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Weather 2025 
 

 
 
 
January weather was very mixed. The temperature was perhaps colder than average but 
there was only three days of frost. Rainfall was high with 17 days of rain totalling 120mm 
and it was also the windiest month of the year with 5 days of gales. February was 
unremarkable. March saw the beginning of high pressure dominated weather which led to 
very dry, sunny weather for much of the month. April largely continued in the same pattern, 
a much dryer and warmer month than average with meaningful rain confined to just two 
days mid-month. The dry warm weather, now well established continued through May and 
drought conditions were developing. June was very warm and there was little change in 
July with the dryer and warmer than average weather resulted in Dorset being placed 
into prolonged dry weather status. By August the drought was having significant impact, 
most ponds within the recording area dried out and wildfires caused the fire service to 
declare major incidents, however the weather finally broke on the 29th when torrential rain 
caused local flooding. There was more rain and stiff winds in the first week of September 
and the weather remained mild and unsettled. October was again mild with winds from the 
south and west predominant for much of the time. This continued in November with 
exceptionally mild weather for the time of year. Like October, rainfall was average. 
Decemberôs rainfall was the highest of the year but the 133mm came in the first three 
weeks of the month after which, finally, we experienced some frost, clear skies and an 
easterly wind.  
 
Sources - Bosn2 weather station West Bexington (William Knapman) and The Met Office. 

2025 Mean temp C Max temp C Min temp C Total Rain mmDays of RainWind Ave MPHWind Max MPHDays of gale

Jan 7 12 -1 120 17 8 57 5
Feb 7 12 2 59 14 7 34 0
Mar 9 18 -1 7 4 6 29 0
Apr 12 23 3 56 11 6 51 0
May 14 24 4 28 6 7 34 0
Jun 17 28 9 60 8 7 31 0
Jul 18 25 12 20 11 6 32 0
Aug 18 27 11 70 7 7 33 0
Sep 15 21 6 70 16 10 46 2
Oct 13 18 5 60 12 9 49 2
Nov 11 16 -1 84 19 10 41 1
Dec 9 14 -1 133 17 9 43 5
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Sand Martin (West Bexington 26 th September 2025)   
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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 
 
January  
The year started with a good count of 10 Cirl Buntings. These birds would be seen most 
days until they began to disperse at the start of the breeding season. Around 100 Golden 
Plovers were noted on the 8th with another 34 on the 9th and circa. 200 on the 10th. 32 
Brent Geese flew through on the 11th and18 Fieldfares were a good count on the 12th. The 
yearôs first Jack Snipe was also seen on the 12th. A Marsh Harrier and a Merlin both 
appeared on the 17th with further sightings of both before the end of the month. A Little 
Gull was seen on the 27th and there was a good count of 27 Gadwall on the same day. 
 
February  
The Marsh Harrier was seen again on the 2nd and was noted regularly throughout the 
month. The Jack Snipe from January was seen again on the 9th, and the yearôs only 
Woodcock was flushed on the 16th. A Curlew flew through on the 21st and an unseasonal 
Rock Pipit was seen on the 28th. There were 15 records of Red-throated Diver during the 
month. 
 
March  
Two Barnacle Geese flew east on the 1st and 21 Golden Plover were seen on the 3rd. The 
yearôs only Black-tailed Godwit arrived on the 4th and stayed 3 days. A Curlew was seen 
on the 10th, and a  likely migrant Dartford Warbler and the yearôs first Wheater were both 
noted on the 12th. A Redshank was recorded on the 17th and a Little Ringed Plover on the 
18th which stayed 7 days. A Grey Plover was seen on the 20th and a Golden Plover on the 
22nd. A Redshank was seen on the 27th and a Hooded Crow was a great find on the 28th. 
Another Little ringed Plover was found on the 31st. There were 44 records of Red-throated 
Diver during the month. 
 
April  
At least 1 Little Ringed Plover was still present on the 1st and a Jack Snipe on the same 
day proved to be the last of the first winter period. A Green Sandpiper was seen on the 2nd 
and a Black Redstart on the 3rd lingered for three days. 5 Common Redstarts were seen 
on the 5th with another 4 on the 6th. A presumed adult Baltic Gull was photographed on the 
9th with a Hoopoe, Common Sandpiper and Common Redstart all seen on the 10th. A 
further Common Sandpiper was recorded on the 14th, a Marsh Harrier on the 15th and a 
further two Common Sandpipers on the 18th. 
 
May 
A very smart male Red-breasted Merganser was seen on the 5th and 2 Little Gulls on 9th. 
The gulls proved to be the first sighting of up to 3 birds recorded regularly up until 14th. 
There were sightings of Marsh Harrier on the 13th and 15th, a Great Northen Diver on the 
18th and 3 Bar-tailed Godwits 19th. On the 21st it was confirmed that the first of three pairs 
of Cirl Buntings had successfully bred. 
 
June  
The first Hobby of the year was seen on the 1st and a Curlew on the 12th.There was a 
Redshank on the 15th and a summer plumaged Great Northern Diver on the 16th which 
remained for three days. 3 Juvenile Bearded Tits arrived on the 18th, a Rock Pipit on the 
22nd, a Kingfisher on the 27th and a singing Corn Bunting on the 30th. 
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July  
The male Corn Bunting  was still singing on the 1st and by the end of the month had 
attracted a mate. A singing Quail was a great find on the 2nd, a Marsh Harrier was seen on 
the 3rd and the first juvenile Yellow-legged Gulls of the year arrived on the 14th. A Hobby 
was seen on 18th and there was a good count of 13 Little Egrets on the same day. 
Returning waders began to be seen from 21st with a Redshank followed by a Green 
Sandpiper on the 22nd which remain until the 8th August and which was joined by a second 
bird on the 24th. 3 Yellow Wagtails were seen on the 25th and a Greylag Goose on the 29th.   
 

August  
A Great White Egret was seen on the 5th and the number of Yellow Wagtails had risen to 
10 by the 10th. A Greylag Goose was seen on the 14th and there was confirmation that the 
the Corn Bunting pair had bred when a family party of 4 was seen on the 15th. A Hobby 
was also seen on the 15th and a Common Redstart on the 20th. The yearôs only 
Grasshopper Warbler was recorded on the 21st and a Bearded Tit seen on the 22nd was 
joined by a second on the 23rd. A juvenile Caspian Gull arrived on the 24th and lingered for 
seven days. A Common Redstart was also seen on the 24th with both a smart juvenile 
Sabineôs Gull and Shag on the 31st.  
 

September  
A Bearded Tit and a Grey Phalarope were noted on the 1st with a Green Sandpiper and 2 
Grey Phalaropes on the 4th. Green Sandpiper and Common Sandpiper were seen on the 
5th and a Redstart on the 6th. 81 Balearic Shearwaters were a great sight on the 7th with 
another 45 two days later. A Redshank was seen on the 8th and a Great White Egret on 
the 14th. A Yellow-legged Gull was recorded on the 16th and yet another Grey Phalarope 
on the 17th. Around 5,000 House Martins passed through between the 24th and 26th and a 
classic first winter Caspian Gull lingered on the 28th. Also on the 28th at least 120, 
presumed sinensis, Cormorants flew west. This proved to be almost a daily occurrence up 
until 19th October with a peak count of 148 on 15th. A Ring Ouzel was seen on the 28th. 
 

October  
A Bearded Tit was seen on the 1st and a desiccated Storm Petrel carcass was collected 
from the beach which had likely washed up before the summer. A juvenile Merlin was seen 
on 2nd, 6 Whooper Swans flew west on the 6th and an Arctic Skua was seen on the 7th. The 
Merlin was seen again on the 11th and started a 25 day stay. A Marsh Harrier was seen on 
the 16th and wintering Cirl Buntings began to appear towards the end of the month with 4 
or 5 frequently seen together.  
 

November  
A Firecrest was seen on the 7th and a Marsh Harrier from the 8th which was seen most 
days until the end of the year. Two Black Redstarts appeared in the village on the 15th with 
one remaining until 17th. Also on the 17th were sightings of Short-eared Owl, Firecrest and 
circa. 100,000 migrating Woodpigeons. Another Firecrest was seen on the 23rd, a Great 
White Egret on the 24th and 2 Cattle Egrets on the 25th. 
 

December  
One of the Cattle Egrets from November was still present on the 1st and Siberian 
Chiffchaffs were seen on the 10th and 13th.  Two Firecrests were also seen on the 13th. 
The Cirl Bunting Count had risen to 10 by the 16th and another Firecrest was seen that 
day. Two Siberian Chiffchaffs were seen together on the 27th, two Brent Geese on the 29th 
with 10 Golden Plover and  jack Snipe on the 30th. There was a good count of 42 
Greenfinch on the 31st along with a Jack Snipe and 6 Brent Geese but these were eclipsed 
by 2 White-fronted Geese near the mere, the first to linger here. 
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2025 Statistics  
 
157 full species were recorded in 2025 along with 3 or 4 sub-species.  
 
Over the last seven years there has been a collaboration between the IOC World Bird List, 
ebird and Clements to harmonise global avian taxonomies. This was completed at the end 
of 2025 with the publication of the unified global avian taxonomy - AviList. As of January 
2026, the BOU (British Ornithologistsô Union) has adopted this new taxonomy and this 
report follows that change. As well as a revision of species order, the taxonomic review 
has resulted in many changes and pertinent to our recording area were the lumping of 
Hooded Crow with Carrion Crow, Eurasian Teal with Green Winged Teal and Arctic, 
Common and Lesser Redpolls into a single species.  
 
As a result of the above four species have been lost to the recording areaôs species list. 
No new species was added in 2025 the recording area species total now stands at 275.  
 
 
 

  



 10 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS  
 
COMMON WILDFOWL MONTHLY MAXIMA AT WEST BEXINGTON (ADULTS ONLY)  
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

Mute                          
Swan 

3  4  10        

Brent 
Goose  

32          2 6 

Canada 
Goose  

72 4 4  17 72 48 104 190 37 30 37 

Shelduck  
 

4 2 2 2 2   1  2  1 

Tufted 
Duck  

18 23 16 4 4 18 6 7 7 1 7 28 

Shovele r 
 

37 58 33 3 2     2 19 54 

Gadwall  
 

27 2 3       1  5 

Mallard  
 

22   8 1 1 9   9 21 52 

Wigeon  
 

22 4          6 

Pintail  
 

2 2 4          

Teal 
 

22 24 31 26   6 15 9 3 10 54 

 
MUTE SWAN    Cygnus olor   
Common winter visitor, breeding occasionally  
  
West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table  
 

One pair bred in the nature reserve at West Bexington producing two young. The adults 
ówalkedô the young out onto Big Pond but vanished a few days later. No significant counts. 
 
WHOOPER SWAN    Cygnus cygnus  
Rare winter visitor  
 

West Bexington A group of six birds flew through west on 6th Oct. They were 
found at Colyford Common, Devon later in the morning. 

 

 
 
Whooper Swans  (West Bexington 6 th October 2025)  
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BRENT GOOSE    Branta bernicla    
Uncommon winter visitor  
 

West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table  
 
 There were few sightings this year. All birds seen were considered to be Dark-bellied. 
 

 
 
Brent Geese (West Bexington 31 st December 2025)  A juvenile o n the left.  
 
CANADA GOOSE     Branta canadensis   
Common resident, breeding occasionally  
 

West Bexington   See Wildfowl Table  
 

Did not breed here in 2025. 
 
Max count: West Bexington - 190 on 1st Sept. 
 
BARNACLE GOOSE    Branta leucopsis  
Rare winter visitor  
 

West Bexington 2 east on 1st Mar. 
 
Just the one record this year. 
 
GREYLAG GOOSE    Anser anser    
Scarce  visitor (wild birds would be extremely rare and most are considered feral)  
 

West Bexington 1 on 29th Jul and another on 14th Aug. 
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WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE  Anser albifrons   
Rare winter visitor  
 

West Bexington  2 on 31st Dec. 
 
There was an influx of ógreyô geese into southern England during the last week of 
December, and we hoped we might encounter either Tundra Bean Geese or White-fronted 
Geese at that time. As it was, only White-fronted were seen and only on the last day of the 
year.  
 
There are five races of White-fronted Geese, two of which occur in the UK.  
 
These birds were of the nominate race Anser albifrons albifrons  known as Russian White-
fronted Geese. They were last recorded here in 2020 when five were seen flying west on 
31st Oct. Before that, the only previous record was of a flock of twenty-nine flying low east 
on 25th Feb 2003. This yearôs birds were the first to linger. 
  
The other race is Anser albifrons flavirostris or Greenland White-fronted Geese. This form 
was recorded here in 2008 and 2016. 
 

 
 
White -fronted Geese (West Bexington 31 st December 2025)  
 
EGYPTIAN GOOSE   Alopochen aegyptiaca   
Rare visitor  but increasing.  
 
West Bexington  2 on 19th Jan and 2 on 27th Feb. 
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COMMON SHELDUCK   Tadorna tadorna   
Common resident, mainly outside of the breeding season  
 
West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table  
 
No significant counts.  
 
A juvenile flew west on 1st August. 
 
COMMON SCOTER   Melanitta nigra    
Winter visitor and offshore migrant  
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Total West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

2  20 17 9 3 8  2 4   

2  30 21 9 3 8  4 6   

 
Very poor numbers this year.  
 
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER   Mergus serrator    
Scarce w inter visitor  
 
Cogden    1 male on 5th May.    
 

 
 
Red-breasted Merganser (Cogden 5 th May 2025)  ©Gavin Haig  
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COMMON POCHARD   Aythya ferina    
Scarce winter visitor  
 
West Bexington  2 females from 6th Jan were joined by 2 males on 6th Feb. All  

4 birds remained until 21st Feb. Then, 2 birds on 13th Dec and 
1 on 22nd Dec. 

 
TUFTED DUCK    Aythya fuligula    
Winter visitor  
 
West Bexington   See Wildfowl Table   
 
Only modest numbers in either winter period, but three pairs bred at West Bexington this 
year.  
 
NORTHERN SHOVELER   Spatula clypeata    
Common winter visitor  
 
West Bexington   See Wildfowl Table  
 
Numbers were very slightly down on 2024. The peak count was of 58 birds recorded on  
14th February at West Bexington. 
 
GADWALL      Mareca strepera    
Uncommon winter visitor  
 
West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table  
 
This species is only generally recorded in low numbers, so 27 together on 27th February 
was particularly noteworthy. 
 
EURASIAN WIGEON   Mareca penelope    
Common winter visitor  
 
West Bexington  See Wildfowl Table  
 
Again, generally low numbers other than in January.  
 
 
MALLARD      Anas platyrhynchos   
Common resident  
 
West Bexington   See Wildfowl Table  
 
At least three pairs bred at West Bexington this year. 
 
PINTAIL     Anas acuta    
Uncommon winter visitor  
 
West Bexington   See Wildfowl Table  
 
As usual, only a few recorded.  
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COMMON TEAL    Anas crecca    
Common winter visitor  
 
West Bexington   See Wildfowl Table  
 
Below average numbers. The highest count was just 54 on 14th December. 
 
COMMON PHEASANT   Phasianus colchicus  
Common resident , supplemented with released birds  each autumn . Occasional 
breeder.  
 
Noted regularly throughout the year. 
 
Breeding was confirmed at West Bexington in 2025. 
 
COMMON QUAIL     Coturnix coturnix  
Rare migrant  
 
Cogden   1 singing on 28th May. 
 

 
As is usual with this species, the bird was initially located by ósongô. It was singing regularly 
and was moving steadily along an informal path through long grass, even showing very 
briefly before it disappeared off the path to one side. The song was the simple three-part 
phrase generally described as ówet-my-lipsô but which has been variously interpreted as 
ópick per-wick, óquik wik-ikô, óquick qu-ikô or ówit we-witô with a slightly longer pause between 
the first two elements. I took the opportunity to make a recording and later generated a 
spectrogram part of which is reproduced above. In it the three-part phrase is repeated four 
times   
 
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE  Alectoris rufa  
Fairly common resident (Birds at West Bexington probably refer to released birds 
from the Puncknowle estate)  
 
Noted regularly throughout the year including several presumed pairs during the breeding 
season. 
 
No evidence of breeding in 2025. 
 
A high count of 16 on 5th December was certainly related to released birds. 
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LITTLE GREBE     Tachybaptus ruficollis   
Locally common breeding bird and occasional winter visitor  
 
West Bexington Pairs were recorded in the nature reserve and on Big Pond. 

Breeding was suspected at both sites, but nest building was not 
witnessed and the only juvenile bird seen (at the latter site)  
may have come from outside the recording area.  

 

No territories at Cogden this year.  
 

Birds were also seen throughout both winter periods. 
 
RED-NECKED GREBE   Podiceps grisegena   
Rare w inter visitor  
 

West Bexington   An adult on the 10th Oct was the first record here since 2016. 
 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE  Podiceps cristatus   
Winter visitor (Records usually refer to birds feeding at sea on calm days)  
 

Birds were noted off West Bexington and Cogden feeding at sea. 
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

2 4 5 1    1    1 

7 16 23 3    1    1 
 

Annual trend (2000 onwards)  
 

Year 
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2014
Avg . 

Total Bird 
Days 

51 25 45 49 63 78 69 88 78 117 163 31 79 

 

There was an increase in sightings in the first winter period but there was just one record 
in the second. It is hard to determine why other than perhaps an increase in winter storms 
prevented birds from feeding at sea. 
 
COMMON CUCKOO   Cuculus canorus  
Scarce migrant  
 

West Bexington Calling birds on 2nd May and 4th May with 1 seen on 10th May. 
 
First Seen  2nd May 
Last Seen - 
 
COLLARED DOVE     Streptopelia decaocto   
Resident in West Bexington village  
 

West Bexington  A number of pairs were seen displaying / courting around the 
village. No nest sites were looked for, but breeding is sure to 
have taken place. 

No significant counts.  
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WOODPIGEON    Columba palumbus   
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden  

No confirmed breeding, but it is sure to have taken place.  
 

Large autumn movements through Dorset were observed in late October and early 
November, including birds moving through our recording area.  
 
Significant counts: 80-100K on both 16th Nov and 17th Nov.  

 
STOCK DOVE    Columba oenas  
Resident at West Bexington and seen regularly at Cogden  
 

No confirmed breeding, but it is sure to have taken place, especially at Labour-in-Vain 
where birds were seen throughout the year. 
 

No significant counts, although an unknown number will have gone through with the 
Woodpigeon movement. 
 
WATER RAIL     Rallus aquaticus  
Winter visitor with occasional summer records so may breed  
 

Birds regularly heard and occasionally seen in both winter periods.  
 

A ósingingô bird was heard at Cogden during June and a juvenile was seen at West 
Bexington from 8th to 11th Aug. 
 

A severe dry spell, which started in July, led to the eventual drying out of Big Pond at West 
Bexington. As water levels dropped, two Water Rails had to spend more time in the open 
and afforded some great views. One of these was a juvenile. 
 

 
 
Adult Water Rail (West Bexington  8th August 2025)  
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MOORHEN     Gallinula chloropus  
Locally common resident  
 
Recorded regularly throughout the year at both West Bexington and Cogden.  
 
Once again, two pairs successfully bred at West Bexington, one pair on the Mill Pond and 
another on Big Pond. 
 
COMMON COOT    Fulica atra  
Locally common resident (numbers increase briefly late winter, but birds then 
disperse to breeding areas)  
 
Recorded in all months of the year. 
 
Three pairs bred at West Bexington. One pair on Big Pond raising two broods, one in the 
nature reserve and one on the Mill pond. 
 
No significant counts, 22 on West Bexington Mere on 14th Mar was the highest. 
 
OYSTERCATCHER   Haematopus ostralegus  
Uncommon passage migrant  and wintering birds making local movements  
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

  1 1 2 2 2 1 1    

  1 1 6 6 5 1 2    
 

Far fewer bird days than expected this year.  
 
GREY PLOVER     Pluvialis squatarola   
Scarce winter visitor  
 

West Bexington  1 on 19th and 20th Mar. 
 
Just the one record this year. 
 
GOLDEN PLOVER     Pluvialis apricaria   
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather  
 

West Bexington  Circa.100 on 8th Jan, 44 on 9th Jan, circa. 200 on 10th Jan, 17 
on 11th Jan, 1 on 19th Feb, 1 on 2nd Mar, 21 on 3rd Mar, 11 on  
4th Mar and 1 on 22nd Mar. Then, 10 on 30th Dec.     

  
Cogden 14 on 9th Jan. 
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RINGED PLOVER    Charadrius hiaticula  
Irregular winter visitor and regular passage migrant, has bred  
 

Cogden 1 on 31st Aug, 1 on 9th Sept and 1 on 10th Sept.  
 

Significant decrease in records. There were no sightings at West Bexington. 
 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER    Charadrius dubius  
Scarce passage migrant  
 

West Bexington One from 18th to 24th Mar, two on 31st Mar with 1 still on 1st Apr. 
 

No autumn records this year. 
 

 
 
Little Ringed Plover (West Bexington 18 th March 2025)  

Golden Plover  
(West Bexington  
30th December 2025)  
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NORTHERN LAPWING   Vanellus vanellus  
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather (formerly bred in small numbers)  
 

West Bexington  3 on 10th Jan, singles on 14th and 20th Jan and 4 on 21st Feb. 
 Then, 1 on 12th Aug, 2 on 21st Aug, 1 on 24th Dec and 2 on  

26th Dec.   
 

No real hard weather movements in 2025. 
 
WHIMBREL     Numenius phaeopus  
Regular p assage migrant mainly in spring  
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

   12 10  3  1    

   21 14  3  1    

 
It is difficult to understand why, but spring passage passed us by this year. Usually, 
several hundred bird days are recorded but this year just 35. 
 
Hopefully this is just a local fluctuation and not a sign of a dramatic decline. 
 
EURASIAN CURLEW    Numenius arquata  
Uncommon visitor, mainly in spring and autumn  
 
West Bexington 1 east on 21st Feb, 1 east on 10th Mar and 1 on 12th Jun. 
 
BAR-TAILED GODWIT   Limosa lapponica  
Uncommon  passage migrant  
 
West Bexington 3 east on 19th May. 
 
Just one record. Some years Bar-tailed Godwits can pass through in big flocks, if they did 
so this year we missed them. 
 
BLACK -TAILED GODWIT   Limosa limosa  
Scare (but increasing) passage migrant and winter visitor  
 
West Bexington 1 lingered on the Mere from 4th to 6th Mar. 
 
JACK SNIPE     Lymnocryptes minimus  
Scarce winter visitor  
 

West Bexington Just a single bird was recorded on any count from the start of 
the year until 1st Apr. 

 
It took until the end of the year to record the first birds of the 
second winter period, with 2 on the 30th Dec. 
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WOODCOCK    Scolopax rusticola  
Scarce winter visitor, usually in hard weather  
 
Cogden   Just one record of a single bird seen on 16th Feb. 
 
COMMON SNIPE    Gallinago gallinago   
Common winter visitor  
 

Monthly Maxima at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

9 1 5 4     2 2 7 9 

 
A very poor year with just single figure counts in all winter months. 
 
COMMON SANDPIPER   Actitis hypoleucos  
Uncommon migrant  
 

West Bexington  Single birds on 8th Apr, 10th Apr and 14th Apr with 2 on 18th Apr. 
Then, 1 on 5th Sept. 

 
A poor year with just 6 birds. Most years we have recorded more than double this figure. 
 

 

Common Sandpiper  
(West Bexington  
10 April 2025)  
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GREY PHALAROPE    Phalaropus fulicarius  
Rare storm driven visitor in autumn and winter  
 

West Bexington  1 on 1st Sept and 1 on 17th Sept. 
 
Cogden 2 on 4th Sept 
 
All the birds arrived during periods of stormy weather. None lingered. 
 
GREEN SANDPIPER   Tringa ochropus  
Scarce migrant  
 

West Bexington  1 on 2nd Apr. Then, 1 on 9th Jul, 1 from 22nd Jul to 8th Aug with 
2 on the 24th Jul only. 1 on 4th and 5th Sept. 

 
Another poor year but a bird lingering for 18 days was exceptional for our site. 
 
COMMON REDSHANK   Tringa totanus   
Scarce migrant and occasional winter visitor  
 
West Bexington 1 on 17th Mar and 1 on 27th Mar. Then, 1 on 15th Jun and 1 on 

21st Jul. 
 
Cogden 1 on 8th Sept. 
 
A average year. 
 
GREENSHANK    Tringa nebularia  
Scarce migrant  
 
West Bexington 2 on 1st Aug. 
 
Just one record. 
 
SANDERLING    Calidris alba  
Regular spring and occasional autumn migrant  
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

    43   1 6    

    223   2 6    

 
A reasonable spring passage but confined to birds moving through in May. 
 
DUNLIN     Calidris alpina  
Regular spring and autumn migrant but in small numbers  
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

  2 1  10       

  11 1  10       

 
Poor passage this year and no autumn or winter records. 
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ARCTIC SKUA     Stercorarius parasiticus  
Regular but uncommon migrant in spring and autumn  
 
West Bexington Single birds on 26th Jul and 7th Oct. 

 
A very modest passage. 
 
RAZORBILL      Alca torda  
Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter  
 

West Bexington  Few birds noted in 2025, with day counts not exceeding 7.  
and Cogden   
 
COMMON GUILLEMOT   Uria aalge  
Uncommon visitor usually early and late winter  
 

West Bexington  Just the occasional single bird in either winter period.  
and Cogden     
 
AUK Sp.     Alca/Uria  Sp. 
 
West Bexington Big movements (1k+) noted on 9th and 10th Oct with 50+ seen  
and Cogden  on 15th Nov.  
 
SANDWICH TERN    Thalasseus sandvicensis  
Frequent spring and autumn migrant  
 

All records West Bexington and Cogden 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

  2 7 6 3 2 3 2 2   

  3 47 19 7 6 4 2 3   
 

First sighting   21st Mar 
Last Sighting  3rd Oct 
 

As usual April provided the highest counts but fewer records this year. 
 
COMMON TERN    Sterna hirundo  
A common spring migrant and summer visitor  
 

This species is only regularly recorded in summer when the nearby breeding colony at 
Abbotsbury Swannery becomes established.  
 

All records West Bexington and Cogden 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

    5 30 15 7     

    21 104 53 27     
 

First sighting   8th May 
Last Sighting  25th Aug  
 

Seen most days in June and July but rarely in large numbers. A few juveniles were seen in 
August. 
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LITTLE GULL     Hydrocoloeus minutus  
Scarce migrant and winter visitor  
 
West Bexington An adult on 26th Jan. Then, up to three second calendar year 

birds seen regularly from 9th May to 14th Jul. 
 
The second calendar year birds were first found at Abbotsbury Swannery where, 
presumably,  they roosted every night. On days when they went out to sea to feed, they 
often flew west and were seen off West Bexington. 
 

 
 
Second calendar year Little Gull (West Bexington 15 th June 2025)  
 
KITTIWAKE      Rissa tridactyla  
Uncommon visitor in small numbers throughout the year and usually associated 
with stormy weather  
 

West Bexington   1 on 1st Jan, 2 on 7th May, 3 on 12th May, 4 on 3rd Jun,  
and Cogden   7 on 13th Jun, 15 on 20th Jul, 3 juveniles on 12th Sept, 1 on 

20th Oct and 1 on 24th Dec.  
 

SABINEôS GULL    Xema sabini  
Rare migrant, usually storm driven  
 

Cogden A juvenile on 31st Aug lingered for a while off the beach before 
flying east.  
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Juvenile Sabine ôs Gull (Cogden 31 st August 2025)  
  
BLACK -HEADED GULL    Chroicocephalus ridibundus  
Common migrant and winter visitor. Regular in summer  
 

Seen throughout the year.  
 
No significant counts, 72 at West Bexington on 5th Nov was the highest day count. 
 
MEDITERRANEAN GULL        Larus melanocephalus  
Common visitor , mainly in winter  
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington & Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

79 100 2  81 27 75 8 255 143 300 145 

119 183 10  321 127 165 25 369 274 494 533 

 
Recorded in every month except April. Unusually, good numbers of second calendar year 
birds lingered into late spring/early summer. 
 
COMMON GULL    Larus canus  
Common winter visitor (formerly one of the commonest gulls in the winter gull 
roost)  
 

Common throughout both winter periods. 
 
No exceptionally large counts, circa. 300 at West Bexington on 26th Jan and 8th Dec were 
the highest day counts recorded. 
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CASPIAN GULL    Larus cachinnans  
Rare autumn and winter visitor  
 
West Bexington A 1st winter on 28th Sept. 
 
Cogden/West Bexington A juvenile from 24th to 29th  Aug. 
 
There was an exceptional late summer influx of Caspian Gulls into Dorset this year, two of 
which were seen at West Bexington.  
 
The first, a juvenile, was colour ringed. The details from the ringing project stated that it 
had been ringed on 15th June 2025 at North Rhine-Westphalia in Germany, but as a 
Lesser Black-backed Gull. When queried (this bird appeared an obvious Caspian) we had 
the following response:   
 
These birds are ringed in a very mixed colony, most of gulls are hybrids. 
There are Caspian, Yellow-legged, Herring and Lesser Black-backed  as a minimum in this 
interesting colony. Thus, we sometimes change species after photos later. 
 
This bird showed no indication of being a first-generation hybrid. Beyond that it is 
impossible to say but our inclination is to give the bird the benefit of the doubt.  
 
The second bird was a stunning classic first winter and a great example of this age group. 
 

 
 
Juvenile Caspian Gull (West Bexington 26 th August 2025)  
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First  winter Caspian Gull (West Bexington 28 th September)  
 
HERRING GULL    Larus argentatus argenteus  
Common breeding resident  
 
Only six nests were counted in the small rooftop colony at West Bexington village from 
which just a few young fledged. Interestingly, two young that were blown off a roof and 
roosting in a garden, were seen (by the light of a security camera) being taken by a Tawny 
Owl.    
 
Significant counts: West Bexington/Cogden -. Around 3,000-4,000 from 16th to  

18th May feeding on Whitebait. 
 
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL    Larus michahellis  
Uncommon autumn visitor  
 
West Bexington 2 juvenile birds on 14th Jul with further single juvenile/first 

winter birds seen up until 21st Aug. A first winter bird was seen 
on 16th Sept. 

 
GREAT BLACK -BACKED GULL   Larus marinus  
Resident in small numbers but does not breed (numbers can increase in stormy 
weather)  
 

Recorded on most days with daily counts usually into double figures. 
 
No significant counts, circa. 100 at West Bexington on 20th Oct was the highest day count.  
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LESSER BLACK -BACKED GULL  Larus fuscus graeselli  
Regular winter visitor  and passage migrant in relatively low  numbers  
 

Recorded regularly in both winter periods, but only in low numbers. 
 
Intermedius Lesser Black -backed Gull  Larus fuscus intermedius   
 
West Bexington  1 on 20th Jan and 1 on 14th Feb. 
 
Baltic  Gull       Larus fuscus fuscus   
 
West Bexington   A presumed fuscus on 9th Apr. 
 
On 8th April 2023 we found Dorsetôs first accepted Baltic Gull at West Bexington, it was a 
colour ringed bird from Finland. Two years later, almost to the day, we found the bird 
below also at West Bexington. With sooty black plumage, tiny white primary tips and only a 
small mirror on P10 (the tenth primary of each wing) It was difficult to see it as anything 
other than another Baltic Gull, albeit without a confirmatory colour ring. If anything, it 
looked a better candidate than the accepted bird seen in 2023.  
 

 
 
Presumed Baltic Gull (West Bexington 9th April 2025)  
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RED-THROATED DIVER   Gavia stellata  
Fairly common winter visitor (records refer to birds settled on the sea or flying close 
inshore to a different feeding area)  
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

1 6 8 2     1 1  2 

5 15 44 9     1 1  7 
 

 
Annual trends (1998 onwards)  
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Not a good year, the lowest annual count of bird days since 2020. The first winter period 
was reasonable, but the second was very poor.  
 
GREAT NORTHERN DIVER  Gavia immer   
Scarce winter visitor  
 
West Bexington 1 on 18th May and a summer plumaged bird from 16th to  

18th June 
 
Just two birds on passage, no birds overwintered, 
 
EUROPEAN STORM PETREL  Hydrobates pelagicus   
Rare migrant and storm driven accidental  
 
West Bexington One found dead on 1st Oct.   
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NORTHERN FULMAR   Fulmarus glacialis   
Regular visitor but may be declining  (Birds breed nearby on cliffs at Burton 
Bradstock)  
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

   1 5 6 1 1 1    

   1 6 10 1 2 3    

 
A better spread of records this year, but sightings were few and far between. 
 
MANX SHEARWATER    Puffinus puffinus  
Fairly common passage migrant in spring and early summer  
 
West Bexington   16 on 11th May, 1 on 3rd Jun and 2 on 15th Jul. 
and Cogden 
 
Very few records 
 
BALEARIC SHEARWATER   Puffinus mauretanicus   
Rare late summer visitor/passage migrant  
 
West Bexington 81 east on 7th Sept and 45 east on 9th Sept. 
 
Late summer again proved to be the best time to see this rare species here,   
 
NORTHERN GANNET   Morus bassanus   
Frequent visitor offshore throughout the year  
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

1 2 20 4 4 8 78 35 164 480 5  

3 8 46 13 13 27 92 102 415 1034 7  

 
 

A high count in October but below average in other months. 480 on 19th October was the 
highest day count. 
 
EUROPEAN SHAG    Phalacrocorax aristotelis    
Scarce visitor  
 

West Bexington Singles on 15th Mar and 14th Aug. 
 
Cogden 1 on 31st Aug. 
 
An average year. 
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GREAT CORMORANT   Phalacrocorax carbo   
Common visitor with 2 or 3 birds seen on most days flying past West Bexington. 
Sometimes noted flying inland through the Grove, possibly en  route to the fish farm 
at Berwick  
 
Seen most days.  
 
Continental Cormorant    Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis  
 
West Bexington From 28th Sept to 19th Oct, large groups (120+) of Cormorants 

were seen flying west at dawn. It transpired that these birds 
had been roosting at Abbotsbury Swannery each night and 
sightings there confirmed that most, if not all birds were 
sinensis. The maximum number recorded was 148 on 15th Oct.  

 
SPOONBILL      Platalea leucorodia  
Rare vagrant  
 
West Bexington A distant bird flew east on 11th May.  
 

 
 
Spoonbill  (West Bexington 11 th May 2025) 
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LITTLE EGRET    Egretta garzetta    
Uncommon visitor (despite suitable habitat, birds do not usually linger here)  
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

 1 1 1 1  13 6 1 1 1 1 

 2 1 4 1  72 57 3 3 1 2 

 
An average year. Most visits were of single birds but a  flock of 13 that lingered between 
the 15th and 18th July was notable. 
 
GREAT WHITE EGRET   Ardea alba    
Scarce visitor but becoming more regular  
 

West Bexington 1 on 5th Aug, 2 on 14th Sept and 1 on 24th Nov. 
 
Another average year. 
 

 
 
Great White Egret (West Bexington 24 th November 2025)  
 
CATTLE EGRET    Bubulcus ibis    
Scarce , but increasing, migrant and visitor  
 
West Bexington 2 on 25th Nov with 1 remaining until 3rd Dec, 
 
Surprisingly few records. 
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Cattle Egret  (West Bexington 25 th November 2025)  
 
GREY HERON    Ardea cinerea    
Scarce visitor (most records seem to relate to the post breeding dispersal of family 
groups, just the odd one or two wandering birds noted at other times of the year)  
 

Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals at West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1   

  4 3 4 4 13 15 2 1   

 
No winter records. 
 
COMMON SWIFT    Apus apus   
Common spring and autumn migrant but declining  
 

First Seen  22nd Apr 
Last Seen 22nd Jul 
 
Significant counts: 116 on 7th July. 
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BARN OWL      Tyto alba  
Scarce visitor , breeding regularly  
 

West Bexington A pair bred successfully at the traditional site fledging two 
young. Hunting birds were occasionally seen at dawn and dusk 
throughout the year.  

 

 
 
Barn Owl (West Bexington 4th March 2025) 
 
SHORT-EARED OWL   Asio flammeus  
Uncommon winter visitor  
 

West Bexington  One seen flying out to sea on 17th Nov. 
 
Just the one record. 
 
TAWNY OWL    Strix aluco  
Uncommon resident  
 

West Bexington Confirmed breeding at two sites but only two young seen. 
There was possible breeding at a third site. 

 
Another excellent year at West Bexington.  
 
The replacement Owl box at Cogden remained unadopted. 
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EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK   Accipiter nisus    
Fairly common resident (breeds at both West Bexington and Cogden and often seen 
hunting the area)  
 
A similar status to 2024 with single birds seen throughout the year. No evidence of 
breeding. 
 
MARSH HARRIER    Circus aeruginosus  
Scarce (formerly rare) winter visitor  
 
West Bexington  An adult female seen regularly from 4th Jan to 15th Mar with  
and Cogden additional birds on 2nd Feb and 13th Mar. 2 on 19th Apr, 2 on 

22nd Apr, Single birds on 13th May, 15th May and 3rd Jul. Then,  
1 on 16th Oct and an adult female seen regularly from 8th Nov 
to the end of the year.  

  
Slightly fewer records overall. 
 
RED KITE     Milvus milvus  
Uncommon but increasing passage  migrant  
 
West Bexington 1 on 9th Feb, 1 on 9th Mar, 1 on 11th Mar, 1 on 19th Mar, 1 on 

21st Mar, 1 on 27th Mar, 1 on 2nd Apr, 1 on 3rd Apr, 2 on 9th Apr, 
1 on 12th Apr, 1 on 20th Apr, 1 on 28th Apr, 4 on 5th May, 1 on 
10th May and 1 on 23rd May. Then, 1 on 21st Sept, 1 on 24th 
Sept, 1 on 7th Oct, 1 on 11th Oct, 1 on 16th Oct, 1 on 17th Nov,  

 1 on 21st Nov and 1 on 13th Dec. 
  
Cogden 1 on 12th Mar, 4 on 5th Apr, 1 on 7th Apr, 3 on 4th May, 1 on  
 6th May and 4 on 17th Jun. 
 
No big movements this year, in fact no day count over four. 
 
WHITE-TAILED EAGLE    Haliaeetus albicilla  
A vagrant from a reintroduction scheme on the Isle of Wight (This species does not 
form part of the West Bexington and Cogden list)  
 

West Bexington Single birds on 4th Mar, 10th Nov and 17th Nov with a probable 
on 11th Dec.  

 
COMMON BUZZARD   Buteo buteo   
Common resident and passage migrant (often seen hunting over the area and 
sometimes breeds )  
 
A pair were observed copulating up on the coastal ridge at Cogden on 25th February. 
Given the date this was more likely behaviour to re-establish pair bond than a breeding 
attempt. Displaying birds were noted at West Bexington and Cogden and young birds 
soliciting food were heard calling at both sites, there was no firm evidence of nesting  
within the recording area. 
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HOOPOE     Upupa epops  
Rare vagrant 
 
Cogden   1 in the car park on 10th Apr. 
 
Part of an influx around this time. 
 
KINGFISHER    Alcedo atthis   
Rare migrant and winter visitor  
 

West Bexington 1 on Big Pond on 27th Jun. 
 
Recorded for the second consecutive year. 
 
GREEN WOODPECKER   Picus viridis  
Uncommon resident, a  breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

No change in status with birds seen and heard regularly at both sites.  
 
No firm evidence of breeding, but it is very likely to have taken place. 
 
 
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major  
Uncommon resident, a  breeding bird at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 
Seen regularly throughout both winter periods, but surprisingly absent during the summer. 
 
 

COMMON KESTREL   Falco tinnunculus   
Fairly common resident (birds seen hunting over the area all year)  
 
Individual birds were seen at West Bexington and Cogden throughout the year. 
 
One pair bred at West Bexington producing two young.  
 
 

MERLIN     Falco columbarius  
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant  
 
West Bexington 1 on 17th Jan. Then, a juvenile on the 2nd Oct and again 

regularly from 11th Oct to 4th Nov. 1 on 15th Dec. 
 
Cogden 1 on 22nd Jan with another on 30th Nov. 
 
  
The extended stay in autumn was very welcome.  
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Merlin  (West Bexington  21st October 2025)  
 
EURASIAN HOBBY    Falco subbuteo  
Fairly common passage migrant  
 
West Bexington  1 on 1st Jun and 1 on 15th Aug. 
 
Cogden A juvenile on 18th Jul. 
 
 Few sightings this year. 
 
 
PEREGRINE FALCON   Falco peregrinus    
Fairly common visitor (mostly winter but also other times of the year)  
 
West Bexington  1 on 16th Feb, 1 on 25th Mar and 1 on 15th Dec. 
 
Cogden 1 on 8th Sept. 
  
Fewer records this year 
 
JAY      Garrulus glandarius  
Scarce winter visitor and sometimes resident  
 

West Bexington Seen often in and around the nature reserve throughout the 
year. Breeding suspected but not proven. 
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MAGPIE     Pica pica  
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2025.  
 

Significant Counts: 16 together on 30th Oct. 
 

EURASIAN JACKDAW    Coloeus monedula  
Scarce breeding bird and common winter visitor  
 

Bred at West Bexington in 2025.  
 

No significant counts.        
 

ROOK     Corvus frugilegus  
Frequent visitor all year, but does not breed within the recording area ( birds seen 
feeding at West Bexington presumably originate from the Puncknowle rookery, but 
birds occasionally seen flying in from the west or the east, pointing to birds from 
further afield)  
 

No significant counts. 
  
COMMON RAVEN    Corvus corax  
Uncommon visitor to both West Bexington and Cogden  
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden  

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

1 1 2     7 1 3 3 1 

3 3 13     12 2 11 10 5 
 

No evidence of breeding this year.  
 
Seven together at West Bexington on 26th August was noteworthy. 
 
CARRION CROW    Corvus corone  
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden. Breeds in small numbers  
 

Bred at West Bexington (several pairs) and Cogden in 2025. 
 

No significant counts. 
 
HOODED CROW     Corvus corone cornix  
 
West Bexington  1 on 28th Mar. 
 
The bird was only seen in flight in amongst a flock of 50+ Carrion Crows that were feeding 
in and regularly flying over a newly sown field. The Hooded Crow was constantly being  
harassed and was never closer than about 300 yards. Despite the distance the birdôs 
plumage looked well defined with the black and grey areas well delineated, we could not 
however eliminate a very subtle hybrid.  
 
BLUE TIT     Cyanistes caeruleus  
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2025. 
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GREAT TIT     Parus major  
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2025. 
 
COAL TIT     Periparus ater  
Uncommon resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

West Bexington Seen infrequently but heard singing in and around the market 
garden and village on a number of occasions. One bird was 
seen caching food on 13th Feb. 

 
This species continues to be recorded in low numbers only. 
 
BEARDED TIT     Panurus biarmicus  
Locally frequent winter visitor, mainly to West Bexington  
 

West Bexington 3 juveniles on 18th Jun, 2 juveniles on 4th Jul, a first winter male 
and female from 23rd Aug to 1st Sept. A male on 23rd Sept and  
1st Oct.  

 
All the above records could conceivably relate to the same birds 
 
The 3 unaccompanied juveniles on 18th Jun suggests local breeding, although it seems 
hard to imagine we missed it taking place within the recording area. 
 
SKYLARK      Alauda arvensis  
Common resident and winter visitor at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

No change in the breeding population with 10-20 territories at each site. 
 
Significant counts:  West Bexington - Circa. 2k west on 6th Oct. 
 
Wintering bird counts never got into three figures  
 
SEDGE WARBLER     Acrocephalus schoenobaenus  
Rare breeding  summer visitor and locally common passage migrant  
 

West Bexington  A singing bird on territory in the nature reserve from 10th Apr to 
and Cogden13th May, but no breeding activity followed.  
Migrant birds were seen throughout Jul and Aug, but never in 
large numbers. 

 
First Seen 10th Apr     
Last Seen 29th Aug 
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REED WARBLER     Acrocephalus scirpaceus  
Locally common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant  
 
West Bexington   Breeding birds have still not returned in any number with just   
and Cogden  5 pairs at West Bexington and possibly 2 at Cogden. The 

effects of Storm Ciarán are still being felt particularly at Cogden 
where the breach through the shingle bank causes the water 
level to fluctuate dramatically and remain very low in summer.  

 
First Seen 13th Apr 
Last Seen 18th Sept 
 
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER   Locustella naevia  
Scarce passage migrant in spring and autumn  
 
Cogden One on 21st Aug. 
 

First Seen -   
Last Seen 21st Aug 
 

Again, no spring records.  
 
SAND MARTIN    Riparia riparia  
Frequent migrant in spring and autumn  
 

First Seen 22nd Mar  
Last Seen 30th Sept 
 

No significant counts, circa. 100 east on 6th Sept was the highest single count.  
 

BARN SWALLOW     Hirundo rustica  
Common migrant in spring and autumn  
 

First Seen 24th Mar  
Last Seen 26th Oct 
 

As in 2024, at least 2 active nests at West Bexington.  
 

Significant counts:  3,000+ east on 19th Sept. 
   
HOUSE MARTIN    Delichon urbica  
Common migrant in spring and autumn  
 

First Seen 11th May           
Last Seen 15th Oct 
 

Significant counts:  5,000+ east between 24th and 26th Sept. 
 
LONG-TAILED TIT     Aegithalos caudatus  
Common resident at both West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden in 2025. 
 

Feeding parties were seen regularly during both winter periods. The largest being 14 birds 
on 31st May at West Bexington. 
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CETTI`S WARBLER    Cettia cetti  
Uncommon and local resident at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

This species was surveyed in 2025 and 13 territories were plotted across West Bexington 
and Cogden (7 and 6). Singing birds were also encountered away from the mapped areas 
but too irregularly to include.  
 

 
 

 
 
Recently fledged Cettiôs Warbler (Cogden 28th July 2025)  
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WILLOW WARBLER    Phylloscopus trochilus  
Common passage migrant    
 

First Seen 25th Mar 
Last Seen 15th Sept 
 
Migration:  Autumn juveniles were seen from 27th Jul. 
 
One bird on territory in April only. 
 
CHIFFCHAFF    Phylloscopus collybita  
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor  
 

West Bexington  No count of territories in 2025, but confirmed breeding at both  
and Cogden   sites. 
 
First Seen  4th Mar*  
Last Seen 13th Oct* 
 
* With the increase in the number of wintering Chiffchaffs, it is virtually impossible to 
determine first arrival and latest departure dates for this species. In spring we judge the 
First Seen to be the day that there is the first big arrival or an arrival of birds with pollen 
óhornsô. In autumn we judged the Last Seen to be the last notable day of passage. 
 

Wintering birds:       West Bexington - Numerous sightings of up to 6 birds in the first winter  
and Cogden        period and up to 6 in the second. 

 
Migration: West Bexington - There was a notable passage between 25th and  

and Cogden         29th Sept with daily counts exceeding 50 birds.   
 
 
Siberian Chiffchaff    Phylloscopus collybita tristis  
 
West Bexington A probable tristis on 7th Jan followed by 1 on 10th Dec and 2 on 

27th Dec. 
 
Cogden 1 on 27th Dec. 
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Siberian Chiffchaff (West Bexington 27 th December 2025)  
 
BLACKCAP      Sylvia atricapilla  
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor  
 

No effort was made to count singing birds, but numbers were considered to be in line with 
recent years. Breeding confirmed at both West Bexington and Cogden. 
 

First Seen 17th Mar 
Last Seen 23rd Oct 

 

Winter West Bexington - Single birds seen throughout Jan, Nov and Dec. 
 and Cogden  
  
Migration West Bexington - 5 on 22nd Oct was the highest day count. 

and Cogden  
LESSER WHITETHROAT   Sylvia curruca  
Uncommon breeding summer visitor and passage migrant  
  
West Bexington 2 family groups were seen, confirming successful breeding., 

However, sustained singing was only heard from one other site. 
 
Cogden Few records and no territories were identified.  
 
First Seen 22nd Apr    
Last Seen   5th Sept 
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COMMON WHITETHROAT  Sylvia communis  
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant  
 

No change in status with circa. 30 pairs across West Bexington & Cogden.  
 

Breeding confirmed at both sites.  
    

First Seen 10th Apr 
Last Seen 25th Sept 
 
DARTFORD WARBLER    Sylvia communis  
Scarce passage migrant and occasional winter visitor  
 

West Bexington One on 12th Mar.  
 
Just the one record of a bird found along the coastal path and assumed to be an early 
local migrant. 
 

 
 
Dartford Warbler (West Bexington 12th March  2025) 
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FIRECREST     Regulus ignicapilla  
Scarce passage migrant mainly in late autumn and occasional winter visitor  
 

West Bexington 2 on 22nd Sept, 1 on 7th Nov, 1 on 17th Nov, 2 on 23rd Nov, 1 on 
29th Nov and 1 on 16th Dec. 

 
Cogden 2 on 13th Dec and 1 on 14th Dec. 
 
A quiet year until November/December. 
 

 
 
Firecrest ( Cogden 13 th December 2025)  
 
GOLDCREST    Regulus regulus  
Common resident and winter visitor  
 

West Bexington Recorded all year round. 
As in 2024, singing birds were heard in the village and nature 
reserve but breeding only confirmed at one site. 
 

Cogden Seen and heard regularly.  
 
No confirmed breeding  
 
As usual, there was a small influx in late autumn with an increase in sightings into the 
winter. 
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TREECREEPER    Certhia familiaris  
Scare visitor or perhaps resident , could possibly breed.  
 

Cogden   1 near the boardwalk on 15th Oct.  
 
Sightings remain very scarce but now seen two years in succession at Cogden boardwalk. 
 
WREN     Troglodytes troglodytes  
Common breeding Bird at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2025. 
 
COMMON STARLING   Sturnus vulgaris  
Common resident at West Bexington. Also common winter visitor sometimes 
forming large roosts in the reed beds  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington. 
 
No roosts in 2025. 
 
No significant counts, circa. 1,000 on 25th Oct was the highest day count. 
 
 

SONG THRUSH    Turdus philomelos  
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor  
 
Breeding was confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden.  
 
No significant counts. 
 
 

REDWING     Turdus iliacus    
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard 
weather  
 

West Bexington 1 on 23rd Mar and 2 on 25th Nov. 
 
Few records, likely due to two mild winters. . 
  

BLACKBIRD      Turdus merula  
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden. Also common winter visitor  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2025. 
 

No significant counts. 
 
FIELDFARE     Turdus Pilaris  
Uncommon winter visitor although numbers can increase significantly during hard 
weather  
 

West Bexington 16 in a field next to coast road on 12th Jan.   
 
Only one record. 
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RING OUZEL    Turdus torquatus  
Scarce migrant  
 

West Bexington 1 on 28th Sept. 
 
No spring records. 
 
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER   Muscicapa striata  
Uncommon passage migrant mainly in autumn  - declining  
 

First Seen    4th May 
Last Seen 29th Sept 
 
West Bexington 1 on 20th May, 1 on 30th Jul, 2 on 22nd Aug, 2 on 23rd Aug, 1 on 

29th Aug, 3 on 21st Sept, 1 on 27th Sept, 1 on 28th Sept and  
1 on 29th Sept. 

 
Cogden 2 on 4th May, 1 on 11th May and 1 on 19th Aug.  
 
Another poor year.  
 

 
 
Spotted Flycatcher  (West Bexington 21st September 2025)  
 
ROBIN     Erithacus rubecula  
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden, also common winter visitor  
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2025.  
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BLACK REDSTART    Phoenicurus ochruros   
Scarce migrant and winter visitor  
 

West Bexington 1 in the market garden from 3rd to 5th Apr. Then 2 on 15th Nov 
with one remaining until 18th Nov. 

 
No birds overwintered. 
 

 

 
Black Redstart (West Bexington 15 th November 2025)  
 
COMMON REDSTART   Phoenicurus phoenicurus   
Uncommon passage migrant in spring and autumn  
  
First Seen 5th Apr  
Last Seen 6th Sept 
 
West Bexington Singles on 10th Apr, 20th Aug and 24th Aug. 
 
Cogden   5 on 5th Apr, 4 on 6th Apr and 1 on 6th Sept.  
 
A slight improvement on 2024, but overall numbers have been declining since the 
beginning of the decade. 
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WHINCHAT     Saxicola rubetra  
Passage migrant uncommon in spring, common in autumn  but declining.    
 

First Seen       -   
Last Seen 7th Oct 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

      1 2 4 1   

      4 12 17 1   

 
Recording no spring records is not unusual, but a decline in autumn for the fourth year in 
succession is worrying. The species experienced a 60% population decline between 1995 
and 2023 and is now Red Listed in the UK. 
 

COMMON STONECHAT   Saxicola rubicola  
Widespread, but not common resident. Breeds in small numbers  
 
No change in status with at least 8-10 pairs at West Bexington and at least 5 at Cogden 
with confirmed breeding at both sites. 
 
Migration: 30 at Cogden on 7th Oct was the highest day count there. 
 

 
 
Recently fledged  Stonechat (Cogden 30th June  2025) 
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NORTHERN WHEATEAR   Oenanthe oenanthe  
Common passage migrant in spring and autumn    
 

First Seen 12th Mar     
Last Seen 13th Oct 
 
Monthly Maxima and Monthly Bird Day Totals West Bexington and Cogden 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

  6 10   2 7 17 3   

  28 41   6 43 45 7   

 
A poor year and our lowest ever annual count of Bird Days. There was a dip in annual 
sightings in 2018 and numbers bounced back the following year, so we are ever hopeful. 
But, this year marks the fifth decline in succession, and the species is now Amber Listed in 
the UK. 
 

Significant Count:               West Bexington/Cogden - 17 on 5th Sept. 
 

 
 
Wheatear (West Bexington 8 th April 2025)  
 

DUNNOCK     Prunella modularis   
Common breeding bird at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Successfully bred at West Bexington and Cogden in 2025.   
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HOUSE SPARROW   Passer domesticus  
Locally common resident in West Bexington village, but numbers much reduced 
compared to a decade or two before  
 

Bred around West Bexington village in 2025. 
 

No significant counts, 28 on 25th Nov was the highest single count. 
 
GREY WAGTAIL     Motacilla cinerea  
Passage migrant mainly in autumn  
 

West Bexington Singles on 9th and 12th Mar. Then, 1 on 7th Sept, 1 on 9th Sept, 
1 on 27th Sept, 3 on 29th Sept with 1 remaining until 25th Oct. 
1 on 21st Nov. 

 
An increase in records.  
 
YELLOW WAGTAIL    Motacilla flava flavissima  
Passage migrant mainly in autumn  
 

First Seen      - 
Last Seen 5th Sept 
 
West Bexington Up to 10 were seen daily with cattle from 25th Jul to 15th Aug 

when the cattle were removed. A different herd were put into 
the nature reserve for a few days from the 20th Aug and 
attracted up to 9 birds there until the 23rd. 18 birds few west on 
5th Sept. 

 
A reasonable year, but no large overnight roosts.  
 

PIED WAGTAIL     Motacilla alba yarellii  
Regular throughout the year, also common autumn migrant  
   

At least 2 pairs bred  successfully at West Bexington in 2025. 
 

No significant counts, 31 on 15th Oct at West Bexington was the highest day count.   
 

White Wagtail      Motacilla alba alba  
 

West Bexington Up to 11 alba wagtails lingered on a newly tilled field from 2nd to 
5th Oct. All the birds seen well enough to identify to form were 
White Wagtails and it was generally considered that all were. 

 
óAlbaô WAGTAIL 
 

Significant passage  200+ birds flew east on 26th Sept and at least 100 birds flew 
west on 6th Oct. 

 
MEADOW PIPIT    Anthus pratensis   
Primarily a winter visitor and passage migrant, breeding occasionally  
 

West Bexington Two pairs bred successfully again. 
 
No significant counts, 500+ birds noted on 6th, 7th and 8th Oct. 
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ROCK PIPIT     Anthus petrosus   
Scarce visitor to the recording area but a common resident to the west of Cogden at 
Burton Bradstock  
 

West Bexington  2 on 22nd Jun. 
 
Cogden   1 on 28th Feb. 
 
Winter records are unusual here. 
 

 
 
Rock Pipit (Cogden 28 th February 2025)  
 
COMMON CHAFFINCH   Fringilla coelebs   
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden  and  passage migrant . 
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2025.  
 

No significant counts, 500+ west on 6th and 25th Oct were the biggest day counts. 
 
COMMON BULLFINCH    Pyrrhula pyrrhula  
Common resident at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden in 2025.  
 
There were no significant counts. 
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GREENFINCH    Chloris chloris   
Declining resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Confirmed breeding at Cogden in 2025.  
 
Significant counts: There were no significant counts in the first winter period but a 

flock of 23 was seen on 28th Jul and of 35 on 8th Dec rising to 
42 by the end of the year. 

 
LINNET     Carduelis cannabina   
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Confirmed breeding at West Bexington and Cogden.  
 

Max counts: West Bexington - 1,000+ movements on 6th, 12th, 14th and   
       17th Oct.  

 
GOLDFINCH     Carduelis carduelis   
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Seen throughout the year and breeding confirmed at West Bexington. 
 
No significant counts, circa 60 at West Bexington on 15th Sept was the highest single 
count. 
 
SISKIN     Carduelis spinus  
Uncommon passage migrant  
 

West Bexington  20 west on 5th Oct and 500+ west on 6th Oct. 
 
No birds lingered. 
 
REED BUNTING    Emberiza schoeniclus  
Locally common resident at West Bexington and Cogden  
 
West Bexington  3 territories and breeding confirmed. 
 
Cogden   3 territories and breeding confirmed. 
 
There were regular single figure counts of birds during the winter months. 
 
A similar picture to 2024, the degradation of the reedbed at Cogden has not affected this 
species as much as it has Reed Warblers. 
 
CORN BUNTING    Emberiza calandra  
Uncommon visitor  
 

West Bexington  A pair successfully bred here in 2025 fledging at least 2 young. 
Separately, single birds were seen on 17th and 22nd Aug.  

 
 
 
    



 54 

CIRL BUNTING    Emberiza cirlus  
Rare but increasing visitor and now breeding bird.   
 

West Bexington At least 10 birds were present from the start of the year into the 
spring. Birds began to disperse in late spring and early 
summer. One pair bred fledging two young.  A minimum of 10 
birds were regularly coming to feed in the second winter period. 

   
Cogden At least 2 pairs bred at Cogden in 2025 both successfully 

fledging at least two young. 
 
Overall, 654 Bird Days were recorded in 2025 across West Bexington and Cogden 
 

 
 
Cirl Bunting (West Bexington 12 th February 2025)  
 
This bird had been ringed in the nest at Ivy Cove, Devon in 2022. It was first seen here on 
29th January, but it took until the 10th February to piece together its code. Ivy Cove is 87km 
WSW of West Bexington and the record confirms that at least some (if not all) of our birds 
are due to an easterly expansion of the Devon population. 
 
YELLOWHAMMER     Emberiza citrinella  
Common resident and winter visitor at West Bexington and Cogden  
 

Breeding confirmed at West Bexington and Cogden in 2025, but in low numbers. 
 

Wintering birds:       West Bexington   - A flock from the beginning of the year until  
      12th Mar peaked at 34 birds.  
 

-  Just 21 birds present from 8th Nov to the end of 
the year. 
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ESCAPES 
  
Racing Pigeon 
Canada Goose x Greylag Goose 
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Colour Ringed  and Other Marked  Birds    
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