apart from one of our earliest ever Little Ringed Plovers, it was another 
unremarkable spring for common migrants. Bar tailed Godwit, Whimbrel and Dunlin 
numbers were all below average. 
All three species of hirundine now pass through in far greater numbers in the autumn than 
they do in the spring.  
A number of other migrant paserines did put in a strong showing. But Northern Wheatear 
wasn’t among them..this was Lodmoor’s worst year on record. 
Eurasian Blackcaps, Goldcrests and Redwings all turned up in good numbers in the 
autumn and overhead movement was particularly good for species as disparate as Wood 
Pigeon, Redpoll, Red Crossbill and Eurasian Siskin. 
 
WINTER 
Generally mild and wet, so apart from the cold snap at the end of the year often generally 
uneventful. Counts of getting on for 1,000 Golden Plover, however, made any winter’s walk 
worthwhile.     
 
WEYMOUTH BAY  
Numbers of wintering Great northern Diver, Great crested Grebes and auks remained low 
compared to even a few years ago.  
The absence of much in the way of classic gales also made sea watching hard work at times. 
But two spells in the autumn salvaged the year, really.  
September produced a single flock of 6 Grey Phalaropes, a  Pomarine Skua, and 
European Storm Petrel. 
And a clutch of locally scarce species then enlivened November: 3 Slavonian and a Red 
necked Grebe and Red breasted Merganser provided quality back up to a west bound 
Leach’s Storm Petrel.    
 
MAMMALS, BUTTERFLIES, DRAGONS etc 
We may not have gained any new birds but we did gain a new butterfly…an American 
Painted Lady, photographed in October. 
Eurasian Otters continued to startle and amaze us in equal measure and the Sika population 
appears to be thriving.    



Top billing among the dragons goes to a Variable Damselfly photographed in a birder’s 
garden as well as what looked like breeding behaviour noted for both Southern Migrant 
Hawker and Golden Ringed Dragonflies. Green Eyed Hawkers, meanwhile are in danger 
of losing their magic…they’ve literally become common or garden.  
 
 

HOW NOT TO RUN A NATURE RESERVE, WIN FRIENDS OR INFLUENCE PEOPLE 
Conservation in action. Residents on Southdown deploy a tractor flail to wantonly damage a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest. Every year for the past 10 years these vandals have 
disfigured Lodmoor. Every year for the past 10 years the RSPB have turned a blind eye to 
this immoral and illegal behaviour…and ignored complaints raised by some of us. 2025, 
however, was the year both were caught out. This picture, posted online, caused enough 
outraged reaction that the RSPB were -- finally, finally -- pushed into action. They have now, 
belatedly, sent the perpetrators a written warning that they are committing criminal damage. 
This, of course, begs the question why the RSPB didn’t do this 5, 6, 7, 8 years ago. And it 
remains to be seen if they will stand up to the entitled vandals if they illegally damage the 
reserve again this year.   

 
OBSERVERS 
Geoff Lightfoot, Richard Morris, Geoff and Sheila Barlow, Phil Cheeseman Nevil Fowler, Nigel 
Taylor, Daragh Croxson, Dave Chown, Brett Spencer. + a few records from visitors.  
Photographs: Most thanks to Phil Cheeseman. + Nigel Taylor, Geoff Lightfoot  
The recording area: the reserve and the immediate surrounding area -- incl. Preston 
beach/Weymouth Bay(east to Furzey Cliff and west to Greenhill), Southdown 
Estate/Horselynch slope, Lodmoor Country Park and Lorton Valley.  
The systematic list generally follows the new Avibase order, which means more changes! 
Apart from some minor adjustments I’ve followed the science and kept to the new order.    
 
Daragh Croxson 27/01/2026  
 
 
 
 
KEY 
Red denotes National N or Dorset D rarities.  
Blue denotes birds rare or very scarce to Lodmoor/Weymouth Bay, but not to Dorset.    
WB: Weymouth Bay. 2MC: Two Mile Coppice. CP: Lodmoor Country Park. 
* all records given. 

 
 
SYSTEMATIC LIST 
 
 



 
Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
Breeding: 2 pairs successfully nested…around the post box pool and up the northern end. A 
third pair summered.   
At least 11 cygnets(5 & 6) reached immaturity. But, as usual with this species, it is unclear 
how many of them went on to fully fledge. The fact there were just 2 left in the autumn 
suggests that most managed to mature and disperse.  
Winter/passage: present all year…up to 3 ads and 2 imms hung around through Dec. Sadly 
one of the cygnets was found dead on 28th.  
 
Dark bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla 
At the start of the year 46 were noted on 13 dates -- mainly from Weymouth Bay -- between 
Jan 4th and Mch 23rd.  
Another dire autumn…a meagre total of 31 were recorded on 8 dates Spt 18th - Dec 24th.   
*Pale bellied brent Goose Branta bernicla hrota 
Just 1 record this year: 
4 Feb 23rd…in Weymouth Bay and then over Lodmoor.   
 
Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
Breeding: clinging on as a nesting bird. Three pairs raised just 8 goslings among them, 
suggesting a fair amount of predation.   
Other records: what used to be the usual August influx doesn’t begin now until late Spt/Oct. 
Peak counts of circa 600. Numbers dwindled rapidly in Nov, and by Dec serious flooding 
meant there were often fewer than 10 on the reserve.     
 
Greylag Goose Anser anser 
Feral wanderers(probably from Silverlake) in Mch, Apr, Spt, and Oct. Max. 5. 
 
*Russian White fronted Goose Anser albifrons  
3 records on the same day: 
1 with Brents Dec 24th.  
1 arriving with 2 Bean geese later the same morning. 
28 e the same afternoon. 
Part of a genuinely wild grey geese arrival…see also Bean Goose. The first White front 
records for 9 years…so a shame none of them lingered.  

 
Russian White fronted Goose(left), with Brent(right) Christmas Eve.  
 
*D Tundra Bean Goose Anser serrirostris    
1 record: 
2 with White front Dec 24th. 
These birds turned up as part of a national influx on Christmas Eve…along with big numbers 
of White fronts. There was a further unconfirmed claim of 7 arriving at dusk. This is a Dorset 
description sp, so it’ll be ineresting to see if the latter report gets firmed up. 
The first Lodmoor records since December 2001. 
  
*D Pink footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus  
1 record: 
juv, e with Canadas, Spt 26th. 



This bird, which flew in from the w, was presumably the same juv that first appeared at 
Abbotsbury and, after its brief visit to Lodmoor, relocated to Silverlake.  Remains a major 
rarity on Lodmoor. 
*Mandarin Aix galericulata 
1 record: 
moulting male Jun 21st.   
       
*Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 
6 records of feral wanderers: 
2 Jan 16th, 2 Feb 1st, 1 Mch 23rd, 3 Apr 23rd, 2 May 21st, 2 Jun 11th.   
 
Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 
Breeding: no evidence of nesting this year. An immature was around late summer but had 
almost certainly arrived from elsewhere     
Other records: maximum count of 36 in late Apr. Shelducks regularly come and go on 
Lodmoor...apparently commuting from both further east and further west.    
There was a usual gap in records, when birds depart to moult in the autumn, from late Aug to 
Spt 20th. Numbers then fluctuated but generally increased to 22 by early Dec.However 18 
were seen leaving on 17th and just 3 remained to see the year out.   
  
*Common Eider Somateria mollissima 
1 record in the bay: 
6 w Apr 8th.  
An annual visitor in recent years.  
^An additional claim of Eiders Oct 31st actually referred to the scoter flock(see below)!    
 
Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 
Winter-spring: a total of about 40 in/across Weymouth bay on 19 dates Jan 1st - May 6th.   
Strangely no summer records this year.   
Autumn-winter: the first returning bird was recorded Aug 30th. About 15 past through the bay 
on another 9 dates to Oct 14th. The same loose, and roving, flock of up to 23 birds arrived Oct 
31st and stayed until the end of the year. The last time a sizeable flock actually wintered in the 
Bay/Redcliff area was 2019/20.       
 

 
Drake Goldeneye by tern islands January                                               Phil Cheeseman 
 



*Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 
2 records: 
drake Jan 2nd, female Feb 1st.  
 
*Goosander Mergus merganser 
1 record: 
red head in off and then towards Radipole Dec 15th.   
 
*Red breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 
2 records of possibly a single female types: 
briefly settled in WB before flying towards Portland Harbour Nov 10th. 
flying w towards Portland Harbour Nov 23rd.  
Wintering numbers are declining in Portland Harbur…so what is an oddly rare sawbill in WB is 
set to get even rarer.  
 
Common Pochard Aythya ferina 
Just when you thought numbers couldn’t sink any lower…they did. A gathering of just 5 Jan 
12th  is Lodmoor’s lowest annual maximum in modern times. 
The collapse in numbers is also matched in frequency. Birds were noted on fewer than 30 
dates in 2025.…compare that to 2019 when a single observer could log Pochard 250 times. 
In addition there were no records at all between Apr 24th and Oct 19th. There were at least a 
smattering of records Jan - Mch. But later in the year there were just two: singles on Nov 17th, 
Dec 15th.    
 
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 
Breeding: at least 1 pair successfully bred…6 ducklings appeared in Jly.    
Winter: numbers of Tuftie(compared historically to Pochard) have always been fairly modest. 
But not as modest as this. The continuing collapse in numbers meant that a flock of 14 was 
as good as it got in the early on…but that turned out to be the highlight of the year! The 
autumn was a non event -- a grand total of 7 records of between 1 and 4 from Spt 30th - Dec 
19th. An all time low.       
The pools north of the bund are now often a duck free zone. Tufties still use Radipole in some 
numbers in winter, so the dramatic decline at Lodmoor is something of a mystery.      
 
*Garganey Spatula querquedula 
Just 2 records: 
drake May 31st.  
eclipse/juv male Jly 22nd - 31st.     
 
Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata 
Breeding: once again over summering wasn’t matched by proof of breeding. A pair were 
present late May…seen displaying…and were noted erratically to Jun 23rd, with up to 3 birds 
occasionally appearing into Jly. As last year number increased late summer and incl. 7 Jly 
31st.   
Birds, as they say, were present in suitable breeding habitat. But that’s about as far as you 
can take it.    
Winter/passage: in contrast to Tuftie and Pochard the number of wintering Shoveler remains 
pretty healthy. They have, however, largely abandoned the pools north of the bund in favour 
of the seaward end of the reserve. Up to 49 of these smart duck graced the southern end of 
the reserve early in the year. Peak numbers, however, came in Oct, with a count of 62. At 
least 46 stayed to the end of the year.   
 
Gadwall Mareca strepera 
Breeding: Gadwall are an easy species to take for granted on Lodmoor but they remain a 
scarce breeding bird in Dorset. So another summer of successful nesting is worth celebrating. 
Two pairs produced broods of 3, in late May, and 4, in mid Jun.   
Counts: pretty unremarkable. A maximum of just 60 were recorded in Dec and the majority of 
them departed when the freeze arrived later in the month.   
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope 
One of the most striking species of wintering wildfowl on Lodmoor.. So, settled, and confiding, 
flocks at both ends of the year provided us with plenty to brighten otherwise drab winter days. 
Winter/Spring: up to 33 Jan and Feb( with an additional 11 in Weymouth Bay Jan 16th). At 
least 28 lingered to early Mch. Last Apr 6th.   
Autumn/Winter: the first returning birds were pretty much bang on schedule on Aug  
23rd.  
Single figures were noted in Spt followed by the usual Oct influx. 42 had arrived by 
23rd with 70 28th, rising to a peak of 98 Nov 1st. As ever some of these migrants 
moved on. But up to 51 remained until late Dec when the reserve began to freeze.  
     
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
Breeding: once again a few pairs bred(incl. 8 ducklings Ap 12th). Also incl. a late(ish) brood in 
Jly.    
Mallard has never been a particularly numerous species on Lodmoor. This year’s max. was a 
relatively modest count of 40 Jun 24th. In winter Mallards were, as usual, outnumbered by 
both Gadwall and Shoveler.    
 
*Northern Pintail Anas acuta 
Winter-spring: 4, incl. 3 drakes, Jan 7th, 2 Mch 14th, rising to 7 16th, with 5 remaining to 24th 
and 2 to 29th.      
Autumn-winter: fem Spt 24th, 3 29th, with 1 to 30th, 2 Oct 22nd, 1 25th, drake Nov 15th & 16th.  
The group that spent a fortnight on Lodmoor in March were unusually long stayers for a 
species whose visits are usually all too brief.  
 

 
Lodmoor’s smartest quacker?...drake Pintail                                   Phil Cheeseman  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Green winged(Eurasian) Teal Anas crecca crecca 
^The (re)lumping of Eurasian and Green winged Teal means all Anas crecca are now known 
as Green winged Teal. Confusing or what. I’ve put Eurasian and American in parentheses to 
try to make it less confusing!  
Winter-spring: relatively modest numbers early in the year. Numbers peaked at just 175 in 
Feb. 150 were still present in early Mch and 90+ Apr 8th. 3 lingered to at least 30th with 
subsequent records of single(s) May 3rd, 16th.  
Summer-autumn: the first returning/non breeding birds appeared Jun 16th. As usual birds 
were regularly noted but only in single figures until 20+ had arived by Aug.  
Autumn-winter: numbers increased gradually through Spt, passing three figures by early Oct. 
But the main influx didn’t take place until Nov. The highest count of the year came on Nov 19th 
with 354. And 320+ were still around in early/mid Dec.  
*D Green winged (American)Teal Anas crecca carolonensis   
1 record:  
male Jan 7th - 14th.  
A first for Lodmoor. An overdue addition(or sorts) to the Lodmoor list. At one stage it was 
dislaying to a female Eurasian Teal.  

 
Long overdue…Lodmoor’s first Green winged(American) Teal                  Phil Cheeseman 
 
 
Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
Breeding: no sign of any recovery in numbers…in fact fewer records than ever this year. A 
calling male were heard in the Lorton Valley in the spring and again in Nov. But that was it. 
For the first time not a single record around the reserve itself.    
 
 



 
 
 
 
*Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus    
4 records: 
1 in off Apr 4th, 1 11th, 1 May 7th, juv Jly 31st.     
One of the Apr birds managed 33 successive “cuckoos.”  
 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Breeding: for the second year in a row no evidence of successful breeding. Indeed the 
number of pairs in territory in the spring/summer seems to have dropped from 3/4 to just 1/2. 
Birds were present in early spring. Later a single adult appeared occasionally on the post box 
pool in Jly and Aug and 1 frequented the Squacco Pool mid Spt to late Oct.  
Winter: 1/2 frequented the post box pool in Jan and Feb. Birds were more regular later in the 
year. From Spt onwards up to 3/4 appeared on the seaward end of the reserve and, during 
flooding in Nov, made a rare foray onto the west scrape as well as popping up north of the 
bund.   
Both species of breeding grebe appear to be in decline on/around Lodmoor.   
 
*Red necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 
2 sets of records: 
1 in Weymouth Bay Jan 15th.  
1 Bay Oct 26th, Nov 8th - 13th, 2 18th, 1 23rd - 26th.   
The series of sightings in late Oct, Nov probably relate to no more than 2 birds.   
     
Great crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
Breeding: a blank year. What looked like a returning breeder was occasionallly noted on the 
post box pool in late Jan and Feb and a pair were present early May. One bird was regularly 
recorded into early Jun but there were no signs of  display or nesting. If they did nest there 
was no evidence of success. In fact the only multiple sightings all summer involved 2 in 
Weymouth Bay May 24th and 4 adults together in the Bay Jun 24th.    
Breeding success on Lodmoor has always been poor but this appears to be a new low.   
Winter: numbers were again depressingly low. A max. of 10 were in the Bay in Jan and 9 in 
Mch but generally you would be hard pressed to count more than 5 or 6. The second half of 
the year  was even worse. What were probably migrants were in the Bay Aug 7th (3), 28th, 
Spt 20th, and Oct 12th. However, birds weren’t regularly recorded until Nov and then just 1 - 6 
were noted.  
The combination of wintering birds arriving late(Jan onwards) and in smaller numbers has 
been going on for 12 years or more. Flocks of 30/50 were commonplace between 2009 and 
2013. Before that, however, numbers were more in line with current counts, so maybe this is 
the norm.          
 
*Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 
A series of records in Weymouth Bay relating to the same birds: 
3 Nov 8th, 9th, 2 10th, 1 12th, then 3 again Dec 9th.  
These are almost certainly the same group that then went across to East Fleet..before briefly 
returning in December.  
This species has become a lot harder to connect with in the Bay in recent winters, so this trio 
were much appreciated.  
 
Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
Breeding: remains an ever present -- but declining -- species that continues to nest in small 
numbers, mainly in the CP area.  
The decline in wintering numbers continued. A flock of 13 were present on the west side in 
Spt but fewer than a handful were noted in Nov and Dec.  
Dorset Bird Club reports a decline of 40% in the county’s breeding population in 10 years, 
which fits in well with the picture around Lodmoor.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 
Breeding: ever present. 
Passage: perhaps the most unexpected sight of the year were 800+ moving ene Mch 28th. 
Visible migration on this scale in spring is a rare sight indeed. 
There were more to come, however. Autumn migration began routinely enough with many 
totals of between 500 and 4,500 sw when the weather was fine enough on mornings in late 
Oct and the first half of Nov.  
Nothing, however, had prepared us for the mammoth migration that began on Nov 16th with at 
least 40,000 sw. But what was to that point one of Lodmoor’s best mornings ever was 
eclipsed just 24 hours later when a staggering total of approx. 90,000 went through on 17th. It 
really wasn’t exagerating to say flocks stretched from horizon to horizon. Most were going sw 
but at times there were noticable movements back ne…so some double counting was very 
likely. Nevertheless this was one of the most epic spectacles of the year for those who made 
the effort.…even if there wasn’t a Nutcracker among them!       
 
Stock Dove Columba oenas 
Breeding: an unobtrusive but fairly widespread resident, particularly in the Lorton Valley. 
Around 5 pairs were in territory in Horselynch, Two Mile Coppice and Coffin Wood, as well as 
the Country Park. Also a fairly regular visitor to the reserve itself.   
Autumn passage: the totals are almost certanly a serious understimate of the actual number 
that went over in the mega Wood pigeon flocks: a minimum of 260 were logged, going mainly 
sw Oct 14th - Nov 25th, incl. at least 90 on Nov 17th.    
 
*Common Crane Grus grus 
1 record:  
2 n Oct 9th. 
This pair had done a tour of the Weymouth area before being watched slowly easing their 
way north up the Dorchester Road. 
It is now more than 20 years since Lodmoor enjoyed a settled bird. 
 
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 
Breeding: at least 1 pair bred by on the west side…young were seen in scurrying across the 
path late Jun/early Jly…a rare sight. Even rarer was a male heard actually singing(as  
opposed to calling) Mch 31st.  
As ever we can only guess at the actual number of nesting pairs. But calling birds were also 
present around the Blue Pool and the Pool of Permanent Disappointment in the summer, with 
more than a suspicion of a second pair on the west side.   
Winter/Autumn: up to 8-10 birds could be seen/heard on a circuit most days in the winter…as 
well as at least 3/4 more in the CP area and Lorton Valley/Two Mile Coppice. 
Wintering numbers noticeably increase from Oct and remain pretty stable until at least early 
Apr.      
 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Breeding: at least 11 pairs nested on the reserve, in the CP dykes and in Lorton Valley. Once 
again there were a striking number of chicks that didn’t emerge until Jly and Aug…suggesting 
a fair number of failed/predated first broods.     
Present all year but no notable winter counts this year.          
 
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 
Breeding: a dramatic decline in nesting pairs was first noticed 3/4 years ago and there’s been 
no sign of recovery since. Once again no more than 6 pairs bred…3 chicks were noted Apr 
24th and another brood of 4 mid May.   
Coot is just one of a number of aquatic species in the reed bed and pools north of the bund 
whose numbers have fallen really badly in recent years. There are a number of possibilities 
incl. increased predation. Another could be poor water quality/habitat management.     
Winter: the wintering flock reached max counts of 80 in Jan 68 in Nov and Dec.      



 

 
All good things come to those who wait…a long overdue Stone Curlew by The Hump  

 
D *Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus 
1 record: 
juv Oct 16th.  
A claim of a calling bird in 2022 has been withdrawn by the observer, so this was the first 
Stone curlew on Lodmoor for 14 years and was widely enjoyed by patch watchers. 
It may have been one of an extradorinary flock of 6  over Portland the previous day.  
 
*Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
9 sets of records: 
Winter: 
1 Jan 3rd - 6th, joined by a 2nd to Feb 16th, when joined by a 3rd to 22nd.  
Spring: 
2 Apr 14th - 16th, 2 Apr 29th, 1 May 12th, 2 18th.  
Autumn:  
4 Aug 25th, 2 Nov 21st.  
Winter:   
1 Dec 15th, 2 Dec 28th, increasing to 4 29th - 31st.     
A fairly familiar tale of some long stayers in winter, followed by a smattering of short stayers in 
spring and autumn. Present on Lodmoor for a total of more than 7 weeks.     
 
Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 
Breeding: 4 pairs were in territory, with the first returning breeders back by late Jan. As usual, 
however, at lot of activity resulted in only limited outcomes. At least 2 pairs were incubating in 
the spring. Both then abandoned but the pair on the tern islands tried again and in late Jly 
belatedly produced 3 chicks. All 3 made it to the main Moor and fledged. One, perhaps the 
runt, was still being fed by a parent until mid Spt.  
Winter/passage: after the last nesting birds departed Spt 17th there were just 2 records: 1 Dec 
1st and 2 across the bay 17th. In the spring 7 went e across the bay Apr 26th.     
 



 
 
European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 
Lodmoor retained its status as Dorset’s most important wintering refuge for Golden plover. 
One again birds spent the night feeding somewhere up on the Ridgeway before arriving in 
sometimes spectacular numbers in the mornings. Since their return to Lodmoor in 2022 this 
wintering flock has become one of the great sights and sounds of the winter months. 
Winter/Spring: 800+ were present at the start of Jan, before numbers fluctuated according to 
the water levels and the temperature -- they don’t like it when it floods or freezes. Peak 
numbers were recorded in late Feb when up to 950 could be counted. Like Lapwing they 
leave in early spring and in Mch only 150 were left, and then only sporadically, with the last 
25th.     
Passage: 1 summer plumage May 10th & 11th, 1 Aug 11th.  
Autumn/Winter: the first returning bird appeared on Spt 19th…about a week earlier than last 
year. 450 had gathered by late Oct, rising to a max. of 870 in late Nov. Numbers fell in Dec as 
a result of rising water levels but at the first hint of dry weather the flock would reappear like 
stars dropping out of the sky. 
 
*Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 
7 records of 8 birds: 
Spring: 1 w Feb 18th, 1 Apr 16th, 2 Apr 30th & May 1st with 1 to 6th, singles May 13th, 17th - 20th, 
25th.     
Autumn: 1 w Oct 13th, perhaps same 14th,    
 
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
Winter: a flock of up to 13, but usually just 6/7 braved the packs of dogs on Preston beach 
from the New Year to late Feb. 
Spring: a miserly total of just 26 passed through Lodmoor on 15 dates Mch 18th- May 25th.    
Autumn: return passage didn’t begin until Jly 21st. Birds were then present daily, increasing 
from 10 in late Jly to 20 in Aug, falling to 13 by the end of the month. Passage then began 
petering out with a max. of just 9 by the second half of Spt and none at all in Oct. 
Winter: 3 sw Nov 3rd and 1 16th.  
 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
Spring: the first Mch 13th was one of Lodmoor’s earliest ever. Subsequently 8 more passed 
through on 10 dates to May 12th.   
Autumn:  1- 2 birds were present near daily from Jly 2nd - 28th, with 3 22nd. There was a fair 
amount of turn over with adults on some dates and juvs on others but hard to say exactly how 
many were involved. Finally a juv Spt 17th & 18th.    
 
Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
Winter-spring: numbers peaked at around 500 in late Jan but had dropped to 350 by early 
Feb. The entire flock left unusually early this year…they’d all gone by Feb 28th.  
Spring passage was confined to singles Mch 29th, May 1st, 10th  & 11th, 14th.   
Summer/Autumn: returning birds/failed breeders appeared by late May and small numbers 
summered as usual but didn’t reach double figures until mid Jly. As usual numbers increased 
only very slowly to Spt before the main arrival in Oct and Nov. 100 in late Oct had increased 
to 175 by mid Nov and climbed steadiy to 330 by late Dec.   
 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
Spring: first Apr 9th. Then about 150 to May 30th incl. 39 Apr 22nd, and 30+ daily 27th - 30th.       
Autumn: 2w Jly 9th, 4 15th, singles Aug 13th, 24th, Spt 10th.     
Like Barwit the number of birds encountering Lodmoor during their up Channel passage in 
spring varies from year to year. 2025 was one of those below average years.    
 
Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 
Spring: 16 on 13 dates Feb 18th - May 30th.     
Autumn: just 7 Jun 27th - Nov 17th.  
 
 



 
Bar tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 
Spring: another poor showing. Only about 55 went through between Apr 9th and May 7th.  
Autumn: singles Jly 4th, Spt 6th- 10th, 22nd, Oct 23rd.  
Since the record breaking spring in 2021 numbers of up Channel passage birds have been 
disappointingly low. It’s a shame because there are few flocks of migrant waders that can 
match the sheer spectacle of summer plumage Barwits.      
 
Black tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 
An otherwise predictable year was transformed in Nov by the biggest flock for nearly 40 years. 
Winter-spring: the tiny wintering flock of between 1 and 4 birds was bolstered by a brief arrival 
of 20 on Jan 10th and  30 28th. But it wasn’t until Mch that numbers consistently increased. 
This is a wader that mainly moves through Lodmoor relatively early in spring. The highest 
counts of 39 and 34 came in late Mch and early Apr respectively. Birds were present through 
the spring but numbers had dropped to fewer than a handful by late Apr and into May.   
Summer-autumn: up to 5 were loafing around by mid Jun and were briefly reinforced 
by 10 in off 22nd and 30e 28th. Up to 20 a day loitered in Jly, increasing to 31 in Aug, 
with up to 25 still around late Spt.   
Autumn/Winter: by Nov we were down to single figures…so nothing had prepared us for the 
arrival on 15th of 230. They had all moved on by the next day. Subsequently we were back 
down to 8 before a combination of flooding and freezing reduced the flock to a single hardy 
individual by the end of the year.  
We don’t get the kind if epic numbers birders in the east of the county routinely enjoy. So, the 
Nov flock was Lodmoor’s second highest ever count…beaten only by an equally brief visit by 
320, also on Nov 15th, in 1986.     
 
Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 
Winter/Spring: up to 3 were present in Jan. That total, however, was dwarfed in Feb when up 
to 12 were discovered lurking in the marsh at Overcombe. Up to 4 remained until Mch 20th.   
Autumn/Winter: later in the year this species was much harder to come by. Singles were 
noted from the viewing shelter Nov 26th and Dec 5th.   
The counts in February demonstrated the value of thermal image technology. These kind of 
numbers may be regular every winter at Overcombe…but have only become evident thanks 
to the heat seeker.  
In a county that does relatively poorly for big gatherings of Jack snipe Lodmoor/Overcombe 
must rate as one of Dorset’s top sites. 

 



Overcombe hide and seek champion 2025…one of 12 Jack Snipe             Phil Cheeseman  

 
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
Winter/Spring: relatively low numbers early on…for the third year in a row. 
A max of just 30 in Feb and Mch was pretty poor by Lodmoor standards. Present in small 
numbers to mid Apr. The partial leucistic bird remained from 2024 into Feb.        
Autumn/Winter: the first returning birds appeared from Jly 22nd. 1 - 2 were erratically noted in 
Aug and early Spt rising to 12 by mid month. Most immigrants arrived in Oct when numbers 
swelled to a respectable 80+, before increasing again to 90+ by Nov, early Dec. But -- as in 
the last couple of years -- flooding and feezing meant many of these birds departed before the 
end of the year.  
 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
Spring: about 18 on 12 dates Apr 7th - May 9th.   
Autumn: returning birds were noted near daily from June 19th to Oct 5th. As usual peak 
passage occurred late Jly and early Aug when up to 12 a day were passing through/feeding 
up.  
Like Bar tailed godwit spring passage petered out particularly early this year.     
^ a claim from Mch 17th was actually Green sandpiper. 
  
*Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 
1 record: 
a flock of 6 went w across WB Spt 7th before entering Portland Harbour. 
Grey phalaropes are almost regular on Lodmoor in autumn. But flocks of 6 aren’t.  
To put this in perspective, however, the Great Wreck of October 1960 produced a count of 60 
on Lodmoor!   
 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
Winter-spring: single(s) Mch 17th, 22nd, 25th, Apr 20th.     
Summer-autumn: first returning bird Jun 7th. Present daily from late Jun. Up to 6 a day in Jly, 
5 a day in Aug, falling to just 1-2 towards the end of the month. Then singles Spt 4th - 10th,19th, 
Oct 6th.  
The second rather disappointing autumn in a row. Until recently double figure counts in Jly 
and Aug could be taken for granted.   
 
*Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
At least 5 different birds in autumn, with birds present for a total of nearly 4 weeks: 
1 Jly 21st, with 2/3 to 30th and 1/2 to Aug 15th.  
1 Aug 24th  
1 Spt 3rd.          
 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Spring: 5 records of 10 birds: singles Mch 30th, Apr 19th - 21st, 27th, 6 30th, 1 May 5th.    
Autumn: 1 Jun 18th , 1/2 Jly 2nd - 9th, followed by 3 13th - 15th and 20th. Then up to 6  
daily to and through Aug. In Spt just 2 2nd & 3rd and 1n 16th. Late(ish) movers Oct 1st, 6th, 17th  
&18th.   
We do well, by Dorset standards, for migrating Greenshanks and this was another fruitful year. 
 
Common Redshank Tringa totanus 
Spring: about 20 on 34 dates Feb 19th - Jun 8th.      
Summer-autumn: 1 Jun 16th, increasing to 4 19th. Then almost daily, and incl. peak counts of 
6 in late Jly/early Aug. Mainly singles from the second half of Aug through Spt but also incl. 5 
Spt 10th. As usual passage was largely finished by late Spt, followed by  just 2 isolated singles 
Oct 1st, 23rd.  
A pretty standard year in both spring and autumn.   

  



 
Spot Red west scrape September…high time we got another summer plumage job in spring.  
 
*Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 
2 records: 
1 Spt 22nd & 23rd.  
1 Oct 4th. 
A welcome return to form. These were the first for 3 years.  
 
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres   
Winter: a flock of up to 16 frequented Preston Beach Jan and Feb, with at least 10 to Mch 26th.   
Later in the year 6 were back by early Oct but subsequently only small numbers were 
recorded with a top count of just 7. It is hard to avoid the conclusion that saturation levels of 
dog walking are now having an impact on even this resilient little wader.    
Spring: slim pickings: confined to 2 Apr 26th, 1 May 21st and 6 24th.        
Autumn: 3 Jly 25th, 1 26th, 3 Aug 6th, 5 29th, 2 Spt 17th.       
        
*Ruff  Calidris pugnax 
5 records:  
10 Apr 28th ….a flock of 8 summer plumage birds + 2 others,  with 1 to 30th.  
2 fly bys Apr 29th.   
1, occasionally 2, Aug 10th - Spt 1st, with 2 Spt 2nd - 15th, and 1 to 16th.  
1 Spt 20th.   
 
*Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 
3 records of singles, all juvs: 
Spt 2nd. 
Spt 10th.  
Spt 28th - Nov 1st.  
The autumn lingerer became Lodmoor’s latest ever and the first for the month of November.  
As ever there were a number of reports in autumn that were actually juv Dunlin.  
 
 



 

  
Are there many waders smarter than this sum plum Knot?                             Phil Cheeseman   
 
*Red Knot Calidris canutus 
7 records of singles. 
Spring: summer plumage Apr 16th, winter plumage May 19th & 20th.  
Autumn: summer plumage Jly 18th - 22nd when joined by a second bird, with 1 to 23rd, singles 
Aug 29th, Spt 22nd, w Oct 23rd.      
 
Sanderling Calidris alba 
Spring: 35 on 9 dates Apr 2nd - Jun 2nd …most of them  going e or on the beach long enough 
to survive the first dog flush.           
Autumn: a meagre total of 4 records…1 Aug 26th, 3 Spt 13th, 1 18th, 3 19th.   
Not a vintage year. 
  
Dunlin Calidris alpina 
Winter/Spring: just 1- 5, very erratically Jan-Mch.   
Passage was steady but far from spectacular. 20+ at the start of Apr represented, 
depressingly, one of the highest count of the entire spring.  Subsequently most of the rest of 
spring it was a case of having to make do with mainly single figure counts. 18 arrived Apr 26th 
and 30 lingered May 23rd -- 25th but that was as good as it got. What on earth has happened 
to the surge in arrivals we used to get in early May?…the days of three figure counts seem a 
distant memory.   
Summer/Autumn: up to 11 daily were noted from Jly 8th, with the first juv 20th. Numbers 
modestly increased to 21 by Aug 1st and to 22 late Aug, with up to 8 daily through Spt.  
Autumn-winter: up to 5, but often just 1, were sporadically present Oct - Dec 16th.  
 
D *Pectoral sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
1 record: 
ad Jly 22nd.  
The first for 7 years and only the second in the last 20 years…and both frustratingly short 
stayers.  



*Little Stint Calidris minuta  
1 record: 
juv Spt 22nd - 24th.   
The 3rd rather poor autumn in a row. 
 
*Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 
1 record: 
dark phase east, then west Weymouth Bay Oct 18th.  
 
*Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus   
1 record Weymouth Bay: 
pale phase w Spt 11th.  
 
*Common Guillemot Uria aalge 
Dorset’s breeding population appears to be in robust health…so their near absence in 
Weymouth Bay remains hard to explain. What was once a regular winter visitor is now 
approaching rarity status. 
3 records of 4 birds: 
1 Jan 1st, 1 Oct 2nd, 2 Nov 15th.    
 
Razorbill Alca torda 
Like Guillemot numbers in Weymouth Bay seem to be in free fall.  
Just 7 records all year of just 14 birds. Max. 7 Nov 29th.     
 
Little Tern Sternula albifrons 
2 Apr 5th were Lodmoor’s earliest ever. 
Subsequently just 4 more singles in spring to May 26th. 
In autumn a family party of 4, incl. juvs lingered from Jly 22nd - 25th.   
Birds in freshly fledged juvenile plumage are a rare treat on Lodmoor.    
 

 
Black Tern July                                                                                        Phil Cheeseman 
 
*Black Tern Chlidonias niger 
2 records: 
moulting ad Jly 22nd & 23rd.  
juv Spt 17th Weymouth Bay. 
The July bird was the first for a very long time that has hung around long enough to be widely 
enjoyed. 



Marsh tern sp. 
A probable Whiskered tern appeared briefly early in the morning Apr 21st. Two observers 
independently noticed a dark tern on a buoy in Weymouth Bay. Looking into the sun made 
specific features exceptionally challenging. But as one of them said: “obviously smaller than 
nearby Common terns…uniformly darker grey mantle, coverts, breast and belly with black 
crown in contrast to white face”.  
A probable White winged tern flew east over Beachdown Apr 29th. Seen only briefly and 
from some distance from a birder’s house on Southdown the views just weren’t quite good 
enough to clinch it.  
 
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 
Spring/Summer: first logged Mch 22nd and migrants near daily until late May, with occasional 
stragglers in Jun. Mainly single figures but incl. 12 Apr 9th and May 5th.   
Summer/Autumn: the first juv appeared unusually early Jun 29th. Generally 1- 6 birds were 
recorded near daily through July, Aug and Spt…but 10 were present Aug 23rd. Juvs in family 
parties were a regular feature from Aug onwards. A few late birds this year incl. a 1st cy bird 
Oct 29th - Nov 1st.         
 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo 
Breeding: the breeding colony soldiers on, albeit in reduced numbers. There is now clearly an 
issue of space on the two islands(and pontoon) because of the success of the Black headed 
gull colony. The RSPB’s efforts on the long island proved a waste of time for about the 10th 
year in a row…they didn’t and never have used this island.   
The first birds returned Apr 8th, rising to 60 by the end of the month. About 23 pairs actually 
bred, raising at least 38 chicks…that’s a modest increase in both adults and young compared 
to 2024. 
The first chicks appeared Jun 4th and the first birds fledged by 22nd.  
A 1st summer/2nd cy type lingered from May 25th - 31st.  
Autumn passage incl. a juv and an adult on a number of dates Aug 30th - Spt 15th.     
 
*Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 
4 records: 
juv Aug 30th, 2 31st, 1 Spt 3rd & 4th,  juv Oct 20th.  
 
*Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii 
1 record: 
ad Jly 27th.   
No longer a Dorset rarity…and you know what happens as soon as a species loses its rarity 
status…!  
 
*Black legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 
Winter/Spring: singles Jan 1st, 26th, 27th, 28th, Apr 5th, 6th, Jun 6th, 8th.    
Autumn: juv Aug 28th, singles Spt 14th, Oct 18th, Nov 6th, 5 11th, ad reserve Dec 20th.     
Probably the worse autumn showing ever. To be fair what is largely a storm blown visitor to  
Weymouth Bay and Lodmoor doesn’t appear in any numbers without spectacular autumn 
gales…which were largely absent this year.           
 
Black headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
Breeding: a total of 87 fledged or near fledged chicks were counted late Jun…1 more than 
last year. Black headed gulls are now firmly established as the dominant species on the tern 
islands and pontoon. Approx. 50 pairs nest there..and the number of fledged young may be 
an underestimate(they are hard to count once they start moving around). First chick noted 
May 18th. First flying bird Jun 10th.     
The fact that they arrive first -- pairs were prospecting as early as Mch 10th -- doesn’t help the 
Common terns who are now confined to the lower edges of the islands.  
Winter/passage: remains an abundant winter visitor and passage bird on both Lodmoor and in 
the bay.  
To coin a term invented by that great 20th. century philosopher Arsene Wenger the gull colony 
has demonstrated great “bouncebackability.” It was only 2 years ago that their offspring were 
but wiped out by avian influenza. Now they appear in rude health.   



 
*Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus 
9 records: 
Winter/Spring: ad winter Feb 20th & 21st, 2 Apr 20th, 1 May 21st & 22nd, possibly same 31st.   
Autumn/Winter: juv Aug 28th, single 1st cys Spt 23rd, 27th, Oct 1st, ad 6th, 1st cy Dec 11th.    
Fairly average showing…but nice to get a series of records in the second half of the year 
following a blank autumn in 2024. 
 
Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 
Breeding: all mouth and no trousers again. Up to 8 potential pairs were displaying on and 
around the tern islands but nothing came of it. It is now 5 years since the one and only 
breeding record. 
Winter-spring: the Weymouth Bay roost climbed to a minimum of 2,500 in Feb. Passage birds 
-- most of them immatures -- remained throughout Apr and early May before numbers  

dramatically, if temporarily, dropped to single figures into early Jun.  
Summer/Autumn: 70+ a day passing through in mid Jun had increased to 250+ a day by the 
end of the month, with up to 4 juvs appearing daily by the beginning of Jly. Counts of 800 a 
day on the reserve were routine by Aug but a relatively low proportion of juvs may be a legacy 
of 2024’s bird flu.     
Autumn/winter: Meds don’t like cold weather. And when the temperatures began dropping 
dramatically in late Dec there was a noticeable clear out from the reserve.        
 
Common Gull Larus canus 
Winter/Spring: as usual spring passage peaked from mid Feb to mid Mch. Passage on 
Lodmoor is steady rather than spectacular. What has changed over the years is the number 
of spring records. Once again there was there was a regular trickle of migrants throughout 
Apr all the way to Jun 8th.     
Summer/Autumn: the usual mid summer hiatus in records was broken until Aug 25th and 29th. 
And Common gulls didn’t become regular again on or over Lodmoor until late Spt and even 
then only single figures were noted in Oct.  
Autumn/Winter: birds don’t usually arrive on our patch in any real numbers until Nov. Even 
then many simply overfly the reserve on their way to and from the bay to their inland feeding 
areas. So, 43 on the west scrape in mid Dec was a good count for there. Roost counts in the 
bay topped 260 in early Dec.      
 

 
1ST cy Caspian Gull September…..                                                             Phil Cheeseman 
 



 
….and another in October 
 
D  *Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans 
3 records: 
2nd cy May 15th.  
1st cy Spt 15th.  
1st cy Oct 5th.   
Never easy to sort out but a rewarding experience when they are. And all three photographed,  
 
Herring Gull Larus argentatus   
Ever present, abundant resident, winter visitor and passage bird  Breeds locally: 2 juvs were 
on the rooves of flats in Melcombe Avenue in Jly.  
 
Yellow legged Gull Larus michahellis 
Recorded on 28 dates, involving perhaps as many as 22 birds. As ever there was a 
pronounced bias towards juv/1st cy birds turning up from Jly to Oct. 
Recorded in all months apart from May and Nov.  
 
Great black backed Gull Larus marinus 
Ever present in Weymouth Bay and Lodmoor.  
 
Lesser black backed Gull Larus fuscus graellsii 
Spring migrants incl. 33 on the west scrape Feb 20th and up to 20 a day in Mch. Passage-- in 
smaller numbers -- continued into Apr and through May. 
Later in the year returning birds were present daily in Spt and Oct, albeit in lower numbers -- 
mainly threes and fours. 
Numbers in the Weymouth Bay winter roost seemed particularly low this year. 
  
*Red throated Diver Gavia stellata 
9 records of probably no more than 6 birds in Weymouth Bay: 
2 Jan 27th, perhaps 1 of same 31st.  
2w Feb 4th. 
1 Feb 23rd. 
1 Nov 10th. 
1w Nov 23rd.  
1 Nov 26th and probably same 29th, Dec 2nd - 4th.  
 
Great northern Diver  Gavia immer 
Winter-spring: 1- 2 in the bay Jan increasing to 3 fairly regularly in Feb and Mch. 
Subsequently 2 Apr 20th, with 1 to 22nd and then 1w May 25th.   
Autumn-winter: the first returning bird was noted on Oct 26th & 27th. But there was then an 
unexpected gap in records until Dec, when 1 -3 were noted 13th - 21st. But in the last week of 
the year the Bay was again a GND free zone.  



Year on year numbers of GND, both wintering and passage birds, have been declining. 2025 
was probably the poorest yet and the last 3 months of the year were  particularly 
disappointing. Whatever is going on it doesn’t seem to have affected BT or RT diver records 
which have remained stable or actually increased slightly.        
 
*Black throated Diver Gavia arctica 
4 sets of records in Weymouth Bay probably involving 5 birds 
1 Jan 24th. 
1 Oct 3rd - 14th.  
1 Nov 23rd - Dec 4th.  
2 Dec 29th.  
The gap between the Oct and late Nov sightings suggest different birds may have been 
involved. The Nov/Dec individual was probably the same bird subsequently seen in Portland 
Harbour. The 2 together late Dec appeared a particularly cold spell and were probably fresh 
in. 
 
*European Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus 
1 record:  
1 seen by a visitor western end of Weymouth Bay Spt 17th. 
Since the influx in 2005 this species has remained a very rare in the bay.    
 
D *Leach’s Storm Petrel Hydrobates leucorhoa 
1 record: 
1 w Greenhill Nov 11th.  
Better to try and fail than fail by not trying could be the motto for Weymouth Bay sea watchers. 
Chesil Beach it isn’t but persistance sometimes has its reward. This bird turned up, giving 
prolonged flight views no more than 50 metres out, on a day of brisk but hardly gale force 
southerlies.   
 
*Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 
5 records of singles in bay: 
Feb 26th, Aug 29th, Spt 4th, 9th, Oct 26th.   
The regular series of sightings in spring seem to have dried up in recent years. Up to about 5 
years ago birds seemed to be prospecting the cliffs at Redcliff…but these potential colonisers 
have obviously thought better of it.                  
 
*Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 
2 records of spring singles in Weymouth Bay: 
Apr 15th, May 1st.   
 
*Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauritanicus 
2 records of 6 birds in Weymouth Bay: 
3w Spt 7th.  
3 close Spt 14th.   
 
Shearwater sp. 
On Spt 3rd an observer picked up what he thought was probably a Sooty…a relatively large, 
dark and long, narrow winged…shearwater, going w. But given the distance away(from 
Brackendown Ave) he didn’t feel he’d quite clinched the i.d. Commendably self critical!   
 
Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 
Gannets are now a year round and near daily presence in Weymouth Bay.  
In the absence of any major storms there, however, no really noteworthy day counts in 2025.  
    
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 
Ever-present reserve and Bay.  
Max. count of 65 going n over the reserve Dec 1st.  
Even bigger numbers commuted over the bay on a regular basis, with a peak count of 94.      
As ever a number of birds showing some characteristics of P.c. sinensis also noted.  
 



European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
As usual present fairly regularly in Weymouth Bay in the winter months...but in much smaller 
numbers than Cormorant. Max. 4.  
Feeding birds were noted from Jan up to Apr 20th and then again from Spt 4th to the end of 
the year.    
 

 
D *Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 
Where to begin?! 
5 sets of records featuring up to 12 birds: 
1 roosting daily Jan 11th - Feb 6th. It spent most of each day on The Fleet. 
1 May 17th - 28th.  
1 Spt 4th. 
5 e Spt 8th.  
2 to 3 most dates Spt 16th -  Oct 5th….incl.a 4th, ringed, bird Oct 4th, 5th.    
Hard to say exactly how many birds were involved in the autumn arrivals. The 5 on Spt 8th 
may have been responsible for all the subsequent sightings. But given how many were 
around locally the birds on later dates may well have been additional. 
These record were part of a nationwide influx triggered by a record breeding season in 
southern Spain, combined with a summer drought. 
Up to 2018 there were a total of just 5 records on Lodmoor. Since then there have been 14 
records, some of them featuring multiple sightings. We can probably expect more.  
 
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 
A set of 10 records featuring about 13 birds:  
Winter/spring: 1 Jan 8th. Then up to 3 adults Feb 8th - 29th, singles Mch 15th and 28th & 29th. 
Later in spring singles Apr 29th, May 11th and 19th - 23rd.   
Summer/Autumn: singles Aug 8th - 10th, 21st - 23rd, Spt 12th - 20th, 2 over 19th.    
Despite the record numbers now wintering in Poole Harbour records of spring and autumn 
migrants at Lodmoor remain pretty stable…maybe suggesting our Dutch bound birds are 
coming from further afield.   
  
Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris 
Winter/Spring: booming Feb 8th, 14th, 15th, 18th. 
Autumn/Winter: 1 Aug 28th, then a pulse of sightings Oct 26th - Nov 6th, followed by another 
flurry of sightings Dec 3rd - 17th. Probably 3 different birds involved. 



A slightly better showing than the last few years but, for whatever reasons, they remain 
scarcer than they were in the peak years 2008-2020. It is always a thrill to see these owl like 
herons flapping over the reed bed…it is just a shame that there isn’t anywhere at Lodmoor 
that you can regularly watch them on the deck. 
^ A salutary lesson in claiming birds you are not familiar with came in Mch when a togger 
confidently provided a detailed account of a booming Bittern, while he was actually listening to 
a particularly vocal Raven!         
 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
Once again a familiar sight year round. Birds are now also roosting regularly on/around 
Lodmoor. Early in year up to 12 were joining the Cattle egrets in the Sea Life conifers each 
evening.  
Other notabe counts incl.17 on the west side Mch 11th and 15 Jly 4th. This species clearly 
carries a built in depth gauge -- they invariably vanish from the reserve when the water levels 
rise and promptly return as soon as they go down again. 
Little egrets nest just a few minutes flying time away at Nottington, so there’s no reason why 
they shouldn’t begin nesting round Lodmoor…there’s plenty of suitable habitat for them. 
 
D *Black crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
1 record: 
ad Jun 14th. 
This bird appeared quite literally of out of the blue…the back of the Blue Pool… mid morning 
before flying off towards the north end. It reappeared again at dusk and performed in front of 
the one enterprising observor who had made the effort and enjoyed it constantly calling as it 
circled the reserve.  
Lodmoor’s second record, following hard on the heels of the first in Jun 2023.  
 
Great Egret Ardea alba 
The first bird of the year appeared/returned Feb 1st and again 10th -13th. From mid Mch to Jun 
1 -2, and occasionally 3, were regular present. 
As usual numbers increased in late summer: up to 6 were around in Jly and up to 7 in Aug, 
increasing to 9 in late Spt. 
Birds then gradually began to disperse in Oct. 4 were left by Nov, 2 in early Dec and finally 1 
lingering to the 20th. Despite a dramatic increase in recent years this species has yet to 
properly winter on Lodmoor…more often than not it is completely absent from late Dec to Feb.   
As well as long stayers there’s also clearly quite some turn over in birds. The actual number 
of individuals present over time may be significantly higher than the max. monthly counts. 
The majority of records are birds in immature or non breeding plumage. But we are getting 
more red legged, black billed breeding plumage adults turning up.   
        
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
The dramatic increase in records culminated this year in the discovery of a regular winter 
roost. From Jan through to Mch up to 7 birds gathered nightly in the conifers by Sea 
Life…departing north each day just before dawn. Interestingly they only occasionally used the 
reserve and instead flew in from the north every evening to roost. Birds have been seen 
occasionally using the trees by the rugby club before but this appears to be the first regular 
roost.  
Otherwise birds were recorded in every month of the year, apart from Nov.    
Every year seems to set new records and 27 Apr 21st, followed by 18w Jly 9th were Lodmoor’s 
highest and third highest counts ever. The majority of records generally were in Apr, May(incl. 
9 13th) and again Jly, Aug.  
 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Present daily. Breeds nearby. Max. count 11. 
 
D *Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 
1 record: 
a calling bird over Southdown Ridge Jly 20th.  
Lodmoor’s 18th record. But like last year’s this was a blink and you’ll miss it job as it flew over 
a birder’s garden and headed sw.  



 
Common Swift Apus apus 
Spring: first Apr 23rd. A few more trickled though to early May, rising to about 20 daily by mid 
month and a peak of 65 31st.  
Another disappointing spring that had regulars reminiscing about the “good old days.”  
Autumn: “hundreds” over Southdown Ridge Jly 24th followed by an arrival of 45 on the 
relatively late date of Jly 31st were unexpected. After that the usual Aug trickle of records were 
followed by 4 Spt 1st  and 3w 4th.   
 
Western Barn Owl Tyto alba 
Breeding: the breeding female in the Lorton VC nest box Jan and Feb subsequently 
disappeared, so, sadly, no chicks this year. 
It wasn’t quite in our area but a bird was regularly seen hunting in Coombe Valley Road in 
Mch…so, hopefully, this species is still nesting near by.    

 

 
Short eared Owl west side February                                                     Phil Cheeseman 
 
*Short eared Owl Asio flammeus 
3 records: 
1 Feb 14th…this rather sickly looking bird spent the morning on the deck by west scrape and  
may well have been the individual subsequently found dead at Radipole 
1 n Oct 15th.  
1 e across Weymouth Bay Nov 19th made landfall near Osmington Mills. 
Another pretty poor year. Excluding the Weymouth Bay birds there have  been just  6 records 
on/over Lodmoor in the last 5 years.  
       
Tawny Owl Strix aluca   
Breeds locally. 
Calling birds noted Horselynch, Two Mile Coppice, Lodmoor Country Park, Southdown Estate 
and Overcombe.     
 
*Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
8 fly over singles: 
n Mch 30th,  ne Apr 1st, 18th, n 29th, s Jun 14th, ne 23rd, Aug 6th, Aug 24th.  



 
^Honey Buzzard Pernis apivornis 
No records in 2025 but a claim by a visitor from May 15th 2024 hasn’t been followed up with a 
description, so needs to come off the list. The 2 autumn records for 2024 have both been 
accepted. 
    
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter  nisus 
Breeding: at least 2 pairs(and maybe as many as 4) were again in territory. The regular pairs 
in Horselynch and at Overcombe both produced fledged young.  
Sightings always increase in the autumn but you can never tell if this is a result of migration or 
simply more immatures on the hunt.   
  
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 
Breeding: a rare failure  this year. All the signs were good…displaying, nest building, food 
passing etc. And the indications are that the pair had young. But, for whatever reason, none 
fledged. An obvious juvenile was seen Jun 30th, but given its advanced state and very brief 
stay the odds are it came from elsewhere(Radipole?). Harriers have successfully bred on 
Lodmoor in 24 out of the last 26 years so the odd mishap is to be expected. Fingers crossed 
for 2026.   
Other records: more birds than ever were recorded this year. The winter roost was swelled to 
7 different individuals and over the course of the year a minimum of 11 identifiable birds were 
logged..a pretty good total in a year when there were no locally bred juvs.    
 
^Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus  
None in 2025 but an additional record for 2024: 
ring tail Oct 14th.  
This may well have been the same bird seen on Oct 17th.     

  
Red Kite Milvus milvus 
No really big westerly movements noted over Lodmoor this spring. Nevertheless at least 27 
graced the skies over the moor on 11 dates Mch 23rd  - May 14th…the vast majority of them in 
late Apr/early May. 8 May 3rd represented the biggest day count.     
Autumn sightings confined to 1 Oct 7th.  
 
*White tailed Sea Eagle Halliaeetus albiciilla 
11 records of at least 3 different birds: 
1 Jan 11th.  
immature female Apr 24th….first fledged 2021. 
1 May 16th. 
1 Spt 16th…G818, also fledged 2021. 
1 Oct 7th.  
1 Nov 13th, 17th, 23rd…same bird frequenting The Fleet. 
single(s) Dec 13th , 14th, 16th …again probably one of birds loafing around The Fleet. 
An increasingly regular wanderer from the Isle of Wight reintroduction programme. The Spt 
bird caused a Facebook sensation among non-birders(always easily impressed by something 
big…see cars). This resulted in dog walkers seeing so many “eagles” around Lodmoor we 
began to wander if they were as common as Marsh Harriers.  
 
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 
Breeding: a pair were regularly present in the Lorton Valley during the spring and summer 
and breeding was confirmed by the presence  of a newly fledged juv in Two Mile Coppice in 
Jly.   
Winter/passage: no big counts or obvious arrivals this year.  
Once again 1/2 wintered in the Country Park/Lorton Valley areas. 
 
*Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 
1 record: 
1 Apr 7th & 8th. .   
Perhaps surprisingly the first record for 9 years.  
 



 
*D European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 
2 records:  
calling Apr 11th.   
calling Jun 8th.  
Two heard only records from the same observer who is very familiar with the distinctive calls 
of this species on his many Mediteanean jaunts.  
The first Lodmoor records since 2016. If accepted the April record would  go down as one of 
Dorset’s earliest ever.  
 
 

 
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
Winter-spring: 1 - 2 from 2024 until Mch 18th.     
Autumn/Winter: an early post breeder Jun 17th, 19th. Then 1 -3 regularly from Jly 2nd to the 
end of the year. As ever impossible to say how much turn over in individuals there was during 
the autumn.   
Kingfisher, Water rail and Twitterati all showed strong site fidelity to the dyke beside the west 
path. The area regularly featured a feeding frenzy of toggers all trying to get a snap of the 
same Kingfisher/Water Rail that everyone else had already snapped…and then post them on 
the same social media sites that everyone else had already posted them on. How do they 
contain their excitement.    
 
*Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla  
A series of records in the autumn probably involving no more than 1 or 2 birds: 
Aug 5th, 27th, Spt 1st, 10th, 13th, 22nd.  
 
Great spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  
Breeding: in territory again in Lodmoor CP, Horselynch and Two Mile Coppice. At least 1, and 
probably 2 pairs, nested in the CP again...despite the vandalism of the Dorset Countryside 
team who pointlessly cut down one of the nesting trees…even though it wasn’t posing any 
risk to life or limb. A bit like fireman employed to burn books. 
This species continues to thrive in the Lodmoor area(despite the best efforts of the tree 
vandals). Indeed there are indications the populations may have increased slightly in recent 
years.    
 
 
 



European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 
Breeding: pairs were once again in territory in the Country Park and Lorton Valley. Juveniles 
were noted in late summer in and around Lodmoor CP.  
The population has been stable for some time…in contrast to declines noted elsewhere in 
Dorset. But in the last couple of years this species does seem to be a tad harder to come by 
around Lodmoor. This is not very scientific but one regularrecorded Green wood for an 
average of 144 times a year up to 2023 before falling to 90 in the last 2 years.   
   
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
Breeding: at least 2 pairs bred in the area…at least 1 in the Lorton Valley and another 
towards Bowleaze.  
Winter: 3 to 4 were present regularly both early on and later in the year. One spent much of 
its timing hunting from the top of  the street lamps on Preston Beach Road.    
 
*Merlin Falco columbarius 
1 record: 
1 in off Oct 23rd.   
After dashing across Weymouth Bay it made landfall somewhere around the Nothe. Despite 
its regularity on Portland this wonderful little falcon remains elusive on/around Lodmoor and 
we never seem to get one that hangs around.   
 
Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 
Spring/Summer: 12 records of singles Apr 20th - Jun 24th, incl. an immature in early Jun. 
Autumn: 6 singles Spt before 1/3 daily in the first half of Oct…last 16th. 
Another spring…another nagging feeling some of the passage birds may have stayed to 
breed in Lorton Valley.  
The October birds fattened up on Lodmoor’s plentiful supply of odonata before moving on.   
 
Peregrine Falco peregrinus 
What was presumably last year’s adult female again spent many hours on many days using  
St. John's Church spire as a launch pad for hunting…mainly over Greenhill and the sea front. 
Feral pigeons, as well as Starlings, seemed to form a large part of her diet. 
Despite the proximity of her perch, she spent reltively little time hunting over Lodmoor itself. 
As a result Peregrine sightings on or over the reserve reamined surprisingly erratic.  

 
Lunch                                                                                                    Phil Cheeseman 



*Rose ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri 
2 records of presumably the same bird: 
CP Spt 12th and over the old compost site 21st.  
Only the 2nd record of this exotic wanderer since the long stayer in 2004.   
 
Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 
Breeding: once again at least 1, and perhaps 2, pairs were resident in the Two Mile Coppice 
area…a juv was seen Jly 4th.   
Wandering birds have become more commonplace in recent years. And up to 3, almost 
certainly from 2MC, were almost regular in Horselynch and occasional in the Country Park.  
 
Eurasian Magpie Pica pica 
Breeding: a common, noisy resident. Max. count of 19 by Horselych in Mch and west side in 
Dec…although the corvid roost in Two Mile Coppice wasn’t counted and surely held 
more.        
 
Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula 
Breeding: common and widespread. 
Passage: fewer birds on the move this year than 2024. In Oct 90+ went w 22nd and 140+  
25th.    
 
Rook Corvus frugilegus 
Common, locally breeding, resident. There’s a small group that hangs around on the 
Southdown Estate…but Rooks are surprisingly erratic over the reserve itself. 
Small numbers again went over with migrating corvid flocks in Oct.   
 
Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
Breeding: at least 3 pairs again nested in their usual trees/bushes bounding the reserve.  
A ubiquitous presence on and over the reserve and incl. a flock of 46 on the main Moor in 
Mch.    
 
Northern Raven Corvus corax 
A near daily presence on Lodmoor..from nesting sites nearby. The frequency and number of 
birds visiting the reserve suggests the local breeding populution is in pretty good nick. 
A count of 11 w Oct 27th may well be  a Lodmoor record count for a species that is usually 
confined to groups of 2-6.  
The big attraction for this species of super scavenger are the neighbouring recycling centres. 
Raven are also often one of the first birds to feed off any carcasses on the reserve 
itself…muscling the local Carrion crows on to the sidelines.     
 
Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 
Common, every day breeding resident.  
 
Great Tit Parus major 
Common, every day breeding resident. One of a number of species that seems to be 
benefiting from a run of mild winters. It can now best be described as abundant in Two Mile 
Coppice, where flocks of up to 12 can be encountered. 
 
Coal Tit Periparus ater 
Breeding: 2 pairs again present in Two Mile Coppice and at least 1(maybe 2) pairs in the 
Country Park.Two different family parties were noted between late Jun and Spt.    
Present in the CP and 2MC all year.    
 
Bearded Reedling Panurus biamicus 
Breeding: 4 family parties were noted in Jun and as many as 6 pairs may well have bred. 
Beardies breed early and 2 pairs were feeding young by Apr 25th.  
Rather more inflated figures from RSPB volunteer surveys loook suspiciously like double 
counting…as birds moved about their territories.  
Winter: there’s some evidence to suggest that some of the breeding pairs may not spent the 
entire year here. Birds were very hard to come by from Jan to Mch and, after the usual 



dispersals of juveniles in autumn, even adults were in short supply towards the end of the 
year.  
 
Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis 
Breeding: 1 was singing Jly 22nd, so there may still be a few pairs left in the fields at the top of 
Southdown Ridge. 
Winter/Spring: 1 over Feb 16th, but no spring migrants this year.     
Autumn: a much better autumn for vis miggers this year. About 780 went over between Spt 
24th and Nov 29th, the vast majority in Oct. Highest day count:140+ Oct 5th. Frustrating, 
though, that in one of the better Alauda autumns we didn’t get a single Woodlark. 
 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia 
Spring: first Mch 10th. Then a few to the end of the month before 30+ Apr 3rd and 40+ 15th. But 
generally only modest numbers were noted moving through in Apr and early May. The usual 
late spring gap in records ended on Jun 1st, with 60+(perhaps from Radipole) roosting by 15th 
and 200 29th.     
Autumn: once again numbers in Aug and Spt dwarfed the counts in spring. Peak counts incl. 
375+ Spt 6th and 600+ Spt 18th. Last: Spt 29th.  
Probably now best defined at Lodmoor as: mainly an autumn migrant, with smaller numbers 
in spring.   
 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Breeding: at least 4 pairs nested successfully in the wider area.  
Spring: first Mch 24th. Subsequently numbers were better than the previous year’s cold, wet 
spring… but not by that much. At least 20 were moving though daily in early Apr but flocks 
didn’t reach the 100 mark until the last week of the month. Peak passage came on May 7th 
when more than 350 swept through at a rate of 500 every 30 minutes.  
Generally, however, numbers of hirundines and Swifts feeding up over Lodmoor in spring are 
strikingly lower than even 15 years ago.       
Autumn: a familiar pattern has developed here. For the third year in a row autumn passage 
was as dramatic as the spring was disappointing. We got a taste of what was to come with 
counts of 800+ in late Aug and Spt(mixed with Sand martins). Biggest numbers, however, 
came later with 6,000+ daily moving through Spt 18th - 22nd. Numbers then predictably trailed 
off until the last Oct 29th.   
 
Common House Martin Delichon urbicum 
Breeding: the revived Greenhill colony goes from strength to strength. 5 pairs produced a 
minimum of 18 fledged young between them. 
Spring: see Sand martin and Swallow. Like them spring passage has become very much the 
poor relation to autumn movements. 
First Apr 2nd. A daily trickle of migrants in the second half of Apr and May barely exceeded 
double figures. Interestingly the local breeding birds were back by late Apr. So, maybe the 
migrant population have found another route north.    
Autumn: passage barely registered in early autumn. But by late Spt reasonable numbers were 
moving south incl. 400+ Spt 23rd. Last: Spt 29th.  
 
Long tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 
Breeding: another bumper year for this dynamic species. At least 8 family parties were visible 
by late May, early Jun.  
The increase in an already common species could be linked to a series of mild winters as well 
as the increasing efforts humans make to feed garden birds. Mixed flocks around Lodmoor, 
CP and Two Mile Coppice in the winter months regularly incl. between 15 and 20 Long tailed 
tits.   
 
Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti 
Breeding: a concerted effort to count singing males on and around Lodmoor early on several 
mornings in late Apr/early May produced a count of 28. This seems a much more reliable 
estimate than some surveys, which appear to have seriously  exagerated numbers by double 
counting. 



That was born out later in the summer when around 13 family parties were identifiied. 
Obviously many may have been missed but it woud suggest an estimated 28 males is at the 
upper end of the breeding population.  
 
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Spring/Breeding: first Apr 6th. Then, by the standards of recent springs, pretty good passage. 
Starting Apr 12th up to 6 birds a day were noted into early May. Most, however, appeared to 
have moved on by mid May and hopes of a recovery in breeding numbers felt premature. Just 
5 singing males appeared to be in territory late spring/early summer. What looked like a family 
party in early Jly suggested at least 1 pair made it.   
Autumn:  a slightly stronger showing than the last few years(maybe suggesting a recovery 
elsewhere?). Obvious migrants incl. 10 Jly 25th, followed by a trickle of singles to Spt 1st.  
 
Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Spring/Breeding: the first Mch 29th, 30th is one of Lodmoor’s earlier ever and maintains the 
trend for earlier first arivals of this species. 
Otherwise a pretty famiiar pattern. Up to 5 were singing by Apr 8th, with the main arrival, as 
ever, mid Apr, incl. 20 19th.  
A systematic effort over several mornings to count singing males produced a total 38 the 
length and breadth of the reserve. Some, of course, could have been migrants. But in terms 
of the number of family parties around later in the summer that figure felt fairly close to the 
mark. Fledged young were noted from May 31st. And signs that numbers of breeding pairs 
were recovering from a dip in recent summers were provided by many obvious family parties 
in late Jly.     
Autumn: generally small numbers present daily through Aug becoming more erratic in Spt 
until the last Oct 2nd.    

 
Reed Warblers enjoyed a good summer on the reserve 
 
Common Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 
1 record: 
1 reeling west bank Apr 9th.  
Never a particularly common bird on Lodmoor but this must rate as the poorest year on 
record. 



 
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 
Spring: first Mch 24th. Generally a pretty underwhelming spring. No real falls this year, with 
only about 4-6 daily noted in Apr. And an unusually early end to passage with no singers 
noted in May.     
Autumn: birds noted on Jly 4th and in the CP 8th may have been early migrants or potentially 
birds that had nested locally. Passage, as usual, got underway in earnest in the last week in 
Jly and lasted into Spt, with a series of relatively late singles up to Spt 21st.  
 
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 
Breeding: at least 15 were in territory in May/Jun, most of them in the Lorton Valley/Two Mile 
Coppice areas. First fledged birds by May 31st.      
Winter/Spring: between 1 and 7 daily were around in the early part of the year. And it may 
have been wintering birds that were responsible for the bursts of song  by the beginning of 
Mch, although there was also an obvious arrival of migrants starting the second week of the 
month. Spring passage this year was steady rather than spectacular with no notable falls.  
Autumn: epic numbers -- by Lodmoor standards -- moved through in Spt and Oct. Huge falls 
incl. at least 200 around the reserve and surrounding area Spt 22nd, and 100+ daily from 25th - 
29th. Oct didn’t quite match these numbers but around 50 turned up 5th, before falling to fewer 
than 20 a day by mid month.    
Winter: not surprisingly the autumn Chiff fest meant higher than average numbers still visible 
in Nov and Dec. About 20 remained in the wider area until the end of the year. More Chiffs 
than ever are wintering. There is, though, some evidence that some move on mid winter…in 
the last few years numbers in Dec have been noticably higher than Jan or Feb.  
It is easy to take Chiffs for granted, as a default common migrant, but the falls in Spt provided 
some memorable birding…even if sifting through the flocks didn’t produce a rarity!  
Siberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybitta tristis 
1 record: 
1 showing characteristics of tristis near the Horselynch gate Nov 20th.. 
From 2014 to 2021 this subspecies was recorded annually…but this is the first potential 
candidate since then.  
 
Yellow browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 
1 record; 
1 reported with mixed tit flock Nov 15th…but, despite much searching, it couldn’t be refound.  
 
*Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 
Spring: 1 Apr 23rd. 
Autumn: singles Jly 16th, 25th, Aug 2nd, 6th, 7th, and 3 9th.   
Garden warbler remains a scarce, mainly autumn migrant with most of the records in late Jly 
and Aug. 
RSPB claims that Garden warbler breeds on Lodmoor are, to put it mildly, far fetched. In more 
than 30 years not one of a group of experienced  birders has ever found any evidence this 
species nests anywhere on or around Lodmoor/Lorton Valley. Indeed it appears unknown as 
a breeding species anywhere in the Weymouth area. Blackcaps(which often engage in 
subsong) are, however, a common and vocal breeder/migrant.   
 
Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca 
Spring/Breeding: first arrival Apr 14th. Noted regularly from the last week in Apr with 4 a day 
still rattling away in May. At least 3 pairs were in territory in the Lorton Valley through the 
summer, along with at least I pair along the west path. A family of 4 in a birder’s garden Jun 
10th provided further proof of local breeding.      
Autumn: poor…for the second year in a row. Very few after what looked like local family 
parties had moved on. Just a handful up to Spt 16th.  
An otherwise disappointing autumn, however, was redeemed by the presence of an individual 
showing some  characteristics of one of the eastern races(possibly blythii) Nov 12th - 18th.    
       



 
Potential bythii Lesser Whitethroat west path November                                Nigel Taylor 
 
Common Whitethroat Curruca communis 
Spring/breeding: first Apr 9th. In common with a number of regular summer visitors/migrants 
spring passage was sub optimal. Passage was steady if unspectacular with no significant falls. 
Up to 6 a day were noted in the last week of Apr but by early May had largely petered out.   
At least 9 pairs remained were in territory…mainly in the Lorton Valley, on the west bank and 
at Overcombe. 
Autumn: something of a non event this year. No more than 5 daily were trickling through from 
early Aug through Spt, with several late(ish) birds through to Oct 1st.    
    
Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 
Winter/Spring: a male on Jan 30th was followed by several records in early Mch. The increase 
in wintering birds makes it -- like Chiffchaff -- hard to separate resident birds from newly 
arrived migrants. At any rate birds were singing by late Mch and early Apr. Subsequently we 
enjoyed a bumper spring for migrant Blackcaps with several really impressive falls by 
Lodmoor standards, incl. 60+ Apr 22nd.     
Breeding: between 9 and 11 males remained to hold territory mainly in Two Mile Coppice, 
Horselynch and the Lorton Valley. A claim of 25 males “in territory” in 2024 is, sadly, a 
seriously exagerated and misleading figure…presumably the result of RSPB surveyors failing 
to distinguish between singing migrants and breeding birds. This is one of the obvious pitfalls 
of occasional visits in spring compared the more consistent coverage by regulars familiar with 
Lodmoor.  
Autumn/Winter: unexceptional numbers were logged through Spt- early Nov. Subsequently, 
however, more individuals than ever hung around to winter(see also Chiffchaff).  Up to 6 were 
recorded around the reserve well into Dec, although they became harder to find by the end of 
the year. 
 
Dartford Warbler Curruca undata  
1 record: 
west path Oct 26th, 29th.  
Several years of birds wintering and even showing up occasionally in the spring and summer 
raised hopes that Dartfords could return on the west bank as a breeding species. But, judging 
from this showing, we may have to wait a while yet.   
 



 
Goldcrest Regulus regulus 
Breeding: birds nested in the CP, Two Mile Coppice and the conifers by the rugby club. The 
modest breeding population probably amounts to about 7 pairs…an adult was seen feeding 
young in the CP in Jun.    
Passage/wintering: present in small numbers year round. Fairly thin on the ground in the early 
part of the year. It was, however, an excellent crest autumn. A flurry of obvious arrrival was 
noted from late Spt, though Oct and into Nov. As a result good numbers were present around 
te reserve, CP, Lorton Valley and Two Mile Coppice throughout Dec. Perhaps as many as 30 
were wintering.   
 
Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla 
Winter/Spring: single(s) CP Jan 5th, 7th , 9th, 10th and west path Feb 14th, 22nd, followed by one 
singing Apr 5th.  
Autumn/Winter: singles Spt 22nd, followed by a whole series of records of at least 6  birds Oct 
22nd - Dec 31st…incl. a regular along the west path, a second Beachdown, a third Two Mile 
Coppice, 2 by Horselynch and another Sainsbury car park. 
Aside from the time they bred in 2019 Firecrest can be surprisingly hard to connect with 
around Lodmoor. So, the presence of a number of showy and reliable wintering birds in Nov 
and Dec brightened a number of otherwise gloomy mornings.     

 
An avian gem..wintering Firecrest                                                             Phil Cheeseman  
 
*Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea 
Several records of birds that likely breed just beyond Lodmoor’s boundary, further up the 
Lorton Valley.     
1 Two Mile Coppice Jan 8th, 17th. 
1 Two Mile Coppice Jun 4th, 23rd. 
1 calling from the borders of the Country Park Spt 20th.  
     
 
 
 



Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 
Breeding: once again present year round in Two Mile Coppice and the Country Park. Two 
different family parties were noted in 2MC in Jun, with another in the CP in Jly. 
There were also at least 2 records for Lodmoor itself -- something of a rarity on the reserve. 
What may have been the same wandering individual in the trees by west path Oct 30th and 
Nov 26th.  
 
Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 
An ever present and abundant breeding bird.  
 
Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
Breeding: commonly breeds in the wider area.  An indication of just how common was a day 
time flock of 700+ foraging on the west scrape in Oct. 
Passage: often overlooked as an autumn migrant. But in Oct it was hard to miss the number 
of birds heading purposefully sw over Lodmoor..often coinciding with corvid and finch 
passage. A max. day count of 1500 sw was logged on 28th. And what looked very much like 
flocks of passage birds continued near daily through much of Nov.  
 
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 
Once again confined to a few autumn migrants. 
1 w Jly 9th was presumbably a post breeder from not too far away.   
Subsequently there were a number of records of singles from Oct 5th, with 2 in the CP in early 
Dec. There was a suspicion that most, if not all, of these records may have related to the 
same couple if birds hanging around on the west side/CP.  
 
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 
Breeding: a total of about 12 to 15 pairs held territory around Lodmoor, the CP and Lorton 
Valley, incl. Horselynch and Two Mile Coppice.      
Winter/Passage: a strong showing in the autumn. Falls incl. 70+ Oct 22nd, and up to 30 on 
several dates in the first half of Nov. Many stayed -- along with Blackbirds and Redwings -- to 
fatten up on what looked like a berry crop. And at least 20 were still foraging along the west 
path in late Nov. Numbers dropped rapidly once the berry bushes were stripped and by the 
end of the year a circuit of the reserve might only yield you 3 or 4 birds.         
 
Redwing Turdus iliacus 
Winter/Spring: up to 25 were erratically present in the CP area in Jan and Feb, with at least 5 
still present late Mch. But 40+ e Mch 24th may have been additional migrants.  
1 Mch 20th was heard briefly singing. 
Autumn/Winter: the first birds of the autumn were noted Oct 12th. Subsequently modest 
numbers…mainly single figures…were going through early mornings on a near daily basis to 
mid Nov. 
In late autumn a spectacular berry crop along the west path triggered a thrush fest in Nov and 
Dec, featuring up to 20 Redwing. These beautiful birds gave prolonged and close views 
daily…we’ll miss them when they’ve gone. A separate flock were also present in Two Mile 
Coppice by the end of the year.     
  
Common Blackbird Turdus merula 
Breeding: Common and widespread.    
Autumn: in common with other thrushes some pronounced arrivals in the autumn. The 
attraction on the west path was clealy the berry crop. Numbers peaked  at around 40+ on the 
west side in mid Nov. And, unlike Redwing and Song thrush, many stayed to the end of the 
year.       
  
*Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 
Just 6 records: 
single(s) over Mch 24th, 27th, 28th.  
1 west bank Nov 12th.  
3 west bank Nov 27th and 2, possibly the same, Lorton Valley 29th.   
1 Horselynch, then se Dec 23rd.   
  



 
*Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 
4 records: 
1 calling west bank Spt 23rd. 
immature male west bank Oct 22nd. 
1 Oct 30th.  
male west bank Nov 13th.   
A pretty good year by Lodmoor standards. The number of records on the west bank suggests 
that a few more may well have gone through undetected in the scrub and hedgerows on the 
Southdown Ridge…this species other favourite hangout at Lodmoor. 
 
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 
Another blank spring. 
But the autumn made up for that with near record breaking numbers.   
Starting with a juv on Jly 30th at least another 30 graced the reserve and CP on many dates 
until Spt 24th.  
The flycatcher fiesta, however, didn’t include any Pied flys….2025 was one of those rare 
years without a single record.    
 
European Robin Erithacus rubecula 
Breeding: an ever present and very common breeding resident.  
Passage: the usual obvious arrivals of immigrants in Oct.   
 
*Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Just 4 records: 
female Apr 7th. 
singles Aug 7th, 15th and 16th, 31st.  
2024 was arguably one of the poorest years on record for this colourful migrant…2025 wasn’t 
much better. 
 
*Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 
Just 5 records of singles: 
Aug 30th, Spt 19th, 21st, 22nd, 27th.      
 
European Stonechat Saxicola torquata 
Breeding: the only evidence of potential breeding this year was a male on Lorton Meadows 
May 17th.   
Winter: 1 - 2 wintered from Jan to early Mch and 2/3 were present Dec.  
Passage: first obvious immigrant Spt 12th. Subsequently rather poor numbers this year, with a 
max of just 3/4 in Oct(see also Wheatear).   
 
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 
Spring: appalling…a mere 19 noted Mch 9th - Apr 29th.       
Autumn: even worse…just 11 logged.Aug 5th - Oct 13th. 
What is going on? Even if you assume some birds haven’t been reported by observers 
numbers are clearly falling off a cliff at Lodmoor….and the scale of the decline is only 
matched by its speed.  

To put this into perspective an annual total of 75 records in 2020 was considered a 
disappointing year.  
 

Dunnock Prunella modularis 
Remains a very common ever present resident. 
 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
Breeding: the colonies along Southdown, Greenhill and Weymouth rugby club continue in 
rude health.          
 



 
Death of an Emperor 
 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
Winter/Spring: 1/2  regularly to Mch 20th. Then 2 very late records(for this species) May 3rd 
and Jun 1st.   
Autumn/Winter: first returning bird Aug 19th, followed by 6n 21st. As usual an almost daily 
passage bird from early Spt through to late Oct.  
2 /3 remained until the end of the year. 
 
Western yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Spring: 3 over Apr 5th, 1 14th.  
Autumn: first Jly 25th, 26th. Then generally steady rather than spectacular passage near daily 
from Aug 13th - Spt 27th, incl. a small number roosting. Peak counts of 15 Aug 19th, 10 over 
25th and 12 Spt 5th.  
Another poor spring but a respectable showing in autumn. 
 
Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 
Breeding: incl. pair with 3 fledged young Greenhill in Jun. 
Winter: up to 90 roosted in Nov. 
White Wagtails Motacilla alba alba  incl. Mch 17th, Spt 15th, 2 16th, 1 18th. 
 
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 
Winter/Spring: up to a dozen were noted around Horselynch and Overcombe in the eary part 
of the year.  
For the second year in a row we enjoyed impressive spring passage(by the standards of a 
migrant that is much more numerous in autumn). Starting on Mch 3rd a steady arrival of up to 
12  day a noted on many dates to Apr 4th.   
Autumn/Winter: passage was noted from Aug 29th. Subsequently below average numbers 
went over…the only really big day count was 570 Spt 22nd. 
An impressive number wintered. A single flock of 45 birds frequented the top fields near 
Horselynch until the end of the year.    
 
*Eurasian Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 
The usual smattering of singles on Preston Beach and Greenhill groyne: 
Feb 6th, Spt 12th, Oct 13th, Nov 13th, Dec 5th, 14th.        
Most, if not all these records, probably relate to birds wandering from their usual wintering 
haunts round The Nothe and Bowleaze   
 



 
Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 
Winter/Spring: 1 - 3 regularly noted Overcombe, and on occasions visiting the main Moor in 
Jan through to at least Mch 15th. 1 very late bird -- presumably a migrant -- Apr 18th.  
Autumn/Winter: first Oct 29th. Then a series of records of mainly singles, but up to 3 
throughout Nov and Dec. Most of these were seen/heard over/on Lodmoor rather than 
Overcombe.  
After a number of lean years this was something of a return to form. Numbers remain 
low…compared to counts of 6 or more together in the past…but the frequency of records 
demonstrates a small but regular wintering population again.        
 
*Brambling Fringilla montifringilla   
4 records of 9 autumn fly overs: 
1 ne Oct 7th.   
4 n Oct 25th.   
3 Nov 17th.  
1 Nov ne 18th.    
 
Common Chaffinch Fringilla coalebs 
Breeding: 2/3 pairs CP/Weymouth Bay Ave area, 2 pairs around Two Mile Coppice and at 
least 1 pair Horselynch.     
Passage: with the exception of 100+ over sw Oct 22nd it was a bit of a non event this year.  
 

 
Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrrhula 
Breeding: about 6 or 7 pairs now nest in the wider area. The increasing frequency of this 
exotically pretty little finch is something everyone comments on and no wonder a count of 9 
together in Feb shows how well they’ve spread from the northern end/Lorton Valley on to the 
reserve itself.   
Autumn: 5 high w Oct 17th could just have been a local family party but the date, height and 
direction means they could just as likely have been migrants. 
 
 
 



 
 
European Greenfinch Chloris chloris 
Breeding: about 10 pairs were again in territory.      
The resident popuation continues to buck the trend. In contrast to declines noted elsewhere 
the colony on the west side of the reserve continues to thrive. Flocks of up to 36 were noted 
in autumn/early winter, incl. many juvs.One birder noted that on his garden feeders 
Greenfinch had gone from “virtually none” to the second cmmonest species.  
 
Common Linnet Linaria cannabina 
Breeding: once again about 6/7 pairs were in territory..mainly in the gorse of the western side.    
Winter: Lodmoor’s nesting Linnets used to be summer visitors…returning in Mch. But in 
recent years small numbers have been staying through the winter months. Up to 5 were noted 
Jan and Feb and a flock of 14 was still hanging around in late Nov, with at least 7 to the end 
of the year. It is hard to say whether these are breeding birds staying year round or wintering 
individuals that are replaced in the spring by the nesting pairs. 
Passage: bit of a damp squib. Overhead migrants were noted from Spt 23rd through to Nov 
but never in big numbers…in fact vis mig was more of a trickle than a flood. What made this 
strange is that Redpoll and Crossbill passage were both well above average. 
  
Redpoll Acanthis cabaret 
About 65 over on 11 dates Spt 2nd - Nov 20th. Incl. 24 Oct 7th…indeed most occurred during 
the first week in Oct.  
Like Crossbill(see below) an above average autumn. Unlike Crossbill this species has 
become a lot commoner as an autumn migrant in the last 6 years or so.  
  
Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
9 records of 13 fly overs Spt 21st - Nov 2nd.   
These included several smart red males going over as well as the usual green jobs. 
A great showing but generally Crossbill remains a scarce and very erratic autumn migrant. In 
the last 5 years numbers have totalled: 13, 1, 0, 0, 2, and 39(during the bumper autumn of 
2020).  
 
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
Once again a common passage migrant, wintering species and -- in more modest numbers -- 
breeding bird.      
 
Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus   
Spring: 2e Mch 16th, 1 22nd, 1 e 31st.  
Autumn: a vintage movement… approx. 1,300 went over on many dates -- starting unusually 
early on Jly 9th and continuing through to Nov 23rd. From late Spt to late Oct flocks went over 
near daily and incl. several day counts touching three figures. Like the vast majority of 
overhead autumn migrants most birds appeared to be heading north or north west.  
A huge improvement on 2024 and one of Lodmoor’s strongest ever showings of this vocal 
little finch. Numbers, however fell well short of the record breaking totals of 2,250 in 2015.      
 
Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
Breeding: about 6 males were again in territory.In Feb their monotonous song is always one 
of the early signs of spring on Lodmoor. Fledged young were being fed by the end of May. 
Winter: as usual wintering birds frequented the bushes along the west path, the west bank 
and particularly the hedgerows on the Horselynch slope where 7 were present Dec 30th.  
 
*Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 
3 records: 
overhead singles Aug 29th, Aug 30th.  
1 with Meadow pipit/Reed bunting flock top fields Dec 30th.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
BUTTERFLIES        28 species recorded  
Large Skipper  Ochlodes venata    
Small Skipper  Thymelicus sylvestris 
Lulworth Skipper  Thymelicus acteon                           
At least 3 Furzey Cliffs late Jun 
Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni     
On the wing by Feb 22nd    
Large White  Pieris brasicae  
Green veined White  Pieris napi 
Small White  Pieris rapae  
Orange tip  Anthocaris cardemines 
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus  
Holly Blue Celastaina argiolus  
Comma Polygonia c-album          
good numbers this year.   
Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus 
 

 
American Painted Lady Vanessa virginiensis                 
photographed at the seaward end of reserve Spt 22nd. First for Lodmoor. 



 
 
 
Peacock  Inachis io   
Small Tortoiseshell Alais urticae  
Red Admiral  Venessa atalanta 
Incl. An influx in late June, as well as a number of late fliers in Nov. 
Marbled White  Melanagia galathea 
Meadow Brown  Manida jurtina 
Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus  
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus 
Painted Lady  Cynthia cardui 
Wall Brown  Lasiommata megara   
Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria 
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus 
Wall Brown  Lasiommata megara   
Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria 
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 
 
 
ODONATA       25 species recorded 
Hairy Dragonfly  Brachytron pratense 
This species has become signiificantly more common in recent summers.       
Migrant Hawker   Aeshna mixta 
Southern Hawker  Aeshna cyanea 
Southern Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta 
Up to 3 on one of the largely dried out Blue Pools throughout Aug…strongly suggesting 
breeding.  
Green eyed/Norfolk Hawker Aeshna isoceles  
Active from mid May. Now well estsblished and common. 
Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator 
Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope 
1 Jly 24th, 2 ovipositing in a birder’s garden pond.  
Golden Ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii 
1 May 15th and then up to 3 a day in late Jly, early Jly…implying breeding.  
Broad bodied Chaser  Libellula depressa 
Four spotted Chaser  Libellula quadrimaculata 
Established on Lorton Valley pool. Also noted Beachdown early Jun. 
Scarce Chaser Libellula fulva 
Geoff’s garden in May, Beachdown and new bridge in late Jun. They live up to their name on 
Lodmoor, so nice to see after a blank year in 2024. 
Black tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum 
Keeled Skimmer Orthetrum coerulescens 
1 by new bridge Jun 27th. 
Common Darter   Sympetrum striolatum 
Common! On the wing from early Jly to Nov. 
Ruddy Darter Sympetrum sanguineum 
Records from both Beachdown and the west path in late Spt. A hard dragon to see on 
Lodmoor in recent summers.  
Red veined Darter  Sympetrum fonscolombii 
1 May 16th, 2 Jly 25th.  
Beautiful demoiselle  Calopteryx virgo 
5 Overcombe in May, where probably breeding along stream. Also visited a birder’s garden in 
May.  
Banded demoiselle  Calopteryx splendens 
Fairly regular on the ponds at Lorton Valley VC. 
Large red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula 
Common blue Damselfly   Emallagma cyathigerum 
Blue tailed Damselfly   Ischura elegans  



Azure Damselfly 
Up to 6 visiting Nevil’s garden pond. 
Emerald Damselfly 
Horselynch pools in Jun and Jly.   
Small red eyed Damselfly 
Visited a birder’s moth trap on Brackendown Jly 22nd.   

 
Varied Damselfly                                                                                           Geoff Lightfoot 
 
Varied Damselfly 
1 Geoff’s garden pond May 3rd ..see photo...first confirmed record for Lodmoor.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MAMMALS  

 
Bad hair day..Sika by Beachdown 
 
Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra 
Three sightings this year: Blue Pool Jan 16th, pb pool Oct 28th, Nov 3rd. Even allowing for the 
fact they may not always be here(maybe commuting from Radipole) it is, nevertheless, 
amazing that they can remain so elusive.  Still, it’s great to have them.   
Sika Cervus nippon 
Gatherings of 13 in Jan and 14 in Dec demonstrate how well established this introduced 
Cervus has become. Fawns noted late Apr and Jly.  
Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 
Still clinging on as a breeding species. A road kill on Greenhill was a particluarly depressing 
sight.   
Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus 
Occasional sightings in the bay...most regular in winter. 
Western European Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus 
Regular in a birder’s garden, near CP, in Jly and Aug.    
Bank Vole Myodes glareolus. 
1 Beachdown in Apr.  
Eurasian Pygmy Shrew Sorex minutus  
Serontine I Jun 11th . 
 

+ European Rabbit  Orctolegus cuniculus, European Badger Meles meles, 
Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolenensis, Red Fox Vulpes vulpes, Least Weasel Mustela 
nivalis,  Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus, Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus, Common 
Shrew Sorex areneus, European Mole Talpa europaea 
 
AMPHIBEANS  



Common Toad, Common Frog, Smooth Newt.    
 

 

 


