COLOUR-RINGING HOBBIES IN DORSET

Tim Chamberlain and Jason Fathers, Dorset Raptor Study Group (https://www.drsg.co.uk)
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Colour-ringed Hobby chicks in nest, Dorset

There's always a moment of pure joy when you glimpse that first Hobby of the season back
on territory. At the Dorset Raptor Study Group, we have a particular passion for Hobbies.
Beginning as a shared interest in helping and studying raptors in Dorset, we now deploy
advanced tech at nest sites to allow us to study, in great detail, the nesting ecology of rare
raptor species like the Eurasian Hobby.

Already we are planning and preparing for another busy field season and looking forward to
getting back out into the field. When those first birds return, we are particularly interested in
any sightings of colour-ringed Hobbies at the core of our studies so please keep an eye out
for these. The rings are 2 black letters on white and can be very clear to see, even in flight
(Report _a colour ringed Hobby). Indeed, our first re-sighting came in May 2023 from
photographer Mark Wright who took an amazing shot of a 2CY bird which was of great interest
as it was only a short distance from its natal area.

So far, three of the over 50 colour ringed Hobbies in our project have been re-sighted. Whilst
this may feel like a small sample, even compared to BTO metal ring recoveries, the key
difference is that such sightings are re-sightings of active birds whereas the vast majority of
metal ring recoveries are end of life. Active sightings give us real insights and tell us a lot more
about behaviour. We look forward to many more sightings to come.

At DRSG, we are probably best known for our live-stream nest cameras. Our quest to gather
data each year is a considerable challenge. In the autumn, we meet to discuss field sites.


https://www.drsg.co.uk/
https://www.drsg.co.uk/reportacolourringedhobby

Plans are drawn and a lot of thought is given to possible locations, logistics, technical
equipment required, suitability of site for viewing (with particular thought given to lighting
conditions) and of course the costs involved for the installation of nest cameras.

Then, once we have decided on the locations, the work to install the camera equipment can
begin. The installation work itself happens in the winter season whilst Hobbies are still far to
the south, wintering below the Sahara in central Africa. We approach each site with care and
employ technical tree climbing and rope access skills to access a specific tree where we know
the Hobbies have bred the previous year.

For those who were watching, 2025 was quite a year. After many weeks of unique
observations of the breeding ecology of a wild pair of Hobby, sadly, the chicks were predated
by a passing 2CY female Goshawk. Read more about it on our blogs
(https://www.drsg.co.uk/blog/a-goshawk-came-calling).

Pullus fitted with colour-ring (AD) 2CY (AN). Mark Wright Photography

ST - TR

2025 DRSG nest-camera, FE, Dorset 2025 DRSG nstcamera, Dorset

Wildlife nest cameras are an amazing way to watch some of our most captivating animals.
Here in the UK, there are live cameras on the nests of species such as Ospreys, eagles and
more with DRSG's Jason Fathers the installation and tech wizard behind many of these
cameras. With nearly 20 years' experience installing cameras all over the UK with his company
Wildlife Windows Ltd, who better to attempt the (almost) impossible - a live-stream of one of
the UK's most secretive falcons. Miraculously we have managed to deliver the only live Hobby
nest camera in the whole of Europe four years in a row!


https://www.wildlifewindows.co.uk/

The quality of our nest cameras allows us to gather valuable data. Six unique breeding diet
datasets from cameras on nests over four seasons already look to be of substantial interest.
So far, we have identified nearly 1,500 prey items and estimate the total will be around 3,000.
We aim to publish this data in a paper on the diets of breeding Hobby and we are sure this will
provide new insights into the ecology of this fabulous species.

Female br/ngs ina Noctule bat Large moths were often on the menu at this
nest

Camera quality and analytics skills are giving us unprecedented detail, allowing us to focus in
and identify almost every item to species. From one site alone, we documented nearly 650
items of prey brought in. This included a staggering 89 bats, clearly showing the importance
of both habitat biodiversity and habitat quality for this specialised predator.

Despite birds, bats and dragonflies making up the vast majority of prey items, we also recorded
a considerable number of species of invertebrates including butterflies, moths, crickets and
beetles. Interestingly, these main prey groups featured at each nest site but in differing
proportions, depending on the surrounding habitat of each nest location. However, it did seem
that in 2025, Hobby chicks were fed a lot of insects.

“FE whole-heartedly value the dédication and
professionalism that DRSG bring to our species
conservation efforts for the wide variety of

raptors that use our woodlands in South
Dorset.” — Mark Warn BEM, Wildlife Ranger &
Landscape RecoVery Manager >

Key to our work are great relationships with the people who work the land. Working alongside
land managers and owners like Forestry England enables us to access special areas and also
to input our research to better assist data as part of wider management plans. Our data also
feeds into the Dorset Environmental Records Centre and the BTO. The education side of
things is really important too. From our blogs and new guest blog feature to in-person talks to
groups like CHOG (Christchurch Harbour Ornithological Group), we've also featured on local
TV, allowing us to reach a wider audience to help raise awareness of the value of nature to
our lives and in our community.
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Jasoﬁ Fthers iéusse Hobbié 6r'1mloation for BBC South-Wt
Help from others is always welcome and sometimes this is assistance with monitoring or
reports of sightings. We have also teamed up with the Dorset Forest's Wareham Wood
Volunteers and you can find out more at @dorsetforest. (Volunteering at Wareham Forest).

Live-streaming every year since 2022, we have been able to share a unique window into the
private lives of this rare falcon. 2025 will always be known as the year the young Hobbies
were taken by a more powerful predator, the Goshawk, a species that now occurs across the
whole of Dorset. Much as we are sad to lose those young Hobby chicks, we take heart that,
for nearly a month, viewers watched daily life at the nest of Eurasian Hobby somewhere in
southern England, with messages of support and thanks from all round the world.

Predation is of course nature doing what natures does. A healthy ecosystem is full of these
events and whilst such predation events like these make hard viewing, they remind us that
nature is a complex web of predator-prey relationships. But it makes think you think doesn't it,
that Dorset is home to such an incredible range of raptor species - alongside the more familiar
species such as Kestrel, Sparrowhawk, Buzzard and Tawny Owl, there are Marsh Harrier,
Peregrine, Goshawk, Barn Owl and Little Owl, Osprey, Red Kite, and even Honey-buzzard.
And last year, the first breeding success from a pair of White-tailed Eagle - how's that for
a glorious guild of raptors - it is truly extraordinary the wealth of wildlife we have here!

Please note that Hobby are very sensitive to disturbance in the breeding season. Hobby is a
Schedule 1 species and all our work is carried out under special licence.

We need your help!
We are looking for:

1) More Hobby sites and sightings, especially in the south of the county, to get a better
assessment on the Hobby population of Dorset, especially in the light of the increase
of Goshawk numbers.

2) Re-sightings of colour-ringed Hobbies with the 2-letter code, ideally in a photo, with
details of location, date, etc.

Please note that all records received will be handled sensitively and confidentially.

You can contact us via the contact page of our website (https://www.drsg.co.uk/contact) and
look out for our news and updates on our Bluesky socials
(https://bsky.app/profile/dorsetraptors.bsky.social). Thanks to everyone who has helped with
our research and to Forestry England for their assistance.



https://www.instagram.com/dorsetforests/
https://www.forestryengland.uk/wareham-forest/volunteering-wareham-forest
https://www.swanage.news/video-released-of-dorsets-first-white-tailed-eagle-chick-for-240-years/
https://www.drsg.co.uk/contact
https://bsky.app/profile/dorsetraptors.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/dorsetraptors.bsky.social

